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| OF 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


PART Iil. 
LETTERS RELATING TO NEGOTIATIONS FOR, 
PEACE, &c. 


* 


To Davip Hart ey, Esg. M. P. 


Dear Sir, —_—-Passy, near Paris, Oct. 14, 1x77, 

I received duly your letter of May 2, 77, 
including a. copy of one you had sent me the year befare, 
which never came to hand, and which it seems has been 
the case with some I wrote to.you from America. Filled 
though our letters have always been with sentiments of 
good will to both countries, and earnest desires of prevent- 
ing their ruin and promoting their mutual felicity, I have 
* been, apprehensive that if it were known a correspondence, 
subsisted between us, it might be attended with inconve- 
nience to you. I have therefore been backward in writ- 
ing, not caring to trust the post, and not well knowing who 
else to trust with my letters, But being now assured of a 
sale conveyance, I venture to write to you, especially as I 

Vou, 1. A 
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think the subject sucha one as you may receive a letter 
upon without censure, 

Happy should I have been, if the Lota warnings I 
gave of the fatal separation of interests as well as of affec- 
tions, that must attend the measures commenced while I | 
was in England, had been attended to, and the horrid mis- 
chief of this abominable war been thereby prevented. 1 
should still be happy m any successful endeavours for, re- 
storing peace, consistent with the liberties, the safety and 
the honor of America. As to our submitting to the go- 
vernment of Great Britain,,’tis vain to think of it.. She 
has given us by her numberless. barbarities (by her malice 
in bribing slaves to murder their masters, and savages to 
massacre the families of farmers, with her baseness in re- 
warding the unfaithfulness of servants and debauching: the 
virtue of honest. seamen. entrusted with our property) in 
the prosecution of the war, and in the treatment of the 
prisoners, so deep an impression. of her depravity, that we 
never again can trust her 1 in the management of our affairs 

and interests. It is now impossible to persuade our peo- 
ple, as I long endeavoured, that the war was merely mi- 
nisterial, and that the nation bore. still a good will to us. 
The infinite number. of addresses printed in your Gazettes 
all approving. the conduct of your g government towards us, 
and encouraging ¢ our destruction by every possible means, 
the great majority. in parliament constantly manifesting the 
same sentiments, and the popular public rejoicings on oc- 
casion of any news of the slaughter of an innocent and vir- 
tuous people fighting only’in defence of their just rights ; 
these, together. with the recommendations of the same 
measures by even your celebrated moralists and divines in 
their writings and sermons, that are still approved and ap- 
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plauded in your great national assemblies, all join in con- 
vincing us that you are no longer the magnanimous en- 
lightened nation we dice esteemed you, and that you are 
unfit and unworthy to govern us, as not being able to go- » 
vern your own passions. — 

But, as I have said, | ‘atieutt be nevertheless happy in 
seeing peace restored. For though if my friends and the 
friends of liberty and virtue, who still remain in England, 
could be drawn out of it, a continuance of this war to the 
ruin of the rest, would give me less concern, I cannot, as 
that removal is impossible, but wish for peace for their 
sakes, as well as for the sake of humanity and abby tr 
further carnage. | i 

This wish of mine, ineffective as it may be, induces me 
‘to mention to you that between nations long exasperated 
against each other in war, some act of generosity and kind- 
ness towards prisoners on one side, has softened resentment 
and abated animosity on the other, so as to bring on an ac- 
commodation. You in England, if you wish for peace, 
have at present the opportunity of trying this means, with 
regard to the prisoners now in your gaols. They com- 
plain of very severe treatment. They are far from their 
friends and families, and winter is coming on in which they 
must suffer extremely if continued in their present situa- 
tion, fed scantily on bad provisions, without warm lodging, 
clothes or fire ; and not suffered to invite or receive visits 
from their friends, or even from the humane and charitable 
of their enemies. I can assure you from my own certain 
knowledge, that 'your people, prisoners in ‘Ametica, have 
been treated with great kindness ; they have been served with 
the same rations of wholesome provisions with’our own 
troops, comfortable lodgings have ‘been provided for them; 
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and they have been allowed large bounds of villages in the 
healthy air, to walk and amuse themselves with on their 
parole. Where you have’ thought fit to employ contrac- 
tors to supply your people, these contractors have been 
protected and aided in their operations. Some consider- 
able act of kindness towards our people, would take off 
the reproach of inhumanity in that respect from the nation, 
and leave it where it ought with more certainty. to lay, on 
the conductors of your war in America. This | hint to 
you, out of some remaiming good will to a nation I once 
loved sincerely. But as things are, and in my present 
temper of mind, not being overfond of receiving obliga- 
tions, I shall content myself with proposing that your go- 
vernment would allow us to send or employ a commissary 
- to take some care of those unfortunate people. Perhaps 
on your representations this might be speedily obtained in 
England, though it was tetiieat most inhumanly at N ew- 
York. ie 50" 

If you. dowd have leisure to visit the shite in which they 
are confined, and should be desirous of knowing the truth 
relative to the treatment they receive, I wish you would 
take the trouble of distributing among the most necessitous 
according to their wants five or six hundred pounds, for 
‘which your drafts on me here shall be punctually honored. 
You could then be able to speak with some certainty te 

‘the point m parliament, and this might be. attended with 
good effects. | 

Tf you cannot obtain for us permission to send a com- 
missary, possibly you may find a trusty humane discreet 
person. at Plymouth, and another at Portsmouth, who 
would, undertake to communicate what relief we may be 
able to afford those unfortunate men, martyrs to the cause 
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* 


of liberty. Your king will not reward you for taking this | 
trouble, but God will, 1 shall not mention the gratitude 
of Ainerica : you will have. what is better, the applause of 
your own good. conscience. Our captains have set at li- 
berty above two hundred of your people made prisoners 
by our armed vessels and brought Into France, besides a 
great number dismissed ‘at sea on your coasts, to whom 
vessels” were given to carry. them in. But you have not 
returned us a man in exchange. If we had sold your 
people to the Moors at Sallee, as you have many of ours 
to the African and East India Companies, could you. have 
complained i ‘é 

In revising whist 1 have written, i tonnd too ‘hoes 
warmth in it, and was about to strike out some parts, Yet 
—T let them go, as they will afford you this one reflection, 
“ Ifa man naturally cool, and rendered still cooler by old 
age, is so warmed by our treatment of his country, how 
much nrust those people in general be exasperated against 
us! and why are we making inveterate enemies by our bar- 
barity; not only of the present inhabitants of a great coun- 
try, but of their infinitely more numerous posterity 5. who 
will in all future ages detest the name of finglishman, as 
much, as_the children in Holland now do those of Alca 
and Spaniard.” This will _ certainly happen unless your 
conduct is speedily changed, and the national, resentment 
falls, ‘where it ought to fall heavily, on your ministry, or 
perhaps rather on the 


whose will they only execute. 
With the greatest esteem and: affection, and best wishes 
for your prosperity, iq have the honor to be, « dear Sir, Xe, 
_&B. FRANKLIN. 
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To’ Mr. Hurton.' 
My DEAR OLD FRIEND, Passy, Feb. 1, 1778. 
You desired that if I had no proposition to 
make, I would at least give my advice. i 

I think it is Ariosto who says, that all things Tost on 
earth, are to be found in the moon ; on which. somebody 
remarked, that there must be a great deal of good advice 
in the moon. If so there isa good deal of mine formerly 
given and lost in this business. | will however at your 
request give a little more, but without the least -expecta- 
tion that it will be followed ; for none but God can at the 
same time give good counsel, and wisdom to make use 
of it. 

You have lost by this mad war, and ae barbarity pe 
which, it has been carried on, not only the government and 
commerce of America, and the public revenues and pri- 
vate wealth arising from that commerce, but what i is more, 
you. have lost the esteem, respect, friendship, and affection 
of all that great and growing people, who consider you at 
present, and whose posterity will ‘consider you, as the 
worst and wickedest nation upon earth. *; peace you 
may undoubtedly obtain, by dropping all your pretensions 
to govern us : and by your superior skill in huckstering 
negociation, you may possibly make such an apparently 
advantageous bargain as shall be applauded i in your par- 
liament ; but you cannot with the peace recover the affee- 
tions of that people, it will not be a lasting nor a profit- 
able one, nor will it afford you any part of that strength 
which : meu once had by your union with them, and might 


* See an account of this gentleman, Part I. 
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| (if you had been wise e enough to take fadsite) have still re- 
tamed. 

To recover their respect and affection you must tread 
back the steps you have taken. 

Instead of honoring and rewarding the American advi- 
sers and promoters of this war, you should disgrace them ; 
with all those who have inflamed the nation against Ame- 
rica by their malicious writings ; and all the ministers and 
generals who have prosecuted the war with such ighuma- 
nity. This would show a national change of disposition, 
and a disapprobation of what had passed. 

In proposing terms, you should not only grant such as 
the necessity of your affairs may evidently oblige you to 
grant, but such additional ones as may show your genero- ~ 
sity, and thereby demonstrate your good will. For in- 
stance, perhaps you might by your treaty retain all Cana- 
da, Nova Scotia, and the Floridas. But if you would 
have a real friendly as well as able ally in America, and 
avoid all occasion of future discord which will otherwise 
be continually arising on your American frontiers, you 
should throw in those countries. And you may call it if 
you please an indemnification for the burning of ‘their 
towns, which indemnification will otherwise be some , time 
or other demanded. 

I know your people will not see the utility of itt mea- 
sures, and will never follow them, and even call it inso- 
lence and impudence in me to mention them. I have 
however complied with your desire, and am as ever your 
effectionaté mice’, OD Prmukins SB, Franxuin, 


ms 
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ERS “To Mr. pent 


- oo Dear orp Frienp, Passy, Feb. 12, 4778. 

| I wrote the above sometime before. I 
pareve yours, -acquainting me with your speedy and safe _ 
return, which gave me pleasure. 1 doubted after I shad 
written it, whether sity would. be well to’ send it; for as 
your proud: nation despises us exceedingly, and demands — 


and expects. absolute and humble submission, all talk of 


treaty: must appear imprudence, and ‘tend. to provoke - 
rather than conciiate., . As you still, press me by your last 


to say something ; 1 conclude to send, what I had, written, 


for Lthink the advice is good though it, must be useless ; 
and I cannot, as, some amongst you desire, make propo- 


sitions, having none committed to me to make; but we 
-can-treat if any are made to.\us; which however we) do 


not,expect. 1 abominate with, you, all murder, and: [ 
may add that the slaughter of men in an unjust cause is 


nothing less than murder; I therefore never think of your 
present ministers and their abettors, but, with the image 
“strovgly painted m my view, of their hands, red, wet, and 
dropping: with the. blood of my countrymen, friends, and 
relations. . No peace can be signed by those hands, Peace 
_and friendship will nevertheless subsist for ever between 


en am his. affectionate friend, ‘B. s hainaenial 


ated: Hd 


goshit bs vy D. Banta, Esg. M. P. bit 
Oe atin SIR,os oe) assy, Feb. 12,1778. 


envge ies. A thousand thanks for your so readily 
engaging in the means of relieving our poor captives, and 
the pains you have taken, and the advances you have made 
for that purpose. I received your kind letter of the $d 
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instant, and. send you enclosed a bill of 100/. I much 
approve of Mr. Wren’s prudent, as well as benevolent 
conduct, in the disposition of the money, and wish him to 
continue doing ‘what shall appear to him and you to be 
right, which 1 am persuaded will appear the same to me 
and my colleagues here. I beg you will present him 
when you write my respectful acknowledgments. 
«Your “ earnest caution and request that nothing: may 
ever persuade America to throw themselves into the arms 
of France; for that times may mend, and that an Ame- 
rican must always bea stranger'in France, but that Great 
Britain may for ages to come be their home,” marks the 
goodness of your heart, your regard for us, and love of 
‘your country. But when your nation is hiring all the cut- 
_ throats it can collect’ of all countries and colours to de- 
stroy us, it ig hard to persuade us not'to ask or accept aid 
_frony any power that may be prevailed with to: grant it ; 
and this!only from the hope that ‘though’ you now thirst 
for our blood and pursue. us svith’fire and‘sword, you may — 
in‘some. future time treat us kindly. This'is too much 
‘patience to be’expected of us; indeed I think it is not in 
human nature. The Americans are received and treated 
here in France with a cordiality, a respect and affection 
they never experienced in England when they most: de- 
served it; and which is. now (after all the pains taken to 
exasperaté the English against them, and render them 
‘odious as well as‘contemptible) less to be expected there 
than ever. And 1 cannot-see why) we may not, upon an 
alliance, hope for a continuance of it, at least of. as much 
as the Swiss enjoy, with whom France has. maintained a 
faithful friendship,for two hundred years past, and whose 
people appear to live herein as much esteemas: the na- 


10 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Ill. 


tives. America has been forced and driven into the arms 
of France.’ ) She was’a dutiful and virtuous daughter.. A 
cruel mother-in-law turned her out of doors, defamed her, 
and sought her life. All the world knows her innocence 
and takes her part; and her friends hope soon to see her 
_ honourably married... ‘They can never persuade her return 
and submission‘to so barbarous an enemy. In her future 
prosperity, if she forgets and forgives, ‘tis all that.can be 
reasonably expected of her, 1 believe she will make ‘as 
good and useful a wife as she did a daughter, that her 

husband will love and: honour her, and that the family 
from which she was so irises’ sealer will long en 
the ‘loss of her. | Ye SBS: op inehtoos 

‘Dknow not whether a peace with us is desired in Eng- 
land. I rather think it 1s not at present, unless on the 
old impossible terms of submission and receiving pardon. 
Whenever you shall be disposed to make peace upon equal 
and reasonable terms, you will find little difficulty if you 
get first an honest ministry. The present have all along 
acted so deceitfully and treacherously as well as inhumanly 
towards the Americans, that I imagine, the absolute want 
of all confidence in them, will make a treaty at present. 
between them and the Congress impracticable. 

‘The subscription for the prisoners will have excellent 
effects in favour of England and Englishmen. The 
Scotch subscriptions for raising troops to destroy us, 
though amounting to much greater sums, will not do their 
nation half so much, good. If you have an opportunity [ 


* The Treaty of Commerce and that of eventual alliance with | 
France had both been signed six days prior to the date of this 
letter, though the fact was then kept secret. 
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wish you would: express’ our respectful acknowledgments . 
and thanks to your Committee and contributors, whose 
benefactions will make our poor people as comfortable as 
their’situation can permit.: Adieu, my dear friend. »Ac~ 
cept my thanks for the excellent papers you inclosed to 
meé. Your endeavours for peace, though unsuccessful, 
will always be a comfort to you, and in time when: this 
mad war shall be universally execrated, will be a solid 
addition to your: eT Tam ever with the highest 
ees Sedionisat hotkey led woe ihvlged: eran dng) hong 

ets ea ee old friend of. mine, ce eosin a idiiatis of 
» the Miutesius: who is often at the Queen’s palace, and is 
sometimes spoken to by the. King, .was over here. lately. 
He pretended to. no commission, but urged.me much to 
propose some terms of peace, which I avoided... He has 
wrote to.me since his return, pressing the same thing, and 
expressing with some confidence his. opinion. that, we 
might have every thing short‘of absolute independence, 
&c. Inclosed I, send my answers; open, that you may. 
read them, and if. you please copy before. you deliver or 
forward them." ‘They will serve to show you more fully 
my sentiments, though they serve no other purpose..\... 


To D. Hartriey, Eso. M.P. . 

Dear Sir, . —* Passy, Feb..26, 1778. 
~-T received yours of the 18th and 20th of 

this month, with Lord North’s proposed bills. The 


more I see of the ideas and projects of your ministry, and 


, 
ary | 


* See the two preceding letters. 
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their little arts and schemes of amusing: and dividing’ us, 
the shore I adinite thé prudent, manly, and magnanimous 
propositions contained | in your intended motion for an 
address’ to the: King. What reliance can we have on an 
act expressing itself to be only a declaration of the inten- 
tiviv of parliament concerning the exercise of the R1GHT 
of imposing taxes in America, when in the bill itself, as 
- well-as'in the title, a right is supposed and claimed which 
never existed; and a present intention only is declared 
not to use it, which may be changed by another act next 
session, with a preamble that this intention being found 
inexpedient, it is thought proper to repeal this act-and re- 
sume thé exercise of the right in’ its full extent. If any 
solid permanent benefit was’ intended by this, why is it 
confined 6’ ‘the colonies’ of North: “Ametica, and’ not ex- 
tended to the loyal” ones in: the sugar islands? But it is 
ndw Needless ‘to criticise, as all acts that suppose your 
future goverment of the coloities ¢ can be no longer signi 
FeaLIE ot et | dpi 

“Tn'the act for appointing éoimmissioners instead of full 
powers to ‘agree upon terms of peace and friendship, with 
a promise df ratifying such ‘treaty as they shall make in 
pursuance of thosé powers ; it is declared that their: agrees 
ments shall have no force nor effect, nor be carried into 
execution til approved of by' parliament; so that every 
thing of importance will be-uncertain. © But they are al- 
Jowed to proclaim a cessation of arms, and revoke their 
proclamation ‘as soon as in consequence of it our militia 
have been allowed to. go home: they may suspend the 
operation of acts ‘prohibiting trade, and take off that sus- 
pension when our merchants in consequence of it have 
~ been induced to» send: their ships: to-séa';_ in short, they 


¢ 
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may do every thing that can, have a 1 tendency to divide aii 
distract us, but nothing: that can afford us security. | dn- 
deed, Sir, your ministers do not know us: ©We may’not 
be quite so cunning as they, but we have really more 
sense, as well as more courage than they have ever been 
willing to, give us credit for; and I am persuaded these 
acts will: rather obstruct» peace than promote it, and that 
they will not answer in America the mischievous and ma- 
levolent ends for which they were intended. | In England 
they may indeed amuse’ the public’ creditors, give hopes 
and expectations that shall be of some present’ use, and 
continue the ail lll a ‘little longer in their | places. 
Botladogt ding Jutl ..sach ode. 1 aa | 

In return for your repeated adeide to us not to conclude 
any treaty with the Housé of Bourbon, permit me to give 
(through you) a little advice to the Whigsin England. 
Let nothing induce them to join with the ‘Lories in sup- 
porting and continuing this wicked war against the Whigs | 
of America, whose assistance they may hereafter want'to 
secure ‘their own, liberties; “or whose couneey: they. may Be 
glad to:retire.to for the enjoyment of them. | 

- If peace by a treaty with America. upon ‘equal terms, 
were really desired, your Commissioners need not go there 
for it, supposing, ; as, by the bill they are empowered “ to 
treat with such person or perigns as in their wisdom and 
discretion they. shall think meet,” they should happen to 
conceive that the. Commissioners of the Congress at Paris 
might be inchided in that description. I am eyer, dear 
Sir, Kc. 7 * (i _B. Franxuiy,+ 

Fos Seriously, on farther thoughts, I am of opinion, 
that if wise and honest men, such as Sir George Saville, 
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the Bishop of St. Asaph,* and yourself, were to come over 
here immediately with powers to treat, you might not, only. 
obtain peace with a but prevent: a war. with 
France. Pay nee ee 
“To Moe i ie iy 
 Rassy, March 24, 1778. 

i | My< sis ae friend. was. in, the right, not 
“ to call in question the sincerity of my words, where | 
say, ebruary 12, we can treat if any propositions are 
made to us.”. They were true then, and are so still, if 
Britain has not declared war with France; for in that 
case we shall undoubtedly think ourselves obliged to con- 
tinue the war as long as she does. But methinks you. 
should have taken us at our word, and. have. sent imme- 
diately. your propositions in order to prevent.such a Wars, 
if you did not chuse it. Still I conceive it would be well 
to do it, if. you have not already rashly begun the: war. 
Assure yourself nobody more sincerely wishes perpetual — 
peace among men than I do; but there is,a.prior wish) 
that they would be equitable and just, otherwise such: 
peace is not possible, and indeed wicked men have no, 
right to expect it.. Adieu! [am ever yours most affec- 
tionately, _ udaced wiory Bs FRANKLIN. 


Note: bai Witiiam. Puttney, Eso. M. P, (under 
/ “the assumed name of Williams.) . : 
Mr. Williams returned this morning to | 
Paris, and will be glad to see Dr. Franklin! whenever it is 
convenient for the Doctor, at the Hotel Frasiliere, Rue 
Tournou. It is near the hotel where he lodged when the 
Doctor saw him a fortnight ago. He does not propose 


eickey © 


t Dr. Shirley. 
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ta go abroad, and therefore the’ Denied will find him at 
anyhour. He understands that Mr. Alexander. is not yet 
returned from, Dijon, which he regrets. 

_ Sunday Morning, March 29, 1778... 


[The following Letter to Mr, Pultney, was not sent, but 
contains what was said in a Conversation Dr. Frank- 
lin had with him in Paris] 


To Wintiam Putrney; Esq. 
a Pi . 3 Passy, March 30, 1778. 
When I first had the honour of. conversing: 
with you ‘on the subject of peace, I mentioned it as my 
opinion that every proposition which implied our volun-' 
tarily agreeing to return to a dependence on Britain was 
now become impossible; that a peace’ on equal terms 
undoubtedly might be made; and that though we had no. 
particular powers to treat of peace with England, we had, 
general powers to make treaties of peace, amity, and com- 
merce, with any state in Europe, by which I thought we 
might be authorized to treat with Britain; who, if. sin-. 
cerely disposed to peace, might save time and much blood- 
shed by treating with us directly. | 
I also gave it. as my opinion, that in the treaty,.to be 
made, Britain should endeavour by the fairness and gene- 
rosity of: the terms, she offered, to) recover. the. esteem, 
confidence, and affection, of. America, without. which ‘the 
peace could not be. so beneficial, as it was not likely.to 


be Jasting. An this [ had the pleasure to find you of my. 
opinion. 


4 


But I see by the propositions you dude communicated 
to me, igh the ministers cannot. yet divest themselves of 


i 
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the idea, that the power of parliament over us is constitu- 
tionally absolute and unlimited ; and that the limitations’ 
they may be willing now ‘to’ put to it by treaty, are so 
“many favours, or so many Benefits for which we are to 
seailbe compensation. ~ : 

~ As\ our’ opinions in ‘Beste are: esha sidiaieon’ a 
treaty ou the terms proposed,” appears to me utterly im- 
practicable either here or there. Here we cértainly can- 
not make it, having not the. smallest authority to make 
even the declaration specified i in the proposed letter, with- 
out which, if I understood you right, be 3 with us can- 
vot be commenced. sit 

-Tsincerely wish as much for ‘peace as ‘you do, and I 
have: enough remaining of good will for England to wish’ 
it for her sake aswell'as for our own, and for the sake of 
humanity. In the present state of things, the proper . 
means of obtaining it, in my opinion; are to acknowledge 
the independence of the United States, and then enter at 
once into a treaty with us for a suspension of arms, with 
the usual: provisions relating to distances; and another for 
establishing peace, friendship, and commerce, such as 
France has madé. This might prevent a war between you 
and that kingdom, which in the present circumstances and 
temper of the two nations an accident may brmg on every 
day, though contrary to the interest and without the pre- 
vious intention of either. Such a treaty we might pro- 
bably now make with the approbation of our friends; but 
if you go to war with them on account of their friendship 
_ for us, we aré bound by ties, stronger than can be formed 
by any treaty, to fight against you with them, as Tong as 
the war against them shall continue. — ; | 

May God at last grant that wisdom to your national 


~ 
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councils which he seems long to have denied them, and 
whieh only “sincére, just, and humane intentions can merit 
“or expect, ‘With ‘great personal‘esteem, I have the ho- 
nour to be, Sir, gdh i i B. FrRanxuin. 


' 


eae, We AuEXANDER, Esg! TO Dr. FRANKLIN. 
“My Dean Srx, Geta age GF wsot ¥ 


ana 
‘Upon a night reflection it is thought right 


‘that y you | "he possessed of the inclosed, * to be afterwards 
‘returned without taking. copy, in case no business be done. 
Will you Tet me know by the bearer, if we are to see you 
in town ‘to-day, and when, that, I may be at hand | co ‘ 
‘Saturday, porning, April 4, 1778. 


7s 


, % 
mae ey 


ary To Dr. Banerder;? F.RAS: ee 
| DEAR ‘Sir, as Nii gi April 16, ‘1778: 


lw Se FF 


[ wish you. “would asstire our friend, that Dr. 
eas never gave any ‘such expectations to Mr. Pult- 
(On the gontrary, he. told him that. ‘the Commis- 
‘went io recover the bichon or ‘to cond | His: ‘opinion 
‘is confirmed. by the inclosed ‘resolves, which pethaps it 
“may not de amiss to publish i in England. Please to send 
me the pewspaper. ‘Yours affectionately, | 
B. FRANKLT IN. 


psa Sag BabA eb he 


obi 


- * Some: proposals on the part ‘of the’ British ministry, even- 
«tually disapproved of by Dr. Franklin, and returned. 

2 An American gentleman of great worth and abilities; an 
intimate and much respected friend of Dr. ‘Franklin’ s, to whem 
the United States are greatly indebted for his. exertion and assist- 
ance in the cause of tneir independence. | 


Vou. IL. | =p 
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To His ExceLnen ty Josern Reeo, Esq. 


‘President of the State of Pennsyloania. | 
Ngee, As Tied wdeolomPinges, March 19, 17302 

| I have just received the pamphlet’ you did 
me the honour to send me by M. Gérard, and have read 
it with pleasure ; not only as the clear state of facts, it 
‘does you honour, but as it proves ‘the’ falsehood of a man, 
‘who ‘also showed tio’ ¥egard to truth in what he said of: me, 
“that I approved of ‘the ‘propositions he carried over.” 

The truth is this, his brother, Mr. Pultuey, came here. 
with those propositions ; and after stipulating that if T did 
not approve of them, I should not Speak of them to aby 
person, he communicated them to me. I told him frank- 
ly, on his desiring to know my sentiments, that I bib 
NOT approve of them, and that I was sure they wouLD 
Not be accepted in America. But I said there are two 
othér Commissioners here. I will, if you please, show 
‘your propositions to them, and you will hear their opi- 
nions. I will'also show them to the ministry here, with- 
‘out whose knowledge’ and concurrence we can take” no 
‘step in such affairs. Ne o, said he ; as you do not approve 
‘of them, it can answer no purpose ‘to show them to any 
body else: thé reasons that weigh with you will also 
weigh with them : therefore, I now pray that no mention 
may be made of my having been here, or -my business. 
To this I agreed, and therefore nothing could be more 
astonishing to me, than to see im an American newspaper, 


SUE: Um Oe ND Sr Am pA A od eRe SHON 


s This etter is invited nile out of its s pla as etiidating the 
foregoing one. 


‘ 
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that direct lie, in a letter from Mr. Sanaa: joined 
with two other falsehoods, relating to the | time of the 
treaty, and to the opinion of Span! 

‘In proof 6f'the above, ‘IT inclose a certificate of a friend 
of Mr. Pultney’s, the only person present at our jnter- 
view; and I do it the rather at this time, because I am 
siovtivll ‘that another calumniator (the same who for- 
‘merly in ‘his private letters to particular members, accused 
you, with Messrs. Jay, Duanes, Langdon, and Harrison, 
of betraying the secrets of Congress in.a correspondence 
with the ministry) thas made this transaction with Mr. 
‘Pulmey, an article of accusation against me, as ‘having 
approved ‘the same propositions. He proposes, I under- 
‘stand, to settle in your government. ‘I. caution you to 
‘beware of ‘him; for in sowing suspicions and jealousies, 
in creating misunderstandings and quarrels among friends, 
in malice, subtilty, and: indefatigable Bae he’ i T 
think, no equal. : " | a 402 

Tam glad to see that you continue to’ prise’ an. our 
new State, as it shows that your, public. conduct ‘is. ap- 
proved by the people. You have had.a difficult time, 
which required abundance of prudence; and you have 
been equal to the occasion. The disputes, about the. con- 
stitution seem to have subsided. It is much admired 
here and all over Europe, and will draw over many fami- 
lies, of fortune to settle. under it, aS soon ,as there is a 
peace. » The defects. that, ; ‘may on, seven , years’. trial be 
-found «in it, can; be amended, when, the. time ..comes. for 
-considering them. {With great and sincere esteem, and 
respect, T have the honour to-be,Xc. B. FRANKLIN. | 


‘ ‘ ' 
5 t i% Ps ae 4 7. bes 4 aie * ‘ at " he 
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nelosed i in the Dtaneiat fa 

Ido Nereby certify whom it may concern, | that I was 
with Mr. Pultney and Dr. Franklin at. Paris, when in a 
conversation between them on the subject of | certain pro- 
positions for a reconciliation with, America, offered by 
Mr. Pultney, ‘Dr. Franklin said he did not approve of 
them, nor did he think they would be approved in Ame- 
rica, but that he would communicate them to his col- 
leagues and the French ministry. ‘This Mr. Pultney 
opposed, saying, that it would answer no good end, as -he 
was persuaded that what weighed with Dr. Franklin would 
weigh also with them; and therefore desired: that no 
mention might be made of his having offered such pro- 
positions, or even of his having been here, on such busi- 
ness; but that the whole might be buried in oblivion, 
agreeable to what had been stipulated by Mr. Pultney, 
and agreed to by Dr. Franklin, before the propositions 
were produced, which Dr. Franklin mechrdnel promised. 


es gabe Beare 19, 1780 wigan’ heh 


(Signed) WILLIAM a vga ale ; 


To Dr. Franxuin, Passy. | 
» Dear Str, 


I send ‘you adjoined, the certificate you de- 
sire ; : and am perfectly convinced from conversations I 
have since had with Mr. Pultney, that nobody was autho- 
rized ‘to hold the language which has been imputed” to 
him on that subject ; and as I have a high opinion of his 
candour and worth, I know it must be painful to him to 
be brought into question m matters of fact with persons. 
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he ésteems. I could wish that this matter may receive, 
no farther:publicity than what is nist hap for your justifi- 
cation. | oe dam »W. ALEXANDER: 


song 7 a 
ae 


aie mahecih DE VeRGENnes, fe oe anion 
“Minister ni Foreign Affairs, 14 ersailles.. , ii 


th hiatant » Passy, April. 24, 178. 


shits s 4Mr. ai sitet of. parliament, an, old 
sbisaliedaiied of mine, arrived here from London on Suite 
day last. He isgenerally in the opposition, especially, on 
American questions, but has some respect for. Lord, 
North... In: conversation » he expressed the strongest anx- 
iety for peace with America, and appeared . extremely 
desirous to know my sentiments of the terms which might 
probably be acceptable if offered 5. whether America 
would not, to obtain peace, grant some superior advantages 
im trade to Britain, and enter into an alliance offensive and 
defensive ;; whether, if war should be declared against 
France, we-had. obliged ourselves by treaty.to jom with 
her against England. My answers. have: been,; That the 
United States were not fond of war, and with the advice 
of their friends would probably be easily prevailed with to 
maké peace on equitable terms, but we had no terms 
committed to us to propose, and I did not chuse. to men- 
tion any. That Britain having injured us heavily by mak- 
ing this unjust, war upon us, might think herself well off, 
if on reparation. of those injuries, we admitted her to 
equal, advantages with other nations in commerce ; but 
certainly she had no reason to expect superior. That her 
known. fondness for. wary and the many istances of her 
readiness to engage in’ wars on frivolous occasions, were 
probably sufficient to cause an immediate rejection of 


> Bs 
aD 
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every proposition for an offensive alliance: with her. ‘And 
thiat if she made war against France on our account, a 
peace with us’at the’ same time was impossible ; for that 
having met with friendship from that generous nation 
when we were cruelly oppressed by England, we were 
under ties stronger’ than treaties could form, to make 
common cause, which we should certainly do to the ut- 
wnost of our power. Here has also beew with me a Mr. 
Chapman, who says he is a member of the parliament of 
Treland, on his way home from Nice, where he had been — 
for the recovery of his health. He pretended to calkion 
me only from motives of respect for my character, &c. 
But after'a few compliments he entered ‘on a similar dis- 
course, ‘urging much to know what terms would: satisfy 
America, and whether on having peace and independence 
granted to us, we should not 'be willing to submit to the 
Navigation Act, or give equivalent privileges in trade to 
Britam. The purport of my answer.to him was, in short, 
that peace was of equal value to England as to us, and 
independence we were already in possession of: that 
therefore England’s offer to grant them to us, could not 
be considered as proposmeg any favour, or as giving her a 
right to expect peculiar advantages in commerce. By his 
importunity I found his visit was not so occasional as he 
répresented it: and from some expressions I conjectured 
hé might be’ sent by Lord Shelburne, to sound me, ‘and 
collect some information, On the whole, I gather from 
these conversations, ‘that the opposition, as well as the 
ministry, are perplexed with the present: situation of 
affairs, and'know not which way to turn themselves,’ whe- 
ther it is best to go backward or forward, or what steps 
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to take to” pinrnesiive nation, ine its present, aan 
situation, prdertis: Laxiphes 
ah shoughbiinaigh? to give your lisatlianans pa aedatine 
these, interviews, and, to acquamt you with my intention 
of. avoiding, such hereafter, as I see but little prospect, of 
utility in them, and, think. are very, liable to, cbyesia 
-misrepresentations. rae 
» By advices from | EHS Co we | pany a fleet. ‘foe 
Cialis. with. goods valued at 500,000/.. sterling, i is to 
sail about the end of this month. under convoy only of .a 
single frigate of thirty guns, in which is, to.go. ‘Governgr 
Haldimand. ett) 

.» Inclosed I ws a siaeed L ea ‘Sut uhoapetoer raya pene | 
don... It is not subscribed by any name, but I know .the 
hand. It is from an old friend of. general and great. 
acquaintance, and marks strongly the present distress and 
despair of considerate people in England. I have the 
honour to be, with the greatest respect, your Excellency’s, 
Bid isis ohne, dice giplaitie tiny Be EBANKLAN, 


phdary 


Fnom Count DE VERGENNES TO Dr. ay 
_ FRANKLIN. ifenten 


ni auicate 26 ersailles, April 25, 1778, 

re we al ‘rendu, compte. au Roi, Monsieur, dua 
sone de lettre que vous m’avez fait Vhonneur_ de 
m’écrire hier, et sa. majesté me charge de vous témoigner 
toute. sa satisfaction de votre | empressement. a nous in- 
former de. Pobjet de vos conférences avec M,, Hartley. 
Le grand, art de.l’Angleterre. fut toujours de chercher a 
diviser,, clest un, hon, moyen en effet pour. s'assurer l’em- 
‘pire 5, mais ce n’est ni, anprés de vous ni AYPESS de. yos 
collégues qu’il peut étre employe avec succes 5 Je porte 
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avec confiance’le méme jugement’ des Etats-Unis.’ Au 
reste il n’est pas possible, Monsieur, de repondre avec’ 
plus de noblesse, de franchise’ ét de fermeté que vous 
Vavez fait aM. Hartley : : il n’a’pas lieu d’étre content de 
sa ‘mission. J’ignore ‘si’ ce membre du patlement’ en a 
une pour nous; il désire de me voir; et” Je Vattens’ dans la 
matinée. Je ne serois pas surpris qu'il ne se proposat’ de 
semer la defiance entre nous en introduisant une double 
| négociation, mais je ‘saural’ y obvier, et vous serez instruit 
de ce qui. se passera vials anne Me ie il y ait 
quelque’ chose d’intéressant. © Meee > Sa oehe ie 
J’ar Phonneur d’étre avec une trés parfaite’ considera 
tion, are to votre’ trés humble et trés obéissant servi- 
teur, ND A thle Viste | | hath Dw VERGENNES. 


Se at a ee ead ct eer Y 2 Hae 7 i BSE HWY HAG 
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aE ha i 
To Dr. FRanxuin, Passy. 


 DeawiSeryo lindane Paris, April 29, 1778. 

: ~~ PF will take care of all your commissions. 
This moment a second packet of infinite value is received, 
which I shall cherish as a mark of affection from you. I 
opened the letter by mistake which came with it, and soon 
saw it was not for me. I hope you will excuse it. «I 
chuse rather to throw myself upon ‘your goodness for the 
excise, ‘than * any ‘thing: else. I shall not set out till be- 
tween one, ‘and two; therefore if you will be so good as 
io’ sétid me another pineinde eb wil take care oF it ie deliver 
it safely. a PAN OREM MOP 6 Qitecahe del Gmho ws 4a ee 
God bless"'you, iy dear friend? No exertion ’ or en- 
deavour on my part shall be wanting, that we may’ some 
time or other meet again in peace. — ‘Your powers: are In- 
finitely more’ influential than mine. To those powers I 


? 
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trust my “last hopes, “I will’ epee, eer are the! 


popmnnerers “Your affectionate isk eM ay B88 
jah Bt aca Ps reas Fabra i SPT AP D. ‘Hartrey.’ 


AN Biers ys : P : se47 A y ‘ 


, 
SOMES hy Sy ERAN REF CAN rae Sa TO, FIFO ey fi a ee eR) s 


if 


_ If. tempestuous, ‘sioead, abaaube comey: wre care ete your 


own safety ; ; events are uncertain, and men.may be capri- 


* 


clous.. pont &e. D. H. 
eid wha nse er SANawen, ipa 
pid plogeyatl is) thet you for’your kind caution, bie we 
ing depot finished a long life, I set but little value on 
what remains of it!) Like a draper, when one chafférs with 
hiny for a remnant, I ‘am ready to say, “ As it is’ only the 
fag-end; [ will not’ differ: with’ you ‘about it, take it for 
what you please.” Perhaps the best use such an old fel- 
low can be put'to, is to make a’martyr of him, ~——-B. F. ’ 


~~ ENDORSEMENT on the Note following it. 
sass ‘dene anonymous letter delivered to ‘me at nine an the 
“evening May 20,78. It seems intended to draw me out 
“into those gardens for some ‘bad purpose ; as the person 
“who pretended to have such urgent business with me has 
“ never since appeared ; though (refusing to go out at that 


“time “gi sey! IT ates the next — at 11 o'clock.” 


WP 4 é B. FRANKLIN. | 
5s Une personne qui auroit quelque chose de 

tres intéressant et pressé a vous communiquer, desireroit, 

Monsieur, que vous voulussiez bien lui donner un mo- 

meut. pour Tui. procurer Vaciément de ‘sentretenir avec 

vous sur ce dont il s’agit. Paper see iat 

- L’on: satt que ‘vous. venez. quelquefois. all fain ie 


7 
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eaux,’ et comme Von ne veut étre‘appergu d’aucun de vos 
gens (et que l'on a des; raisons. trés fortes pour cela), ’on 
s’est, transporté ici tout exprés de Paris, dans lespoir que 
l’on aura l’avantage de vous voir et de vous parler d’objet 
d’autant plus important qu'il concerne’ des pei dis- 
tinguées. EASES ARG iit teh, wa vetil b BIOTA AG MEET 
| ae ee, wae ee wd, oer Cig tees 
Hoa To A Lutrer From BrussExs, 

to cBRaER hd cata J ery Passy, July 1, 1778. 
FER ~ Lyeceived your letter Materia at Broséels the 
16th past. Fe U8 GH 2 ty sete it ern Qty 
‘My vanity. might possibly be ditmord ni your. heals 
sions of compliment to. my, understanding, if your propo- 
sals did not more clearly manifest a mean opinion of it... 
You conjure me in the name of the omniscient and: just 
God before whom I must.appear, and by my. hopes of fu 
ture fame, to consider if some expedient cannot be found 
to put a stop to the desolation of America, and prevent 
the miseries of a general war. As I am conscious. of hay- 
ing taken every step im my power to prevent the breach 
and no one to widen it; [ can appear cheerfully before 
that God, fearing nothing from his justice in this particu- 
lar, though [have much. occasion for his mercy in: many 
others. As to my future, fame I am content to rest it on 
my past and present conduct, without. ‘seeking an addition 
to it in the crooked, dark paths you propose to me, where 
I should most certainly lose it. This your solemn address 
would therefore have been more properly made to your 
sovereign and his venal parliament. He and they whe 
wickedly vegan ond madly canting a war for the desolan 


i 


* So edie as ‘niisisina si apiiozy wa sib mineral bien of 
Passy. 
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tion ataltannnea: are, se easels fo the conse- 
quences. Gat gon) ef : if 
- You, st mal to ai iy me ak a pee opinion at 
Eecsich faith; but, the instances of their. friendly endea- 
vours) toserve a race, of, weak princes who by their own 
imprudence defeated, every, attempt to promote their inte- 
rest; weigh, but little: with me, when I consider the steady, 
friendship of France to, the thirteen United States of Swit- 
- gerland, whicii; has. now. continued inviolate two hundred 
years. You: tell me that she will certainly cheat us, and, that 
she despises us already. 1 do,not believe that she will cheat 
us, and I, am not certain. that she despises us, but I see 
clearly that you are endeavouring to. cheatus by your con; 
ciliatory bills ; that you actually despised our, understand- 
ings when you flattered yourselves those artifices would 
succeed:;, and that not only France but. all Europe, your- 
selves included, most certainly and for ever would despise 
us if. we were weak iit to alia your insidiqus pro- 
positions. . Oeteodo » it an 
Our expectations - the future sh of th are 
not-so miagnificent, and therefore not so vain or visionary, 
as yourepresent them to be. The body. of our people — 
are not: merchants, but humble husbandmen, who delight 
in the cultivation of. their lands, which from, their fertility - 
and the variety of our, climates, are capable of furnishing 
. allthe necessaries and conveniences of life without exter- 
nal commerce... And we have.,too much. land to have the | 
least temptation to,.extend. our territory by. conquest from 
peaceable neighbours;:as, well as too'much justice. to. think 
of it. Our militia. you. find by. experience are sufficient to 
defend our lands from. invasion ;. and the commerce with 
us will be defended by. all the nations who find an advan- 
tage in it. We therefore have not the occasion you ima- 


28 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART III. 


- gine of fleets, or standing armies, but may leave those ex-' 
pensive machines to be maintained for the pomp of princes, 
and the wealth of ancient states. We propose, if possi- 
ble, to live in peace with all mankind) and after you have 
been convinced to your cost, that there is nothing’ to be 
got by attacking us, we have reason to hope that no other 
power will judge it prudent to quarrel with us, lest they; 
divert us from our own quiet industry, and turn us into 
corsairs: preying upon theirs. . The weight therefore of an 
independent: empire, which you seem so certain of our 
imability to bear, will not be so great as you imagine: » The 
expense of our civil government we have always borne, 
and can easily bear, because it is small. A. virtuous and 
laborious people may be cheaply governed. : Determining 
as we do to have no offices of profit, nor any sinecures: or. 
useless appoitments, so common in ancient aud corrupted. 
states, we can govern ourselves a year for the sam: you 
pay.in a single department, or for what one jobbing con- 
tractor, by. the favor of a nwa can cheat you out of m 
a single article. | eG 
You think we flatter ourselves and are dleBeinase into an 
opinion that ‘England must acknowledge our independency. 
We on the other hand think you flatter yourselves in ima- 
gining such an acknowledgment a vast boon which we 
strongly desire, and which you may gain some great ad- , 
vantage by granting or witholding. We have never asked 
it of you. We only tell you, that you can. have no treaty. 
with us but as an independent State ; and you may_please 
yourselves and your children with sis rattle: of. your right 
to govern us, as long as you have done with that of your 
King’s being King of France, without giving us the least 
concern, if you do’ not attempt to exercise it. That this 
pretended right is indisputable, as you say, we utterly deny. 
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Your parliament never had a right to govern us, and your 
King has forfeited it by his bloody tyranny. But I thank 
you for letting me know a little of your mind, that even if 
the parliament should acknowledge our independency, the 
act would not be binding to posterity, and that your nation 
would resume and prosecute the claim as soon as they 
found it convenient from the influence of your passions, 
and your present malice againstus. We suspected before, 
that you would not be actually bound by your conciliatory 
acts longer than till they had served their purpose of in- 
ducing us to disband our forces, but we were not certain 
that you were knaves by principle, and that we ought not 
to have the least confidence in your offers, promises or 
treaties, though confirmed by parliament. I now indeed 
recollect my being informed long since, when in England, 
that’a certain very, great personage, then young,. studied 
auch a certain book entitled Arcana imperii.. Uhad the 
curiosity’to procure the book and read it. There are sen- 
sible and good things in it, but some bad ones; for if [ 
remember right, a particular king is applauded for his poli- 
tically “exciting a rebellion among his subjects at a time 
when they had not strength to. support it, that he might in 
-subdumg them take away their privileges which were 
troublesome to him: and a’ question is formally stated. 
and discussed, “ Whether a prince, who to appease a revolt, 
makes promises of indemnity to the revolters, is obliged to 
fulfil those promises?’ Honest and good men would say 
aye t but this politician says, as you say,—no. And he gives 
this pretty reason, that though it was right to make the 
_ promises, because otherwise revolt would not be sup- 
_pressed ; yet it would be wrong to keep them, because 
revolters ought to be-punished to deter future revolts. If 
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these are the ‘principles’ ‘of your ‘ation, ino soniidigdelod 
be placed in you, it is in’ vain'td treat with you, andthe 
wars can only-end in ‘being’ gna to an utter cg iy of 
continuing ‘them. RP NOREEN: SKF te 

“One main drift of your seine seems to be ‘to impress 
me with an idea of your own ‘impartiality, by just censures 
of your ministers and measures, and to‘draw from me pro- 
positions of peace, or approbations of ‘those you ‘have en+ 
closed me, ‘which you intimate may by your means ‘be con- 
veyed to the king directly ‘without the intervention of those 
ministers. Would you ‘have me give ‘them ‘to, or drop 
them fora ’stranger I’may ‘find next Monday in the church 
of Notre Dame, to be known’by a ‘rose in his hat? “You 
yourself, Sir, are quite unknown to me, you have not 
trusted me with your‘name. ‘Our taking the least step to- 
‘wards'a-treaty with England through you, might, if you 
are‘an enemy, be made use of to ruin us with our new 
and good friends. I may be indiscreet enough m many. 
things; but certainly if I were disposed to make’ ‘proposi- 
‘tions: (whieh: I cannot do, having none committed to meto 
make) T should never think of Pinging them to the Lord. 
knows who, to be carried to ‘the Lord knows: where ; to 
serve no one knows ‘what purposes. Being‘ at this time 
one of the most remarkable figures in Paris, even my ap- 
‘pearance in the church of Notre Dame, where I cannot 
shave any conceivable business, and especially ‘being seen 
‘to leave or drop any letter to any person there, would bea 
matter of some speculation, and might from the suspicians 
it‘must naturally give, have véry mischievous consequences 
‘to our credit here. The very proposing of a correspon- 
denice so to be:managed, ina manner not necessary where 
‘fair dealing is intended, gives just (reason to,suppose you 
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intend the contrary. Bestdes,'as your: Gourt has sent com- 
missioners to treat swith: the ‘congress, | with! ‘all ‘the. powers 
that would be given them by the ‘crown under 'the act of 
parliament, what good purpose can be ‘served ‘by privately 
‘obtaining ‘propositions from us? Before those commis- 
sioners Wweut, we might have ‘treated m virtue ‘of our gene- 
#al powers, (with the knowledge, advice, ‘and approbation 
‘of our friends) upon any propositions ‘made to'us. But 
«inider the present circumstances for ts to make proposi- 
tions, while a treaty is supposed to be actually on foot 
with the congress, would ‘be ‘extremely ‘improper, ‘higtily 
‘presumptuous with regard ‘to our honourable ieee, 
and diswer ito’ good end whatever. at Niele 

4d write this letter to you notwithstanding, cubic I I think 
Lean convey in a less ‘mysterious matiner; and think it 
‘may come to your hands;) I write if because I would let 
‘you know our sense of your procedure, which appeats-as 
‘Imsidious as that of your conciliatory bills. Your ‘true 
‘way to obtain peace, if your ministers desire it, 1s to pros 
‘pose openly to the congress fair and “equal ‘térins 5; and 
you may possibly come sooner ‘to a ¥esolution, when you 
‘find that ‘personal flatteries, general cajoling, and: panegy- 
rics’ on our virtue and ‘wisdom are not'likely’to'have the 
effect you seem to expect, the persuading us to act basely. 
and foolishly in betraymg our country and’ posterity into 
the hands of our most bitter enemies, giving up or selling 
of our arms, and warlike ‘stores, ‘dismissing. our ships of 
war ‘and troops, and putting those’ enemies in possession 
of our forts and ports. This proposition of delivering 
ourselves bound and gagged, ready for hanging without 
even a right to complam, and without a friend to be found 
afterwards among all mankind, you would have us embrace 


» 


32 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Itt. 


upon the faith of, an, act of parliament ! Good God, 

act of your parliament! ly This demonstrates that ane 
not yet know us, and that you fancy we do not know you: 
but it is not merely this flimsy faith that we are to act 


upon; you offer us hope, the hope of PLACES, PENSIONS 


and PEERAGES. These, judging from yourselves, you 


think, are motives irresistible. This offer to- corrupt us, 
Sir, i 1s with me your. credential, and convinces me that you 
are not a private volunteer i in your, application. “It bears 


the stamp of British Court. intrigue, and the signature of 
-your King. But think for a moment in what light it must 


-be viewed in America. By puaces which cannot come 


among us, for you take care by a special article to keep 
them to yourselves. We must then pay the salaries in 


order to enrich ourselves with these places. . But-you will 
give us PENSIONS; probably to be paid too out of your 


expected American revenue ; and which none of us can 


accept without deserving we perhaps obtaining a suspen- 
ston. PEERAGES! alas ! Sir, our long observation of 
the vast servile majority of your peers voting constantly 


for every measure proposed by a minister, however weak 
or wicked, leaves'us small respect for them, and we con- 
sider it'as a sort/of tar-and-feather honour, or a mixture of 


foulness and folly; which every man ‘among us who 
should accept from your King would ‘be obliged to re- 
‘nounce or exchange for that conferred by the mobs of their 


own country, or wear it with everlasting shame. — 


i Iam, Sir, your ‘hunble servant, ~ wae FRaNKLIN. 


Re 


PART UI. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, © 33 


Letter in answer ‘to ‘the Propositions of quitting the ) 
+ we ‘ paaiMiledihi Alliance with France. dom 


me eee 


"Supposed t to a to Davip ie Hascar, Esq. 


pon ile rae Mi ula » Rassy, Feb. 3, 1779» ) 

i oopeleee tt) Daeg just gen your favour of the 
23d past, in. reliibfe you mention, “that the alliance be- 
tween France. and America is the great stumbling block, 
inthe way of making peace ;” and you goon to observe, 
that “ whateyer, engagements America may have entered 
into, they may, at least by the consent of parties, be redin- 
guished, for the purpose of removing so material an ob- 
stacle to any general treaty of free and unengaged parties.” 
Adding that “if the parties could meet for the sake of 
peace upon free and open ground, you. should..think thac 
a very fair proposition to be offered to the people of Eng- 
land, and an equitable. proposition. in itself.” The long, 
steady, and kind regard you have shewn. for the welfare of 
America. by the whole tenor of your conduct in parliament, 
satisfies me, that this proposition never took its rise with 
you, but has been suggested from. some other quarter ; 
and that your excess of humanity, your love of peace, and — 
your fear for us that the destruction we. are threatened 
with, will certainly be effected, have thrown.a mist before 
your eyes which hindered you from seeing the malignity 
and mischief of it. We know that your K, hates, Whigs 
and Presbyterians; that he thirsts. for our. blood; of 
which he has already drunk large draughts ; that weak and 
unprincipled ministers are ready to-execute the wickedest 
of his orders, and his vernal parliament equally ready to 
vote them just.. Not the smallest appearance of a reason 
can be imagined tupable: of inducing -us to think of relin- 

Von ne’) # or rf artes } yore haa 
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quishing < a solid alliance with one of the most amiable as well 
as most powerful princes of Europe, for the expectation 
of unknown terms of peace to be afterwards offered to.us 
by. such. a government. A government that has already 
shamefully broken all the compacts it ever, made:with us. 
This is: worse than, advising us to. drop the. substance for 
the shadow... The dog after he found his mistake might 
possibly have recovered his. mutton ;, but awe could never 
hope. to be trusted agai by France, or indeed by.any other 
nation under heaven. Nor does there appear any more 
necessity for dissolying.an alliance with France, before you 
can treat. with us, than there would of dissolving your,al- 
liance with Holland, or your union with Scotland before. 
we could treat with you. Ours is therefore no material 
obstacle to a treaty as you suppose it to be. Had Lord 
North been the author of such a proposition, all the world 
would have said it was insidious, and meant only to de- 
ceive and divide us from our friends, and: then to ruin us : 
supposing our fears might be strong enough to) procure an 
acceptance of it. But thanks to God that is not the.case ! 
We have long since settled all the account;in our own 
minds. We know the worst you can do to us, if youhave 
- your wish, is to confiscate our estates and take our lives, 
to rob and murder us; and this you have seen, we are 
ready to hazard, rather than come again under your ¢ detested 


. government... 


You must observe, my eae baad, ‘that w am alittle 

warm, . Excuse me! ’Tis over. Only let me counsel you 

not to. think of being sent hither.on so fruitless. an errand 

as that of making such a proposition. bis 

_. It puts me in mind of the comic farce intitled Gakic 
or the Wreckers. You may, have. forgotten | it; but I will 

endeavour to amuse you by recollecting a little of it, 


- 
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Scene.’ Mount’s Bay. A ship riding’ at anchor in a 
great storm. A lee'shore full of rocks, and lined with peo- 
ple, furnished with axes and’ carriages to cut up wrecks, 
knock the sailors ‘on’ the head, anid ssigd of the he a 
‘necbdens to custom. EB NARS ACR REE 

Ast Wrecker. ‘This ship rides it out Lager “ei {ie 
Baie a She must have good ground tackle. 

‘ed Wrecker. We had’ better send off a boat to na and 
”/perstiade her’ to’ take a pilot, who can afterwards: run her 
Hg nai where we can best come at her.” MOREE: 
. “Sa Wrecker. { doubt whether the boat can live in’ this 
“sea. But if there are any brave fellows willing to hazard 
“themselves for the good of the paid and a double share 

© Let them say ‘Ave. , halla 
és - Several Wreckers. 1, 1, 1, 1. 343th 

” The boat goes off, and comes under the. ship’s stern. 
 OBabnosmut ‘So tis the wae ahoa! © MAIO 

' ‘Captains Hulloa, ~~ CEA TUBS SHS 
5 8 ‘Would you haye-a ee MeO gqus 

Capi. No, no! $i 
— Sp. It blows hard, ‘and you are in danger. 18 se a 


Capt. SB iHow a iP AP VP 

Sp. Will vig pa a better "cable ? we o have’ one in‘the 
boat here:; shined bog dow 

Capt. What do you ask for sip voi, lysagtil opybaas 


Sp. Cut that you pal and then we'll talk about the 
eye of-thig.)) “eS HeU: Hoy 230) . 

Capt. I shall do’ no aii Féobsh: thing. Ihave lived j in 
your’ parish formerly, and know the heads: of ‘ye too ‘well 
to trust ye: keep off from my cable there 5 “Psee you have 
a mind. ‘to cut it’ bade if you ge bu nearer to it, 

I'll fire into you ‘and : sink 3 OC epiele S  aeecePh 
Sp. Iti is a damn’d rotten French ‘cable, and will Bart 


! 
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of itself in-half.an hour. Where: will. you be de Gis 
tam ?you had better take our offers) 99) softs: 7 

Capt. You offer nothing, you rogues, “aa care “0 
mischief. “My cable is good and. strong,,and. will hold 
long enough to baulk all your projects. _ 

Sp. You talk unkindly, utp to people who came 
here only for your good, — Sts 

Capt. I know you come ior all our r goods, but, by God's 
help, you shall have none of them. ‘You shall not serve 
us as you did the Tndiamen. . Pirarer: 

Sp. Come, my lads, let's be. gone. This fellow sit 
fo) great a fool as we took him to be. — ne ae 

ee a re ee has 2 


: rg et icy re 
> rT 7 te eae 


To Davip HAnttey, Esq. * 

Dear Sir, PMI as Feb. 22, 1779: 
My ae | received your ‘proposition for” re- 
moving the stumbling-block. Your constant desires of 
peace ought to endear you to both sides ; 3 but this propo- 
sition seems to be naturally impracticable. _ | We can never 
think of quitting a solid alliance ‘made and ratified, in or- 
der to be in a state for receiving unknown proposals of 
peace which may vanish in the discussion. The truth i is 
we have no kind of faith in your government, which | ap- 
pears to us as insidious and deceitful as it is unjust and 

cruel. Its character i is that of the spider in ‘ Sie ape 


ae 


cunning and fierce, 
Mi sasine abhorr’d ! 


Besides we cannot see. the necessity of our relinquishing 
our alliance with France 1 in order tov a bee ys more 
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than of your resnesnaie ss na miahapicae Tam, 


very pitectinnately, yourspilo: aia aplch yt oNwAS 
oe i MWR IG 20u Gordy, aquiion we pO sade 

is ed Davin Hantuny, Eso. M. P. 8 

Dear ‘Sir, mete Passy, March a1, 1779. 


if received duly yours of ‘the 2d instant. 
Tam sorry you have had so much trouble in the affair of the 
prisoners. You have been deceived | as “well as we. No 
cartel ship has yet appeared, and it is now evident that the 
delays 1 have been. of design, to give more opportunity of 
seducing the men by promises and hardships to seek their 
liberty in engaging against their country. For we ‘Jearn 
“from those who have escaped, that there are persons con- 
tinually employed in cajoling and menacing them, repre- 
“senting to them that we neglect them, that your govern- 
ment is willing to exchange them, and that it is our fault 
it is not done : that all the news from America is bad on 
their side ; we shall be conquered and they will be hanged, 
if they do not accept the | gracious offer of being pardoned 
on condition. of serving the King, &e. A great part of 
your - prisoners ‘have been képt these six months on beard 
a ship in Brest Road ready to be delivered : _where Tam 
afraid ‘they: were not $0 ‘comfortably accommodated : as they 
night have been in the French prisons. They are now 
ordered on shore. “Doctor Bancroft has received Jour 
letter here. ! ‘He did not go to Calais. en 


2) va EAE ES 6 ae PETES Oe yt og t see 
| 3! NORWA mecisa: : At A Gd 
2 It had been intended that Dr. Bancroft should proceed to Eng- 
land with a power from Dr. Franklin to negotiate an exchange of 
"prisoners, bat some difficulty having arisen, of which Mr, Hartley’s 
letter contained’ an’intimation, that journey did nut take-place. 
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-- Knowing’ how ‘earnestly and «constantly ‘you wish :for 
peacey ol cannot end a’ letter to: you: without dropping:a: 
word ‘on that subject, to mark that my ‘wishes are. ‘still.in 
unison ‘with yours.  After:the barbarities your’ nation has 
exercised against us, I am almost ashamed to:owm that I 
feel: sometimes for her» misfortunes -and her insanities, 
Your veins are open, and your best’ blood continually run- 
ning: *You have now got a little army into Georgia; and 
are triumphing in that success. Do»you expect ever'to 
see'that'army-again ? I know not what General Lincoln:or 
General: Thompson may be able to effect against them's 
butif they stay through the summer in that climate, there 
isa certain General Fever that I apprehend will give a 
gootlsaccount of most of them. Perhaps you comfort 
yourselyes' that our: loss of blood is:as great as. yours. 
But as physicians say, there is a great difference in the fa- 
cility:of repairing that loss, between an old. body and a 
young ‘ones: America adds to her numbers annually 
150,000 ‘souls. She therefore grows. faster than you can 
diminish her; and will out-grow all the mischief youcan do 
hery oHlave you the: same prospects? But it is unneces- 
sary for’ me torepresent to you, or you to me, the mischiefs 
each nation is subjected to by the war: we all see clear 
enough the: nonsense of continuing it; the difficulty: i 1s 
where:to find sense enough ‘to put an end. to it. Adieu, 
spc friend, and believe pikb Sic. BoFRanKLiy. 

Dis GOs oy bie © aonebs PyhoOd DSHBS (at deiw 


Pub PAS Hiniuey, Eso. TO Dr. PRANRLIN. 
'e @oitigogorg oi did) i. .svixaq iadte 3 2 Senile 
o My Dran Eniny Bel a London, April 22,1779. 
lis oF, isin dn i ihe this and some other pa- 
pers:(Mr: +—~) is ‘avery sensible sand: worthy gentleman, 
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with whom I:had' the pleasure of)contracting an:acquain- 
tance'since thes commencement: of the American troubles, 
originally upon theybusiness of the American prisoners: It 
isa satisfaction tome at all times to have found himva friend 
to the restoration of peace between the two countries.» It 
has likewise been an additional. satisfaction and confirma: 
tion tome in‘my own thoughts upon that subject, to find 
‘that his sentiments, I:think upon most, or all: of the sub- 
jectssupon which we:have conversed, have coincided with 
mine.o.'We both seem possessed of the opinion, that some 
plam of cpening a negociation, upon) preliminaries,:-which 
each side: might find tobe a sufficient security, to itself, 
might be practicable: and then, your sentiment, which you . 
gaveme in a letter some years ago, might have its free 
scope and effect, viz. A little time given Sor cooling might 
have excellent effects. ive, Srv eatons yal ae 
The sentiments I have ~— to you in my late letters 
for‘some months past, and which I have reduced in an in- 
closed paper, into a more specific shape, seem to me, upon 
very repeated reflection, to promise the fairest ground of. 
good expectation. These propositions-originate from my- 
self, asa mediator; 1 have communications with both 
sides, but no authority to make proposals from either ; 
and: perhaps neither side, if 1 were to. put the propositions 
separately to each (being myself unauthorized) might give 
me. positive consent. Each side separately might say No, 
from what is called political prudence’; and yet each side 
might, secretly wish that the offer could be made, with a 
done first from the other party. I think the proposition of 
a truce for five ‘or seven years, leaving ‘all things in ‘the 
present dispute in statu quo, must. be advantageous to all 
parties, if it were only in éonsideration that a general satis- 
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factory peace tovall parties may come among: the excellent 
effects: of time given for cooling. We can but fight it out 
at last.;; War never comes too late; wisdom may step in 
between: | These matters have stolen upon: us; and: bave 
arisen to great and: formidable-consequences from small 
and unexpected beginnings ;, but heniceforward, we should 
know. by experience -what to expect. If the rage of war 
could:but: be abated, fora, sufficient length of) time) for 
reasonand: reflection to operate, I, think, it »would) never 
revive., I, cannot pretend to forecast the result.ofany 
- hegociation;: but I think, war would. not revives» whieh is 
all that I want for my argument. , Peace, is a bonuman 
se ;, whereas,the most, favourable. events. oh war are but 
relatively, lesser. evils : certainly, they are evils: male: in 
Sig MOL PONG.ID Aeon oa soa vwiiud. om Gokiw dtarawaod 
_Lhope that a. cessation of bik ihitien would produce:a 
stctaiie) of, reflection.;. but even, to take the argument at 
the, worst advantage, the. two. parties are at a cooling dis- 
tance, of: three thousand miles asunder. If the flames.of 
war could be but once extinguished, does not the Atlantic 
ocean-contain, cold water enough to prevent their bursting 
out again? lam very ‘strougly of opinion. that’ the /two 
nations of Great Britain and North America, would accord 
to the proposition of ,a truce for cooling. ..l cannotisay 
whether .a_ British, ministry. would, accord. to) it, because 
they.,wont tell me:,,nor can I say whether; an) American 
plenipotentiary would, accord. to it, because probably. you 
wil. not tell.me. I put myself. mto your: hands however, 
when)Itell. you frankly Iam of opinion that. both would 
accord(to it, if, there-could. be.a’ done first on either side, 
to bind.the:bargain, firsts\. You: shave» the odds ofme in 
® this matter, because you know, one-half of the question 
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and: Lcannot give:you: any proof on the other side, but 
only my Own) presumptive judgment, upon observation, 
‘andupon a course-of reasoning in my own thoughts... 

-  Butfor France—my judgment would: be, thatif dard 
proposition‘of the proposed preliminaries should be agree- 
~ able to» America, France would do very unhandsomely to 
defeat it by their refusal... I likewise think it the interest 
of France ; because’their interest leads them to go: tooa 
certain point, and no further. . There is a disparity.in the 
operation of the. terms of the alliance on the part of 
France, and on the part of America... The more: vigour- 
ously: France interposes, the better for America; im pro- 
portion to -their exertions, they create, less:or. more, a 
diversion of the British force; this reasoning. goes straight 
forward for America; but ‘it is not so with France. "There 
is sau-certain point’ to. France, beyond which. their work 
would fail. and recoil upon themselves; if ‘they were'to 
drive the British ministry totally to abandon the American 
war, it, would become totally.a’ French war. | ‘The’ events 
of .a ‘twelvemonth past seem to bear. testiniony to’ this 
course‘of. reasoning.” ‘The disadvanta ge upon the bargain, 

tov America, is, that the efficacy of the French alliance to 
them. presupposes their continuance in the war. The 
éemur to France’is, that the liberation of : their new ally 

recoils with double. weight of. the war upon themselves, 

without ‘any. ulterior points ‘of advantage in-- view, ‘as’ de- 
pendent upon that alliance. I think ‘the ‘interest of all 
parties coincides : with) the’ proposition of) preliminaries. 

‘The :proposed preliminaries appear to me to be’ just wad 

equitable to:ail parties 3» but: the -great object. with meds 
to comé:to'some: preliminaries ; I could almost: add, what- ) 
ever those preliminaries:might bey provided: a. s spéhsion 


42 PRIVATE: CORRESPONDENCE PART It. 


“arms forian adequate term: of } 'years:were one, ‘T° think: 
it- would: be'ten:thousand to one against/any future renewal’ 
of the war.>:Itis not necessary to enter at large into the: 
reasons which: induce me to think, thatthe British ministry 
as well-as the <American plenipotentiary would consentito: 
the terms of the proposed preliminaries’; for indeed Tido: 
not know: that [amy founded in that opinion with respect’ 
to either, ‘but still I believe it of both..o-But what°can'@: 
private person do in-su ch a case, wishing to’ be a mediator 
for péace,; having accessto both parties}:but ‘equally uns’ 
certain of «the reception of his mediation on either side? 
I must hesitate to take any public step, as by ‘a proposi« 
tion’ in’ parhament, or by any’ other’ means’ ‘to odrive the 
parties. to’ an. explanation upon > any: ‘specific’ ‘proposals + 
and yet I am very unwilling to let the session pass without 
some proposition, upon which the parties may meet, ifi 
they should ‘be so! inclined, as‘ 1 suspect them to beso° TD 
have been endeavouring to feel pulses for some months; 
but all is dumb:show. I cannot say indeed that [meet 
with any thing discouraging, to my apprehension, either as 
to. equitableness. or. practicability of the proposition for 
preliminaries: If I could but sim ply receive sufficient 
encouragement’ that I should not run any hazard of ob- 
structing any other practicable propositions, by obtruding 
mine, 1. should. be ‘very much satisfied to come forward, 
in that case, with mine, to furnish a- aoe at least 
which might lead ‘to peace. sitter vlataccusy 
There is nothing that I wish so much as to have an 
opportunity of seeing and conversing with you, having 
many things ‘to say toyou; but if that»cannot yet happen, 
[ have only-to say , that whatever communication you may. 
think proper to make to. me which may lead to’ peace, 


hd 
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you may be-assured) that I shall be ‘most strenuous in 
applying it to. that end. In all. cases: of ‘difficulty in 
human life, there must be confidence somewhere to énable 
us to extricate ‘nations from the evils attendant upon 
national’ disputes, as» ‘they arise: out’ of ‘national’ passions, 
interests, jealousies, and: points of ‘honour. © 1am not sure 
whether the extreme caution and diffidence of | persons in 
political life, be not the cause almost as frequently ‘of the 
unnecessary protraction of the miseries of war, as of the 
final production of any superior good to any state. “Peace 
now is better than peace a twelvemonth ‘hence, at least 
by all the lives that may be lost in the meanwhile, and by 
allithe accumulated: miseries that may intervene by that 
delay... When I speak of the necessity of confidence, I 
would not have you to think that’I trust to all professions, 
promiscuously, with confidence: my thoughts are ‘free 
respecting all: parties ; and for myself, if I thought “it 
“necessary for the end of attaining any additional confidence 
in-your ‘esteem: to enable me to co-operate the’ moré 
effectually towards: the -restoration of peace, there is 
nothing that I would wish you to be assured of ‘but this: 
that'no fallacious offers of ‘insincerity, nor any pretexts for 
covering secret designs, or for obtaining unfair advantages, 
shall ever pass through my hands. | Believe me truly to 
be, not only a lover of my country, but a sincere friend to 


peace, and to the nights'of mankind and'ever most affec- 
paced yours, be Biot al ny, mA 


ana N orth consented to * Mr shtinatay? 8 proposition for 
endeavouring to procure from the American plenipoten- 
tiary or plenipotentiaries. some ‘opening that they would 
be willing to:commence’a parley, on propositions of peace 
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between bal Britain’ and America, and supposed. the 
terms which Mr. Hartley had in view would be something 
like a tacit cession of independence to America, with a 
truce for a certain term of | years, to serve as a basis for a 
; general treaty of accommodation and final settlement. 
This last application (which was made on the 20th of 
April, 1779,) of Mr. Hartley’s to Lord North, ‘after 
several. previous conferences. on the subject, is the ground 
of the present confidential. communication with Dr. Frank- 
lin, ¢ on the part of Mr. Hartley, who states to Dr. Frank- 
lin as he did to Lord N orth, that an auspicious beginning 
of a negociation is dimidium facti. | 
Mr. Hartley’s ideas of the probable course 2 of the nego- 
ciation, would be to the following effect. © " 
Five commissioners. (or any three of them) to Sia ap- 
pointed on the part of his Britannic Majesty to treat, con- 
sult, and agree upon the final settlement and pacification 
of the present troubles, upon safe, honourable, and. ha 
manent terms, subject to ratification by parliament. . : 
“That any oneof the aforesaid commissioners be impower- 
ed to agree asa preliminary, to a suspension of all hostilities 
by sea and land, for a certain term of five or seven years. 
“That any one of the aforesaid commissioners be im- 
powered to agree as a second preliminary, to suspend the 
operation and effect of any and all acts of parliament re- 
spécting America, for a certain term of five or seven years. 
That it is expected, as a third preliminary, that America 
should be released free and unengaged from any treaties 
with foreign pow ers, which may tend to RP EATS or de- 
feat the present. proposed negociation. it ate 
‘That a 2 general treaty for A lag a shall bey set on foot 


ae 
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N. BL A doubt: seeming to arise from Lord North: 
relative tc to the probability of any explanatory. communica- 
tion . on the part « of Dr. Fr anklin, Mr. Hartley expressed 
he thought it possible, that as a known friend to peace, 
he might | be considered by Dr. Franklin a3 a depét of 
any communications which may serve from time to time 
to. facilitate | the terms of peace : which therefore prevents 
this. communication. being considered. as any direct over= 
ture. from. Lord North to Dr. Franklin, or "from Dr 
Franklin to Lord North, but as it is, merely a mediatoriat 
proposition 0 of Mr. Hartley asa _private person, ‘for the 


purpose of bringing the parties to a hog ae 


LnAPs oe 
, iB 
of ph PhS 


yr ial gimp Bas M. Ay se y ‘a 
eto Mets . — -Passy, May 4, 1779. 


r issT? 41 Dette 


i nS aber your several favors, viz. one of 
eal the: 10th, one of the 20th, and two of the 22d, call 
on the same. day, but by different convey ances. : 

need hot repeat what we have each of us so often , 
repeated,. the wish: for peace. I will. begin by frankly 
assuring you, ‘that though ig think a direct, immediate 
peace, the best. mode of present accommodation for: Bri- 
tain as well as for America, yet if that 2s mot at this time | 
practicable, and a truce/2s | practicable, I should not be. 
agalust a truce; but this i is merely on motives of general 
humanity, to. obviate ‘the evils men. devilishly inflict on 
men in time of war, and to lessen as much as. possible the 
similarity of earth and hell. For with regard to particular i 
advantages respecting | the states: Iam connected with, 1 
am, persuaded it i is; theirs, to continue t the war, till England 
shall be reduced | to. that. perfect; impotence of mischief, : 
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which! alone can:prevail with her to: let ‘other iiations 
enjoy, “Peace; Liberty, and Safety.” 1 think, however, 

‘that''a short truce; which must therefore’‘be ah armed 
» trace, and put all parties to’an almost equal expence with 
meneeensed war, is by no means’ desitables uomoeen 

- But this proposition of -a truce, if made at all} should 
w made to France at the same time it is made to Ame- 
rica.. They have each of them too much honour as_ well 
as too much sense, to listen separately to any propositions 
which tend to separate them from each other. . 

_ will now give you my thoughts‘ on your ideas of a 
negociation in the order you have placed them. If you 
will number them in your copy, you will readily seé to 
which my observations refer, and I may therefore be more 
concise. 

To the 1st. I do not see the necessity or usé of five 
commissioners. A number of talkers lengthen discussions, 
and often embarrass instead of aiding a settlement. Their 
different particular views, private interests and jealousies 
of each other, are likewise so many rubs in’ the way. and it 
sometimes happens that a number cannot agree to-what 
-each privately thinks reasonable, and would havé agreed 
to, or perhaps propertd' if alone. et this as the pert 
Laoag yp BY Sa ELLE 

To the 2d. The term of 21 years, would be better for 
all sides. ‘The suspension of hostilities should be* ex- 
‘pressed to be between all parties at war. And that the 
British troops and ships of war now in ig: of the ‘United 
States be withdrawn, if eb 

To the 3d. This'seems adeno and isa thing'that 
“may be done: or omitted a8 you please. America’ has no 
concern about those.acts of patlianient: © 9" 9 
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. To the 4th: The reason of proposing:this,ig not: under- 
_ stood, nor the use of it,:nor what inducement there can be 
.for.us to agree to it... When you come to: treat.with’both 
. your enemies, you may .negociate away as much: of. these 

engagements as. ‘you can;. but,» powers who have made a 
_ firm, solid league, evidently useful to both, can never be 

prevailed with to dissolve it, for the vague expectation of 

another i in nubibus.; nor even on the certainty that .ano- 
ther. will be proposed, without knowing what are to. be its 
articles. America has no desire of. being free. from: her 
engagements to France. ‘The chief, is that of continuing 
the war in. conjunction with her, and not making a separate 
peace: and this is an obligation not in the power of 

America to dissolve, being an obligation of gratitude and 

justice towards a nation which is engaged in a war on her 

account, and for her protection, and would be. for. ever 
binding, whether such an article existed: or not in the — 
treaty, and. though it, did not exist, an honest American 
would cut. off his, sight hand rather than sign an agreement 
wath England, contrary to the spirit of it. ings. de 
jee the 5th... As soon. as you please. . rear iyt 
bin vcoulf Yo ou had. mentioned, France in your. err suspen- 
son, af, aims, I should, immediately . have shown it to. the 

‘minister, and have endeavoured to support that ideas As 

it stands, I amin doubt whether [shall communicate your 
-Paper or,not, though by your, writing:it-is so fair it:seems 

as. if, you intended, it. eS ae | 99 LL. Shall daenuitg his swith 
the result. mis OF om jaw do equde hia ayood dessert) 
The bill of which you shel me; prceehs was.an, excel- 
jent.one at. the time,,and might have had great and good 
effects, if instead of, telling us haughtily.that our humble 
petition should receive;:no, answer,: the: ministry had re- 
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ceived and enacted that Dill into a law. : It might have 
ted a wall of brass round England, if such a measure 


erecter 
had been adopted when Fryer Bacon’s brazen head cried 
out TIME Is! But the wisdom of it was. not seen till 
after the fatal cry of TIME’s PAST! I am, my dear 
friend, ge. | B. FRANKLIN. 


To Davin Hartiey, Esg. M. P. 
Dear FRIEND, | Passy, Feb. 2, 1780. 


It 3 is some time since I procured the dis- 
charge of your Captain Stephenson. He did not call 
here in his way home. I hope he arrived safely, and had 

a happy meeting with his friends and family. 

I have long postponed answering your letter of the sath 
June. A principal point in it on which you seemed to 
desire my opinion, was, the conduct you thought America 
ought to hold in case her allies should, from motives of 
ambition or resentment of former injuries, desire her to 
continue the war beyond what should be reasonable and__ 
consistent with her particular interests. As often as I 
took 1 up your letter in order to answer it, this suggestion 
displeased me, and I laid it down again. I saw no occa~ 
sion for discussing such a question at present, nor arly 
good end it could serve to discuss it before the case 
should happen ; and I saw inconveniences im discussing it. 
I wish therefore you had not mentioned it. For the rest} 
Tam as much for peace as ever I was, and as heartily 
desirous of seeing the war ended, as I was to prevent its 
beginning ; ; of which your ministers know I gave a strong 
proof before I left England, when i in order to an a¢com- 
modation, I offered at my own risque, without orders for 


PART If]. (OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: 49 


so doing; and without knowing whether Lshould be owned 
in doing it, to pay the whole damage of destroying the tea 
at Boston, provided the acts ‘made against that province 
were repealed. This offer was refused. I ‘still think it 
would have been wise to have accepted it. If the con- 
gress have therefore entrusted to others rather than to me, 
‘the negociations for peace, when such shall be set on foot, 
as has been reported; it is perhaps because they may 
have heard of a very singular opinion of | mine, that there 
hardly ever existed such a thing as a bad peace, or a good 
war: and that I might therefore easily be induced to 
make improper concessions. But at the same time they 
and you may be assured, that I should think the destruc- 
tion of our whole country,:and the extirpation of our. 
whole people, en: to the cau of ee our 
allies. y SOME < paeete .. fier) j 

» Asneither you nor I are at ae sibel to treat 
of peace,it seems'to little purpose to make or consider 
propositions relating to at... [_have had so many such put 
into my hands that Iv am tired of them. 1 will however — 
give your proposal: of. a tem years’ truce this answer: that 
though I think a solid»peace made at once, a much better 
thing’: yet if the truce is practicable and the peace not, 1 
should be foriagreeing to it. At least I see at present no 
sufficient reasons for refusing it, :provided' our allies ap- 
proved of it. But this is merely a private opinion of 
mine, which perhaps maybe changed by reasons that at 
present do not offer themselves.’ This, however, k am 
clear in, that withdrawing your troops ‘will be best for 
you, if you wish a cordial'reconciliation, and: that ‘the 
triice should produce a peace. "Lo show’ that it was not 
done by compulsion, ne required as a condition of the 

Vou. II. D 
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truce, they. might be withdrawn before-hand, for various 
good r reasons. But all this is idle chat, as I am persuaded 
that there is no disposition for peace on your side, and 
that this war will yet last many years. I know nothing 
and believe nothing of any terms offered unto Sir Henry 
Clinton. | 

The prisoners lation in the ith 8 and pBoticvt of 
Scarborough, being all treated for in Holland, and eX- 
changed there, I hope Mr. Brown’s son is now safe at 
home with his father. It grieved me that the exchange 
there, which you may remember | immediately proposed, 
-was so long delayed.. Much human misery might have 
been prevented by a prompt compliance. And so might 
a Baer deal by the execution of parole promises taken at 
; but since I see no regard is paid to them in England, 

r eet give orders to our armed ‘ships that cruise in 
Europe, to secure their prisoners as well as they can, and 
lodge them in French or Spanish prisons. I have written 
something on this affair to Mr. Hodgson, and sent to him 
the second passport for a cartel to Morlaix, supposing 
you to be out of town. The number of prisoners we now 
have in France is not easily ascertained. I suppose it 
exceeds 100; but you may be assured that the number 
which may be brought over by the two cartels, shall: be 
fully exchanged by adding to those taken by us, as’ many 
as will make up the compliment out of those takea by the 
French, with whom we have an account since the ex- 
change. in. ‘Holland of those we carried i in there. I wish 
therefore you. would, as was proposed, clear your prisons 
of ‘the Americans’ who have been so long’ confined there. 
The: cartels that may arrive at Morlaix, will not be de- 

tained. | 


/ 
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You may have heard that accounts upon oath have 
beeh' taken i in America by order of congress, of the British 
barbarities committed there. It is expected of me to 
make a school-book of them, and to have thirty-five prints 
designed here by good artists and engraved, each express- 
ing one or more of the different horrid facts, to be inserted 
in the book, in order to impress the minds of children and 
posterity with a deep sense of your bloody and insatiable 
malice and wickedness. Every kindness I hear of done 
by an Englishman to’ an American prisoner, makes me 
resolve not to proceed i in the work : hoping a reconcilia- 
tion may yet take place. But every fresh instance of 
your devilism weakens that resolution, and makes me 
abominate the thought of a reunion with such a ‘people. 
You, | my friend, have often persuaded me, and I believed 
it, that the war was not theirs, nor. approved by them, 
But their suffering it so long to continue, and the wretched 
rulers to | remain who carry it on, makes me think you, have 
, too > good an opinion of them. Adieu, my dear friend, Ke. 

Ph antl | erny :S FRANKLIN. ne 


Bisaeeiavin feainienie Esg. M. P. to Doeror 
itera otis ky bon PAREN 0? 6 | on 
aie waa eS! “e London, July V7, 1780: : 
Fy Inclosed I send you a copy of a-coneiliatory | 

bill® which was tL wie gine in Dag house of commons ‘on * 


JS Sa: tO #5 : Sas 


cy Draught of a proposed Bill for Concitation with America. 


A Bill to invest the Crown, ‘with sufficient, powers. to, treat, CONS 
“sult, and finally to agree upon the means 3 of restoring peace » 
“with the Provinces of North America. 


Whereas many unfortunate subjects of contest have of one 
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the 27th of last month. It was rejected. You and I 
have had so much intercourse upon the subject of restor- 


4% 


years subsisted between Great Britain and the several provinces 
of North America herein after recited, viz. New Hampshire, Massa- 
chuseti’s Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, the Three lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, which have 
brought on the calamities of war between Great Britain and the 
aforesaid provinces: to the end therefore that the farther effusion 
of blood be prevented, and'that peace may be restored, may it 
please your Majesty, that it be enacted, and be it enacted by the 
King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the lords spiritual and teniporal, and commons, in this 
présent parliament assembled, and by* the authority of the same ¢ 
that it shall and may be lawful for his Majesty by letters patent, 
under the great seal of Great Britain, to authorise and empower 
any person or persons, to treat, consult, and finally to agree with 
any person or persons, properly authorised on the part of the 
aforesaid provinces of North America, upon the means of restoring 
peace between Great Britain and the aforesaid Provinces accord- 
ing to the’ ‘powers in this act contained. ri 

And'be.it further enacted, that in order to facilitate the ia 
purposes of this act, his Majesty may lawfully enable _any such 
person or persons, so-appointed by his Majesty’s letters patent, as 
aforesaid, to order and proclaim a cessation of hostilities, on the 
part of his Majesty’s forces by sea and land, for any time, and 
under any conditions or restrictions. — 

And be it further enacted, that in ‘order to lay a good founda- 
tion for a cordial reconciliation and lasting peace, peeved Great 
Britain and the aforesaid provinces of North America, by restoring 
an amicable intercourse between the same, as soon as possible, 
his “Majesty may lawfully enable any such person or persons, $0 
appointed by his Majesty’s letters patent, as “aforesaid, ‘to enter 
into, and to ratify from time to time, any article or articles of in- 
tercourse and pacification, which article or articles, so ‘entered into 
and ratified from time to time, shall remain in full force and effect 
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ing peace between’ ‘Great: Britain and America, : that 7 
think rs is riothing farther left to be said thee the! 


fer, ri certain term of ten years, ieee the first day of August, one, 
thousand seven hundred and eighty. 

' Provided also, and be it further enacted, by the authority afore- 
said, that in order to remove any obstructions which may arise to 
the full and efféctual execution of’ any article or articles of inter- 
course and pacification, as before mentioned; that it shall and 
may be lawful for his Majesty, by any instrument under his sign 
manual, countersigned by. one or more of his Majesty’ s principal 
secretaries of state, to authorise. and empower any such person or 
persons, so appointed by his Majesty’ s letters patent, as aforesaid, 
to suspend for the term of ten years, from the first day of August, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty, the operation and effect 
of any act or acts of parliament, which are now in force, respect- 
ing the aforesaid provinces of North America, or any clause or 
clauses, proviso or provisos, in any such act or acts of parliament 
contained ; ; in as much as they, or any of them, may obstruct the 
full effect and execution of any such article or articles of inter- 
course and pacification, which may be entered into and ratified as 
before mentioned, between Great Britain and the aforesaid pro- 
vinces of North America. 

And be it further enacted, that in order to establish ‘perpetual 
reconcilement and peace, between Great Britain and. the afore- 
said provinces of North America, it is hereby required, and be it 
enacted, that all or any.article or articles of intercourse and paci- 
fication, which shall be entered into, and ratified, for the certain 
term. of ten years as before mentioned, shall from time to time be 
laid before the two houses of parliament, for their consideration, 
as the perpetual basis of reconcilement and peace, between Great 
Britain and the aforesaid provinces of North America ; ond that 
any such article or articles of intercourse and pacification as be- 
fore mentioned, when the same shall have been confirmed in par- 
liament, shall remain in full force and effect for ever. 

And be it further enacted, that this act shall continue to be in 
force until the thirty-first day of December, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one. 
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subject. , You will, perceive by the general tenor of the 
bill that it proposes. a_ general power to treat... It chalks 
out a line of negociation in very general terms. I remain 
in the sentiments which I ever have, and which I believe I 
ever shall entertain, viz. those of seeking peace upon 
honourable terms. I shall always be ready and most de- 
sirous to conspire in any measures which may facilitate 
peace. J am ever, your most affectionate, 
Pid ate abelian 


ttf ' 
«oy ki 


To His EXcCELLENCY J. Apams, Eso. — 


_Exrnacr. ) Passy, April 20, 1781. 


rm “1 enclose you extracts of two letters 
ministerial, found in the same pacquet with the former, 
written m the fond belief that the States were on. the. 
point of submitting, and cautioning the commissioners for 
peace not to promise too much respecting the future con- 
stitutions. . They are indeed cautiously worded, but easily 
understood, when explained by two court maxims or 
assertions, the one of Lord Granville’s, late President of 
the Council, that the King is the legislator of the colomes ; 
the other of the present Chancellor, when in the House of 
Commons, that the Quebec constitution was the only pro-_ 
per constitution for colonies, ought to have been given to 
them all when first planted, and what all ought now to 
be reduced to. We may hence see the danger of listening 
to. any. of their deceitful propositions, though piqued by 
the negligence of some of those European powers who 
will be much benefited by our revolution. I have the 
honour to be, oe your most cover and most humble 
servant, My " B. FRANKLIN, 
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P.S. This will be handed to you by Major Jackson, 
a worthy officer in the service of the States, whom ay beg 
leave to recommend to your civilities. 
To Davin HARTLEY, Eso. 
Passy, June 80, 1781. 


I received my dear friend’s ind letter of 
the 15th instant, and immediately communicated your 
request of a passport to M. le Comte de Vergennes. His 
answer, which I have but just received, expresses an 
apprehension that the circumstance of his granting a pass- 
port to you, as you mention the pirpose of your coming 
to be the discoursing with me on the subject of peace, 
might, considering your character, occasion many incon- 
venient reports and speculations ; but that he would make 
no difficulty of giving it, if you assured me that you were 
authorised for such purpose by your ministry, which he 
does not think at all likely; otherwise he judges it best 
that I should not encourage your coming. Thus it seems 
I cannot have at present the pleasure you were so kind as 
to propose for me. I can only join with you in earnest 
wishes for eat a blessing which I shall hardly live to 
see. ™ | . 

“With the greatest esteem and respect, I am ever, dear 
Sir, Re. OM B. FRANKLIN, 


To His EXCELLENCY J. Avams, Eso. AMSTERDAM. 
ii a. we) (ERT RAOT.) os 
1 Bar itis tay: tlng _. Passy, Oct. 5, 178). 


I congratulate your Excellency on your re- 
covery. I-hope this seasoning will be the means of 
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securing your future health, by accommodating pes con- 
stitution to the air of that country. : 

Since the letter your Excellency honoured me with of 
the 25th of August, I have learnt nothmg new of the 
mediation. It seems to be at present in a state of stagna- 
tion; any farther proceedings in it that may come to my 
knowledge, shall be immediately communicated to you. 
This court appears attentive not only to the. interest of 
the United States, but to their honour. England seems, 
not yet tired enough of the war to think seriously of an 
accommodation, and till then our new commission will 
hardly. afford us much employment, or make it necessary 
for us to appoint a secretary in its service ; he send how- 
ever enclosed, a copy of the minute of congress relating to 
that appomtment. I have not heard of Mr. Dana’ 8 
arrival at. Petersburgh: if your Excellency has received 
any communicable advices from him, I shall be glad. to 
see them, and to know whether, he is likely to continue 
there. Enclosed i is a letter for him, and another for your- 
self : they appear to me to have been opened ;. but they 
are in the state I received them, under cover from Mr. 
N esbit of L’Orient. | 

‘A letter from America that has been shown me, men- 
tions a resolution of congress to exchange General Bur- 
goyne, for Mr. Laurens; but I have never seen that reso- 
lution. Do you know any thing of it? I have a letter 
from Mr, Burke on the subject of that General, which } 
am at a loss to answer. I have the honour to be, &c. i 

3 | B. FRANKLIN. 


- 2% 
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nes ps HIS s Excentency ch ADAMS, Esq. 


f ts 


tig? ies nese oat a+ betiths Laren Oct. 12, ‘17a! 

: I received i bien your Excellency did 
- me'the honour of writing to me the 4th instant. 

I have never known a peace made, even the: most ad- 
vantageous, that was not censured as inadequate, and the 
makers condemned as injudicious or corrupt. “ BLEssED 
are the peace-makers,” is, I suppose, to be understood: in 
the other world, for in this. they are frequently cursed. 
Being as yet rather too much attached to this world, I 
had therefore no ambition to be concerned in fabricating 
this peace, and know not how I came to be put into the 
commission. I esteem it, however, as an honour to be 
‘joined with you in so important a business; and if the 
execution of it shall happen in my time, which I hardly 
expect, shall. endeavour to assist in discharging: the cane 
according to the best of my judgment. 

_ Immediately on receipt of the commission of instruc- 
tions, L communicated them as directed, ‘to this court, 
The steps that have been taken in the mediation, were 
verbally communicated to me, but as yet I have had ‘no 
copies given me of the papers, I asked if it was not 
proper to communicate to the mmisters of the mediating 
powers, the commission of congress empowering us to 
accept their mediation ; and was advised to postpone it a 
little. I will endeavour on Tuesday next, to.obtain for 
you a copy of the answer of the British court, which you 
desire, and will consult on the propriety of apenas our: 
commission in the public papers. | 

- I have heard nothing of Mr. Jefferson. I imagine the 
story of his being taken prisoner isnot true. From his 
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original unwillingness to leave America when ‘T was sent 
hither, [ think his coming doubtful, unless be had been 
made acquainted with’ and ‘consented to the appointment. 
Y hope your health is fully established. I doubt not 
but you have the advice of skilful physi sicians, otherwise- I 
should presume to offer mine, which would be, though 
you find yourself well, to take a few doses of. bark, by 
way of fortifying your pier agin and saidgop'o a return 


’ 


of your fever. ! 
With the greatest respect, I ‘oan the dines to be, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


P Pee : 


Feil Wat ‘Avexanpen, Eso. To ce Pua the: 


My. DEAR Sir, | \ Paris, Dec. 15, 1781. 


LT told you last time L had the pleasure of, 
seeing you: at t Passy, that I should make a trip to London, 
but had no notion it would be so soon. On coming to 
town last evening, I found such pressing letters, that I 
propase setting off this evening or to-morrow at latest. I 
would have called if possible to receive your commands, 
but as 1am pinched in time, must content myself with 
sending for them. ‘The bearer will call for them an hour 
after receiving this letter. 

I shall probably be interrogated bi the ithe dahon 
in this country to peace. My own idea i is, that you seek 
only your independence, and that this countr y, were that - 
secured, will be moderate i in other matters, as the object 
of the war does not seem ‘to be conquest. Let me know 
if this i is Proper : lang uage.. I notice ‘that a courtly argu- 
ment has been used in parliament for continuing the con- 
tinental war,. that withdrawing would make. you insolent 
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and give France exclusive advantages—were it not proper 
that this were contradicted Alatly : ? Any commissions you 
may have will be taken care of, and I shall be back, barr- 
ing accidents, in three weeks. | Wishing you every thing 
that is good, [ remain with equal esteem and respect, dear 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, cf 

| W. ALEXAN DER. 


ANSWER TO Mr. ALEXANDER. 


Dear Sir, “site Passy, Dec. 15, 1781. 

; I thank you for informing me of your in- 
tended journey. You know so well the prevailing senti- 
ments here, and mine in particular, that it is unnecessary 
for me to express them; and having never been believed 
on that side the water, it would. be useless. I will ; say 
however, that I think the language you Ee hl very pro- 
per to be held, as it is the truth; though the truth may not 
always be proper.. Wishing youa good voyage, and happy 
return to your children, I am with great esteem, dear Sur, 
yours, Xe. &e. ’ B. Pts eat ie ‘ 


To Davin Hanruey, Eso. M. amt 
hain by Mr. Alexander, with a Pamphlet.) 


My Dear Frienp, | Passy, Dec. 15, 1781. 
I received your favour of September 
26, containing your very judicious proposition ‘of securing | 
the spectators in the opera and play-houses from the dan- : 
ger of fire. I communicated it where I thought it might 
be useful, You will see by the inclosed that the subject 
has been under consideration here. “Your concern | for the 
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security of life, even the lives. of your enemies, does’ ho- 
nour to your heart and. your humanity. But what are the 
lives of a few idle haunters of play-houses compared with 
the many thousands of worthy. men and.honest industrious 
families butchered and destroyed by this devilish war!) O! 
that we could find’ some happy invention to stop the 
spreading of the flames, and put an end to so horrid a con- 
flagration! Adieu, I am ever, yours most affectionately, 
PK ney eddy FRANKLIN. 


Prox ha vip te Esq. To Dr. FRANKLIN. 


Mx Dene Fria, “London, Jan. 2, 1789. 
IT have received the favour of 
yours ‘of the 15th ‘of December by Mr. Alexander. I 
most heartily jo with you in the wish that we could find 
some means to stop the spreading flames of this devilish 
war. I will not despair. The communications which he. 
has imparted to me:from you, have revived my hopes of 
peace. I. laid them before the minister immediately. We 
are at a suspense for the present upon a very material pre- 
liminary. I did intend writing to you at the present pause, 
that we might make our ground good as we go on, but an 
incident. which has happened obliges me to do it without 
_ delay. For having had a most essential question trans- 
mitted to me. from Lord North for explanation, when I 
would have applied to Mr. Alexander I could not hear of 
him ; and now I find that he has left his hotel these four 
or five days, and his return uncertain, I must. apply to 
you. I will state to you what has passed. 
. Upon my first interview: with Mr. Alexander, ie ‘told 
me that the late events would. make’ no difference in the. 
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prospect of peace; that inmates ‘had no other wish than 
to'see a. termination of this war; that” no events would 
make them unreasonable on cinta; which sentiments 
likewise your letter expresses ; and that no formal recog- 
nition of independence would be required. I thought this 
a very fair opening, but the next point which he explained 
to me seemed to be still more material towards peace, viz. 
' that America was disposed to enter tnto a separate treaty 
with Great Britain, and their allies were disposed: to con+ 
sent'to tt." 1 believe that it has been the unfortunate 
union of common cause between America and France, 
which has for the last three years turned aside the wish of 
the people of England for peace.» I verily believe (so 
deep is the jealousy between England and France) that 
this country would fight for a straw to the last man, and 
the last shilling, rather than be dictated to by France. I 
therefore consider this as the greatest rub out of the way. 
I have often argued this point with you upon former oc- 
casions, having at all times foreseen that it would be the 
greatest rub in the road to peace, and I have often stated 
it'to you as an act of justice due to America from her 
allies, not to drag her through a war of European resent- 
ments and jealousies beyond ber original views and en- 
gagements, and moreover I think the separation of the 
causes in the negociation Lin ree the shortest road 

to a general peace. | 
Upon Mr. Alexander’s opening il much to. me, ap told 
him I would apply for the earliest opportunity of laying 
these matters before'the minister. Accordingly, on Friday 
morning (December 21), I applied through the means of 
A ; ens 


% 


1A great misconception, _ 
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the Earl of Guildford (father to Lord North) a nobleman 
of a most respectable character, advanced in. years, and 
attached by every possible tie to a son now in a most ar- 
duous situation. I therefore requested the favour through 
his hands, as giving me the most conciliatory ; access to the 
minister, to whom I was preparing to make an application 
for peace. After the appointment was made with Lord 
North for Friday evening, I returned to Mr. Alexander to” 
consider the specific manner and terms in which I should 
make my application. It had occurred to me from what 
Mr. Alexander had stated to ine, that the conciliatory bill" 
which I had moved in the last parliament, on June 27, 
1780, would still serve as a foundation to proceed upon. 
I therefore carried it with me. He told me that he and 
you knew the sense of the bill very well, and that it would 
be entirely consonant to your sentiments, that 1 should 
state it to Lord North, as drawing an outline for negocia- 
tion of peace. However to avoid all errors, I read the 
pill through to him, and explained the view of each clause, 
viz. the style of provinces of North America—a general 
phrase to avoid any term denoting dependence or indepen- 
dence. The truce—for an indefinite term. The articles 
of intercourse for ten years certain—to restore an amicable 
corresponderice—and to abate animosities. 'The suspen- 
sion of certain acts of parliament—to avoid every possible 
question of dependence or independence. And to finish 
the work by a ratification of each article of intercourse as 
agreed to, thereby to prevent all possible return of war. 
l. compared the articles of intercourse for a a ‘short term, and 
their ratification into” a vi ig} peace, toa well known 


aus 


, See Mr. aches pias of July 17, 1780. 
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mode of “proceeding i in the laws. of | England, by: lease and 
release, from temporary to perpetual, amity, and peace, 
Upon these grounds L took my commission from him for 
Lord N orth, viz. the question of, dependence. or indepen- — 
dence sub silentio—a separate treaty with America, and to 
state the conciliatory bill of June 1780, as the outline. of 
negociation. | if saw Lord North in the evening, and stated 
the foregoing propositions to him, as I have now stated 
them to you. After having stated the compromise sub 
silentio and » the separate treaty, left with Lord, North 
the copy of the bill of June 1780, together | with a paper 
entitled Conciliatory Propositions, as explanatory of that 
bill (both inclosed with this). The next morning (viz. 
Saturday, December 22), 1 saw. Mr. Alexander,and re- 
ported to him what I had stated to Lord North, : and 
shewed hima copy of the paper entitled conciliatory pro- | 
positions. He told me that I had executed my» commis- 
sion perfectly to his intelligence of the matter. I. should 
tell you that at the conclusion of my conversation with 
Lord North, we both. settled jointly the result thus, “1 
recommend to your Lordship the propositions which £ have 
had the honour of ‘stating to you, as the general grounds 
of a proposed negociation leading towards, peace, under 
liberal constructions.” Lord N orth said im. aREM AS: ‘so 
I understand them.” . 
Upon this footing matters: wales: lone some nici Qa 
Sunday last (December 50) I received: a message | from. 
Lord North through the means of Lord -Guildford, eons. 
questing an explanation on this point, viz.“ Who. is aur 
thorised to treat on the. part: of. America? se whether, you or. 
Mr. Adams,’ or both jointly, aad whether the propositions 
- above stated would be jacknowledged as general grounds 
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of negociation towards peace, by the person or persons 
authorised to treat, because it was necessary before he 
could lay a matter of so great importance before the cabi- 
net council, that he should be entitled to say, “‘ These pro- 
positions and gerieral. i as come to me from responsi- 
ble and authorised persons.” ‘The moment I received the 
“request of Lord North I doves entirely with the necessity 
of an explanation on that head. I had partly expected 
such an enquiry, and it gave me satisfaction when it came, 
as I thought it the first reply towards a parley. If the 
"propositions had not gained some attention it would have 
been of very little importance to have enquired whence 
they came. As to the caution itself, itappears to me not 
only prudent but imdispensable. ‘The forms of caution 
in such cases are the essentials of caution. I had deter- 
‘mined on my own account before this message to have 
writ to vou, that I might have received your sentiments 
directly from yourself without any other intervention, that 
we might proceed with caution and certainty in a matter 
of such infinite importance. This message has only 
quickened my dispatch. The two poimts of explanation 
requested, [ take to be these; whether the outlines above 
recited are properly stated, always considering that they 
imply no farther than general grounds of negociation to= 
wards peace, under liberal constructions ; and secondly 
by what authorised person or persons any answer on this 
subject would be accepted; in short a requisition of cre- _ 
- dentials preparatory to a formal answer, which is so much 
the more necessary on the supposition of a: favourable Te- 
ception of the first hint towards negociation. — ‘ 
When I lastsaw Mr. Alexander, about four or five ‘ins 
ago, he had met with some desponding impressions, as if 
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the ministry were indisposed. to peace, and that things 
would not do, &c. He did not tell me upon what ground 
he: had formed such apprehensions: however, lest he 
should have imparted any such by letter to you, I will state 
that point to you, because it may have infinite ill conse- 
‘quences to be too touchy on such suspicions. A prema~ 
ture jealousy may create the very evil it suspects: The 
ministry in this country are not every thing. The sense of the 
people when really expressed and exerted, would be most 
prevalent.. Suppose then it were a proved point that evefy 
man in the ministry were in his heart adverse to peace. 
What then! withhold all overtures! By no means.’ 1 
should advise the very contrary in the strongest manner. 
I should say, let the overtures be made so much the more 
public and explicit, by those who do wish for peace. It 
ts the unfortunate state of things which has hitherto bound 
the cause of France to any possible ‘treaty with America, 
and which has thereby thrown a national damp upon any 
actual public exertions to procure a negociation for peace 
with America. I have the strongest opmion that .if it 
were publicly known to the people of England that a ne- 
gociation might be opened with America upon the terms 
above specified, that all the ministry together, if they 
were ill disposed to a man, would not venture to ‘thwart 
such a measure. But why should it be supposed that the 
ministry to a man are ill disposed to a peace? Suppose 
them to be half and half, and the public wish and voice of 
the people in favour of negociation, it is evident on which 
side the balance would incline. | But why should we seek 
to throw a damp prematurely upon any chance ? Why pre- 
sume even against any individual? I grant that it would 
be a bitter trial’ of ens to be prepa to a formal re- 
VOL. ‘iT. E 


66. PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE rant tits 


cognition of independence at the haughty command of 
France; and I believe. every part of the nation would pro- 
ceed’ to eyery extremity before they would submit to that. 
But if that'touchy point can be provided for sub silentio, 
and.if the proposed treaty with America may be carried on 
free, from controul by France, let. us give the cause of 
peace a. fair trial; at the worst we should but be where 
we were if we should fail. But why should we expect to 
fail, when the greatest rub is removed by the liberty of en- 
tering, separately into a treaty? I think it a most favour- 
able event leading towards peace. Give us a truce with 
its concomitants, and ‘a little time so given for cooling will 
have most excellent effects on both sides. Eternal peace 
and conciliation may then follow. I send this to you by 
the quickest dispatch, that we may bring this point to a 
fair issue before the meeting of parliament. God prosper 
the blessed work of peace. I am ever yours most affec- 
tionately, | A Dick; 


yg me ‘CONCILIATORY BILL. 


In the. title and preamble of the bill the words provinces 
of North America are used as general words, neither im- 
plying dependence or independence. 

Clause 1. The Truce is taken from -the conciliatory act 
o 1778, and is indefinite as to the proposed duration of 
the truce. Under this clause it might be proposed to ne- 
gociate. three points, viz. the removal of the British troops 
from the thirteen provinces of North America, and con-. 
nectedly with this article. a stipulation for the security of 
the friends, of, the British government. The third article 
might be a stipulation that, the respective partien: during 
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the continuance oe: the truce Should not. either directly or 
indisectly give, assistance to the enemies of each other. 

Clause 2. Articles of, iniercourse and pacification. 
Under this clause some:arrangements might be settled for 
establishing a free and mutual intercourse, civil and com- 
mercial, between Great Britain and the aforesaid. rig 
ef North America. >. 

Clause 3. Suspension of certain. acts Lenk bead eps By 
this clause a, free communication, may be kept open be- 
tween the two countries, during the negociation for peace, 
without stumbling against any claim of rights which might 
draw into contest the repay of vacant or sree 
dence. | te Ley 

Clause 4. The sdiiaehan i pes aie The ued 
of this clause is to consolidate peace and conciliation step 
by step as the negociation may proceed, and to prevent, 
as far as possible, any return of war, after the first decla- 
ration ofa truce. By the operation of this clause a tem- 
porary truce may be converted into a Pe petual and per- — 
manent peace. 

Clause Bedi See nt act. This clause creating a 
temporary act for a specific purpose of negociation in view, 
is taken from the act of 1778. 


Pp. S. Janay S.J 782° 

| _ Smce writing this letter I have seen 
Mr. nh eae and shall see him from time to time to 
communicate with him. I do not suppose I shall have an 
answer from Lord North till the prelimmary points are so 
settled as to enable him to. give an answer in form. Mi- 
nistry. might undoubtedly give a short negative aif they 
thought proper; but 1 do. not expect that. You may be 


a 
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assured that I have and shall continue to enforce every ar- 
gument in the most conciliatory manner to induce a nego- 
ciations I am very sorry for Mr. A.’s confinément on 
his own account, and on that of his friends, and because 
probably in the future state of this business, his personal 
exertions may be very. serviceable in the cause of peace. 
‘Every assistance and every exertion of mine will always be 
most heartily devoted to that cause. I have nothing far- 
ther to add, either upon my own reflections or from my 
subsequent: conversations with Mr. A. to what I have 
stated in the foregoing letter. If we once make a good 
beginning upon the plan there stated, I should hope that 
such a negociation, founded on such principles, would | pro- 
mise fair to produce every salutary and ing consequence 
in athe) event. | 


[ Answer to the foregoing.] 

| To D. Hartusy, Esq. M. P. 
Dear Sir, Passy, January 15, 1782... 
I received a few days since your favour 
of the 2d instant, in which you tell me, that Mr. Alexan- 
der had informed you “ America was disposed to enter 
into a separate treaty with Great Britain.” J am per- 
suaded that your strong desire for peace has misled you, 
and occasioned your greatly misunderstanding Mr. Alex- 
ander, as I think it scarce possible he should have asserted 
a thing so utterly void of foundation. I remember that 
_ you have, as you say, often urged this on former occasions, 
and that it always gave me more disgust than my friend- 
ship for you permitted me to express. But since you 
have now gone so far as to carry such a proposition to 
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Lord North, as arising from us, it is necessary that I 
should be explicit with you, and tell you plainly, that I 
never had such an idea, and I believe there is not a man in 
America, a few English Tories excepted, that would not 
spurn at the thought, of deserting a noble and generous 
friend for the sake of a truce with an unjust and cruel ene- 
my. have again read over your Conciliatory Bill, with 
the manuscript propositions that accompany it; and am 
concerned to find that one. cannot give vent to a simple 
wish for peace, a mere sentiment of humanity, without 
having it interpreted as a disposition to submit to any base 
conditions that may be offered us rather than continue the 
war: for, on no other supposition could you propose to us 
a truce of ten years, during which we are to engage not to 
assist France while you continue the war with her, A 
truce too wherein nothing is to be mentioned that may 
weaken your pretensions to dominion over us, which you 
may therefore resume at the end of the term or at plea- 
sure ; when we have so covered ourselves with infamy by 
our treachery to our first friend, as that no other nation 
can ever after be disposed to assist us, how cruelly soever 
you might think fit to treat us, Believe me, my dear 
friend, America has too much understanding and is too 
sensible of the value of the world’s good opinion to forfeit 
it all by such perfidy... ‘The Congress will never instruct 
their Commissioners to obtain a peace on such ignominious 
terms; and though there can be but few things in which 
I should venture ‘to disobey their orders, yet if it were 
possible for them to give me such an order as this, 1 should 
certainly refuse -to act, [ should instantly renounce their 
commission and banish myself for ever from so infamous 
a country. ie read 
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'| We area little ambitious too of your esteem; and ast 
think we have acquired some share ofit, by our manner of 
making war with you, I trust we shall not hazard the loss 
of it by consenting meanly to a dishonourable peace. : - 

* Lord North was-wise in demanding of you some autho- 
rized persons. | He justly thought it too improbable to be 
relied on, so as to lay it before the privy council, You can 
now inform him that the whole has been a mistake, and that 
no such proposition as that of a. separate peace has been, 
is, or is ever likely to:be made by me; ‘and I believe by no 
other authorized person whatever in behalf of America. 
You may farther, if you please, inform his Lordship, that 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Laurens, Mr. Jay and myself; have Jong 
since been empowered by a special commission to treat iof 
peace, whenever a negociation shall be opened for that 
purpose : but it must always be understood that this:is to © 
be in conjunction ‘with our allies, conformably to the so 
lemn treaties made with them. 

‘You have, my dear friend, a strong desire to ‘pramete 
peace, and it is ‘a most laudable and virtuous desire, | Per- 
mit me then to wish that you would, in order to succeed 
as a mediator, avoid such invidious expressions as may 
have an effect in preventing your purpose. You tell me 
that no stipulation for our independence must be in the 
treaty, because you “verily believe (so deep is the jea- 
lousy between England and. France) that England would 
fight for a straw'to the last maw and the last shilling, ra- 
ther than be dictated to by France.” And again, that, 
‘ the nation would proceed to every extremity rather than 
be’ brought to a formal recognition of independence at the 
haughty command of France.” My dear Sir, if, every 
proposition of terms for peace that may be made by one 
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of the parties at war is to be called and considered by the 
other as dictating, and a haughty command, and for that 
reason rejected with a resolution of fighting to the last 
man rather than agree to it, you see that in such case no 
treaty of peace is possible, In fact we began the war for 
‘independénce on your government, which we found tyran- 
‘nical, and this before Fratice had any thing to do with our 
‘affairs’; the article in’ ‘our treaty whereby the “ two parties 
engage that neither of them shall conclude either truce or 
‘peace with Great Britain without the ‘formal consent of 
‘the other first obtained ; and mutually engage not to lay 
down their arms until the independence of the United 
States shall have been formally or tacitly asstired by the 
treaty or treaties that shall terminate the war,” was an 
article inserted at our instance, being in our favour. And 
you see by the article itself, that your great difficulty may 
be easily got over, as a formal acknowledgment of our 
independence is not made necessary. But we hope by 
God’s help to enjoy it, and I suppose we shall fight for 
it as long as we are able. Ido not make any remarks on 
the other propositions, because I think that unless they 
were made by authority, the discussion of them is unne- 
‘cessary and may be inconvenient. The supposition of our 
being disposed to make a separate peace, I could not be 
silent upon, as it materially affected our reputation and 
‘essential interests. If I have been a little warm on that 
offensive point, reflect on your repeatedly urging it, and 
endeavour to excuse me. Whatever may be the fate of 
‘our poor countries, let you and I die-as we have lived, in 
Pete with each other. Assuredly T continue with great 
‘and sincere esteem, my dear friend, yours most alfec- 
tionatély, © B. FRANKLIN. 
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pie D. escola Eso. M. Pp ‘TO. sail ehegratinet 
“My Dear Sir, | ~ London, Jan. 24, 1782. 


sist ntdbaiitie I nated yours of the. 15th nave this 
oo i sat take the earliest opportunity. of setting you 
right j in oue mistake, which runs through your whole let- 
‘ter, and which to you, under that mistake, must. be a 
very delicate point. You seem to apprehend that America 
has. been stated in the proposition to Lord North, as “ Col 
posed to enter into a separate treaty with Great Britain ;” 
but you omit the condition ;, viz. in the words immediately 
following, “ and that their allies were disposed to consent 


to it.” There, cannot possibly be, any supposition of —— 


treachery to allies, in any proposition to which they may 
consent. A separate treaty with the consent of the ,allies - 
of America, was the proposition communicated to me by 
Mr. Alexander,, and which [ laid before the minister, and 
which | reported back again to Mr. Alexander, i lo writing, 
when I shewed him the paper entitled ‘‘ Conciliatory 
Propositions,” hich, I took care to reduce to writ- 
ing, with a view of avoiding mistakes : therefore I 
have not, misunderstood Mr. Alexander. I, have since 
seen Mr. A. many times, and he has always stated one 
and the same proposition, viz. that America was disposed 
to enter into. a separate treaty because their allies were dis- 
posed to consent that they should. Therefore there can- 
not exist a suspicion of treachery, It occurred to me 
once whilst I was writing, to bar against that miscon- 
struction: but, having specified the consent of, the allies 
of America, i in the same sentence, I could not conceive 
such a misconstruction to have been possible. You have 
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mistaken another point greatly. , You say, “ a truce for 
ten years.”« There is: notin the bill any such: disposition 
or thought ; on the contrary, «it is specified im the en- 
closed paper, that it is kept %ndefinite, for the sole pur- 
pose of avoiding the suspicion which you have suggested. 
The truce. may be for 2Q,;;or 50, or 100 years, (iu my 
opinion..the longer the better)... But im any case, what 
I mean now to state is the zndefinite term in the bill. The 
articles of intercourse are, only proposed for ten years cer- 
tain, just, to strew the way, with, inviting and conciliatory 
‘facilities, injthe hope that a, little time given for. cooling 
would confirm a perpetual peace: If 1 were permitted to 
be.the mediator. I should certainly. propose the truce for 
20 years: but if,no more than ten years could be obtained, 
I would certainly not refuse such a ground of pacification 
and treaty... L. refer you'to several of my letters two or 
three years ago, for the justification of my sentiments on 
that head... Another point; look, at all my. letters since 
A778, and see if I have at any time suggested any breach 
of treaty or of honour: on.the.contrary, I think a faithless 
nation; if exterminated,,, would. not deserve. the pity of 
mankind, I speak of all that. J know in the treaty between 
America and France, and what [ think reasonable upon 
the case itself. If America is. farther bound than. we know 
of, they must abide by it. I speak to the apparent and 
public foundation of the treaty, article second with the 
provision of tacitly from article eight. and now I refer 
you to my letter to you, as long ago as April 10, 1779: 
“ If beyond this essential and directed end, and upon 
grounds’ totally unconnected with that alliance, not upor 
motives of magnanimity for the relief of an innocent. peo- 
ple, but from distinct and unconnected motives of private 
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European peittinneintss America should be dragged into the 
consequence of a general European war, she may apply 
to France the apostrophe. of the poet, speaking in the 
sperson of Helen to Paris “ non hoe pollicitus tue.” You 
see therefore that our sentiments have been uniform, and 
ash. think reasonable, because I still remain in’ those senti- 
ments. Suppose for instance (and you call it the casé of 
a straw if you please) that Great Britain and France should 
‘continue the war for ten years; on the point of a com- 
missary at Dunkirk, aye or o:“—would it be reasonable 
or a casus federis, that America should be precluded 
from a separate treaty for ten years, and therefore involved 
in the: consequential war; after the essential and direct 
ends of the treaty of February 6, 1778, were accomplish- 
ed?) As far as my judgment goes, upon the knowledge of 
such facts'as are public, I should think it was neither rea- 
sonable nora casus féderis:; This is ths breviate. of the 
argument, in which theré is no thought or suggestion of 
any breach of faith’ or honour. I'did conclude that France — 
was disposed to give their consent, because Mr. Alexander 
‘informed me so, ‘and bécause’ I thought it reasonable that 
France should consent; and reasonable that ‘America should 
enjoy the benefit of that consent. I transmitted it to Lord 
North asa proposition temperate and pacific ‘on the part 
of America, and consented to by their allies, and on nd 
other ground’did: I transmit or propose it. ' All ‘that your 
Jetter tells me, is, “ that America will not ‘break it with — 
‘her allies; and that her commissioners: will not entertain’ 
such a'thought ;” but give me Jeave to add, that they, as 
honest men; ‘cannot disdain such a thought, more than I 
do, every honest man ought to disdain the office, or the 
thought of proposing a brédch of faith to’ them. I have 
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often told) you;. that such an office or such a thought,shall 
never be mine...| But you. have: ‘not! told ine that! France 
would not she. disposed,’ to ‘consent: to a separate treaty of 
peace, for that ally whose peace was the original declared 
objectiof the alliance. ' In. the case supposed, viz, of cet+ 
tain supposed:or real punctilios: between two: proud aud 
belligerent nations, \which might possibly involve Anierica, 
for years, Ina war totally unconnected with the objects of 
_ thevalliance: Besides, if. any ‘tubs should’ occur? im the 
road to:a general peace, ‘France: is too proud a nation to 
say,| that beyond the: policy of contributing to the separa- 
tion of Ameriea from Great’ Britain in any contest of rival: 
ship, they cannot meet their otivals in war,’ without ‘the 
assistance of America. I cannot conceive that the minister 
of a great belligerent nation could entertain. sucli'a thought, 
as affecting their own sense of honor, or be so wnreason+ 
able to their allies, as'to withhold consent to their peace; 
when the essential and direct ends of the alliance were 
satisfied: « Observe, Ido! not contend against a general 
peace: on the contrary, I mean to recommend the most 
prudent means for producing it. But, as an anxious lover 
of peace, I feel terrors which dismay me, and I consider 
- the ‘dangers which may obstruct a general peace, arising 
_ from the pride and prejudices of nations, which are riot 
to be:controuled in their heat by ‘arguments of reason or 
philosophy. Can any man’ im reason and philosophy tell 
me, why any two nations.in the world: are called natural 
enemies, ‘as if it were the ordinatice of God and naturé. I 
fear it 18 too deeply engraved in the passions of man, and 
for that: reason’ I would elude arid évade the contést with 
such passions. I would strew the road to: peace with 
flowers, and not with’thorns. \ Haughty, and dictating, 
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and’ commands are no words of mine; I abhor them, and 
I fear them. ‘I would:elude their force by. gentle means, 
and step by step. In article eight, there are the follows 
ing words: “ By the treaty or treaties that shall terminate 
the war.” Let us have one treaty begun, and [ think the 
rest would follow. I fear when contending passions are 
raised lest we should lose all by grasping at too much. 
January 25. I have just seen Mr. Alexander, and have 
talked the matter over with him. I send you a copy of 
his sentiments upon it, which, for the sake of avoiding 
farther mistakes, he committed to paper, and which, I 
think, justify me in saying that. I understood from him; 
that France was. disposed to give their consent, as he ex- 
plained. it to me, and as I explained. it to the minister. 
He did not say, nor did I understand him to say, that he 
was authorized by the French ministry, or by any one 
else, to. declare that France had: bound herself to consent, 
or that any such requisition had been made:to her ; but 
that.it was his opinion that France would consent, and 
that I might proceed upon that presumption, so far as to 
recommend overtures. of .negociation. Accordingly the 
phrase of my letter to you, is, that he explained to me, 
that their allies were disposed to’ consent. You see what 
_ his opinion is on this day; and as you have not told me 
that France will not consent, the reasonable probability 
which still remains with me, for the hopes of opening an 
amicable treaty, remains as it did. I could not delay saying 
thus, by the very first mail, upon a point equally delicate 
to me, as well as to yourself, My dear friend, I beg of 
you. not to think, either that you can be considered as 
capable of entertaining, or that [ should be capable of 
suggesting, any unworthy or dishonorable propositions. If 
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there has been any misunderstanding, it is now cleared 

up: and the ground for negociation remains open as be- 

fore. I therefore still entertain my hopes. I am ever 

your affectionate, | anti oA «D. H. 

snob letter of Mr. ALEXANDER to Mr. Hanrt- 
LEY, referred to in the piven 


Dear Sir, 
As I had not the opportunity of seeing your 
correspondence at the time, I was unable to prevent the 
misunderstanding that seems to have arisen. There is no 
proposition. of which I am more convinced, than that, 
4 Nothing can be done without the concurrence of allies.” 
But, as the chief obstruction | towards an accommodation 
seemed to me to lie in the personal character of some who 
have great weight in this matter, and as the object of the 
war (the independence of America) seems, in the opinion 
of all men, to be secured, my own opinion was and still 
is, that there was so much wisdom and moderation where 
prejudice prevents us from seeing’ it, that, provided the 
ends of the war are accomplished to the satisfaction of all 
parties, they will be very ready to let us out of it, in the 
most gentle manner, by consenting equally that the busi- 
ness shall go on in one, two, or three separate deeds, as 
shall be most palatable here: and to doubt that our friends 
are desirous of finishing the contest, with the approbation 
of. their allies, is to doubt their understanding. 1 am, 
with the greatest esteem, yours, &c. | 
SP ae en ae W. ALEXANDER. | 
apie: Jan. 25, 1782. 


> 
pos Peon 


{ 
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a iBinane pega pig iiae 2 Eo. M. P. TO. =e 
a he Dr, Franxuin., ee 
My Dear Frienp, —London, Feb..1, 1789. 

I write to you one line by this mail only to 
tell you that Ihave seen thé minister since 1 last wrote to 
you, and that he never did entertain the ‘idea one moment 
of any propositions being thrown out on your part in the 
least degree inconsistent with the strictest honour and faith 


to the allies. I had no oceasion to guard against or to. 


explain, any such thought, having at all. times conveyed 


- the contrary to him in the most explicit terms. I transmit 


= 


‘this to you for your full satisfaction. We have had: much. 
conyersation on the subject of peace; which you may. be 
sure [ have most zealously. endeavoured to. enforce. it 
should not do him justice if I did not add that. I believe 
his wishes are for peace, and. that he gives the most serious. 
attention to every argument, and, to the suggestion of 
every practicable means on that subject. I have. stated: 
many, things for his’ consideration, and for consultation. 
with others, after which [ shall see him again. | heartily 
wish the result, may be favourable to the prospect of peace. 


Dam bia your affectionate, _ eich sh sien ie 


To D acu ie an Esp. M. P.. <i3 

Dear Sir, Passy, Feb. 16, 1782. 

‘ot I received your favour of the 24th finet? 
You have taken pains to rectify a mistake of mine relating 
to the aim of your letters. I accept kindly your replica- 
tion, and I hope you will excuse my error, when ‘you 
reflect that I knew of no consent given by France to our 


\ 
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treating separately of peace, and that there has been mixed 
in some of your conversations and letters various reason- 
ings, to show that if France should require something of 
us that was unreasonable we then should not be obliged 
by our treaty to join witk her in continuing the war. As 
there never had been such requisition, what could I think of 
such discourses? I thought’as I suppose an honest wo- 
man would think, if. gallant should entertain her with 
suppositions of cases in which imfidelity to her husband 
would be justifiable. Would ‘not: she naturally imagine, 
seeing no other foundation or motive for such conversation, 
that if he could once get her to admit the general princi- 
ple, his intended next step would be to persuade her that 
such a case actually existed. Thus knowing your dislike 
of France, and your strong desire of recovering America 
to England, I was impressed with the idea that such aa 
infidelity on our part would not be disagreeable to you ; 
and that you were therefore aiming to lessen in my mind 
the horror I conceived at the idea of it. But we will finish 
here by mutually agreeing that ‘neither you were capable 
of proposing nor I of acting on such principles. 
cannot however forbear endeavouring to give a little 
possible utility to this letter, by saying something on your | 
ease of Dunkirk. You do not see why two nations should , 

_ be deemed natural enemies to each other. Nor do I, 
unless one or both of them are naturally mischievous and 
insolent, But I can see how enmities long continued, 
even during a peace, tend to’ shorten that peace, and to 
rekindle a war.) That is when either party, having an ad- 
vantage in war, shall exact conditions in the treaty of: 
_ peace, that are goading and constantly mortifying to the’ 
other, I take this to be the case of your “ commissioner 


80 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART III. 


_at Dunkirk.” ‘What would be your feeling, if France 
should take, and hold possession of Portsmouth, or Spain 
of Plymouth, after a peace; as you formerly held Calais, 
‘and now hold Gibraltar?’ Or’ on’ restoring your ports 
should insist on having an insolent commissioner stationed | 
there, to forbid your placing one stone upon another by: 
way of fortification? You would probably not be very easy 
under-such a stipulation. | If therefore you desire a peace 
that may be firm and durable, think no more of such ex- 
travagant demands. It is not necessary. to give my opinion 
farther on that point, yet I may add frankly, as’ this ‘is 
mere private conversation between you and me, that I do 
‘think a faithful ally, especially when under obligations for 
such great and generous: assistance as we have received, 
should fight as long as he 1s able, to prevent (as far as his 
continuing to fight may prevent) his friends being com- 
pelled. again to suffer such an insult. eed HOES 
_ My dear friend, the true pains you are taking to estore 

peace, whatever may be the success, intitle you to the 
esteem of all good men. Ifyour ministers really desire 
peace, methinks they would do well to zmpower some per- 
son to make propositions: for that purpose. One or 
other of the parties at war must take the first step. Todo 
» this belongs properly to the wisest: America being a 
novice in’ such affairs has) no pretence to that character, 
and indeed after the answer given by Lord ‘Stormont: 
(when we proposed to him something relative to the mu- 
tual, treatment of prisoners, with humanity) that the King’s 
ministers received no applications from rebels, unless when 
they.came to implore his. majesty’s clemency, it cannot be 
expected that we should hazard the exposing ourselves agam 
to. such insolence,.. All: I can say farther at present is, that 
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_ immy opinion your enemies do not aim at your destruc-. 
tion, and that if .you propose a treaty you will find them 
reasonable in their demands, provided that on your side 
they meet with the same good dispositions. But do not 
dream of dividing us : aang will certainly never be able to 
effect it.: li | 
With great regard wie dBase I am ever, elas feat, 

your most obedient and most humble servant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 


From Davip Hartrey, Esg. M. P. TO Dr. 
oid? Halahsinita FRANKLIN. 


“My DEAR Fo gaat | | ' Feb. 28, 1782... 


_ [have not as yet any thing to communicate 
to you. I have upon many occasions recommended the 
road to peace in the most earnest way. I am not without 
hopes. I think I may venture to say that the arguments 
which I have stated have made an impression. I have 
not expected to receive the final answer from Lord North, 
till after the parliamentary arrangements of the year are 
settled. I am just for three or four days in the country 
upon a little business, but upon a furlough, as I may say, 
with the knowledge of Lord North, who, during the budget 
week, cannot possibly want tovsee me. I have therefore 
taken that week for a little private business in the country, 
and if Lord N. should happen’ to wish to'see me, my 
brother keeps watch, and is to send express for me. 
Public report will tell you that on Friday last there was a 
division in the house on an American question, of 194 to 
193. I cannot answer for the dispositions of ministers, 
but in point of justice I ought to say, that I think, and as 

Vou. nm. y P 


82 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART HT. 


faras I can judge from the conferences which» Ihave 
had, that I have found good dispositions towards peace. 
T do not pledge myself,» because I may be deceived ; 
however, that is my opinion; andl say thus much lest 
my silence should appear suspicious, and create alienation 
in other parties. I think I have seen good dispositions 
from the first commencement of my conferences on peace. 
My brother sends me word that Mr. Alexander is: to: re- 
‘turn by the next mail, [ therefore write this to send either 
~by him, or at least in the same packet. I have had much 
conversation with him, and he will tell you that I have 
done my utmost to serve the cause of peace. I will con- 
clude this with a quotation which I have applied to ano- 
ther person in argument respecting peace,’ | 
Consulere patrie, parcere afflictis, fera cade abstinere,. 
Ire tempus dare, orbi quietem, seculo pacem suo, 
Hec summa virtus,—hac ccelum petitur vid, 

God bless you and prosper our pacific endeavours. [ 
shall probably write again to you soon. » Your affectionate, 
| | D. Harriey. 


From Mr. Peery S ‘BROTHER, CoL. Hanziey, 
M.P. TO Dr. FRANKLIN. ,. 5.) 
Drar Sim, a 2 Soho Syware, Feb. 98; 1782. 

‘As.1 know how anxious my brother. is ‘to 
| embrace | every opportunity of expressitig those sentiments 
of peace and universal philanthropy, which’do you both so’ 
much honour, and’ of testifying’ his regard for yourstlf, i 
am sorry he i is not returned to town before Mr. Alexander’s 
| departute. “His absence from town has beei’ occasioned 
by his being obliged to go into Gloucestershire for some 
papers relating to family concerns, and “as I’ am sure 
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-nothing..on his.part:will, be neglected, . towards forwarding 
the.great, object of peace, dL. regret, his. PEER EE | the less, 
because, it.affords mean. opportunity of saying how en- 
tirely Lagree with him. in opinion,..and particularly. in the 
respect and-esteem.I bear, to.a person.who has so. ardently 
wished,,to prevent, the effusion of blood and the, dreadful 
effects ofthis fatal, and destructive.war ;. a person who 
was, who .would have been, permit me, ‘ais Sir, to add, 
perhaps who is, (would the conduct of ,this country permit. 
him, with justice to be so).the real, the sincere friend 
of, it, cel! sc Lime eNWOE 
That RY ad year in. aa Saat ane this 
bouiine forget itself ; its honour,. and. its justice, and pur- 
sue this accursed. and. destructive war. is certain; happy — 
will it be if. the, dereliction. of it at last, shall show that its 
continuance has not, already extinguished i in the breast of 
America every. former degree of friendship and affection. 
That reason is beginning to return, and this country to see 
its,errors, | hope, from a. majority of the house of com- 
mons having yesterday agreed to a resolution against the 
American war, and I believe almost all the people of 
England are against the war. 1 hope this will lay. the 
foundation of peace between the two countries, and that 
the horrors; of -war, may be succeeded by. lasting and 
' generaltranquillity., ‘The event is in. the hand.of Provi- 
dence. alone, . but the, endeavour. to. contribute to. such 
blessed purposes is not only 3 in the power, of men,. but the 
attempt carries with. it, its) own reward. ‘Should success 
not be the | “consequence, the. consciousness of having 
exerted, oneself. in such a, cause, will afford. the Most 
pleasing reflexions, and make a man repose. in peace upon 
his pillow, whatever may be the distraction and confusion 


84° PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART If. 
around him. © You, sir; feel this in the greatest degree, 
and may those ‘sentiments of justice, of freedom and libe- 
rality, which have marked your character, receive ‘the re- 
ward they so. justly merit, «and by the happy return of a 
general peace, may such sentiments revive in éach: British 
aud American breast to the mutual advantage of both 
countries. When I join my name to my brother’s in sucht 
a wish; and in ‘every expression of regard, esteem, and 
friendship towards yourself, permit me to add, though far 
inferior in the power of contributing to that happy event 
to which his abilities, industry, and attention to public 
concerns, make him so equal, [ cannot yield even to so 
near and dear a relation the palm of sincerity inand- 
anxiety for promoting’ such a desirable purpose: I am, 
with the savage respect, dear Sir, your’s most sincerely, 


W.-H. Harruey. 


From Epmunp BuRKE, Esq. M. r. TO ‘Dr. 
) TP RARE LING 
[in- answer to one requesting him to negociate the ex- 


change of Mr. Laurens for General’ are yne.| 


Duan binlnd 


Your most obliging letter hea an 
early answer. It has not received the acknowledgment 
which was so justly‘due to it. But providence has well 
supplied my deficiencies 5: and the delay of the answer has 
made it much more: satisfactory than at the time of my 
receipt. of your letter I dared to promise myself. it could 
be. I congratulate you,.as the friend of America, I 
trust, as not the, enemy, of England, I am. sure, as the 
friend of mankind,on the resolution of the house of com- 
mons, carried by a majority of nineteen at two o'clock this 
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morning, in'avvery full house. It was the declaration of 
two hundred and thirty four; > [think it was the opinion 
of the éhole. I trast it will lead to. a speedy peace be- 
tween the two branches of the English nation, perhaps to 
a general peace ; and that our happiness may be an intro- 
duction to that of the world at large. I most sincerely 
congratulate you on the event. I wish I could say, that 
I had accomplished my commission. Difficulties remain. 
But as: Mr. Laurens is released from his confinement, and 
has recovered his health tolerably, he may wait, 1 hope, 
without a great deal of inconvenience, for the final adjust- 
ment of .his troublesome business. He is an exceedingly 
agreeable and honourable:man. I am much obliged to 
yow for the honour: of his acquaintance. He speaks of 
you as [ do; and is perfectly sensible of your warm and 
friendly interposition in his favour. I have the honour to 
be with the highest possible esteem and regard, dear Sir, 
your most faithful and obedient humble servant, | 
‘ | EpmunD Burks. 
London, Charles Street, Feb. 28, 1782. 


General Burgoyne presents his best compliments to 
you, with his thanks for your obliging attentions towards 
him. 


$e ie: R mT cececaarats a 


aaa 1G YSIOD 8 Passy; March 4, 1782. 
“1 9) “Since E'wrote the two short letters of which 
I herewith send you~ copies, 1 have been- honoured with 
yours Nov 5, dated the 16th December. * 
‘Tnclosed I sénd | copies of two letters" vais M.le Collie 
de Vergennes, relating ‘to certain ‘complaints from Ostend 
and. Copenhagen against our cruisers. 1 formerly for- 


warded a similar complaint from, Portugal, to which I. 
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have ‘yet. received: no answers The ambassador of that 
kingdom frequently asks me. for, it I hope'n now ‘that by 
bs st il blood att mischief ea be thereby some- 
times prevented. meannys 

«The. Marquis de: la eities was, at abe Yeturn’ ibid 
received by all ranks with. all possible distinction. ‘He 
daily. gains: an the. general esteem and affection, ‘and: “pro- 
mises to be a great man here. He is warmly. attached to 
our, causes: we -are on the most friendly and confidential 
footing with each other, and he »is really very serviceable 
to me in my applications for additional assistance. bon thir 

' have done what I could. in recommending Messieurs 
Daportail. and Gouvion, as you desired. did it “with 
pleasure, as I have much esteem ‘for them. ee a 

uk will endeavour to procure a sketch of an: emblém for 
the purpose you mention.» ‘This: puts me in mind of a 
‘medal I have had a mind to strike since. the late. creat 
event you give me an account of, representing the United 
States by the figure of an infant Hercules in his cradle, 
strangling the two serpents ; and France, by that of Mi- 
perva, sitting by. as his nurse, with her spear and helmet, 
and her robe ‘speckled with a few fleurs- de-lis. The ex- 
tinguishing two entire armies in one war, is what has rarely 
i if ever happened, and it ote a presage of the: future force 
ah our growing empire. * . 

od. thank, yon. much for the ‘Rewispapers. you have been sO 


, hae fs es Y 

i 5 This] Dr. . Franklin Lead eattoat had Bat ds: aii some va- 
_ tiation in ‘the | d evice ; to, which was added ‘the dates of the two 

“Nictories, Wea bet. 1777 and 19 Oct. 1781) ‘and the ‘motto, “Non 

‘ “SINE Dis ANIMOSUS Inraws. ”—On the reverse of the medal was 

“g Benitifal head of Liberty: in the exergue, “ Lrpertas AMERI- 


‘cawa” and the date of American Independence, “ 4 Jul. 1776.” " 


: 
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— as to send me. [ send also to you by every oppor- 
tunity packets of the French, Dutch, and English papers. 
Enclosed i is the last Courier of Europe, wherein you will 
find a late curious debate | on continuing “the war with 
Ameritas which the minister carried in the affirmative, 
only by his own vote! It seems the nation is ‘sick of it: 
but the king i is obstinate. There is a change made of the 
American secretary, and another talked of in the room of 
Lord Sandwich : but I suppose we have no Teason ‘to 
desire such changes. If the king will have a war with us, 
his old servants are as well for us, as any he’is likely to 
put in their places. The ministry you will see declare, 
that their war in America is for the future to be only de- 
fensive. I hope we shall be. too prodent to have the least 
dependence on this declaration ; it is only thrown’ out to 
lull us... For depend upon it the king hates us cordially, 
and will be content with nothing short of our extirpation. 

I shall be glad to receive the account you are ‘preparing 
of the wanton damages done our possessions. I wish 
you could also furnish me with one, of the barbarities 
committed on our people. They wey doen be oF all 
lent use on certain occasions. ~ aire 

The friendly disposition of this court tivo a? con- 
tinaes. We have sometimes pressed a little too hard, 
expecting and demanding, perhaps, more than we ought, 
and have used improper arguments, which’ may have 
occasioned. a little dissatisfaction, but it has not been last- 
ing. In my opinion, the surest way to obtain liberal aid 
from others, i 18 vigorously to help ourselves. — ‘People fear 
assisting the negligent, the indolent, and the careless, lest 
the aids. diy afford should be. lost. 1 know we have 
done+a gréatideal; but itis said we are apt to be supine 
_after a little Baceubs ‘and too backward in furnishing our 
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contingents... This.,is really a. generous, nation, fond, of 
glory, and particularly. that of protecting the, oppressed. 
Trade is not.the.admiration of the noblesse, who.always 
govern here... .Tellmg them. their commerce will be advan- 
taged. by our success,-.and that it is. their. interest to-help 
us, seems as much as to say, help. us, and: we shall not, be 
obliged, to. you... Such indiscreet and. improper language 
has been sometimes held here. by some of our: nner 
produced no. good. effects. go> tek) Da SeBe we te 
The constant harmony. sabeishg between, the aacasielk 
the two nations in. America, is a circumstance that, has 
afforded me infinite pleasure. It should be carefully cul- 
tivated; I hope nothing will happen to disturb ite, The | 
French officers who have returned ‘to. France this..winter, 
speak of our people in the handsomest and kindest-man- 
ner, and there is, a. strong desire. in .many.of, the young 
nobility to go over to fight for us. 3 there.is no «restraining 
some of. them ; and several, changes: among the officers of 
their army have lately taken place in consequence. | > 
_ Generals, Cornwallis and Arnold are .both arrived in 
England. , It is reported that the former .in’ all his. con- 
versations, discourages the prosecution of the war. in 
America; if so, he will of course be-out of favour. We 
hear much of audiences. given, to the latter, and of his 
as present at councils. . He seems to mix as naturally 
‘ith that polluted court as;.pitch .with, tar ; ,there/is no 
pith in-nature too base.for..them to associate with, pro- 
vided he may be. i pcre fl of .serying their pur- 
posedydxid> \ .aevio in, Wy 
» You 5 to aa ara RCs any, Daiiphaenied letters of 
Me. Deane, have been published. in Europe?) I have seen 
but one in, the, English papers, that to. Mr., Wadsworth ; 
and none in any of the French and Dutch papers, but 


- 
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some may have been printed. that have not falleti in my 
way. There is no doubt of their being all genuine. His 
conversations since his’ return: from America have, as 1 
have been informed, gone gradually more and more into 
that'style, and at length came to an open vindication ‘of 
Arnold’s conduct, and within these few days he has sent 
mea letter of twenty full: pages, recapitulating those 
letters, and threatening to write and publish an account of 
the treatment he has received from congress, &e. He 
resides at Ghent, is distressed both in mind and in cir- 
cumstances, raves and writes abundanee, and I imagine it 
will end in-his going over to join his friend Arnold in 
England. . I had an exceeding good opinion of him when 
he acted with me, and | believe he was then’ sincere and 
hearty in our cause, But he is changed, and his character 
ruined in his'‘own country and in. this, so that I see no 
other but England to which he can now retire. He says 
we owe him-about 12,000/. sterling, and his great com- 
plaint is, that we do not settle his accounts and pay him. 
Mr. Johnson having declined the service, I proposed en- 
gaging Mr. Searle to undertake it, but Mr. Deane objected 
to him as being his enemy. In my opinion, he was, for 
that reason, even ‘fitter for. the service of Mr. Deane, 
since accounts are of a mathematical nature, and cannot 
be changed by an enemy, while: that enemy’s testimony, 
that he had found them well supported -by authentic 
vouchers, would have weighed more than the same. testi- 
mony from a friend. : ) pas 
_. With regard to negociations for a peace, I see but little 
probability of their being entered upon ser iously this year, 
unless the English minister had failed in raising his funds, 
which it is said he has-secured, so that we must provide 
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for another campaign, in which I hope,God will continue 
to favour us, and humble our cruel and haughty enemies ; 
a-circumstance ‘which, whatever Mr. Deane. mayseay! to 
the contrary, will'give pleasure to all Huropes (| 
'Phis year opens well by the. reduction of. Port Mahon, 
the garrison prisoners of war, and we are not without hopes 
that Gibraltar may soon follow. ‘A few more signal suc- 
cesses in America, will do much towards: reducing our 
@hemies to FeasOM GFE DE RINT AHN So, ROPRABOH 7 
Your expressions of Wgobbieginion with regard to' me, 
and wishes of: my continuance in this employment, are 
very obliging. As long as the: congress think I can be 
useful to our affairs, it is my duty to obey their orders: _ but 
I should be happy’ to'see them better executed by another, 
and myself at liberty ; enjoying, ‘before I quit the stage of 
life, ‘some small degree of leisure and pei ele 
| be Breet oe: &e. 
sie | ) Be Fran NKLIN. 


From Wits ALEXANDER, Eso. TO Dr. 


WE Qoete Oe _ 


“Fran KLIN. : 


bs tata Sunday 9 at wiht, Marck 3, 1782. 


My Dear SIR, 

sacsieapadaies aaa Rathi ‘T expect to see you ina 
ay or two after this’ ‘comes to hand, I cannot let ‘slip the 
opportunity of Mr. Moore, formerly with Mr. Williams, 
to inform you that the address, in consequence of the ques- 
tion carried on Wednesday, was carried to the king by the 
whole opposition on Friday; that: the answer,” after’ the 
€ommon place phrases’and the repetition of the ‘substance 
of the address, was declaring his disposition to comply with 
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it’; and that’ of pushing the war with: vigour against the 
anéient enemies of the kingdom; untilia safe and:honour- 
ablépeacé could-be obtained which was his mostvearnest 
wish. _ Thisis) ‘the sense® asdelivered | to , me | Friday 
eels by’a-member present. I have sabiduithddaieidtifex 
you which: Twill deliver on my arrival, and ‘can give :you 
a good: deal ‘of the’sentiments. of parties .in England.)o1 
left London’ yesterday. You will have all our public, news 
up to Thursday. The 1st payment 15 percent was:made 
on the néwiloan, Friday, and stock’ was got up) at)2 per 
cent thereafter. . Mr. Moore goes away just now, so: have 
only time to subscribe myself with the most Dnihogeepiiea 
dear’ sah is ‘our most obedient humble servant,:)) ssp 
SOUR MARES, wad Pu popes yr’ wo Wy Ausxanioen. 

“To. R. R, ‘Livinestos, 4 cy 

we eaSeduetary of Foreign Affair rm 


Sir, Passy, March 9, 1782. 

1 have just received. the honour of yours, 
dated e anuary the 7th. Your communication of the sen- 
timents of congress with respect to many points that may 
come under consideration in a treaty of peace, gives me 
great pleasure, and the more as they agree so perfectly 
with my ‘own opinions, and. furnish me with additional ar- 
‘guments in'their support.’ J shall, be more particular on 
this subjectiin my»next;;for having’. notice from. captain 
‘Barry dast night, that he will. not go to) Brest, as I ex- 
‘pected;'to take in ‘some of:our goods, but will sail imme- 
odiately'on ther return of the post, which sets out to-day ;. I 
cam ‘obliged to be ‘short. » You will see: in -the enclosed 
newspapers, the-full debate in the, House of Commons, on 
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the subject of declining the war with North America. By 
private advices, I learn, that the whole: opposition ‘now 
become the majority, went up in a body with the address 
to the King, who answered that he would’ pay a due re- 
gard to the advice of his faithful Commons; and°employ 
his forces with more vigour against the ancient enetiies of 
the nation, or to that purpose ; and’ that orders ‘were im+ 
mediately given for taking up a greati number: of large 
transports, among which are many old India ships, ‘whence 
it is conjectured that they intend seme: great effort'in the 
West Indies, and perhaps mean to carry off their troops 
and stores from New York and Charleston. I hope 
however, that we shall not, in expectation’ wince o_o mn 
our preparations for the approaching campaign. 

I will procure the books you write for, and send them 
-as soon as possible. | BAIT Hee 

Present my duty to the congress, ni Heheve me to be 
with sincere esteem, &c. "BY Frawx in. 


rite fp on 


‘From bayeaes HartLey, Esq. ‘M. Ms ‘TO ae 
FRANKLIN. | 


My Dear ivi : Keddie Maite 1, 1782. 

: Mr. Digges who will Aelia this to” 

. you informs me that having been applied to for the pur- 
pose of communicating with Mr. Adams on the subject of 
his commission for treating of peace, he is now. setting: out 
for Amsterdam, and that he intends afterwards to go to 
Paris to wait upon you. I understand the ocecasion: to 
have arisen, by some mention having been made, im-parlia- 
ment by General Conway of persons not far off, having au- 
thority to treat of peace, which was supposed to allude to 
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Mr. Adams, and.some friends of his m:London. Minis- 
try were therefore induced to make some enquiries them- 
selves. This. is what L am informed of the matter. 
When the proposal was-made to Mr. Digges, he consulted 
me, L believe from motives of caution, that he might know 
what ground he had. to stand upon, but not in the least 
apprized, that I had been in any degree in course of cor- 
responding with you on the subject of negociation. As I 
had informed! the:ministry from you that other persons’ be- 
sides yourself: were» invested with: powers of treating, I 
haye nothing to say» against) their consulting. the several 
respective parties. That is their own concern. » [ shall 
at all times content myself with observing the duties of my 
own conduct, attending to all circumstances with circum 
spection, and then leaving the conduct of others to: their 
own reasons. I presume that ministry have only done 
what others. would have done in their situation, to pro- 
cure the most ample information that the case will admit. 
I rest contented to act in my own sphere, and if my exer 
tions can be applied to any public good, I shall always be 
ready to take my part with sincerity and zeal. Iam, my 
dear friend, your ever affectionate, D. Hartiry: 


From Dan, eae 4 M. Poors Da. , 
_Franxuy, = 


ego te 
Mowibeae pareidis London, March 12, 1782. 
potas © Enelosed with this IT transmit to 

you the “public parliamentary proceeding’ respecting ‘the 
American’ war.’ If°you will compare these proceedings 
with some-6thers’ in’ several ‘of the ‘counties of this king 
dom about two years ago, you will at once see the reason 


04 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART: iil. 


why many persons who from:principles-of general.and en-— 
larged philanthropy do most certainly wish;universal-peace 
to mankind: yet seem restrained in theirmode.of endeavour- 


ing to obtain that object... We» must, accommodate our 
endeavours’ to practicabilities, in the, strong hope}thatf 
the work of peace was once begun, it would soon become 


general.» Parliament having declared their sentiments,by 


their public proceedings; a general bill will soon pass to 
enable administration to treat’ with America,.and 
to couclude.. As to the sincerity of ministry that will 
be judged of by their conduct in any treaty. The first 


object is.to procure a meeting of qualified and authorised. 


persons. You have told me _ that» four persons. are ‘em- 
powered by a-special commission to treat of peace.’ . Are 
we to understand that each separately has powerto\con- 
clude, or in what manner ? ~The four persons :whom:you 
have mentioned are in four different. parts of: the \world, 
viz. three of them in hostile states, and the ‘fourth ander 
circumstances very peculiar for a negociator.)Whem I 
told Mr. Laurens that his name was in the commission; I 
found him entirely ignorant of every circumstance relating 
to it. I understand that the ministry will be readyto: pro- 
ceed towards opening a negociation as soon as) thé bill 
shall pass, and therefore it is necessary to consult:of time, 
and place and manner’ and. persons on eachiside.’ ‘The 
‘negociation itself will'speak the rest. I have been in- 
formed that some gentlemen in this countty:(not in adini- 
nistration) have lately entered into'.a correspondence>with 
Mr. Adams relating to his commission of treating ofor 
peace, and that their previous enquiries having:been spoken 
of in public, the ministry-have'cbeen mduced» to! make 
some enquiry themselves from ’Mr,«aidams. onsthat sub- 
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ject.) In whatever way a fair treaty. may. be opened, by 
swhomsoever or with .whomsoever, I shall heartily. wish 
good success to ‘it for the. common good an d peace of 
maukind. Iknow these to be your sentiments, and Lam 
confident that’ they will ever remain so, and hope that.you 
vatieb indlione the same of me. I am ever, yoursmost affec- 


Copy fiom the printed votes of the Coninons, o7 
“Feb. hii " 


beter That it is ie opinion this ne yo that 
| en farther prosecution. of offensive war on the continent 
of North America, for the purpose of reducing the revolted 
colonies to obedience by force, will be the: means of weak- 
ening the efforts of this country against her. European 
‘enemies, tends, under the .present circumstances, danger- 
ously to, increase the mutual enmity. so, fatal, to. the inte- 
rests‘both of Great, Britain and America, and, by prevent- 
ing an happy reconciliation with that country, to. frustrate 
othe earnest desire graciously expressed by his Majesty to 
restore the blessings of public tranquillity. : 
Resolved... That an humble address be “presented, to 
his | Majesty, that the further prosecution of ,offensive, war 
on the continent of North America, tends, eC a ee 
‘March 4. Mr. ‘Speaker reported tu. the House, that 
the: House attended his Majesty.on Friday last, with, their 
address + to. which his) sidbites was pleased | to, give, his 
MOS PLACIGUSANSWEN 0) 9/4) OP YOiIE GT came AM arn tbh 
iuge uae Gentlemen of “i ote of. Gomnions,, onan 
hye vare: no. objects nearer my, heart, than, the. ease, 
happiness, and. BeoePttn of, my. people. 1: ali bie 


96 PRIVATE CO RRESPONDENCE PART 111. 


You may be assured that, in pursuance of your-advites” 
I shall take such measures as shall- appear ‘to me most’ 
conducive to the restoration’ of harmony between Great 4 
Britain and the revolted colonies, so--essential-to. the: pros+” 
perity of both; and that my efforts: shally be’ directed.in 
the most effectual manner against oar European enemies, ¢ 
until such a peace can be obtained. _as shall consist. with... 
the interests and permanent welfare of my Kingdoms...) 50 
Resolved, memine contradicente;., «+ ssiwoled I bavlobert + 
That an humble address be presented to his Majesty, to 
return his Majesty the thanks of this House, for his mest 
eracious answer to their address. presented to” his Majesty” 
on Friday last, and for the assurances his; Majesty has 
most graciously been pleased to give them of his intention 
in pursuance of the advice of this House, to take, such. 
measures as shall appear most conducive to. the: restora’! | 
tion of harmony between Great. Britam and the. revolted. . 
colonies ; and that his efforts shall be directed in the most . 
effectual manner against our European enemies, until such... ) 
a peace can be. obtained | as shall consist with the perma-.. 
nent. welfare and prosperity of his kingdoms: this House. 
‘being convinced that nothing can, in the present circum: 
stances of this country, so essentially promote Hhonigtost 
objects of his. Majesty’s. paternal care for his. people, as. 
the measures : which his faithful Commons haye Lge hua 
bly. recommended. to, His Majesty. 3 45, saitie Gly Wiles am 
Ordered, that the said address be. caneeeitats gees de ico 
_ Resolved. . That, after the solemn declaration of, Pik 
opinion, of this House, in their humble, address, presented. . 
to his Majesty on Friday last, and his, “Majesty's assurance 
of his graciousintention in pursuance of their'advice, to take. 


2 te PR 


such; measures ae senets to his it ale be most 
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ucive“to’the ‘restoration’ of ‘harmony’ between Great 
Beieninredi toe revolted Colonies, so esseiitial to the pros- 
perity ofboth, this Howse will consider as enemies to his 
Majesty and this country, all those who shall endeavour 
to frustrate ‘his Majesty’s paternal care for the ease and 
happitiéss of ‘his people, by advising, “or by any means at- 
temriptinig) the farther’prosecution of offensive war on the 
continent of North America, for the purpose of reducing 
the revolted Colonies to obedience ey bah ” : 


Frome Davin ere Esq. tro Dr. FRANKLIN. 
pe irsdinabel Fre, ~~ London, March 21, 1782. 
oy Vou ‘will have heard before this 
cath vtadetoniiie Lord North declared yesterday i in the 
House of Commons, that his Majesty intended to change 
_ his ministers.” The House is adjourned for a few days to 
give time for the formation of a new ministry. "Upon this 
eccasion therefore I must'apply to you to know whether 
_ you’ would wish, me t0 transfer the late negociation to the 
successors of ‘the late ministry; im these terms; (vide 
yours t6 ine Of January 15,1782) viz. “that you are emi- 
powered ‘by a special commission to treat of peace ‘when- 
ever a ‘negociation for that purpose shall be opened. /° That 
it must always ‘be anderstood that it is to be “int ecbaraii? 
tion with your allies conformable to the solemn n treaties 
or with’ h thet} “That the ‘formal acknowledgts ment of 
epenc er nee" of ‘America’ 1S” “not t made: ing tb all 


ceithe tate" weve ted het spins ne neni 
preceded its dissolution ‘we are“ to “hope that they will be’ 
VoL, 1. G 
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disposed to enter into a negociation of. peace upon fair 
and honourable terms, . I hhaye, no doubt that ‘island 
some persons in the late, ministry of that disposition, .... 
_. I told you in my last letters to you of the 1 1th and 12th 
instant, that, I had received information, whilst I was in 
the course of " correspondence with the ministry myself on 
the subject of peace, that some part of the minisiry were 
transmitting some, communications or enquiries upon that 
subject with Mr. Adams, unknown to me, I had inform- 
ed the ministry from you the names of the four persons 
empowered to treat. I saw the minister upon the occa- 
sion (1 should now call him the late minister.) , I took, the 
liberty of giving him my opinion upon the matter itself. 
So far as it related personally to me, I expressed myself 
fully to him that there was no occasion that such a step 
should have been taken unknown to me, for that I. was’ very 
free to confess that if they thought my partiality towards 
peace was so ‘strong that they could drive a better bargain 
through another. channel, I could not. have. any right. of 
exclusion upon them, I relate this to. jou. because . J 
would wish to have you make. a correspon ing application 
tu. your own case. If you should think that my strong 
desire for. peace, although most ‘laudable and. virtuous i 
uiself, should mislead me, and that my, being, so as you may 
suppose | misled, may, be: of any, prejudice. to the cause 
committed, to your trust, z desire by no means to embar- 
Fass your | free conduct, by any considerations of private or 
| personal regard. to myself. Having, said thus much, I will 
now add th hat a am. not unambitious | of, the office of 2 PY 
peace-maker, that I flatter myself. the very, page e which if 
now am writing will b bear full testimony. fr ‘om both hs sides, of 
the impartiality, of ™ ‘conduct, And haw add once 
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more what T have often said and repeated to each side, 

viz) that no fallacy or deception, knowing or suspecting it 
to be such, shall ever pass through my hands. 

Believe me I sympathize most ‘cordially and sincerely 
with you in every anxiety of yours for peace. I hope 
things are tending (although not without rubs) yet in the 
main to that'end. Soon! as soonas the course of human 
‘life may be expected to operate on the great scale and 
course of national events, or rather in the creation 
and establishment of a new world. I am sometimes 
tempted to think myself in patient expectation the elder 
vi of the two. I say the elder, not the better. — 

ae he | Yours, &c. “D. Hart ey. 


. From Mr. T. Dicers to Dr. FRANKLIN. ; 
GNS te) Amsterdam, March 22, 1782... 
Ab beatae ieee f left England a few days back, and dni 
my conversation and some consultations with: Mr. Adams 
on a matter which will be mentioned to you by him, and 
_ more particularly explained in this letter, my determina- 
tion was to have seen you, as well on that business as on 
a matter of much consequence to my private reputation. 
I feel the disadvantages undeg, which I labour when 
Writing to you on a matter which’ cannot .be explained or 
cleared. up but by’ personal conversation. I do not give 
up my intended | purpose “of personally speaking — to you, 
but it: ‘being found better ‘and’ more ‘convenient to my 
"purpose to return ‘immediately hence to England, and 
thence to Paris; in prefer ence of going: first ‘to Paris, it 
must be unavoidably delayed for some days. tive Gael 
Kt would take up more than the length of-a letter to ex- 


bai aban : edits il = oR 
754 ; 1 i 
hee ‘upon, , which was shal’ 1s barat, to ce Pay 6 commu- 
nicated to you with Mr. Adams ; a will therefore take the 
liberty to give you an abbreviation of it in as few ‘the 
as I can. a i pee CT ey a 1% 
‘ ‘About a fortnight ag ago a rite requisition a minis- 
try, through Lord Beauchamp, was made to Mr. R | Penn 
to, now | if he could ascertain that any person or persons 
in Europe were commissioned by Congress to treat, for 
peace, whether they were NOW ‘willing to avail themselves 
of such, commission, and of the present sincere disposition 
mM, ministry to treat, and whether they would recewwe 
an appointed commissioner to speak for a truce, and ; men- 
tion a place for. the meeting 2, Se. . : 
Mr. Penn’ s referring Lord Beauchamp to me, as s know- 
ing. the nature of Mr. Adams’s former commission, was 
the sole cause of my being ‘privy to, ora party. m, the 
matter. I had various meetings with Lord Beauchamp 
in company ‘with Mr. Penn on the subject ; the particular 
memorandums of which, and Lord B.’s statement of what 
the ministry wanted to obtain, together with every other 
circumstance relative to the matter, I regularly consulted 
Mr. Laurens. and, Mr. ‘OD. Hartley upon ; : and the | ‘result 
was 1 my: taking the j journey hither, and to. Paris, i in order to 
put t the questions (as they are. before stated from Lord B. 
to. Mr. Penn) and to bring an answer thereto. I am well 
convinced by Lord Beauchamp’ s pledge of his personal. 
hovour, as well as from Mr. Hartley’ s telling me he knew 
the: matter to to come directly from Lord N orth. for} he visit- 
ed him more than ‘once to ascertain the fact) that it isa 
serious and sincere requisition from’ ‘ministry, and that they 
will immediately take some steps to open a "treaty, pro- 
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vided 5 go back mn assurances that there is a power 
‘vested'in Americans i in ‘Europe to treat and conclude, and 
that they are willing to avail “themselves of such pea st 
‘when properly applied to. 

~ Thave, stated the whole transaction to Mr. ‘Adams, 
read every memorandum. I had made, informed him of 
‘every circumstance I knew, and when I put the questions 
Gs 1 ‘they ¢ are before stated from Lord B. to Mr. Pem) he 
‘teplied, that there were certainly commissioners in Eu- 
ropé, of which body he was one, who had powers. to treat 
and conclude upon peace ; that he helieved, them willing 
to entér into such a treaty, provided a proper offer was 
made ; but that no questions now or to be made i in future 
could be answered by him without previously consulting 
his colleagues, and afterwards acquainting the ministers of 
the belligerent _ powers thereof.’ rae Oy Adams~ recom- 
ménded that any future questions might be made directly 
to you, for that the present, as well as any subsequent pro- 
positions, would be immediately communicated to at and 


te: ry Ry 


fons. de Vergennes, | ) 
: "His answers to my questions were nearly Hae T fore- 
told and expected, and is substantially what Lord Beau- 
pt seemed so anxious to procure, ‘When I relate this 
answer t to his Lordship 1 my business will be finished i in that 
quarter. ‘% will here explain to you my only 1 motive for 
being am messenger from him whom I had never ‘Anown or 
been in ‘company with before. © It. will enable. me to say, 
I have done one favour for you, , and I claim ‘of 3 ‘you ano- 
ther, viz. ‘to obtain a a restor ation of my papers from Lord 
Hillsborough’s ‘office, Shieh were ia a most illegal and ; un- 
justifiable manner pede from me “near 7 twelvénionth 


3£0, and are yet t withheld notwithstanding the personal ap aps 
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plications for them’ from Lord Coventry, Lord’ Nugent, 
‘and Mr. Jacksoti; each of whom have explained the injury 
‘and very extraordinary. imischief thé’ ‘want of 1 my papers for 
so long a time has and is now doing me. “did ction 
On my first conversation with” Mr. Adatns I had con- 
cluded to go to you, ‘partly by his advice to do so; “but 
‘as the expenceé of two journies’ where one may” Ne. is of 
some import to: me, and from supposing your answer 
would be substantially the saiie as that from Mr. Adams, 
Thave thought it better’ to go back iinmediately to ‘Lon- 
don, and’then set out for Paris ‘with pe ‘probability of be- 
3 able'to bear my papers 4 Eh SONNE 8 
Twill take the liberty to trouble you with anothet letter 
if any thing occurs’ on iny ‘arrival in “London. * I am to 
leave’ this With Mr. Adams_ for forwardance ; and for the 
present r have only” to beg’ a line acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of it. If your letter is put under’a cover to Mr. 
Stockdale, Bookseller, Piccadilly, J. ondon, it’ will ‘the 
more readily get to hand. Iam, with ela respect, Sir, 
your very obedient servant, ) bie “Dreees. 
Awe BI ti MO Ostend, 26th Maven. 
wore sos 100 Onmy last visit to” Mr. Adams, Friday 
evening, to explain to him the substance of the foregoing 
letter} and’ask his forwardance of it'to you,’ we had’some 
farther conversation onthe ‘niatter, ‘the ultimate’ conclu: 
sion of which was, that it was’ thought: better T did not 
send the annexed letter to’ you; or mention’ my’ business 
with him’ until my ‘going’ in ‘person ‘from England. * Mr. 
Adams’ 's reasons were these.’ That if I’made the commu- 
nication then he should be necessitated to state the matter 
in a long letter to you and others of his colleagues; that 
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the matter as it then stood was ‘not of such importance 
but he could save himself the trouble of the explanation ; 
and that as he tecommended any future questions or ap- 
plications to be made directly to you, your situation mak- 
ing it more conveniént sooner to inform the French court 
thereof, he thought my letter, had better be, postponed, 
and the substance of it given.in person as soon as I could 
possibly get from London. to Paris. I acquiesced, though 
reluctantly, and having thought much on the matter on my 
journey hither, I have at length determined to forward the 
foregoing letter with this postscript, and at the same time 
to inform Mr. Adams of my exact feelings on the matter, 
viz. that my wishes and intentions when I left England 
were to see, and make known the matter to you; that 
through Mr. Hartley or some other channel you must hear 
that [ had been at Amsterdam, and my seemingly turning 
my back upon you might be thought oddly of ; and finally 
that I could not answer for carrying the inclosure from 
Mr. Hartley back to England, not knowing the conse- 
quence it might be of. 1 hope and think I have done 
right in this matter. The purpose for my moving in the 
business I went to Mr. A. upon, has, I own, been with a 
double view of serving myself in a matter of much conse- 
quence to me, for after delivering the explanations. l carry, 


Ican with some degree of right and\a very great probabi- 


lity of success, claim as a gratuity for the trouble and ex- 
pence Ihave been at, the restoration of my papers; the situa- 
tion-of which I haye already explained to Lord Beauchamp, 
inorder to get him.to be a mover for them, and Lhave very 
little doubt that a few days will restore them. to me, and 
give me an opportunity to speedily speak to you on a mat- 
ter which gives me ‘much uneasiness, vexation, and pain. 


_ Excuse the hurry in which I write, for 1 am very near the 
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period of embarkation. Paul» Wentworth ‘embarked this 
“day for England :°1 trod on his «heels chief \of theeway 
»féom the Hague which he left: suddenly... General: HOH 


is on his road’ pase! to Hanoveriie:« ils? yum. ojow basly 
‘bs ae shite ge, TE TS ee fA iru ae ae Addy TUMAZIV OG, 2081. DAL OD d 
1; | Dlw Tey? 
From Hs Exckiuency “yt “AbaMs, | SQ. 
peu! 1G Gf wih Se eae! re ELA Ld ipuay , 
"ee ets To Dr. FRANKLIN. 
SR et sh ig The Hague, March 26, 1782. 
cant aad. vs:ne! le last week, I received. -at Amster- 


dame a) Aid from: Digges, inclosing two letters. to.me, 
-from Mrz: David Hartley. The card desired to see me, 
upon business:of importance; and the letters. from, Mr. 
Hartley contaimed an assurance, that to: his knowledge, 
the bearer came from the highest authority... I answered 
the card, that in the present situation of affairs here and 
elsewhere, it) was impossible for me to see any one from 
England withoutsvitness ; but if he were willing to.see.me 
in) presence of Mr. Thaxter, my Secretary, and) that I 
should communicate whatever he should say to me to, Dr. 
‘Franklin, and the Comte de Vergennes, I would wait for 
him.at home: at: ten o’clock; but that I had rather he 
should go to Paris, without seeing me, and communicate 
what ‘be had to» say to Dr. Franklin, whose situation en- 
abled him to consult the Court without loss of time... At 
ten’ however he came; | and:told me along g story about con- 
sultations, with Mr. Penn, Mr. Hartley, Lord: Beauchamp, 
and=at last’ Lord..North, by whom he was finally sent, to 
enquire. ofime, if: or any other. had: authority: to-treat 
with: Great. Britain. ofia truce.. L answered, that)“<J-came . 
to Europe: with: full: powers to. make peace, that those 
powers had been announced to. the public kas my. arri- 
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-_yalpand,continued,in force until last summer, when Con- 
gress Sent,ainew, commission, containing the same powers — 
to four.persons, whom I named: that if the-King of Eng- 
land were my father, and J the heir apparent to/his throne, 
I could not advise him ever to think of a truce, because it 
- would be but a real war, under a simulated appearance of 
tranquillity, and would end. in another open and. bloody. 
war, without doing : any ‘real good to any of the parties.” 
“He said that “ the ministry would send some person of 
consequience over, perhaps ‘General Conway, but they 
were apprehensive, that he ,would | be ill-treated: orwex- 
posed.” > Dsaid,.' “that if they resolved upon such a:mea- 
sure;T had rather. they: would send: immediately to Dr. 
, Franklin’ because of his situation near the French icouitt. 
But there was no doubt, if they sent any respectable per- 
-sonage’ properly: authorized, who should. come to: treat 
chonourably, he would be treated with great respect, » But 
-thatif he came tome, I could give him no opinion:upon 
any thing .without-consulting my colléagues, and should 
reserve a ici of communicating every ve to. thei and 
to our allies.” « «~ Tee eit Piet) 8a ee 
« \Hesthen said that “ his mission was Foclsheniod That the 
fact:to ‘be: ascertained was simply » that there was a.com- 
‘mission:in Europe, to treat: and conclude: but that there 
' Was. notione person in Great, Britain who could affirm or 
prove that, there:was ‘such a sia uct acho it-had 
been ‘announced im the gazettés.”) 6 10 boy) noel. 
Tidesited: ‘him; and: he»promised: me, not: tel mention 
Mr.Laurens to:the:ministry without his consent.(and;with- 
-out infonning-bim» that it:was impossible he should: say 
-any thing in theybusiness, because he knew: nothing of our 
instructions) because, | although it was possible that. his 


- 
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being in such a commission might induce them to release 
him, yet it was also possible it might render them more 
difficult, concerning his exchange. 

. The picture he gives of the situation’ of Miner: in Bay! 
hhcnlaie gloomy enough for them. ‘The distresses of the 
People, and the distractions in administration and parlia- 
ment, are such as may Preaueg any effect Mart tae can 
~ be imagined. | On) Ma g 
The only use of all shin I think is : to aiaie deride 
strokes at New York and Charlestown. There is no po- 
sition so advantageous for negociation, as when we have 
all an enemy’s army prisoners. I must beg the favour of 
you, Sir, to.send me, by one of the Count de Vergennes’ s 
couriers to the ‘Duc de la Vauguion, a copy in letters of 
your peace instructions. I have not been ‘able to decy- 
pher one quarter part of. mine. Some mistake has cer- 
tainly been made. | ; 

Ten or. eleven cities of Holland tne declared them- 
selves in. favour of American Independence, and itis ex- 
pected that to-day or to-morrow this province will take 
the decisive resolution of admitting me to my audience. 
Perhaps some of the other provinces may delay it for three 
or four, weeks. But the Prince has declared; that he has 
no hopes of. resisting the torrent, and therefore that he. 
shall, not attempt it. | 'The Duc de. la Vauguion: has acted 
a very friendly and honourable part in this business, with- 

out, however, doing any ministerial act in it. With great 
respect, I have the honour to be, Sir, rah most obedient 
and most humble servant, emer ray i ADAMs. 
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~The e newspapers ‘which I send you by this 
wail will acquaint you, with what has since my 
last passed in parliament. You will there see a copy of 
the Bill brought in by the Attorney-General, for empow- 
éring the King to make peace with the Colonies. They 
still seein to flatter themselves’ with the idea of dividing 
us; and rather than name the Coneress they empower him 
generally to treat with any body or bodies of men, or any 
person or persons, Sc. ‘They are here likewise endea- 
vouring to get us to treat separately from France, at the 
same time ‘they are tempting France to treat separately 
from us, equally without the least chance of success. I 
have been drawn into a correspondence on this subject, 
which you shall have with my next. I send you a letter 
of Mr. Adams’s just received, which shows also that they 
are weary of the war, and would get out of it if they knew 
how. They had not then ‘received certain news of the 
loss of St. Christopher’s, which will probably render them 
still ‘more ‘disposed to peace. I see that a bill is also 
passing through the House of Commons for the exchange 
of American | ‘age ‘The’ 4 ‘of which I do not yet 
know. SHER AMRIT OE ee. 3 

“Tn my last I iitorttived to be more particular with res 
spect re the points you mentioned as proper to be insisted - 
on in the treaty ‘of peace. My ideas on those points, I 
assure you, are full as strong as yours. I did intend to 
have given you my reasons for some addition, and if the 


-108 PRIVATE ED ER EAPONDENCE PART LIK. 


treaty \ were to be held on your side the water, | IT would do 
Its otherwise it seems on second thoughts t to be unneces- 
sary, and if my letter should be intercepted may bei incen- 
venient. Be assured I shall not willingly § give up any im- 
portant right or interest of our countr Yo. and ‘unless this 
campaign should afford. our. enemies some considerable 
advantage, I hope m more pay, be, obtained than i Is. Pes es 
Pegi a ) 

i afi generally. g go. on well in Burp, i otind 
away all difficulties. Daw us tebe up not dinly 4 our cour rage 
but our vigilance, and not be laid asleep by the pretended 
half peace the English make with us ‘without asking our 
consent. We cannot be safe while they keep armies in 
our countr ry. _ With great esteem I have the honour to be, 


Sir, your, most, obedient and most humble servant, Dis di dae 
B. PRANKLIN, a 


To J. Avams, Eso. 


‘Sit, A ARR. Is 687, March 84,4782) — 

Av  Dreceived yours: of the. 10th instant, and 
slebscobiniie with you, that the’ English will evacuate 
New: York and Charlestown, as the troops there. after the, 
late’ resolutions. of parliament must. be useless, and,are. 
necessary to defend their, remaining islands, where. they, 
have not at present moré than 3000 men. The pradence: 
of this operation is so obvious, thatI. think., they.,.can 
hardly amiss’ it ; otherwise 1 own, that, considering. their, 
conduct. for several years past, itis. not reasoning .conse-, 
quentially to conclude they will, do a thing, becanse the 
doing itis required by common sense. = 
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"Yours of the 26th i is “just come to hand. I thank you 
for’ th ec communication of Digges’s 8 message. “He has also 
sent ‘me: a ‘Tong letter, with two from “Mr. Ha rtley. I 
shall s see M. ‘de Vergennes to-morrow and will acquaint 
you - with « every. thing material that passes on the’ subject, 
But ‘the ministry by whom Digges pretends tobe sent 
being changed, © wwe shall by waiting a little see what 
tone will be taken by their successors. You shall have a 
copy of the instructions by the next courier.’ 1 congratu- 
late | you. ‘cordially on “the” progress you have made among 
those slow people. Slow however as they are, Mr. Jay 
finds his* much slower. By an American, who goes in 
about ten days to ‘Holland, T shall send you a ‘packet of 
correspondence with Mr. Hartley, though it amounts to 
little. With: great esteem, 1 have the honour to ‘be’ your 
Excellency’ s most obedient and most humble servant, 


r B. FRANKLIN. 


To Davin Hawtuny Eso. M. P. 
Dear DIR, ol 1 Passy, March ote “1782. 


ois Scetce: «Dhave just received your. favours of March 
Fland 12, forwarded to me by Mr. Digges,. | and another 
of the2ist per post.’ [ congratulate you on the returning 
good disposition of your nation towards America, which 
appears in the resolutions, of. parliament,) that you have 
sent'me': and I hope the change of your ministry will be 
attended | with: ‘salutary’ effects, 1 continue) in. the. same, 
sentiments expressed'in my» former» letters; but.as lam 
Ban one ae fivest in Hien omission, ane have no knowledge 
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of the sentiments of the others, what has: passed ‘between 
_us.is to be considered merely as private conversation.’ ‘The 
five. persons. are Messrs; Adam, Jay, Laurens, Jefferson, 
and, myself; and. in. case,of the death orabsence of any, 
the remainder have power to act and conclude. 1 have 
not written to Mr. Laurens, having constantly expected 
him. here, but shall write to him: next post; when I shall 
also write more fully to you, having now only time to add, 
that Iam ever with great esteem and soli dear id 
your most obedient. and most humble servant, Gi atte 
aii at! nua Hew opatee iE Diente 4 


PY uO Tae ee ae ¢ ae 


ee ae REST 


~ To Davip Haxriey, ‘Esa. M. Pe. 4 
_ My. Disks Erinn, «: ‘: Passy;. April 5, 1782. 1 


1h eT wrote a few lines to you the 31st past, 
and: promised to write more fully. On perusing again 
your letters of the 11th, 12th, and 21st, I do not find any 
notice taken of one from me dated February 16. I there- 
fore now send you a copy made from it in the press. The 
uncertainty of free transmission discourages a free com- 
munication of sentiments on these important affairs ; but 
the inutility of discussion between persons, one of whom 
is not authorized, but in conjunction with others, and the 
other not authorized at all, as well as the obvious incon- 
veniences that may attend such previous handling of points, 
that are to be considered when we come to treat regular- 
ly, are with me a still more effectual discouragement, and 
determine me to waive that part of thé correspondence. 
As to Digges, I have no confidence in him, nor in any 
thing he says or may say of his being sent by ministers. 
Nor will I have any communication with him, except in 
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receiving and considering the justification of himself which 
- he pretends he shall be able and intends to make, for his 
excessive drafts.on| me on account of the relief I ordered 
tothe prisoners; and his embezzlement of the money. 
You justly observe in yours of the 12th, that the first ob- 
ject.is to procure a: “meeting of qualified and authorized 
persons,”’ and that'you “f understand ministry will be ready 
to proceed towards opening a negociation as soon as‘the 
bill shall pass, and therefore it is necessary to consult of 
time and place;:and manner and persons’ on each side.” 
This you wrote while the old ministry existed. If the new 
have the same intentions, and desire a general peace, they 
may easily discharge Mr. Laurens from those engage- 
ments which make his acting in the commission improper, 
and except Mr. Jefferson who remains in America and is 
not expected here, we. the. Commissioners of Congress 
can be easily got together ready to meet yours at such place 
as, shall be agreed to by all the powers at war, in order 
to form the treaty. God grant that there may be wisdom 
enough assembled to make, if possible, a peace that,shall 
be perpetual, and that.the idea of any nations bemg natu- 
ral enemies to each other may be ahalislied for the shamor 
“of human Hate iesd 4d bE aver aity Vi atts 
. With regard to those sti may. ne potencies ce Sieg 
your government, whatever personal preferences. may. 
conceive in my, own mind, it cannot become me to express 
them. . L only wish for wise and honest.men.. ;With-such, 
‘@ \peace: may. be speedily concluded.,. With contentious. 
wranglers. the sohigesiaie may. be agi into. dengthy and 
finally frustrated. . ee ht alesink 
IT am leaabil ree seein, the iio ee parliamentary 
speeches, and m jyour public papers, that im mentioning 
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America the word reconciliation is ‘often used, It: cer= 
tainly ineans more than a mere peace. It is'a sweet ex- 
pression. Revolve in your mind, my’ dear friend, the 
means of bringing about this reconciliation. When you. 
consider the ‘injustice’ of your war with us, andthe bar- 
barous manner in which it has been carried on, the many. 
suffering families among 'us from your burning of towns, | 
scalping by savages, &c. &e. will it not appear to ‘you, 
that though a cessation of the war may be a peace, it may 
not be a reconciliation? Will not some voluntary acts of 
justice and even of kindness on your part have excellent 
effects towards producing sucha reconciliation? Can you 
not'find means of repairing in some degree those injuries ? 
You have in England and Ireland twelve hundred of our 
people prisoners, who have for years bravely suffered all 
the hardships of that confinement rather than enter into 
your service to fight against their country. Methinks you - 
ought to glory in descendants of such virtue. What if you 
were to begin your'measures of reconciliation by ‘setting 
them at liberty? I know’ it would procure for you the 
liberty of an equal number of your people, even without 
a previous stipulation; and’the confidence ‘in our equity, 
with the apparent good will in the action, would give very 
good impressions of your change of disposition towards 
us. Perhaps you have no knowledge of the opinions lately 
conceived of your king and country in America; the en- 
closed copy ofa letter will make you a little acquainted 
with them, and convince you how impossible must be 
every project of bringing us again’ under the dominion of 
such a sovereign. With great esteem, 1 am, dear Sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 

| B. FRANKLIN. 
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~/Toi tam Hon. Ro bal » Livineston pEsgu A 
«ms jegwe 2 ei tf) ssa 9 teil 
i Sin, ng winie * Passy, April’8, i762. 


ads- hasta’ wah ye Bika wey ar “avi ) 
nov nad Wy! on Since, my, last, an, extraor rdinary revolution 


baactaken. place, n..$he,.gopnt of England... All the old 
pinisters are out, and. the, chiefs. of. the, Oppgsition ; aren 
thei places, The newspapers. that, I, send, will give. you 

the names. worse ty As we \yet, know. them, . oe 
advices , mention, n_ their, kissing. hands ; aes but they., had a 
done. nothing in ¢ heir respective offices, by. which, ot 

might. judge of their projected measures ; as whether | ne ey 
wall ask,a peace, of which they, have, great need, the nation 
havi ing of late, suffered: many. losses, men. grown, cei 
scarce, and. Lord, Nc orth’s new taxes proposed as funds for 
the loan, meeting’ with, _great.opposition ; or whether they 
wull strive to. find new resources, and obtain. allies to.enable 
them to. please the king and. nation. by. some. vigorous 
exertions, against France, Spain, : and, Holland... _ With. re- 
gard.to America, having, while in. Opposition. carried, the 
vote , for making no longer an. offensive war with, us, they 
seem to have tied their. own hands. from, acting against. 1 us. 
Their. predecessors. had been, tampering with this.court, 
for a separate peace. The king’s answer gave me, sand 
will give e you great pleasure. . At will be. sent, to. M. de la 
Luzerne, _ and by him. be. communicated. to. congress. 
None, of. their attempts t to divide us, met, with the. least 
encouragement : : and, I im nagine the, present set will, try 
ees od foo wrod: wey oomomeh ‘bie .onrk diaW 


With great esteem,. L have the honour. to, be, BGs, vuning 
, B, Franxuiy, 


we yeah PEL ET >; J TSN ORES re PbS 
uM Rene? Tema) anti) Fesdy os tome. ineivada Sep Dae Uae y 
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To tue Hon. Rosert R. Livineston, Esq. 


Tigeakabe’? A) Passy, April 12, 1782. 


Being at court on Tuesday, I learnt from 
the Dutch minister, that the new English ministry have 
offered, through the minister of Russia, a cessation of 
arms to Holland, and a renewal of the treaty of 1674. 
M. de Berkenroode seemed to be of opinion that the offer 
was intended to gain time, to obstruct the concert of 
operations with France for the ensuing campaign, and to 
prevent the conclusion of a treaty with America: it is 
apprehended that it may have some effect in strengthening 
the hands of the English party in that country, and retard 
affairs a little, but it is hoped that the proposal will not be | 
finally agreed to. It would indeed render the Dutch 
ridiculous, A. having a cane in his hand meets his neigh- 
hour B. who happens to have none, takes the advantage, 
and gives him a sound drubbing :. B. having found a stick, 
and coming to return the blows he received; A. says, my 
old friend, why should we quarrel? We are neighbours, 
Jet us be good ones, and live peaceably by each other as 
we used to do. If B. is so easily satisfied, and lays aside 

his stick, the rest of the neighbours as well as A. will 
3 laugh at him. This is the light in which I stated it. 
Enclosed I send you a copy of the proposition. 

"'T see by the riewspapers that the Spaniards having taken 
wii post called St. Joseph, pretend to have made a. 
conquest of the Hinois country. In what light does this 
proceeding appear to congress? While they decline ‘our 
offered friendship, are they to be suffered to encroach on 
our bounds, and shut us up within the Apalachian moun- 
tains? I begin to fear they have some such project. 
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With great esteem, I haye the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient and most humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE Hon. Henry Laurens, Eso. 


Sir, ide oe ‘ Passy, April 12, 1782. 
en ] should sooner have paid my respects to 
you by letter, if I had not till lately expected you here, as 

I understood it to be your intention. Your enlargement 
gave me great pleasure ; and I hope that the terms exacted 
by the late ministry, will now be relaxed ; especially when 
they are informed that you are one of the commissioners 
appointed to treat of peace. Herewith I send you a copy 
of the. commission ; ; the, purport of which you. can com- 
municate to the ministers, if you find it proper... If. they 
are disposed to make peace with us and our. allies at the 
same time, I will on notice from you send to Mr. Jay, to. 
prepare for meeting at such time and place.as shall be 
agreed on. As to our treating separately and quitting our 
present alliance, which the late ministry seemed to desire, 
it is impossible, Our treaties, and our. instructions, as 
well as the honour and interest of our country forbid it. 
I will communicate those instructions to you as soon as I 
have the pleasure of seeing you. If you have occasion 
for money, please to acquaint me with the sum you desire, 
and T will endeavour to supply you. With very great 
esteem and respect, I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

By FRANKLIN. 
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COMMISSION to Messrs. Adams, Franklin, Jay, Lawtens, and 
Jefferson. 


The Unirep Srates of America in Conoress 
assembled; To all to whom these presents 
shall come, send greeting. 


Whereas these United States from a sincere desire of putting an 
end to the hostilities between his most Christian Majesty and 
these United States on the one part, and his Britannic Majesty on 
the other, and of terminating the same by a peace founded on 
such solid and equitable principles as reasonably to promise a 
| permanency of the blessings of tranquillity, did heretofore appoint 
the Hon. John Adams, late a commissioner of the United States 
of America at the Court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress 
from the state of Massachusetts, and chief justice of the said 
state, their minister plenipotentiary, with full powers, general and 
special, to act in that quality, to confer, treat, agree and conclude 
with the ambassadors or plenipotentiaries of his most Christian 
Majesty, and of his Britannic Majesty, and those of any other 
princes or states whom it might concern, relating to the re- 
“establishment of peace and friendship. And whereas, the flames 
of war have since that time been extended, and other nations ‘and 
states are involved therein: Now know ye, that we still: continu- 
ing earnestly desirous as far as depends upon us, to put a stop to 
the effusion of blood, and to convince the powers of Europe that 
we wish for nothing more ardently ‘than te terminate the war by 
a safe and honorable peace, have’ thought proper. to renew the 
” powers formerly given to the said John Adams, and to join four 
“other persons in commission with him, and having full confidence 
“in the integrity, prudence, “and ability of the Hon. Benjamin 
Franklin, our minister plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles ; 
and the Hon. John Jay, late president of Congress, and chief j jus- 
tice of.the state of New-York, and our minister plenipotentiary 
at the Court of Madrid; and the Hon. Henry Laurens, formerly 
president of Congress, and commissionated and sent as our agent | 
to the United Provinces of the Low Countries; and the Hon. 
Thomas Jefferson, governor of. the commonwealth of Virginia ; 
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have nominated, constituted, and appointed the said Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, and Thomas Jefferson, in 
addition to the said John Adams, giving and granting to them the 
said John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, 
and Thomas Jefferson, or the majority of them, or of such of them 
assmay assemble, or in case of the death, absence, indisposition, 
er other impediment of the others, to any one of them, full power 

and authority, general and special commission to repair to such 
place as may be fixed upon for opening the negociations for peace, 
and there for us, and in our name, to confer, treat, agree, and 
' conclude, with the ambassadors, commissioners, and plenipoten- 

tiaries of the princes and states whom it may concern, vested with 
equal powers, relating to the establishment of peace; and what- 
soever shall be agreed and concluded for us and in our name, to 
sign, and thereupon make a treaty or treaties, and to transact 
every thing that may be necessary, for completing, securing, and 
strengthening the great work of pacification, in as ample form 
and with the same effect as if we were personally present and 
acted therein ; hereby promising in good faith, that we will accept, 
ratify, fulfil and execute, whatever shall be agreed, concluded, and 
signed .by our said ministers plenipotentiary, or a majority of 
them, or of such of them as may assemble, or in case of the death, 
absence, indisposition, or other impediment of the others, by any 
one of them; and that we will never act, nor suffer any person 
to act contrary to the same, in whole or in any part. In witness 
whereof we have caused these presents to be signed by our i presi« 
dent, and sealed with his seal. 


Done at Philadelphia the fifteenth day of June, 
wD in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
mtu hundred and eighty-one, and in the fifth, 

. year of our independence, by. the United 
States in Congress assembled. 


(Signed,) : SaMvEL Huntrxeton, 


(L. $.) . President. 
Attest. (Signed,) Cuartes Tuomsoy,. 


Secretary. 
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Communication from the Court of France to Dr. FRAN? k- 
LIN , on the overtures for a separate dk reaty. 


oF 


A Versailles, le 12 Avril, 1782. 


! J’ai mis sous les yeux de M. le Comte de 
Vergennes, Monsieur, les differentes lettres que M. Hart- 
ley vous a écrites ainsi que votre projet de réponse; ce 
ininistere a donné une enitiere approbation 4 la maniere 
dont vous vous exprimez, Je joins ici un post-scriptum 
concernant M, Forth; M. le Comte de Vergennes, qui 
en a pris lecture, trouve que vous pouvez sans inconve- 
nient le transmettre 4 votre correspondant. ' 

J’ai Vhonneur d’étre avec un trés sincere attachement, 
Monsieur, votre. trés humble et trés obeissant serviteur, ; 


rd 


(signé) De Ravneval 


P.S. Depuis ma lettre écrite, Mosul jai pesé de 
nouveau les differentes ouvertures qu’elle renferme. Se- 
lon vous V’ancien ministere Anglois désiroit sincerement 
une réconciliation avec nous, et il nous proposoit dans 
cette vue une paix separée. Tandis que vous me trans- 
mettiez ce voeu du Lord North, cet ex-ministre avoit ici 
un émissaire chargé de sonder le ministere Frangois sur 
ses dispositions pacifiques, et de lui faire des propositions 
fort avantageuses. Vous pouvez juger par-la, Monsieur, 
de Vopinion que je dois avoir des’ intentions du Lord 
North et de ses collégues. Pour vous convaincre de la 
verité de la ‘notion que je vous transmets, je vous confierat 
que 1% émissaire étoit un M. Forth, et qu’on I’a chargé ici 
de répondre aux ministres Anglois, que le Roi de France 
désiroit la paix autant que le Roi d’Angleterre; qu'il s’y 
préteroit.dés qu'il le pourroit avec dignité et sureté ; mais 
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quil importoit avant tout 4S. M. 1. C. de savoir si la 
cour de Londres étoit disposée 4 traiter également avec 
les Alliés de la France. M. Forth est parti avec cette 
réponse pour Londres; mais il y a apparence qu il ne sera 
arrivé qu’aprés la rétraite des ministres qui Pavoient en- 
voyé. Vous pourrez, Monsieur, sans aucun inconvenient 
faire usage de ces details, si vous le jugez a propos: ils 
feront connoitre au ministere actuel les principes de la 
cour de France, et ils le convaincront, j’espére, que le 
projet de nous desunir seroit aussi illusoire qu’il nous 
seroit injurieux. Quant au problame remis a M. Forth, 
je ne saurois prevoir (si les nouveaux ministres en sont 
instruits) de quelle maniére ils croiront devoir le resoudre ; 
s’ils aiment la paix, comme ils ont persuadé a la nation 
Angloise et 4 toute Europe, ils ne doivent pas étre em- 
barrassés : la France leur a ouvert une voie qu’ils peuvent, 
selon moi, suivre sans blesser la dignité de leur maitre ; 
s’ils ne la suivent pas, ils se flattent sans doute que le sort 
des armes procurera 4 l’Angleterre des succés qu’il leur a 
refusé jusqu’d présent ; ce sera a la Providence a cou- 
ronner ou a frustrer leurs espérances. 


To Davin Harttey, Eso. M. P. 
Dear Siz, sassy, April 18, 1782. 


Since mine of the 5th I have thought far- 
ther of the subject of our late letters. You were of 
opinion, that the late minister desired sincere/y a recon- 
ciliation with America, and with that view a. separate 
peace with us’ was proposed. It happened that at the 
same time Lord North had an emissary here to sound the 
French ministers with regard to peace, and to make them 
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very advantageous propositions in case they would aban- 
don America, You may hence judge, my dear friend, 
what opinion I must have formed of the intentions 
of your ministers. To convince you of the truth of this, 
I may acquaint you that the emissary was a Mr. Forth ; 
and that the answer given him to carry back to the English 
ministers was, gue le roi de France désiroit la puix autant 
que le roi d’ Angleterre ;. qwil s’'y préteroit des qwil le 
pourroit avec dignité et sureté ; mats qu’tl importoit avant 
tout dS. M. T. C. de savoir si la cour de Londres étoit 
disposée a traiter également avec les allits de la France. 
Mr. Forth went off with this answer for London, but 
probably did not arrive till after the dismission of ‘the 
ministers that sent him. You may make any use of this 
information as you judge proper. The new ministry may 
see by it the principles that govern this court; -and it will 
convince them, I hope, that the project of dividing us is 
as’ vain as it would be to us injurious. I cannot judge 
what they will think or do in consequence of the answer 
sent by Mr. Forth (if they have seen it.) If they love 
peace, as they have persuaded the English nation and:all 
Europe to believe, they can be under no difficulty. France 
has opened a path which in my opinion they may use, 
without hurting the dignity of their master, or the honour | 
of the nation. If they do not choose it, they doubtless 
flatter themselves that war may still produce successes in 
favour of England that have hitherto been withheld., ‘The 
crowning or frustrating such hopes belongs to Divine 
Providence : may God send us all more wisdom! ‘I am 
ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 
| B. FRANKLYN. 
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To wis ExcELLENCY Joun Apams, Eso. 
Sen; . Passy, April \: 13, 1782. 


ty ey with this I send to your Excel- 

lency the packet of ’ correspondence, between Mr, Hartley 
and me, which 1 promised _ in my last. You will see that 
we held nearly the same_ language, which, gives me 
pleasure. | 

While Mr. Hartley was making propositions t to. me, 
with the approbation or privity of Lord North to treat 
separately from France, that minister had an emissary 
here, a Mr. Forth, formerly.a secretary of Lord Stormont’s, — 
making proposals to induce this court to treat without us, 
I understand that several sacrifices were. offered to be 
made, and among the rest, Canada to be given.up to 
France, ‘The substance of the answer appears in my last 
letter to Mr. Hartley. But there is a sentence omitted 
in that letter which I much liked, viz, “ that whenever 
the two crowns should come to treat, his. Most Christian 
Majesty would show how much the engagements he might 
enter into, were to be relied on, by his exact observance 
of those he already had with his present allies.” 

if you have received any thing in. consequence of your 
answer by Digg ges, you will oblige me by communicating 
it. The ministers here were much pleased with, the .ac- 
count given them of your interview by the ambassador. . 

With great respect, I am, Sir, your Excellency’s, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN.) | 
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From Davip. HARTLEY, Esq. M. P. ro ‘a iak 
FRANKLIN. 


My Dear FRrienp, London, May 1, 1782. 


| I have received a packet from you con- 
taining several letters of various dates. As I shall pro- 
bably have a safe opportunity of conveyance to you when 
Mr. Laurens leaves this country, I am now sitting down 
to write to you an omnium kind of letter of various matters 
as they occur. The late ministry being departed, I may now 
speak of things more freely. I will take a sentence in one 
of your letters for my text. Vide yours of April 13, 1782, in 
which you say: you was of opinion that the late ministry 
desired SINCERELY a reconciliation with America, and 
with that view a separate peace with us was proposed. 
I must qualify this sentence’ much, before I can adopt it 
as my opinion. As to reconciliation, I never gave much 
credit to them for that wish. Jt is a sweet expression. 
It certainly means MORE than peace. The utmost I 
ever gave the late ministry credit for, was a wish for peace. 
And [ still believe that the wisest among them grew from 
day to day more disposed to peace or an abatement of the 
war, in proportion as they became more alarmed for their 
‘own situations and their responsibility. Had the war 
' been more successful, I should not have expected much 
relenting towards peace or reconciliation. ‘That this has 
always been the measure of my opinion of them, I refer 
you to'some words in a letter from me to you, dated 
January 5, 1780, for proof— but for the point of sin- 
cerity ; why as to that I have not much to say; I have at 
least. expected some hold upon their prudence. My argu- 
ment runs thus: [tis a bargain for you (ministers) to be 
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sincere now. Common prudence may hint to you to look 

to yourselves. It has amazed me beyond measure, that 

this principle of common selfish prudence has not had the 
effect which I expected.” I have’not been disposed to 
be deceived by any conciliatory professions which I con- 
sidered only as arising from prudence, and [| hope that I 
have not led you into dny deception, having so fully ex- 
plamed myself to you on that‘ head. Had the American 
war been more prosperous’ on the part of the late ministry, 
I do not believe the late resignation would have taken 
place. But itis evident from the proposition to the 
court of France which you have communicated to me, 
(and which I have communicated to the present ministry 
with your letter) that even to the last hour, some part of 
the late ministry were still set upon the American war to 
the ‘last extremity ; and probably another more prudent 
part of the ministry would proceed no farther ; which, if 
it be so, may reasonably be imputed as the cause of the 
dissolution of the late ministry. These have been the 
arguments which L have always driven and insisted upon 
with the greatest expectation of success, viz. prudential 
arguments from the total impracticability of the war; 
responsibility, &c. Ihave been astonished beyond mea- 
sure, that these arguments have not sooner had their effect. 
If I could give you an idea of many conferences which I 
have had upon the subject, [ should tell you, that many 
times Felix has trembled. When reduced by the terror 
of responsibility either to renounce the American war, or 
to relinquish their places, they have chosen the latter ; 
which is a most wretched and contemptible retribution 
either to their country or to mankind, for the desolation 
in which they have involved every nation that they have 


4Q4 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Ul. 


ever been’connected with. Peace they would not leave 
behind them. Their legacy to their country, and to. man- 
kind has been ; Jet darkness be the burier of the dead! 

» As to the proposal of a separate peace arising from a 
desire of reconciliation, it certainly was so on the part of | 
the people of England, but on the part of the late ministry, 
it probably arose from the hopes'of suggesting to France 
ideas of some infidelity on the part of America towards 
them. If you should askme, why I have seemed to con- 
spire with this, my answer is very plain. In the first - 
place, if I could have prevailed with the late ministry to 
have actually made an irrevocable offer, on their own parts, 
of a separate peace to America, that very offer would in 
the’ ‘same instant have become on their part also a consent 
to a general peace ; because they never had’any wish to a 
separate contest with France, and America being out of 
the question, they would have thought of nothing after 
that but'a general peace. I never could bring them even 
to this. They wished that America should make the offer 
of a separate treaty (for obvious views). My proposal 
was, that they should offer irrevocable terms of peace to 
America. If they had meant what they pretended, and 
what the people of England did really desire, they would 
have adopted that proposition. ‘Then the question would 
have come forward upon the fair and honourable construc- 
tion of a treaty between France and America, the essential 
and direct end of which was fully accomplished. . When [ 
‘speak of Great Britain offering irrevocable terms of peace 
to America, [ mean such terms as would have effectually 
satisfied the provision of the treaty, viz. ‘tacit mdependence. 
I send ae a paper intitled a Breviate,’ which I. om? be- 


. * Vide the same following this lever” 


Fie 
al 
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fore the late ministry, and their not having acted upon it, 

wasa proof to me that the disposition of their heart.to 
America was not altered, but that all their relenting arose. 
from the impracticability of that war, and ‘their want of 
success in it. But desponding as they were at last, it was 
not inconsistent with my expectations of) their conduct, 
that they should make great offers to France to abandon 
America. It was the only weapon left in \their, hands. 
In course of negociating with the late ministry 1) perceived 
their courage drooping from time to time, for the last 
threeor four years, and it, was upon that ground I gave 
them credit for an increasing disposition towards peace. 
Some dropped off ; others sunk under the load..of. folly ; 
and at last they all failed. My. argument,ad homines to 
the late ministry, might be stated thus. If you don’t kill 
them, they will kill you. But the war is impracticable on 
your part; ergo, the best thing you can do for your own 
sakeis to make peace. This was reasoning to men, and 
through men to things. But there is no measure of rage 
in pride and disappointment, , | 


— Spicula ceca relinquunt , 
— Infiza venis, animasque in culnere ponunt. 


So much-for the argument of the Breviaté as far as it:re- 
spected the late ministry. ;It was a test which proved 
that they were not sincere to their professions... If they 
had been in earnest to have given the.war a turn towards 
the house of Bourbon, and.to have dropped the American 
-war,-a plain road lay. before them. The sentiment of the 
people of England was conformable to the argument: of 
that breviate;or rather I should say what is the-real truth, 
’ that the argument of the breviate was dictated by the no- 


eo 
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toriety of that sentiment: in the | people of England. My 
object and wish always has been to strike at the root of 
the evil, the American: war. If the British nation have 
jealousies and resentments against the house of Bourbon, 
yet still the first step in every case would be to rescind 
the American war, and not to keep it Jurking im the rear, 
to become hereafter, in. case of certain events, a revers 
sionary) war with America for unconditional terms. 
This reversionary war was never the object of the people 
of England : therefore the argument of the breviate was 
calculated bona fide to accomplish their views, and. to dis- 
criminate the fallacious pretences of the late admiistra- 
tion from the real. wishes of «the country,.as express- 
ed in the circular resolution of many counties in the 
year 1780, first moved at» York ‘on, March: 28, /1780. 
Every other principle and every .mode. of .conduct,only 
imply, as you very justly express it, a secret hope that: war 
may still produce ‘successes, and then—.. The’ designs 
which have been lurking under this. pretext:could not mean 
any thing else than this. Who knows but. that: we may 
still talk to America at last. The only test of clear inten- 
tions would have been this, to have cut up the American 
war and all possible return to it for any cause, or under 
any pretext. I am ‘confident ‘that the sentimentvof the 
people of England is and:always has been to procure peace 
and reconciliation with America, and to. vindicate the na- 
tional honour.in the contest with the house:of: Bourbon. 
If this intention had been.pursued in a simple and direct 
manner, 1 am confident that the honour and safety’of the 
British nation would long ago have been established in a 
general peace with all the belligerent powers.’ These are 
the sentiments to which I have always acted in ‘those ne- 


PART Ill, OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 127 


gociations which I have had upon the subject of peace 
with the late ministry. Reconciliation with America and 
peace with all the world upon terms consistent with the 
honour and safety of my own country. 

- Peace must be sought in such ways as promise the 
greatest degree of practicability. The sentiments of indi- 
viduals as philanthropists may be overborne by the power 
of ancient prejudices which too frequently prevail in the 
aggregates of nations. In such case the philanthropist 
who wishes the good of his own country, and of mankind, 
must be the bull-rush bending to the storm, and not the 
sturdy oak unavailingly resistmg. » National prejudices 
are, I hope, generally upon the decline. Reason and hu- 
manity gain ground every day against their natural ene+ 
mies, folly and injustice. The ideas of nations being 
natural enemies ‘to each other are generally reprobated, 
But still jealoustes and: ancient rivalships remain, which 
obstruct the road to peace among men. If one bellige- 
rent nation will'entertain a standing force of three or four 
hundred thousand fighting men, other nations must have 
defended frontiers and barrier towns, and the barrier of a 
neighbouring island whose constitution does not allow a 
‘standing military force, must consist in a superiority at sea. 
It is necessary for her own defence. If all nations by 
‘mutual consent will reduce their offensive. powers, which 
‘they only claim under the pretext of necessary defence, 
-and bring forward the’ reign of the Millenium; then away 
‘with your frontiers and ‘barriers, and your Gibraltars, 
and the oe of the SaOnieyin aus all the hostile array on na- 
TONS .O8) Honaieds 

i » Aspera, AO i oda secula bellis | 
‘These: must be: the sentiments: of every philanthropist i im 
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his interior thoughts. But if we are not to seek peace by 
some practicable method accommodated to the remaining 
prejudices of the multitude, we shall not in our time, I 
fear, see that happy day. If Great Britain and France 
are ancient rivals; then, until the reign of the Millenium 
shall approach, arrange that rivalship upon equitable terms; 
as the two leading nations of Europe, set them in balance 
to each other ; the one by land, the other by sea. Give to 
‘France her elevated rank among the nations of Europe: 
Give to Great Britam the honour of her flag,and the secu- 
rity of her island by her wooden walls, and there would be 
no obstruction to general and perpetual peace.. The pre« 
judices: of disrespect between nations prevail only among 
the inferior ranks. Believe me, for one at: least, I have 
the highest sentiments of respect for the nation of France. 
I have no other sentiments of hostility but what are ho- 
nourable towards them, and which as a member of a rival 
state at war with them, consists in the duty of vigilance 
which [ owe towards the honour and interests of my own 
country. I am not conscious of a word or a thought 
which on the point of honour 1 would wish to have con- 
cealed from a French minister. In the mode which 
{ have proposed of unravelling the present subjects of jea- 
lousy and contest, I would make my proposals openly to 
France herself. Let America be free, and enjoy happi- 
ness and peace for ever. If France and Great Briiain 
have jealousies or rivalships between themselves as Euro- 
pean nations, I then say to France; let us settle these 
points between ourselves ; if unfortunately we shall not be 
able by honourable negociation to compromise the indis- 
pensable points of national honour and safety. This 
would be my language to’ France, open and undisguised. 
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In the mean while I desire you to observe that it would 
not be with, reluctance that I should offer eternal freedom, 
happiness. and peace to America. You know my thoughts 
too. well to suspect that. I speak only as ina state of 
war desirous to arrange the complicated interests and to 
secure the respective honour of nations, My wishes are 
and always. have been for. the peace, liberty and safety of 
mankind, In the pursuit of those blessed objects not 
only this. country and America, but France herself and the 
house of Bourbon, may justly claim the conspiring exer- 
tions | of every | free and liberal. mind, even among their 
temporary enemies and rivals. I am, &c. : 
~~ -D. Har RTLEY. 


nctosed in the - | Letter of D. ia deanvatys ‘Eso. of 
’ May 1, 1782,) © di 


Breviate, Feb. 7; 1782. 


Iti is stated that ‘America is disposed to en- 
ter into ; a negociation of peace with Great Britain with- 
out requiring any formal recognition of Independence ; : 
always understood that they are to act in conjunction ' with 
their allies, conformable to treaties. . : 

Tei is therefore recommended to give for reply that the 
ministers of Great Britain are likewise disposed to enter 
into a negociation for peace, and that they are ‘ready to 
open argeneral treaty for that purpose. _ 

If the British ministers should see any objection to a ge- 
neral treaty, but should ‘still be. disposed to enter into a 
se -parate treaty with America ,It 18 then r recom mended to them 
toc offer such terms to America. as shall induce her to apply 
to. her allies for their consent that she should be permitted 
to enter into a separate treaty. with Great Britain. The 


VoL. “ahh iis 
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condition of which being the consent of allies, no propo- 
sition of any breach of faith can be understood to be re- 
quired by them by the requisition of a separate treaty. 
The British ministers are free to make any propositions 
to America which they may think proper, provided they be 
not dishonourable in themselves, which in the present case 
is barred by the supposition of consent being obtained. 
In this case therefore if they should be inclined to offer a 
separate treaty it is recommended to them to offer such 
terms to America, as should: induce her to be desirous of 
closing with the proposal of a separate treaty on. the 
grounds of national security and interests, and likewise 
such as may constitute to them a case of reason and justice 
upon which they may make requisition to their allies for 
their consent. It is suggested that the offer to America 
of a truce of sufficient length, together with the removal of 
_ the British troops, would be equivalent to that case which 
is provided for in the treaty of February 6, 1778, between 
America and France, viz. tacit independence ; and the de- 
clared. ends of that alliance being accomplished it would 
not be reasonable that America should be dragged on by 
their allies in a war, the continuance of which between 
France and Great Britain could only be caused by sepa- 
rate European jealousies and resentments (if unfortunately 
for the public peace any such should arise) between them- 
selves, independent and unconnected with the American 
cause. It is to be presumed that France would not in 
point of honour to their allies refuse their consent so re~ 
quested, as any rivalship or punctilios between her and 
Great Britain, as European nations (principles which too 
frequently disturb the peace of mankind), could not be 
considered as casus faederis of the American alliance ; and 
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their pride as a belligerent power would not permit them 
to claim the assistance of America as necessary to their 
support, thereby proclaiming their nation unequal to the 
contest in case of the continuance of a war with Great 
Britain after the settlement and pacification with America. 
Their consent therefore is to be presumed. But if they 
should demur on this point, if Great Britain should be dis- 
posed to concede tacit independence to America by a long 
truce and the removal of the troops, and if the obstruction 
should evidently occur on the part of France, under any 
equivocal or captious construction of a defensive treaty of 
alliance between America and France, Great Britain would 
from thenceforward stand upon advantage ground, either 
in any negociation with America, or in the continuance of 
a war including America, but not arising from any farther 
resentments of Great Britain towards America, but im+ 
posed reluctantly upon both SCAN by the conduct of the 
Court of France. | lies 
These thoughts are not sili with any view of giv- 
ing any preference in favour of a separate treaty above a 
general treaty, or above any plans of separate but-con- 
comitant treaties, like the treaties of Munster and Osna- 
burgh, but only to draw out the line of negociating a sepa- 
rate treaty in case the British ministry should think it ne- 
cessary to-adhere to that mode. But in all cases it should 
seem indispensable to express some disposition on the part 
of Great Britain to adopt ‘either one mode or the other. 
An absolute refusal to treat at all must necessarily drive 
America into the closest connexion with France and all 
other foreign hostile powers, who would take that advan- 
tage for making every possible stipulation to the future 
disadvantage-of British mterests, and above all things would 
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probably stipulate that America sould never make peace 
with Great Bri itain without the most formal and explicit 
recognition of their Independence, absolute and unlimited, 


Private JouRNAL OF PROCEEDINGS, as kept by 
Dr. Frawxuin, relative to the Negociations for 
Peace between Great Britain and the United States 
of America, in the period between the 21st March 
aud Ist July 1782. 


Passy, May 9, 1782, 
| As since the change of ministry in England, 
some serious professions have been made of their disposi- 
tion to peace, and of their readiness to enter into a general 
treaty for that purpose ; and as the concerns and claims of 
five nations are to be discussed in that treaty, which must 
therefore be interesting to the present age and to posterity, 
I am inclined to keep a journal of the proceedings as far 
as they come to my knowledge, and to make it more com- 
plete will first endeavour to recollect what has already 
past. bie 3 
Great affairs sometimes take their rise from small cir- 
cumstances. My good friend and neighbour Madame 
Brillon being at. Nice all last winter for her health, with 
her very. amiable family, wrote to me that she had met 
with some English gentry there whose acquaintance proved 
agreeable ; among them she named Lord Cholmondeley, 
who. she said had promised to call in his return to Eng- 
land, 4nd.drink tea with us at Passy. He left Nice sooner 
than she. supposed, , and came to. Paris long before her. 

On the @1st of March I received the following note. — 
_ © Lord Cholarondeley’s compliments to Dr. Franklin, 
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he sets out for London to-morrow evening, and should be 
glad to see him for five minutes before he went. Lord 
—C. will call upon him at any time in the pongo bs he shall 
please to appoint. 

‘Thursday bags Hotel te Chartres,” 


at wrote for answer that I Aduid be at eh. all the next 
morning, and glad to see his Lordship, if he did me the 
honor of calling upon me. He came accordingly. I had 
before no personal knowledge of this nobleman. -We 
talked of our friends whom he left at N ice, then of affairs 
in ‘England, and the late resolutions of the Commons 
on Mr. Conway’ s motion. He told me that he knew 
Lord Shelburne had a great regard for me, and he was 
sure his Lordship would be pleased to hear from me, and 
that if L would write a line he should have a pleasure i in 
parryi it. On which I wrote the following. 


To Lorp SHELaurne, bLiaen ya 
Passy, March 22, 1782. 

Lord Cholmondeley having kindly offered to 
take a letter from me to your Lordship, I embrace the 
opportunity of assuring the continuance of my ancient 
respect for your talents and virtues, and of congratulating 
‘you on the returning good disposition of your country in 
favour of America, which appears in the late resolutions 
of the Commons. I am persuaded it will have good 
effects. I hope it will tend to produce’a g general peace, 
which I am sure your Lordship with all good men desires, 
_ which I wish to see before I die, and to which I shall with 
infinite pleasure contribute every thing in my power, 
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Your friends the Abbé Morellet, and Madame Helvetius 
are well, With great and sincere esteem, I have the 
honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient 
and most humble servant, ~&B. FRANKLIN. | 


Soon after this we heard from England that a total 
change had taken place in the ministry, and that Lord 
Shelburne was come in as Secretary of State. But I 
thought no more of my letter till an old friend and near 
neighbour of mine, many years in London,’ appeared at 
Passy, and introduced a Mr. Oswald, who he said had a 
great desire to see me; and Mr, Oswald after some little 
conversation gave me the following letters from Lord 
Shelburne, and Mr. Laurens, 


2 Dear SiR, London, April 6, 1782. 

I have been fayoured with your letter, and 
‘am much obliged by your remembrance. I find myself 
returned nearly to the same situation, which you remember 
me to have occupied nineteen years ago, and should be 
very glad to talk to you as I did then, and afterwards in 
1767, upon the means of promoting ‘the happmess of 
“ mankind; a subject much more agreeable to my nature, 
than the best concerted plans for spreading misery and de- 
~-yastation. I have had a high opinion of the compass of your 
mind, and of your foresight. I have often been beholden to 
both, and shall be glad to be so again, so far as 1s compa- 
-‘tible with your situation. Your letter discovering the same 
' disposition has made me send to: you Mr. Oswald. I have 
had a longer acquaintance with him, than even have had the 
pleasure to have with you. I believe him an honest man, 


artes a 


* Caleb Whiteford, Esq. 
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and oftge consulting some of our common friends, I have 
thought him the fittest for the purpose. Heisa practical 
man, and conversant in ‘those negociations, which are most 
interesting to mankind. This has made me. prefer.him to 
any of our speculative friends, or to any person of higher 
rank. He. is fully apprized of my mind, and you may 
- give full credit to every thing he assures you of. At the 
same time if any other channel occurs to you, I am ready 
to embrace it. I wish to retain the. same simplicity and 
good faith, which subsisted between us in transactions of 
less importance. 1 have the honour to be, with great and — 
sincere esteem, dear Sir, your faithful and most obedient 
servant, SHELBURNE. 


From Henry Laurens, Esg. to Dr. Franxtiin. 


Dear Sir, ial London, April 7, 1782. 

Richard Oswald, Esq. who. will do me 
the honour of delivering this, isa gentleman of the strict- 
est candor and integrity. I dare give such assurance from 
an experience little short of thirty years;.and to add, you 
will be perfectly safe in conversing freely with him on the 
business which he will introduce ; a business in which Mr. 
Oswald has disinterestedly engaged from motives of bene- 
volence; and from the choice of the man a persuasion 
follows that the electors mean to be im earnest, Some 
people in this. country, who have too long indulged them- 
selves in abusing every thing American, have been pleased 
to circulate an opinion that Dr. Franklin is a very cunning 
man; in answer. to which I have remarked to Mr. Oswald, 
4 Dr. Franklin knows very well how to manage a cunning 
man, but when: the doctor converses or treats with a man 
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of candor, there is no man more’ candid'than himself” 1 
‘do not know whether you will ultimately agree ‘im political » 
‘sketches, but [ am sure, as serra sia iat 900 ve 
wi pleased with each other.© = i) ete 
Should you, Sir, think it asp iibtienanan ded me 
astern and advice on our affairs, the more ample 
the*more acceptable, and probably the more ‘serviceable. 
Mr. Oswald will take charge of your dispatches, )/and 
afford a'secure means of conveyance ;' to this gentleman I 
tefer you for general information of a journey which slam 
immediately to make partly in his company 3'at Ostend to 
file off for the Hague. I feel a willingness, infirm as I 
ain, to attempt doing as much good as can be expected 
from such a prisoner on parole. As General Burgoyne. 
is certalnly exchanged, (a circumstance by the. bye which 
possibly might have embarrassed us nad your late propo- 
sition beet accepted,) may I presume at my return to offer 
another Lieutenant General ‘now in England a prisoner 
up6n parole, in exchange; or, what shall I offerin’ Eng- 
and for myself, a thing in my own estimation of no great 
value? ~ I have the honour to be, with great respect, and 
permit me to add, great reverence, _ your: — fel- 
sa labourer and obedient servant, ayia 
pees gee UO EY tite Lavness.: 
* Tentered into conversation with Mr. Oswald. He'was — 
‘represented in the letter as fully apprized of Lord Shel- 
burne’s ‘mind, and Iwas desirous of knowing it. AH I 
could eam was, that the new ministry sincerely wished for 
peace ; that thay considered the object of the sar to 
France and America as‘obtained. That if the Indepen- 
dence of the United States was agreed to, there was no 
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other point im dispute, and therefore nothing left to hinder 
a:pacification. That they were ready. to treat. of peace, 
but intimated that if France should: insist upon terms toe 
humiliating to England, they could:still continue the war, 
having yet great strength and many resources left. . [let 
him know that America would not treat but in concert 
with France, and that my colleagues not being here, I 
could do nothing of importance in the affair; but that if 
he pleased I would present him to M. de Vergennes, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, He consenting, I 
wrote and sent the following letter. Hite ad! charts 


* MiB o. M. tz Comru pe VERGENNESy ©) 
Mi inister fer Foreign Affairs, Se. Vi ersailles. , 
SIR, » Passy, April 15, 1782. 


: _An English nobleman, Lord Cholmondeley, : 
lately returuing, from. Italy called, upon me, here, at the 
time when we received the news of the first resolutions of 
the House of Commons relating to America. . In conver- 
sation he said, that, he knew his friend Lord Shelburne 
had a great regard for me, that it would be pleasing to 
him to hear of my welfare, and to receive a line from me, 
of which he, ‘Lord Cholmondeley, should like to be the — 
bearer; adding, that if there should be a change of minis- 
try he believed Lord Shelburne would be employed. I 
ihereapon wrote a few lines.of which I inclose a copy." 
This day [ received an answer which I also inclose,”. to- 
gether with another letter from Mr. Laurens.? They both, 
as your Excellency will see, recommend the bearer Mr. 


7? See Page 183. 55, 7 Pagei34. .  * Page 135. 
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Oswald, asa very honest sensible. man. I have had a 
little conversation with him. He tells me, that, there has 
been a desire of making, a separate’ peace! with America, 
and: of continuing the war with France and Spain, but 
that now all wise people give up that idea as impracticable, 
and it is his private opinion that the ministry do sincerely 
desire a general peace, and that they will readily come 
into it, provided France does not insist upon conditions 
too humiliating for England ; in which case she will make 
great and violent efforts rather than submit to them, and 
that much is still in her power, &c.. I told the gentle- 
man that 1 could not enter into particulars with him, but 
in concert. with the ministers of this Court, and I pro- 
posed introducing him to your Excellency after communi- 
cating to you the letters he had brought me in case you 
should think fit to see him; with which he appeared to be 
pleased. I intend waitmg on you to-morrow, when you 
will please to acquaint me with your intentions and favour 
me with your counsels. He had heard nothing’ of Forth’s 
mission and imagined the old ministry had not acquainted | 
the new with that transaction. Mr. Laurens came over 
with him in the same vessel, and went from Ostend to 
‘Holland. TI have the honor to be, &c. | 

wv ham iis pomcaees: B. PRanwuin. 


‘The next day being at Court with the foreign ministers 
as usual on Tuesdays, | saw M. de Vergennes, who ac- 
‘quainted me that he had caused the letters to be translated, 
had considered the contents, and should like to’ see Mr. 
‘Oswald.’ We agreed that the interview should be on 
“Wednesday at 10 o’clock. vee hs 

Immediately on my return home, I wrote to Mr. Os- 
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wald, acquainting him with what had passed at Versailles, 
and proposing that he should be with me at half-past eight 
the next morning in order to proceed thither. 3 
I received from him the following answer. 
Sir, 

Ihave the Poni of yours by the bearer, 
and shall be sure to wait on you to-morrow at half-past 
eight. I am with much respect, Sir, your most obedient 


humble servant, _ Ricuarp Oswa Lp. 
Paris, 16th April, , | 


He came accordingly, and we arrived at Versailles 
punctually. M. de Vergennes received us with much 
civility. Mr. Oswald not being ready in speaking French, 
M. de Rayneval * interpreted. The conversation continued 
near an hour. Mr. Oswald at first thought of sending an 
express with an account of it, and was offered a passport, 
but finally concluded to go himself ; and I wrote the next 
day to Lord Shelburne the letter following. < j 


My Lorp, . Passy, April 18, 1782. 
Pfr I have received the letter your Lordship 
did me the honor of writing to me the 6th instant. I con- 
gratulate you on your new appointment to the honorable 
and important office you formerly filled so worthily ; an 
office which must be so far pleasing to you as it affords 
you more opportunities of doing good and of serving your 
country essentially in its great concerns. I have con- 
versed a good deal with Mr. Oswald, and am much 
pleased with him. He appears to me a wise and honest 
man. I acquainted him, that I was commissioned with 


/ 


-* Under Secretary for foreign affairs. 


) 
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shee to tr eat ‘of and conclude a peace. That full powers 
OO given us for that purpose, and that the Congress 
‘promised i in good faith to ratify, confirm, and cause to be 
faithfully observed, the treaty we should make: but that 
we would not treat separately from France, and I pro- 
posed introducing, him to M. le Comte de Vergennes, to 
whom | communicated your Lordship’s letter containing 
Mr. Oswald’ s character, as a foundation for the interview. 
He will acquaint you that the assurance he gave of. his 
Britannic Majesty’s good dispositions towards peace, was 
well received, and assurances returned of the same dispo- 
sitions in his most Christian Majesty. With regard to 
circumstances relative to a treaty, M. de Vergennes ob- 
served, that the King’s engagements were such as that he 
could not treat without the concurrence of his allies ; that 
the treaty should therefore be for a general not a satel 
‘peace ; that if the parties wére disposed to finish the war 
speedily by themselves, it would perhaps be best to treat 
at Paris, as an ambassador from Spain was already there, 
and the Commissioners from America might easily and 
soon he assembled there. Or if they chose to make use 
of the proposed mediation, they might treat at Vienna : 
but that the King was so truly willing to put a speedy end 
to the war, that he would agree to any place the King of 
England should think proper. I leave the rest of the con- 
versation to be related. to your Lordship by Mr. Oswald, 
and that he might do it more easily and fully than he could 
by letter, I was of opinion with him that it would be best 
to return immediately, and da it vivd voce. Being myself , 
but one of the four persons now in Europe commissioned 
by the Congress to treat of peace, I can make no propo- 
sition of such importance without them; [ can only ex- 
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press my wish, that if Mr. Oswald returns hither, he may 
bring with him the agreement of your court to treat fora 
general peace, and the proposal of place and time, that I 
may immediately write to Messrs. Adams, Laurens, and 
Jay. I suppose that in this case your Lordship will think 
it proper to have Mr. Laurens discharged from the en- 
gagements he entered into when he was admitted to bail. 
I desire no other channel of communication between us 
than Mr. Oswald, which I think your Lordship has chosen 
with much judgment. He will be witness of my acting 
with all the simplicity and good faith which you do me the 
honour to expect from me ; and if he is enabled when he’ 
returns hither to communicate more fully your Lordship’ $ 
mind on the principal points to be settled, I think it may 
contribute much to the blessed work our hearts are ¢a-, 
gaged in. . 
By the act of parliament Bites to American prisoners, 
I see the King is empowered to exchange them. I hope 
those you have in England and Ireland may be sent home 
soon to their country in flags of truce, and exchanged for 
an equal number of your people ; permit me to add that J 
think it would be well if some kindness were mixed in the 
transaction, with regard to their comfortable accommoda- 
tion on ship board; as those poor unfortunate people 
have been long absent from their families and friends, and 
rather hardly treated. With great and sincere respect, | 
have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship’s, &c. &e. 
B. FRANKLIN. 


x 


+ 


To the account contained in this letter of what fatal 
in Wye conversation with the minister, 1 should add his 
frank declaration, that as the foundation of a good and 
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durable peace should be laid in justice, whenever a treaty 
was entered upon, he had several demands to make’ of 
justice from England. Of ‘this, said he, 1 give you pre+ 
vious notice. What those demands were, he did not par- 
ticularly say ; one occurred to me, viz. reparation for the | 
injury done in taking a number of French ships by sur- 
prize before the declaration of the preceding war, contrary 
to the law of nations. Mr. Oswald seemed to wish ob- 
taining some propositions to carry back with him, but M.. 
de Vergennes said to him very properly ; “ there are four 
nations engaged in the war against you, who cannot till 
they have consulted and know each other’s minds, be 
ready to make propositions. Your court being without 
allies and alone, knowing its own mind, can express it 
immediately. It is anaes more natural to expect the. 
first propositions from you.” | ds arity, 

On our return from Versailles, Mr. Oswald took occa- 
sion to impress me with ideas, that the present weakness 
of the government in England with regard to continuing: 
the war, was owing chiefly to the division of sentiments 
about it. That in case France should make demands too 
humiliating for England to submit to, the spirit of the 
nation would be roused, unanimity would prevail, and 
resources would not be wanting. He said there was no 
want of money in the nation; that the chief difficulty lay 
in the finding out new. taxes to raise it; and perhaps that 
difficulty might be avoided by shutting up the Exchequer, 
stopping the payment of the interest of the public funds, 
and applying that money to the support of the war, I 
made no reply to this, for I did not desire to discourage 
their stopping payment, which I considered as cutting the 
throat of their public credit, and a means of adding fresh 
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exasperation against them with the neighbouring nations : 
such menaces were besides an encouragement with me, 
remembering the adage, that they who threaten are afraid. 

The next morning, when I had written the above letter 
to Lord Shelburne, I went with it to Mr. Oswald’s lodg- 
ings, and gave it him to read before I sealed it, that in 
case any thing might be in it with which he was not satis- 
fied, it might be corrected; but he expressed himself 
much pleased. In going to Lie; I had also in view the 
entering into a conversation, which might draw out some+ 
thing of the mind of his court on the subject of Canada 
aud Nova Scotia. 1 had thrown out some loose thoughts 
on paper, which I intended to serve as memorandums for 
my discourse, but without a fixed intention of showing 
_ them to him. On his saying that he was obliged to me 
for the good opinion I had expressed of him to Lord 
Shelburne m my letter, and assuring that he had enter- 
tained the same of me; I observed, that I perceived Lord 
S. placed great confidence in him, and as we had happily | 
the-same in each other, we might possibly by a free com- 
munication of sentiments, and a previous settling of our 
own minds on some of the important points, be the means 
-of great good, by impressing our sentiments on the minds’ 
of those with whom they might have influence, and where 
their being received might be of importance. [ then re- 
marked that his nation seemed to desire a reconciliation 
with America; that I heartily wished the same thing ; 
_that‘a mere peace would not produce half its advantages 
if not attended with a sincere reconciliation ;_ that to ob-. 
tain this the party which had been the aggressors, and had 
cruelly treated the other, should show some marks of con- 
cern for what was past, and some disposition to make re- 
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paration :. that perhaps there were things which _America 
might demand by way of reparation, and which England 


cele 


ight yield, but that the effect would. be vastly. greater if 
they appeared to be voluntary, and. to spring | from, return- 
ing good-will ; that I therefore. wished, England. would 
think of. offering something to is i them who had “suf 
fered by its scalping and burning parties 5. lives, Indeed 
could not be restored nor ‘compensated, but the vi ages 
and houses wantonly destroyed ugh be rebuilt, a 
conversation he had maintained his opinion, ‘that the ‘oye 
up « of that country to the English at the. last peace | had 
, been a politic « act in. “France, for that i It had weakened 1 the 
ties between England and. her colonies, and that he him- : 
self had predicted from it the late revolution ; >I spoke of 
the 0 occasions of future quarrels that ‘might be produced 
by’ her continuing to hold it; hinting at the same time, but 
not expressing it too plainly, that such a situation, to us so 
dangerous, would necessarily oblige. us to cultivate and 
strengthen . our union with France. He appeared much 
struck with my. discourse ; - and as I frequently looked at 
my paper, he desired to see it. After some little delay, i 
allowed him to read it. ‘The following i is an exact COpy.. | 


~~ NOTES a CONVERSATION. 


! i Sees ee To ake a peace durable, oil may 


give occasion. for future wars, should, if practicable, be 
removed. 
“The. territory of the United States and that of Ca 
nada by long extended frontiers touch each other. 
The settlers on the frontiers of the American pro- 
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vinces: are generally the most disorderly’ of the people, 
who being far removed from the’ eye! ‘and controul of their 
respective. governments, are more bold in committing 
offences against neighbours, ‘and are for ‘ever occasioning 
complaints,» and furnishing matter for fresh. differences 
between their states. — oni Hos 
att the late debates i in parliament, and ier See 
Mabe ‘It is a sweet wont! 3 ‘It means aie more 
than'a mere peace, and it is heartily to be wished for. 
Nations make a peace whenever they are both weary of 
making war. But if one of them has made war upon the 
other unjustly, and has wantonly and unnecessarily done it 
great injuries, and refuses reparation 5 ; though there may 
for the present be peace, the resentment of those i injuries 
will remain, and will break out again in vengeance,’ when 
occasions offer. ‘Those occasions will ‘be watched for by 
one side, feared by the other ; and the peace will 1 never ‘be 
secure ; ‘nor can any eordiality subsist between them.’ | : 
Many houses and villages have been burnt m' Ame- 
rica, by the English and their allies the Indians. ‘T donot 
know that the Americans: will insist on reparation. “Per- 
haps they may. But would ‘it ‘not be better for: England 
to offer it? Nothing would have’ a greater tendency to 
conciliate. And much of the future commerce and re- 
turtiing 'intércourse between the two coutitries may depend 
on the’réconciliation: “Would not the ‘advantage of re- 
conciliation by such means be greater than the expence ? 
“If then’ a way can ‘be proposed’ which’ may. tend. to 
efface the memory of injuries, at the same time that’ it 
takes away the ‘occasions of fresh quarrels int mischief, 
- Vou. IL vat ; OSG 
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will it not be worth considering, especially. 1 if.it, can be 
done not only without expence, but be a means of saving. 
Britain possesses Canada. ‘Her chief. advantage from 
that possession consists in the trade for peltry... Her ex- 
pences in governing and defending that settlement. must | 
be considerable. It might be ‘humiliating to her, to give 
it up on the demand of America. Perhaps America will 
not demand it. Some of her ‘nolitieal rulers may consider 
the fear of such a neighbour as a means of keeping. the 
thirteen States more united among themselves, and: more 
attentive, to. military discipline. . But i in the mind. of: the 
people i in general, would it not have an excellent effect, if 
Britain should, voluntarily offer to, give up that, province 5 
though. on these conditions, that she should An, all time 
coming have and enjoy the right « of free trade: thither unin- 
cumbered with any duties whatsoever; that. so much of 
the: waste lands there shall be sold.as will raise.a.sum suf- 
ficient to pay for the houses -burnt by the British, troops 
and their Indians, and also. to indemnify, the. Royalists _for, 
the confiscation of their estates. ape | come Ld iM 
This ‘is mere, conversation “ matter between: Mr., Oo. 
and Mr. F. as the former is not,empowered to make pro: 
positions, and the latter cannot make any without, the cons 
eBIFERCH of his colleagues.” i bivow 3 ee ee 
te | ais lo don bud, .otecioeas 
“He then told a me dies te in his judgment, onal 
1 ‘clearer, more satisfactory,. and convincing than, the, 
reasonings in that paper; that he would do his utmost to, 
Lm press Lord Shelburne with-them ; that as his, memory 
might not do them justice, and it w oat be impossible. for, 
him ‘to’ express them : so well, or state them xe) clearly ; as I 
had written them, he begged I would let him take the — 
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paper with him, assuring me that he would return it safely 
into my hands. I ‘at length complied with this request 
also. We parted ee aed Hehe, and he set out 
for London. . 

By the first ee ATS I wrote the follow 
ing letter to Mr. Adams, and sent the papers therein’ men- 
tioned, that he might be fully apprized of the proceedings. 
I omitted only the paper of notes for conversation with 
Mr. Oswald, but gave the substance as appears in the 
letter.’ The reason of my omitting it was, that on reflec- 
tion, I was not pleased with my having hinted a reparation 
to the Tories ‘for their forfeited estates ; and I was a little 
ashamed of my weakuess in permitting the i to £0 
out of my hands.» ee 


SR; jaye vd ‘Passy, April 20, 1782. 

* | ° [hope your Excellency received the copy 
of our instructions which [sent by the courier from Ver- 
sailles some’ weeks since. I wrote to you on the 13th to 
go by Capt: Smedley, and: sentia packet of correspondence 
with Mr. Hartley. Smedley did not leave Paris: so soon 
as I expected: but you should have it by this time. 
With this I senda fresh correspondence which I have 
been drawn into, viz. 1. Aletter I sent to Lord Shelburne 
before he was minister. .2-: His answer by Mr. Oswald 
since he was mivister. 3: A letter Se Mr. Laurens, 
4. My letter to M. de Vergennes. 5. My answer to 
Lord Shelburne. 6. My answer to Ms Laurens. iM 
Copy of Digges’ 8 report. These papers will inform you 
pretty well of what passed between me and Mr. Oswald, 
except’ that in a conversation at parting I mentioned to 
him, that I observed they spoke much in England of ob- 
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taining a reconciliation with the colonies ; that’ this-was 
more than a mere peace; that the latter might possibly 
be obtained without the former; that the cruel, injuries 
wantonly done us by burning our towns, &c. had made 
deep impressions of resentment that would long remain ; 
that much of the advantage to the commerce of England 
from a peace, would depend on a reconciliation ; that the 
peace without a reconciliation would probably’ not be 
‘dorable-; that after a quarrel between friends, nothing 
tended so’ much to. conciliate, as offers made by the 
aggressor of reparation for injuries done by him i 10 ‘his 
passion. And I hinted if England should make us a 
voluntary offer of Canada. expressly for that purpose, it 
might have a good effect. Mr. Oswald liked ‘much the 
idea, said they were too much straitened for money to 
make us pecuniary reparation, but he should endeavour to 
persuade their doing it in this way. He is furnished with 
a passport to go and return by. Calais, and. ‘T expect him 
back in ten or twelve days.’ I wish you and Mr. Laurens 
could be here when he arrives: for I shall’ much ‘waitt 
your advice, and cannot act without your concurrence.’ Tf 
the present crisis ef your affairs prevents your coming, ‘I 
hope at least Mr. Laurens will be here, and we must 
communicate with you by expresses, for your letters to 
me per post are generally opened. I shall write per next 
post mate Mr. Jay to be ee, ae as soon as pos- 
sible. AAS a iop 1 , f JSwOr4 
~T received your letter advising of a draft on me for'a 
quarter's ‘salary, which will be duly honoured. With great 
esteem, I hage the honour to be sped — 5, Re “Bes 


Mis Rama AC ae oe, eae rasta Re, 1 songs 


PART IL OF BENJAMIN ‘FRANKLIN.’ 149 


Supposing Mr, Laurens to be in ‘Holland with are 
Adams, . I at the same time wrote the: following letter :— 


t 
NE Ee om Fit 


To Henry Lavaens, Esq. &e. | 


+ Sani pe tats Passy, April 20, 1782, 

vale fim mt received diy Mr. Oswald the letter you 
did me the honour of writing to. me the 7th instant ; he 
brought me also a letter from Lord Shelburne, which. gave 
him the same good.character that you do, adding, “ he is 
fully apprized of my mind, and you may give full credit to 
every thing he assures you of.” Mr, Oswald, however, 
could. give me no other particulars of his Lordship’s mind, 
but, that he was sincerely disposed to peace. As the 
message seemed therefore rather intended to procure or 
receive propositions than to inake any, I told Mr. Oswald 
that I could make none but in concurrence with my. cole 
leagues in the commission, and that if we were together 
we should not treat but in conjunction with France, and 1 
proposed introducing him to M. de Vergennes, which he 
accepted. _He made to that minister the same declaration 
of the disposition of England to peace, who replied. that 
France, had already the same good dispositions; that a 
treaty might | be immediately begun, but it must be for a 
general, not particular peace. That as to the place, he 
thought Paris might be most convenient, as Spain had 
here already an ambassador, and the American commis- 
sioners could easily be assembled here : this upon a sup 
position of the parties treating directly with each other 
without the intervention of mediators. But if the media- 
tion was to be, used, it might be at Vienna. The. King 
his master, however. was so, truly disposed to peace, that 
he would agree to any place the.King of England should 
chuse; and would at the treaty give proof of the confi- 


150 PRIVATE’ CORRESPONDE NCE PART III. 


dence that might be placed in any engagements he should 
eniter into} by the fidelity and exactitude with which he 
should observe those he already had with his present allies. 
Mr. Oswald is returned with thése general answers, by 
the-way of Calais, and expects to be here again in a few 
days. I wish it might be convenient for you and Mr. 
Adams to be here at-the same'time: but if the present 
critical situation of affairs: there, make his being in Hol- 
land necessary just now, I hope you may nevertheless be 
here; bringing with you his opinion’ and advice. ‘I have 
proposed to Lord’ Shelburne to discharge you from ‘the 
obligations you entered into at the time of your’ enlarge- 
ment, that you may act more freely in the treaty he desires. 
I had done myself the honour of writing to you a few'days 
before ‘the axrival of Mr. Oswald. My letter went’ by 
Mr. Young, your vecehedr itp and inclosed a copy of our 
commission, with an offer of ‘money if you had occasion 
for any. . Hoping that you will not return to England be- 
fore you have ‘been at’ Paris, I forbear enlarging’ on ‘the 
state of our affairs here and in Spain. M. de Vergennes 
told me he should be: very'glad to see you here. ‘T'found | 
Mr.’ Oswald to:answer perfectly the character you’ gave 
me of him, and was much pleased with him, | Vole coors 
honour tobe, with ir esteem‘and respect, Sir} &¢1 8c 
be \eiedat  qergnbereengciote sal: be fy Fusiowdens 
wo lrget ey choot b> git hae ober: se eae Wee.) ae 
siitdais fies I had: dediaphielib these lesen rE abate 
foltevaling: wnat ane sateiaeibd oud eae ov ho poR ia, 
Rtgedboti dell . creotuilayt: Waa haves ato Babee 
4d Say al whsdhalia iil Agel 16, 1782. 
4occ)} haying easing Mr. William ’ tie of 
London, came té my ‘house «with, Mr. Laurens’a son of 
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1e: President, and brought. me a line from: the latter, and- 
; toldhime’ that: the» President was at Haerlem, and desired 
to see me. I went out to vsagte and found my old 
friend.at'the Golden Lions «i Geum etc “ere 5 
«He told: me he was reese arse his health, and the 
pleasure:of seeing me,’ and partly to:converse with me, 
and see if he-had at present just ideas and views of things; 
atleast to see'if’ we agreed in sentiment, and, having, been 
desired by several:of the new ministry to do sow) 9 » > 
~ Lasked him jf he was at liberty ?, He: said, No, that he 
was still under: silanol but: at ~_ to. say what he 
pleased tome. > BOE keep a he warer lengths 
I told him that I could-not communicate to him; naing 
a@ prisoner, even his’ own instructions, nor enter into any 
consultations with him ‘as one of our colleagues in the 
commission for peace ; that all I should say to him would 
be.as one private citizen conversing with another: but 
that upon all such occasions] should reserve a right»to 
communicate whatever atte to our on ee and 
allies. Kom | staal 
» He: said, that Lord Stielbisenas sia ithe of thes new 
ministers were anxious to know whether there was any 
authority ‘to treat of a separate peace, and whether there 
could be an accommodation upon any terms: short of in- 
dependence ; that he had ever answered them, that nothing 
short of an express or tacit acknowledgment of our inde- 
pendence in his opinion would ever be accepted, and that 
no treaty ever would or could be made separate from 
France. He asked me if his answers had been right? I 
toha ants, was fully ofthat opinion, = 
' He said, that the new ministers -had ree Dice s 
report, but-his charatter'was such that they did not chuse 
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to depend upon its! that a person by the name of Oswald 
T'think, set off for Paris to see nm about the same:time 
that he came away to see me.) yt ATI Bay 

 T desired him, between him and- sale te obeys ‘with- 
out saying any thing of it to the ministry, whether we 
could ever have a real peace with Canada and Nova Scotia 
inthe hands of ' the English ? And whether we ought not 
to insist at least upon a’stipulation; that they should keep 
no standing army or regular troops, nor erect any fortifica- 
tions on the frontiers of either? That at present I. saw'no 
motive that we had to be.anxious for a’ peace, and /if ‘the 
nation’ was not ripe for it upon ata virennee we. meee 
wait patiently till they should be so. | 

‘I found the old gentleman’ sereeuly nennath im bits shins 
of politics: . He has a very poor opinion both of the:in- 
tegrity and abilities of the new ministry, as well as the old, 
He thinks they know not what they are about; that they 
are spoiled by the same insincerity, duplicity, falsehood, 
and corruption, with the ‘former. . Lord Shelburne still 
flatters the king with ideas of conciliation and separate 
peace, &c. Yet the nation and the’ best meniin it are for 
‘an universal peace, and an express acknowledgment: of 
American independence, and many of the ‘best -are’ for 
giving up Canada and Nova Scotia. = 4 

' His design seémed to be solely to know how~ far 
‘Digges’s report was true. After:an hour or two" of con- 
versation, I returned to Je p and left him. to return 
to London. RAR? HEAP 95 Ay 

These are all but artifices to raise the stocks,’ eolihaig 
think of any method to puta stop’to them, I- fal thete- 
fully concur with you. They now knowsufficiently, that 
- our commission: is to treat of a general) peace, and with 
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ala vested..with,equal powers :..and.if you agree. to it, 

moccsuatine’ see another. inndason ests i is not a plenipo- 
tentiary. ‘10 Jimgbaanhos. Jal Le bans 43 
wi Tt is. hme that: the sation province, Guelderland, 
will: this) day acknowledge. American’ independence... I 
think we are: in such a situation now. that we ought .not 
‘upon any consideration to think of a truce, or. any. thing 
short of an‘express acknowledgment of the sovereignty of 
the United States... 1 should be glad, however, to. _know 
your:sentiments upon this:point.. 66) oe wns 

~) IT have the honour to be, Sir, your. soit, obbdigh and 
most humble servant, JOHN ADAMS. | 

Tot the above, I immediately sasdien a following. a an- 


cae $33 re bee by SPAS ae hy ee eee CP a es eee 


sey te ga at Se April 20, 1782. 


if 


Pde roh it Silk 


tHondiowd I are just etalk the honour of .yours , 
' dated the. 16th, instant, -acquaintmg me with thei interview 
between your Excellency and Mr. Laurens.. I am glad 
toearn that his. political . sentiments. coincide with | sours, 
and that,there is,.a disposition in. eaten to giveus.up 
_Canada.and Nova Scotia. |... jbsskoilestaeidtibegs Mor te 
I like your idea of seeing no) more messengers that are 
not plenipotentiaries ; ; but I cannot refuse seeing Mn Os- 
wald,again, as. the minister here , considered the: letter ito 
me from. Lord Shelburne as a kind of . authority given,that 
messenger, and expects his return with some explicit, pro- 
positions. ; [shall keep,you, advised of what,passess) )) 
. The late actiof parliament, for exchanging A merican 
prisoners, as prisoners, of ,war, according. to,,the. law. of 
nations, any thing.in their commitments notwithstanding, 
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seemed) a» renunciation of «their. pretensions to’ try our 
people :as: subjects guilty of high treason, and to be a 
kind of tacit acknowledgment of our independente: 
Having taken this step, it will be less difficult for them to 
acknowledge it expressly. ‘They are now preparing trans- 
ports:to send the prisoners:home. I senna sent the 
passports desired of me.) ki 
_) Sir George Grand showed me sdldtear: from Mr. Finan , 
in which he said, that if advantage is taken of the present 
enthusiasm in favour of America, a loan might be obtained 
in Holland. of :five-or six millions of florins: for ‘America ; 
and if their. house. is impowered to open it, he has no 
doubt of success; but that no time is to be lost. I- 
earnestly recommend. this matter: to you) as’ extremely 
necessary to the operations of our financier Mr. Mortis, 
who not knowing that the greatest part.of the last five 
millions had been ‘consumed by purchase of goods, &c. 
in Europe, writes me advice of large ‘drafts that he shall 
be obliged: to make upon me this: summer. | "This court 
has granted us six millions of livres: for the current years 
but it will fall.vastly: short of our occasions, ‘there’ being 
large orders ‘to fulfil, and near two millions anda half ‘to 
pay M. Beaumarchais, besides the interest-of bills,-&c: 
The house of Fizeaux and Grand is‘now appdititéd banker 
for'France, by a special: commission from: the king, and 
will on that.as well.as other accounts, be in’ my opinion 
the'fittest for this operation Your Excellency being ‘on 
thé'spot, can better-judge'of the terms, &c. and/manage 
- with that house ‘the whole business, in which -I“should 
be glad ‘to have uo. other concer, ‘than that. of-re- 
vacate ev from: it» when. rn peer ile 
drafts. 7 Pathan AVeabtetae,. AA EE ee 
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i i a am, your Exeellency’s &c. 90 
-vewee Loted eset avai oot ae Bakeware. 
etre narod) : : RE coe: aaa saaishd . y @napey !. Siar 

sid “fp reply t "to thi Mr. "Adams wrote t tor me as Ales. “ 

oat SiR, baie (st > Amsterdam, May 2; 17% 

. , I am inciolidl with your favour of. seine 
pare and Mr. Laurens’s son proposes to carry the letter 
to his:farther forthwith. » The instructions by the courier 
from Versailles came safe, as also other dispatches by that 
channel no doubt will do... The correspondence with Mr. 
Hartley, I received by Captain Smedley, and will take the 
first good opportunity by a “private hand to return it, as 
well:as*ttivt withthe Earl of Shelburne. «* (908 90>)! 

Mr, Laurens and Mr. Jay will T hope be’able to meet 
at Paris, but when it will be in-my- power to go I know 
not: Your present’ negociation ‘about peace falls in very 
well to aid a-proposition which I am instructed to make, 
as soon’as the court of Versailles’ shall judge proper, of a 
triple or quadruple allianee. © "This matter, the treaty ‘of 
coinmerce which is now under deliberation, and the loan 
will render it improper for ‘me to’ quit ‘this ‘station unless 
in case’ of necessity. If there is a real disposition to per- 
mit’ Canada''to’ aécede to the American ‘association, 1 
should ‘think there could be no great difficulty m adj usting 
all things between England and America, provided’ our 
-allies‘are contented too.’ In a former letter 1 hinted ‘that 
| Fthought ‘an’ express acknowledgment ‘of our’ indepen- 
dence ‘might now be insisted’ on’: but'I did not mean that 
-we should insist ‘pon’ such “an ‘article in the treaty. -If 
they make'’a ‘treaty “oF peace’ with ‘the United States of 
America, this. is acknowledgment enough fot’ me. “The 
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affair of a loan gives. me much anxiety and fatigue. It is 
true I. may-open.a loan for five millions, but I confess I 
have no hopes of obtaining so much. ‘The money is not 
to be had. Cash is not infinite in this country. . Their 
profits by trade have been ruined for two or three years ; 
and, there: are loans,open for France, Spain, . England, 
Russia, Sweden, Denmark, and_ several .other powers, as 
well as their own national, provincial and collegiate loans. 
The undertakers are already loaded with. burthens. greater 
than they can bear, and all the brokers in the ‘republic are 
so engaged, that there is mearoely a ducat to be lent but 

what is. promised. hae 

This i 1s. the true. cause why we. shall va A wit 
they will seek an hundred other. pretences. It is consi- 
dered. such an honour and such an introduction to Ameri- 
can trade to be the House, that the eagerness to obtain. the 
title of American banker is prodigious. | Various houses 
have pretensions which they set up very high, and let:me 
chuse. which Iwill, Tam sure of a cry anda clamour, . 1 
have taken some measures to endeavour to calm the heat 


of: f success. a mid, strike with any, y house that would it an- 

sure the money, but none will, undertake it now it is offer- 
ed,. although, several were very, ready to affirm..that they 

could when it began to be talked of. Upon enquiry, they 
do not find, the money easy, to obtain, which I could have 
told. them, before... It is to me personally perfectly indiffe- 
rent, which is the house, and the only. question As, which , 
will he able,to do best for the interest of the, United States. 
This. question however, simple is not. easy to: answers, But 
1 think i it clear, after very painful. and. laborious enquiries 
for a year and a half, that £0 house whatever will, be able 
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to do ‘ituch; ' Enthusiasm ‘at’ some’ tinies" ahd’ in’ some 
countfies may do ‘a great deal, but there’’has ‘as ‘yet been 
no enthusiasm in thig country for America, ‘strong enough 


‘to untie many purses.’ Another year, if the war ‘team 


continue, perhaps we may do better.) 9) 
I have the honour to: sis Bir;' sono most’ suite and 
most: pie ne servant; I i fos pineal 


bial ‘Mr. Oswald’s abserice I received te® sling 
from Mr. Laurens. Se SH rida ; er 
Six, London, April 30;'1782)" 

/ "PE writ to you on the 7th instant by Mr. 
Oswald, since which; that is to say on the 28th, I was ho- 
noured with the receipt of your letter of the 12th, iniclosing 


a copy of the cominission for ih for hl 0 si Nr 


ands of Mr. “Young. © Sbbe fitel Sv hye 

The 1 recognizance exacted from me i die late ininistry 
has been vacated and done® away by the’ present.’ These 
have been pleased to enlarge. me without formal conditions, 
but as I would not consent that the United States of Ame- 
rica should be outdone in “generosity,” however late’ the 
marks appeared on this side, I took upon me to assure 
Lo rd Shelburne ina letter of acknowledgment for the part — 

whi ch his recaitap st mi ta taken for’ brine eh release, 
rolls eh only Peat tik my view is iT iivetaat Getta 
ral Lord Cornwallis ; Congress were pleased to offer some 
time ago a British dite General for my ransom, and 


as I am’ informed’ the’ special “exchange of ‘Lord Corn- 


sd 


wallis for the same; subject was lately in’ ‘contemplation, ‘it 
would afford me very great’ satisfaction to know’ that you 


\ 
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will.join mein cancelling: the debt of honour which we 
have impliedly incurred, by. discharging his lordship from 
the obligations of his parole; for. my ‘own. part, though 
- not.a| bold adventurer, I think I shallnot commit myself 
to the risque of censure by. acting: conjunetly owith youn - 
such a bargain. ...L intreat you, Sir, at least to’ reflect on . 
this matter : .[ shall take the liberty of requesting your dee 
termination when I reach the continent, which will’ pro- 
_bably happen im a few days... Lord: Cornwallis, in a Tate 
conversation with me, put the following case.” Suppose, 
said his lordship, it shall have been agreed in ATeHES that - 
Lord. Cornwallis should. be offered im exchange for Mr, 
Laurens, do not. you think, although you ‘are now <dis- 
charged, *I ought to, weap the intended benefit? A reply 
from the feelings, of my. heart, ‘as I love: fair play, was 
prompt... Undoubtedly, my. Lord; you ought to be, and 
shall be in such case discharged, and [ will yenture to take 
the. burthen, upon myself. Certain: Jegal: ‘forms: J appr 
hend rendered, the discharge of.me without ‘conic 0” 
avoidable, but, I had previously. refused to. accept of my- 
self for nothing,‘and what I now. aim at was understood 
asian adequate return; ’tis-not to be ssc “his” “‘Lord- 
ship’s question was built on this.ground. © hp ee 
Thad uniformly’ and. explicitly declan to” orchPpeaelé , 
here, people in the first rank of importance, that nothing 
short of independence. in terms of our alliances could: in+ 
duce’ America, to,treat fora truce or a peace, and that no 
treaty could be had without the consent of our ally. first 
obtained: in a;word, if you mean to have a peace your 
must seek for ‘a general peace. ‘The; doctrine was. ill re- 
lished, especially by. those} whose power. only could’set the 
machine in motion, but having since my retarn'from Haer- 
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lem asserted in, very, positive terms, that; I. was» confirmed 
in my former opinions, the:late ;obduracy. has» been’ more 
than a little softened,,as:you will,soon learn from the: wor- 
thy. friend .by, whom L addressed; you on the 7th, who two 
days ago set outon, his.return, to Passy and Versailles with 
(as. rs believe) more permanent commission!) waa ‘the 

, Sy Tat 


‘\ s ae vette we a avi ri Dera yy Py aw AY eet te 


aicean my thanks, Sir, for the kind offer of a waiiiin of 
money.: » I, know too well how much  yow have been ‘ha- 
rassed for that article, and. too: well, how low our» Ameri- 
can finances in Europe are: therefore, if I. can’ possibly 
avoid it, [, wall, not. further: trouble you, nor impoverish 
them, or not till the last extremity: hitherto:I have:sups 
ported myself without borrowing from any body, and:Iiam 
determined to: continue living: upon my own stock while it 
lasts. ."The stock, is indeed:small: my expenses:have been | 
and. shall: bein; a suitably. modest ‘stile. | I» pray\God to 
bless. you : ok: neve is honour to: — Sir, your most obe- 

nt: bab erieteith np ittigay tor deed} hhaniey: ne 

: nh ibd cabs eo wath dail wo sete 
Ps. oo Tiudged: icquonabenet only cy ee 
commission t to Lord Shelburne, but to give his Lordship, 
a copy of it, from an meine ae it would. work,no evil. 
ay gianni B eanebgxe cob vbdydtivn and 
“dead flee Meh ak de Ho ae ot anche 2 cietnag cr 


On’ the 4th May 'M rr. esate tat and Eo me | 
the Following letter from Lord Shelburne. erica 


> by ORL Hp OU 110K oy SNE YR ONO Hes aia aoa 
Dear Siz, Oe Shehsede House, April 28; eaaeiis 
_ oft av have received much: satisfaction in. 

being aanure ed by you,,that the, qualifications: of: wisdom 
and integrity, which induced. me, to make choicelof Mrs 
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Oswald}°as the: fittest instrument: for the: renewal of ‘our 
friendly intercourse, have also recommended him'so effec- 
-tually:to your approbation and'esteem, [most heartily wish 
‘that the influence of: this’ first: communication of our mu- 
tual sentiments may be picibinars to a happy conclusion. of 
ce differences sion i(f190 nteneterrpaki deo 
~°'The candour with which M. le Comte de Vergennes 
expresses “his ‘most Christian Majesty’s' sentiments ‘and 
‘wishes on ‘the subject of a speedy pacification, is a\pleas- 
- -ing‘omen of its ‘accomplishment. His ‘Majesty is notiless 
decided: in the same sentiments and wishes, and it confirms 
his’ Majesty’s: ministers: in their intention to act ‘in<like 
manner, as: ‘most consonant on mn sa _— of ‘a.great — 
eo fie chau vite anol saivronoel sargelstag Ahead arsenic: 
' In! consequence of: ‘ialaal “nhoe chem shcotae 
delle is'sent back to Paris, for the purpose of’ arranging 
and settling with you the preliminaries of time: and place : 
and, I have the pleasure: to’ tell you, that: Mr. Laurens is 
already discharged:from those engagements, which:heen- 
iors when he was admitted to bail. 

It is‘also determined that Mr. Fox, from ‘whose -depart- 
ment that communication is! ‘necessarily! to ‘proceed; shall 
send a proper person,” who may confer and: settle imme- 
‘diately with M. de Vergennes the further measures and 
‘proceedings which may be judged proper to adopt to- 
, wards advancing the prosecution of this timportant busi- 
ness. In the mean time Mr. Oswald is instructed to 
communicate to you my ems nyre the Si abigsu.e: ob- 
geen bé'settled. none HEL, ca 

» Transportsare actually: preparing. for the purpose of 
conveying’ your prisoners»to. Anierica; to: be’'tliere ex= 
changed, and we trust, that you will learn, that due atten- 
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tite has-not been: wanting to, their ei gtee thane and 
gio dtreatintatas it) 099" Gela aved oer torradns db ean 
ov have the-henour-to seduced sincere westuet dear 
icing asa and obedient servant, SHELBURNE. 
rey tee ase HOS FoEeAi -A ot Hehe Saueda tenn te 5 
Having read the letter, I cas halaalala to: Mn ¢ Osinahd the 
-opart which refers. me to him for his Lordship’s sentiments. 
He acquainted: me that’ they “were ‘very sincerely. disposed 
» to peace ;that the whole ministry concurred in the same 
-sAlispositions,; .that:a good: deal, of confidence was placed 
-vintimy: character for: open: honest: dealing ; that it, was.also 
‘generally believed I had. still,remaining. some.part of my 
‘ancient affection and regard for Old England, and it was 
hoped it might appear on:this occasion, He then.showed 
»Me-an extract from, the minutes of. council, but. did not 
yleave:the paper with. me. Asi well as.I. remember it was 
sto this purpose, .-.jey lon, 
- entra Cabinet Cis held A pili oy, 1789,. Va. 
Tage ‘Rockingham, Lord Chancellor, Lord -President, 
Lord Camden, &c. &e. (to the number of fifteen or twen- 
ty, being all ministers and great officers-of state.) - 
ode It was proposed to represent to his Majesty, en it 
-»svould be well: for Mr. Oswald to return to Dr. Franklin 
»vand-acquamt him, that itis agreed to treat for a general 
- peace, and at Paris; and that the principal poimts in con- 
templation.are, the vallowing: of American, ‘independence, 
on condition that England»be put into .the same situation 
that she was left in by the peace ef 1763.” . wn 
Mr. Oswald also informed me, that. he ‘bed ‘conversed 
with: Lord: Shelburne-en. the subject.of my paper.of notes 
relating to reconciliation, ;That; he: had. shown -him_ the 
paper, and had been prevailed. on -to leave it with him a 
Vou, 1. Le 
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night, but it was on his Lordship’s solemn promise of ree 
turning it, which had been complied with, and he now re- 
turned it tome. ‘That it seemed to have made an im- 
pression, and he had reason: to believe that matter might 
be settled to our satisfaction towards the end of the treaty ; 
but in his mind he wished it might not be mentioned at the 
beginning. ‘That his Lordship indeed said, he had not | 
Imagined reparation would be expected; and he won- 
dered I should not know whether .it was. intended to de- 
mand it. Finally Mr. Oswald acquainted me, that as the 
business, now likely to be brought forward, more /particu- - 
larly appertained to the department of the other secretary; 
Mr. Fox, he was directed to announce another agent com- 
ing from that department, who might be expected every 
~ day, viz. the Honourable Mr. Grenville, brother of Lord 
Temple, and son of the famous Mr. George jeden 
formerly Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


1 immediately wrote the following note to M. le Comte 
de Vergennes. 


1 Ryitalh ail _ Rassy, May 4, 1782. 
! I have the honour to acquaint your Excel- 
lency that Mr. Oswald is just returned from London, and 
now with me. He has delivered me a letter from Lord 
Shelburne which I inclose for your perusal, together with — 
a copy of my letter to which itis an answer. He tells me, - 
that it has been agreed in council to treat at Paris, and to 
treat of a general peace; and that as it is more particu- 
larly in the department of Mr. Fox, to regulate the cir- - 
cumstantials, a gentleman, (Mr. Grenville) to be sent by 
him for that purpose, may be daily expected here. Mri 


@ 
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-Oswald will wait on your Excellency whenever you shall 
think fit to receive him.’ Tam with respect your Excel- 
a s ‘most; obedient and most, &e. Xe. : 

biti OB. ‘FRANKLIN. 


“Ani the next ome L reécved the following atiswers ) 


>) 


& Ver any le 5 May, 1782, 
Jai recu, Monsieur, la lettre que yous 
m’avez fait Phonneur de m’ecrire le 4 de ce mois,, ainsi 
que. celles qui y étoient, jointes, . m e vous verrai avec pla- 
sir, ayec votre ami demain matin a onze heures. . | | 
Jai ’honneur d’étre sincérement, Monsieur, votre trds 
humble et trés obéissant serviteur, Dr VERGENNES, | 


Accordingly on “Monday ‘morning 1 went with, Mr. 
Oswald to Versailles, and we saw the minister. Mr. Os- 
wald acquainted him with the disposition of his court to 
treat for a gerieral peace and at Paris; and he announced 
Mr. Grenville, who he said was to set out about the same 
time with him, but as he would probably come by way of 
Ostend, might be a few days longer on the road.. Some 
general conversation passed, agreeable enough, but not of 
ipportance.. In our return Mr. Oswald repeated to me 
his opinion, that the affair of Canada would he settled to 
our satisfaction, and his. wish ,that it, might ‘not be men- 
tioned till, towards, ‘the end of the treaty. He intimated 
too, that, it was apprehended the greatest obstructions in 
the treaty might come fr om the part of Spain ; but said if 
she. was unreasonable,, there. “were means to bring her to 
reason ; that Russia was a friend to England, had ately 
made great, discoveries on the. back of N orth, America, 
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could make establishments there, and might easily trans- 
-port an army from Kamschatka to:the Coast of Mexico, 
and conquer all those countries. ‘This appeared to me 
a little visionary at present, but I did not dispute it. On 
the whole I was able to draw so little from Mr. O. of the 
sentiments of Lord S. who had mentioned him as entrust- 
ed with the communication of them, that I could not but 
wonder at his being sent again to me, especially as a 
‘Grenville was so soon to follow. - 

~ ‘On Tuesday I was at court as usual on that ngs M. de 
Vergennes asked me if Mr. Oswald had not opened him- 
self farther to me. _ I acquainted him with the sight I had 
had of the minute of council, and of the loose expressions 
contained in it of what was in contemplation. He seemed 
to think it odd that he had brought nothing more explicit. 
1 supposed Mr. Grenville might be better furnished, 


The next.morning I rete! the following letter to Mr. 
Adams. 


“Ste,  -Passy, May 8, 1782. 
Mr. Oswald, whom’ ‘Tmentioned in a former letter which I 
find you have received, is returned, and brought me another 
letter from Lord Shelburne of which the above 1 is a copy. 
Tt says, Mr. Oswald is instructed to communicate to, me 
his Lordship’s thoughts. He is however very sparing of 
such communication. Ail I have got from him is that 
the ministry have in contemplation the. “ allowing Inde- 
pendence to America on condition of Britain being put 
again into the state she was left in by the peace of 1763,” 
which I suppose means being put again in_ possession of 
the islands France has taken from her. This seems to me 
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a proposition of selling to us a thing that is already our 
own, and making France pay the price they are pleased to 
ask for it... Mr. Grenville, who is sent by Mr. Fox, is ex- 
pected here daily. Mr. Oswald tells me that Mr. Lau- 
rens will soon be herealso. Yours of the 2nd_ instant is 
just come to hand. [shall write to you on this affair 
_ hereafter by the’ Court couriers, for I am certain your let- 
ters fo me are opened at the post office either here or in 
Holland. I suppose mine to you are treated in the same 
manner. . I enclose the cover of your last that you may 
see the seal. . With great respect I am, Sir, your Excel- 
lency’s, &c. Ke. | 3B. FRANKLIN, 


of ft 


Thad but just sent away this letter, when Mr. Oswald 
came in, bringing with him Mr, Grenville, who was recently 
arrived. He save me the following letter from Mr, Se- 
oratary Fox. 44 


SAR, |; St. James’s, May, 1, 1782. 


Though Mr. Oswald will no doubt have 
mformed you of the nature of Mr. Grenville’s commission, 
yet I caunot‘refrain from making use of the ‘opportunity 
his going offers me, to assure you of the esteem and re- 
spect which Ihave borne: to your character, and to beg 
you'to'believe, that no change in‘ my situation has made 
any in those ardent wishes for reconciliation which I have 
invariably felt from the iene, 8 racing of this - ER 
coritesté 1 38 BrP pi 
Mr. Grenville i is ‘ally sili with my sentiments 
upon this subject, and with the sanguine hopes which | 
have conceived that those with whom we are contending 
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are too reasonable to continue a contest, which has no lon-. 
ger any object either real or even imaginary. | 

I know your liberality. of mind too Oat to be afraid 
lest any prejudices against Mr. Grenville’s name may pre- 
vent you from esteeming those. excellent qualities of heart 
and head which belong to him, or from giving. the fullest 
credit to the sincerity of his wishes for peace, in which no 
man in either country goes beyond him. [ am, with great 
truth and regard, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 


C. J. Fox. 


I imagined the gentlemen had been at. Versailles, as I 
supposed Mr. G. would first have waited on M. de Ver- 
gennes, before he called on me. But finding in, conver- 
sation that he had not, and that he expected me to intro- 
duce him, | I immediately wrote to that minister, acquaint- 
ing him that Mr. G. was arrived, and desired to know 
when his Excellency would think fit to receive ‘him: and I 
sent an express with my letter. I then entered into con- 
versation with him on the: subject of his mission, Mr. Fox 
having ’referred me to him as being. fully acquainted with 
his sentiments. He said that. peace was really wished. for 
by every body, if it could be obtained on reasonable terms g 
and as the idea of subjugating America was given up, and 
both France.and America had thereby obtained. what they 
had. in; view originally, it was hoped that there now.re- — 
mained no obstacle to a pacification. ‘That -England. was 
willing to tréat.of a general peace with all the powers at 
war against her, and that the treaty should be at Paris. I 
did not press him much for farther particulars, supposing 
they were reserved for our interview with M. de Ver- 
gennes. ‘The gentlemen did me the honour of staying 
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dinner with me, on the supposition which I urged that my , 
express .might be back before we parted. ‘This gave me 
an opportunity of a good deal of general conversation with: 
Mr. Grenville, who appeared to me a sensible, judicious, 
intelligent, good-tempered, and well-instructed young; man, 
answering ‘well the character Mr. Fox had given me of 
him, They left me however ‘about six o'clock, and my 
messenger did not return till near nine. He brought me 
the answer of M. le Comte de Vergennes, that he was 
glad to hear of Mr. Grenville’s arrival, and would be ready 
to receive us to-morrow at half-past 10 or 11 o'clock. I 
immediately inclosed his note in one to Mr. Grenville, re- 
questing him to be with me at Passy by eight, that we 
might have time to breakfast, before we set out. I have 
preserved no copy of these three last mentioned notes, or 
I should have inserted them, as I think that though they 
seem of almost too trifling a nature, they serve usefully 
sometimes to settle dates, authenticate facts, and show 
something of the turn and manner of thinking of the 
writers, on particular occasions. ‘The answer I received 
was as follows: 


“Mr. Grenville presents his compliments to. Mr. 
Franklin, and will certainly do himself the honour of wait- 
ing upon Mr. Franklin to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 

Rue de Richelieu, Wednesday Night.” 

We set out accordingly the next morning in my coach ° 
from Passy, and arrived punctually at M. de Vergennes’, 
who received Mr. Grenville in the most cordial manner, 
on account of the acquaintance and friendship that had 
formerly subsisted between his uncle and M, de Vergennes 
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_ when they, were ambassadors together at Constantinople. 
After some. little agreeable conversation, Mr. Gren- 
«ville presented his letters from Mr. Secretary Fox, and 1 
think from the Duke of Richmond. When these were 
read the subject of peace was entered on. What my me- 
mory retains of the discourse amounts. to little more than 
_ this, that after mutual declarations of the good disposition 
of the two Courts, Mr. Grenville having intimated that im 
case England gave America independence, France, it’ was 
expected, would restore the conquests she had made of 
British Islands, receiving back those of Miquelon and St. 
Pierre. And the original object of the war being obtain- 
ed, it-was supposed that France would be contented with 
that. The minister seemed to smile’at the proposed ex- 
change. America, said he, does not ask it of you; there 
is Mr. Franklin, he will answer you as to that point. To. 
be sure, I said, we do not consider ourselves as under any 
necessity of bargaining for a thing that is our own, which 
we have bought at the expence of much blood and trea- 
- gure, and which we are in possession of. As to our be- 
ing satisfied with the origmal-object of the: war, continued 
he, look back to the conduct of your nation in former 
wars... Inthe last war, for example, what was the object ? 
- It.was the disputed right.to some waste lands.on the Ohio, 
and the ‘frontier of Nova Scotia; did you. content. your- 
selves with the recovery of those lands? . No é, you. retained 
at the peace all Canada, all Louisiana, all Florida, Grena- 
da, and.other, West India, islands, .the,.greatest part of 
Northern, Fisheries ; with all your.conquests: in Africayand 
the East Indies. ; Something being ; mentioned .of its not 
being réasonable. thatia nation, after making an unprovoked 
and unsuccessful warupon its’ neighbours. should’ expect 
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to sit down whole, and have every thing restored which 

she had lost ‘in such‘a’war, I think Mr.- Grenville remark- 

ed that the warhad been provoked by the encouragement 

given by France to the Americans to revolt. On which 

M. de Vergennes grew a little warm, and declared firmly, 

that the breach was made and our independence declared 

long before we «received the: least encouragement from 

France; and he defied the world to give the smallest proof 
of the contrary. There sits, said he, Mr. Franklin who 

knows the fact and can contradict me, if I do not speak 

the truth. He repeated to Mr. Grenville, what ‘he had 

before said to Mr. Oswald, respecting the King’s intention 

of treating fairly, and keeping faithfully the conventions he 
should. enter ‘into’; of which disposition hée should give at 
the treaty convincing proofs by the fidelity and exactitude 

with which he should observe his engagements with his 
present allies; and added that the points’ which the King 

had chiefly in’ view were justice’ and dignity ; these he 

could not.depart from. He aequainted Mr. Grenville 
thathe should immediately write to’ Spain, and Holland; 
communicate'to those Courts what’had passed, and report 

their answers; ‘that in the meamtime he hoped Mr. Gren- 

ville would find'means of ‘amusing himself agreeably, to 
which he should be glad to contribute, that he would com- 

municate what had passed 'to the King, and he invited him 

to come again the next'day. 

On our return Mr. G. expressed ‘himself as not ate 
satisfied with some part’'of M: de Vergennes’ discourse, 
and was thoughtful. He told me that he had brought two 
state messengers’ with him, and’ perhaps’ after he had had 
another interview with the minister, he might dispatch one 
of them to London: I then requested leave to answer by 


170 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART III, 


that opportunity the letters I had received from Lord 
Shelburne and Mr. Fox 5 and he kindly promised to ac- 
quaint me the time of the messenger’s departure. He did 
not ask me to go with him the next day: to Versailles, and. - 
I did not offer it. Bsr 

The coming and going of these seoblardiss was observed, 
said made much talk at Paris; and the Marquis de la 
Fayette having learned something of their business from 
the ministers, discoursed with me about it. Agreeable to 
the resolutions of Congress directing me to confer with 
him, and take his assistance in our affairs, 1 communicated 
to him what had passed. He told me that, during the 
treaty at Paris for the last peace, the Duke de Nivernois 
had. been sent to reside m London, that this Court might 
, through him state what was from time to time transacted 
in the light they thought best, to prevent misrepresenta- 
tions and misunderstandings. That such an employ would 
be extremely agreeable to him on many accounts; that as 
he was now an American: citizen, spoke both languages, 
and was well acquainted with our interests, he believed he 
might be useful in it; and that as peace was likely from 
appearances to take place, his return to America was per- 
haps not so immediately necessary. He then wished I 
would make him acquainted with Messrs. Oswald and 
Grenville, and for that end promised meeting them at 
breakfast with me, which I proposed to contrive if I could, 
and endeavour to engage them for Saturday. 

‘Friday ‘morning the 10th of May, I went to Paris and - 
visited’ Mr. Oswald. I found him in the same friendly 
dispositions, and very desirous of doing good, and of see- 
ing an end put to this ruinous war. But I got no farther 
light as to the sentiments of Lord S. respecting the terms. 


PART 11s OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 171 


I told ‘him the Marquis de la Fayette would breakfast 
with me to-morrow, and as he, Mr. Oswald, might have 
some’curiosity to see a person, who had in this war ren- 
dered himself so remarkable, [ proposed his doing me the 
same honour. He agreed to it cheerfully. I came home 
intending to write to Mr. Grenville, whom I supposed 
might stay and dine at Versailles, and therefore did not — 
call on him. But he was returned, and I found the fol- 
lowing note from him. 


Paris, May 10. 
_ “Mr. Grenville presents his compliments to 
Mr. Franklin: he proposes sending a courier to England, 
at 10 o’clock this night, and will give him in charge any 
letters Mr. Franklin may wish to send by him.” 


I sat bn immediately, and wrote sf two short letters 
following, to the Secretaries of State. 


3 To tuk Rieur Hon. C. J, Mor Esq. 
Secretary of State. 
SIR, Passy, May 10, 1782. 


' T received the letter you did me the honour 
of writing to me by Mr. Grenville, whom I find to be a 
very sensible, judicious, and amiable gentleman. T he 
name, I assure you, does not with me lessen the regard 
that his excellent qualities inspire. I introduced him as 
soon as possible to M.de Vergennes; he will himself 
give you an account of his reception. I hope his coming 
may forward the blessed work of pacification, in which for 
the sake of humanity no time should be lost ; “no reasot- 
able cause, as you observe, existing at present, for the 
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contintiance of this abominable ‘war. Be?‘assured of ‘my 
endeavours’ to put an end to it. Iam much flattered’ by 
the good opinion of a person'whom I have long highly 
esteemed, and I hope it will. not be lessened by my con- 
duct in the affairs that have given rise to our correspon- 
dence. With great — I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Sc. Bee pay adh ie va B. Bea nator | 


oy 


To Lorp SHELBURNE. 
sina Lorp, , Passy, May 10, 1782. 


I have received the honour of your ork 
ship’ és letter dated the 28th’ past, by Mr. Oswald, inform- 
ing mé’that he is sent back to settle with me the prelimi 
naries of time and place. | Paris, as the place, seemed to 
me yesterday to be agreed on between Mr. Grenville and 
M. de Vergennes, and it is perfectly agreeable to me. 
The time cannot well be settled till this court has received 
answers from Madrid and the Hague, and until my col- 
leagues are arrived. I expect daily Messrs. Jay and Lau- 
rens: Mr. Adams doubts whether he can be vie ih but 
that will not hinder our proceeding. 

It gave me great pleasure to hear that Mr. Laurens is 
discharged entirely from the’ obligations he had. éutered 
into. I jam much obliged by the readiness with which 
your Lordship has conferred that favour. Please to accept 
my thankful acknowledgments. - : 

Tam happy too in understanding from your letter, that 
transports. are actually preparing to. convey our prisoners — 
to’ America, and that attention will be ‘paid to ‘their accom- 
modation. and good treatment. ‘Those people on their 
return will be dispersed through every part of America, 
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and the accounts they will, haye to: give of any marks of 
kindness received by them under the present ministry, will 
lessen much the resentment of. their friends against the 
nation for the hardships they suffered under the past... 
Mr. Oswald rests here awhile.by my advice, as I think 
his presence likely to be useful. Wath great and sincere 
respect, I have the honour to be, my Lord,. your Lord- 
ship’s, &c. &c. | _ B, Franxuin. 


And I sent them to Mr. Chelle with the following 
note. io 


Mr. ‘Franklin, presents his compliments 
sy Mr. Grenville, with thanks for the information of his 
courler's departure, and his kind offer of forwarding Mr. 
F.’ s letters, who accepts the fawour, and encloses two. 

The Marquis de la Fayette and. Mr, Oswald will do 
Mr. Franklin the honour of breakfasting . with him to- 
morrow between 9 and 10 o’clock. Mr. Franklin will be 
happy to have the company also of Mr. Grenville, if 
agreeable to him. He should have waited on Mr. Gren- 
ville to-day at Paris, but he imagined Mr, G. was at 
Versailles. 

eR Friday evening, ae 1@e:" 


¥: 


Do danact, Mr. G. sent me this answer. 


«¢ Mr. Grenville presents his cétaiolioneaid 
to. Mr. Franklin, aud will with great pleasure do himsel 
the honour of breakfasting with Mr. Franklin tonsqonraw 


ch: between 9 and 10 0 *clock. 


Mr, Grenville was at Versailles. wee a afieala 
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have been sorry that’ Mr. Franklin should» have given 
himself the trouble of callmg at Paris this morning. The 
courier shall certainly take particular care of Mr. Tema 
lin’s letters. wit iq 


‘i ey 
p Phebe al bis 


“Pans, F riday evening.” 


a Pdi 7M ashe bs am ayy wR! iv: om 


The gentlemen all met accordingly, had a “good: deal of 
conversation at and after breakfast, staid till after one 
o’clock, and parted much pleased with each other. 

The Monday following I called to’ visit “Mr. G. and 
found him with Mr. Oswald, who told me, he was “just 
about returning to London. I was a little surprized at 
the suddenness of the resolution he had taken, it being as 
he said to set out the next morning early. T ‘conceived 
the gentlemen were mt in business, so 1 withdrew, 
and went to write a few le ers, among which was the fol- 
lowing to ‘Lord Shelburne, being really concerned at the 
thought of Tosing : SO good a a man as Mr. Oswald. ‘as. 


+ Crepes 


Le VeRG 


pein GR ‘Lorp SHELBURNE. | a 


My Lorp, sigh " Pasy, May 13, 1782., 


I did walla the honour of writing to your 
Lordship a few days since. by Mr. Grenvyille’s courier, 
acknowledging the receipt of yours of the 28th past by 
Mr. Oswald. I then hoped that gentleman would, have 
remained here some time, but his affairs it seems recal 
him sooner, than he imagined.. I hope she will return 
again, as | esteem him more, the more. I am, acquainted 
‘with him, and believe his moderation, prudent counsels, 
and sound judgment may contribute much, not,only to the 
. speedy conclusion of a peace, but to the framing such a 
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peace as may be: firm and long-lasting. With great. re- 
spect, I am, your. Lordship’s most obedient and most hum- 
ble.servant, i daopiue @é) iB. PAs 


I went in the evening to Mr. Oswald’s lodging with my 
letters; when he informed me his intention was to return 
immediately hither from England ; and to make the more 
dispatch in -going and returning, tg should leave his, car- 
riage at Calais, as the embarking and debarking of car- 
riages in the packet-boats often occasioned a tide’s delay. 
I did not enquire the reason of. this movement. We had 
but little conversation, for Mr: Grenville coming in, I 
soon after wished him a good journey and retired, that I 
might not interrupt their consultations. | % 

Since his departure Mr. Grenville has made me a visit ; 
and entering into a conversation with me, exactly of the 
same tenor with the letters I formerly received from Mr. 
Hartley, stating suppositions that France might insist on 
points totally different from what had been the object of 
our alliance, and that in such case he should imagine we 
were not at all bound to continue the war to obtain such 
points for her, &c. I thought I could not give him a 
better answer to this kind of discourse than what [ had 
given in two letters to Mr. Hartley, and therefore callmg 
for those letters I read them to him. He smiled, and 
would have turned the conversation: but I gave a httle 
more of my sentiments on the general subject of benefits, 
obligation, and gratitude. I said I thought people had 
often imperfect notions of their duty on those points, and. 
that a state of obligation was to many so uneasy a state, 
that they became ingenious in finding out reasons and 
arguments to prove they had been laid under no obligation 
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at all, or that they had discharged it: and they too easily - 
satisfied themselves with such arguments, To explain 
clearly my ideas on the subject, I stated a case. A. a 
stranger to B. sees him about to be imprisoned for debt by 
a merciless creditor. He lends him the sum necessary to 
preserve his liberty. B. then becomes the debtor of A. and 
after some time repays, the money. Has he then dis- 
charged the obligation? No. He has discharged the 
money debt, but the Sbligatiod remains, and he is debtor 
for the kindness of A. in lending the same so_ seasonably. 
Tf B. should afterwards find A. in the same circumstances, 
‘that he, B., had been in when A. lent him the money, he 
may then discharge this obligation or debt of kindness in 
part by lending him an equal sum. In part, I said, and 
_ not wholly, because when A. lent B. the money, there 
had been no prior benefit received to induce him to it. 
And therefore, if A. should a second time need the same 
assistance, | thought B., if in his power, was in duty bound 
to afford it tohim: Mr. Grenville conceived that: I was 
carrying gratitude very far, to apply this doctrine to our 
situation in respect to France; who was really. the party 
served and obliged by our separation from England, as it 
lessened the power of her rival and increased. her own. 
I told him L was so. strongly impressed with the kind 
assistance afforded us by France in our distress, and the 
generous and noble manner in which it was granted with- 
out exacting or stipulating for a single privilege or. parti- 
cular advantage to herself in our commerce or otherwise ; 

that I could never suffer myself to. think of such, reasonings 
for lessening the obligation, and I hoped, and indeed did 
not doubt, but my countrymen were all of. the same sen- 
‘timents. Thus he goined nothing of the point he came. to 
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, push ; we parted however in good humour. His couversa- 
tion is always polite and his manner pleasing. 2 

‘As he expressed a strong desire to discourse with me 
on the meanis of a reconciliation with America, I promised 
to consider the subject, and appointed Saturday the Ist of 
June, for our conversation, when he proposed to call on 
me. ; 

The same day I received another letter from my old 
friend Mr. Hartley. Our former correspondence on the 
subject of peace since the beginning of this year, I have 
kept by itself, as it preceded this, was in the time of the 
old ministry, and. consisted wholly of letters unmixed with 
personal conversation. This being the first letter from 
him under the new ministry, and as it may be followed by 
others which may relate to the negociation, I insert it 
here, with my answer, ‘and shall continue to insert the 
future letters I may receive from him relative to the same 
meee 


To Dr. FRANKLIN... 

|My pear Frienp, London, May 3, 1782. 

. I write to you only one line, just to inform 
you that a general order is issued, by our government, for 
the release of all the American prisoners every where. 
have had this from Lord Shelburne, who informed me that 
the order was not partial or conditional, but general and 
absolute. | I heartily congratulate you upon this first step 
towards sweet reconciliation. I hope other things will 
follow. Ihave had a long conversation with Lord Shel- 
_ burne, relating to America, i in which he expressed himself 
in most favorable terms. I shall have the honour of seeing 
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and conversing with him again. But, at present, as you 
know, certain matters are depending from your side of the 
water. Mr. Laurens is entirely at liberty. I see him 
very frequently, and when you see him he will tell you 
many things from me, which have occurred to me in the 
course: of my poor endeavours to promote the cause of 
peace. Da pacem, Domine, in diebus nostris. Your 
Siew tae &e. ‘not | Wet toART LEY: 


To nite Hanruny, Ray). M. P. 
My pear FRIEND, | Passy, May 13, 1782. 


|  Thave just received your favour of the 3rd 
instant. I thank you much for the good news you give 
me, that “ an order is issued by your government for the 
release of all the American prisoners every where, an order 
not partial or conditional, but general and absolute.” | 
] rejoice with you in this step not only on account of the 
unhappy captives, who by it will be set at liberty, and 
restored to their friends and families, but as I think it will 
tend greatly towards a reconciliation, on which alone the 
hope of a durable peace can be founded. I am much 
indebted to your good brother, for a very kind: and 
obliging letter, which was mislaid when it should have 
been answered. I beg you would present to him my 
thankful acknowledgments, and my very sincere respects. 
{ join, with you most heartily in the prayer that ends your 
letter, Da pacem, Domine, in diebus nostris! I am ever, 
my friend, yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 
Our business standing still at present till the return of 
| Mr. Oswald, gives me a void that [ may fill. up with two 
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or.three circumstances, not at present, connected with this 
intended. treaty, but which serve to show. something of 
the disposition. of courts, | who. have, or may have, a con- 
cer 1 ‘peeiga Aa a Lae 

Mr. Jay had ‘written to me from ‘oni vn time of the 
unaccountable delays he had met with since his residence | 
at the court of Spain, and that, he was now, no nearer in 
the business: he had been charged _, with. than-when he first 
arrived, Upon the first coming of, Mr. Oswald, and the 
apparent prospect of ‘a treaty, I wrote to press, his coming 
hither, and being a little out of humour with that court, 1 
said, they have taken four, years to consider, whether they 
should treat. with us, give them forty, and let us mind our 
own business ; and [ sent the letter under cover to a per- 
son at Madrid, who I hoped would open and read it. It 
seems to. me that we have in most instances, hurt our 
credit and importance, by sending all oyer Europe begging 
alliances, and soliciting declarations of our independence. 
The nations, perhaps, thence seem to think, that our 
independence, is something they have to sell, and that we 
do not offer enough for it. Mr. Adams has succeeded, in. 
Holland, owing to their war with England, and a good 
deal to the late votes in the. Commons towards a recon- 
ciliation ; but the ministers of the other powers refused, 
as: 1 hear, to return his visits, because our independence 
was not yet acknowledged by, their courts, | 1 had, heard 
here by good luck, that the same resolution was taken by, 
\ several of them not to return the visits. I, should make: 
them (as they supposed) when I was first received, here as. 
Minister Plenipotentiary, and I disappointed their project. 
by visiting none.of them. In my private. opinion the first, 
civility j is due from the mh resident to the stranger and’ 
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new comer. My opinion indeed is good for nothing 
against custom, which I should-have obeyed, but for the 
circumstances, that rendered it more prudent to avoid dis- 
putes and affronts, though at the hazard of being thought 
rude or singular. While I am writing, somethmg ridi- 
culous' enough on this head has happened to me, Thé 
Comte du Nord, who is son to the Empress of Russia, 
arriving at Paris, ordered, it seems, cards of visit to be 
sent to all the foreign ministers. One of them, on which 
was written Le Comte du Nord et Je Prince Bariatinski, 
was brought to me. It was on Monday evening last. 
Being at court the next day I enquired of an old minister, 
my friend, what was the etiquette, and whether the Comte 
received visits. The answer was, Non. On se fait 
écrire. Voila tout. This | is done here by passmg the 
door, and orderinig your name to be written iti the porter’s 
book. Accordingly, on Wednesday I passed the house of 
Prince Bariatinski, ambassador of Russia, where the 
Comte lodged, and left my name on the list of each. I 
thought no more of the matter. But this day, May 24, 
comes the servant who brought the card, and in a great 
affliction, saying he was like to be ruimted by his mistake 
in bringing the card bere, and wishing to obtain from. me 
some paper of I know not what kind, for I did not seé 
him. In the afternoon came my friend, Mr. Le Roy, who 
is also a friend of the Prince’s s, telling me how much he, 
the Prince, was concerned at the accident ; that both 
himself and the Comte had great personal regard for me, 
and my character » but that our independence not yet bemg 
acknowledged by the court of Russia, it was impossible 
for him to’ permit himself to make me a_visit as minister. 
1 told Mr. Le Roy it was not my custom to seek . such 
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honours, though’ 1 was very sensible of them when con- 
ferred upon me; that I should not have voluntarily in- 
truded a visit; and that in this case I had only done what 
1 was informed the etiquette required of me. But if it 
would be attended with any inconvenience to Prince 
Bariatinski, whom I much esteemed and respected, I 
thought the remedy was easy; he had only to raze my 
name out of his book of visits received, and I would bura 
their card. — | . 

All the northern princes are not ashamed of a little 
civility committed towards an American. The King of 
Denmark travelling in England under an assumed name, 
sent me a card expressing in strong terms his esteem for 
me, and inviting me ‘to dinner with him at St. James’s. 
And the ambassador from the King of Swedew lately 
asked me whether I had powers to make a treaty of com- 
merce with their kingdom, for he said his master was 
desirous of such a treaty with the United States, had 
directed him to ask me the question, and had charged him 
to tell me, that it would flatter him greatly to make it with 
a person whose character he so much esteemed, &c. 
Such compliments might probably make me a little proud, 
if we Americans were not naturally as much so already as 
the porter, who being told he had with his burthen jostled 
the great Czar Peter (then in London, walking the poi a 
poh’! said he, we are all Czars here. 

I did not write by Mr, Oswald to Mr. Laurens, be- 
cause from’ gome expressions in his last to me, I expected 
him here, and I desired Mr. Oswald, if he found him still 
in London, or met him on the road, to give him that rea- 
Ds ‘I am disappointed in my expectation, for I have 
now received (May 25) the following letter from him. 
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SIR,. Har Ostend, May 17,:1782. 

I had the honour of addressing you under 
fies, 30th ultimo by post, a duplicate of which will accom- 
pany this in order to guard against the effect of a miscar- 
riage'in the first instance, and I beg leave to refer to the 
contents. ) ee 

On the 10th current, and no sooner, your very abate 
favour of the ‘20th preceding reached me in London. 
Being then on the point of leaving that place, I deferred a 
reply until my arrival on this side; this happened yester- 
day too late to catch the post of the day, except by a single 
letter, put into my hands, I believe, by Doctor Price, 
which IL sent forward... I sincerely and heartily thank you, 
Sir, for the cordial contents of your last letter, but from 
the most mature reflection, and taking in consideration my 
present very infirm state of health, I have resolved to de- 
cline accepting the honour intended me by congress in the 
commission for-treating, with Great Britain, and I find 
the less difficulty in coming to this determination from a 
persuasion in my.own mind that’ my assistance is not 
essential, and that it was not the view or expectation of 
. our constituents that every one named in the commission 
should act. .I purpose to repair to, or near to, Mr. 
Adams, and enquire of him whether I may yet be service- 
able under the commission to which I had been first 
appointed, that for borrowing money for the use of the. 
United States ; if he ‘speaks in the affirmative, I shall, 
though much against my own grain, as is well: known at 
our little court, proceed in the mission with diligence and 
fidelity; otherwise I shall take a convenient opportunity 
of returning to give an account there, of having inthe 
course of two years and upwards done nothing, excepting 
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only the making a great number of rebels in the enemy’s 
country, and reconciling thousands to the doctrine of ab- 
‘solute and unlimited independence—a doctrine which I 
asserted and maintained with as much freedom in the 
Tower of London, as ever I had done in the State House 
at Philadelphia, and having contentedly submitted to the 
loss of my estate, and being ready to lay down my life in 
support of it, I had the satisfaction of perceiving the com- 
ing in of ‘converts every day. I must not however con- 
clude this head without assuring you, that should you 
think proper to ask questions respecting American com- 
merce, or the interest of any particular state, I will answer 
with candour, and the best judgment I am possessed of, 
but of that judgment I sincerely protest I have the utmost 
diffidence. God prosper your proceedings in the great 
work ; you shall be called blessed by all the grateful of 
the present generation, and your name will be celebrated 
by posterity. I feel myself happy in reflecting that in the 
great outlmes for treaty our opimions exactly coincide, 
that we shall not want the countenance and assistance of 
our great and good ally, and that you have’ so honest a 
man as Mr. Oswald to deal with for preliminaries: I 
know him to be superior to all chicanery, and am sure he 
will not defile his mind by attempting any dirty thing. : 
~ Tintreat you, Sir, to present my humble respects to M. 
de Vergennes, and thank his Excellency for his polite ex- 
pressions respecting me, and be so good as to say all that 
shall appear necessary in excuse for my non-appearance 
at his court. — 

~ Lord Cornwallis called on me the day before I left 
London, and was, as you may suppose, very anxious to 
know when he might probably hear from me on the 
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subject of his release; let me therefore request your 
opinion in answer to what I had the honour of writing in 
my last concerning that affair. I wish it may prove satis- 
factory to his lordship, by enabling me, with your consent 
and concurrence, to cancel a debt ‘hich does not sit easy 
upon, and which camot, with honour tg our country, re- 
main unpaid. I think we shall not, *tis impossible we 
should, incur displeasure, by doing an act of common 
justice, and. our authority may be fairly implied. é ; 
His lordship declares | he has no intention of returning to 
America, but desires to be reinstated i in his legislative and — 
military characters in his. own country, and I am of opinion 
that in the former station he will be rather friendly to us 
than otherwise : for my own part, if the war continues, |” 
should not be uneasy if his lordship were to go to Chesae 
peke again. 
wo have a thousand compliments and good wishes to 
present to you from friends in England, where males and 
females I am sure you have at least so many, your own. 
remembrance will lead you to individuals of your old 
acquaintance. To-morrow I intend to proceed for Brus- 
sels, and thence probably to the Hague and Amsterdam, 
My movements must unavoidably be as slow as. water 
carriage, My weak under-limbs cannot bear continual 
thumping on the pavement in the rough machines of: this 
country, and the feebleness of my pocket will not admit 
the indulgence of a more convenient vehicle. I beg, Sir, 
you will “write to me at the house of Mr, Edmund Jen- 
nings, or under the protection of any other friend in that 
city, who will be at the trouble of finding out a voyageur 
who is at all times and in all places, with. the highest 
esteem. and respect, Sir, your obedient and most humble 
servant, : Henry Laurens. 
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_ To the above I wrote the following answer, 


To Presipent HrXny Laurens, Eso. 


Sr, ne . Passy, May 25, 1782. 
xs am now honoured with yours of the 17th. Jt 
had before received one of the 7th, which. remained unan- 
swered, because from the words in it, “ when I reach the 
continent, which will probably happen i in a few days,” A 
flattered myself with, the pleasure of seeing you here, 
That hope is disappointed by your last, in which you tell 
me you are determined ngt to.act in the commission for: 
treating of peace with Britain. I regret your taking this 
resolution ; principally because [ am persuaded your ase 
sistance must have been, of great | service to your country, 
But | have besides some priyate or particular-reasons that 
relate to myself. To encourage me in the arduous task, 
you kindly tell me 1. shall be called blessed, &c. . L have 
never yet ‘known of a peace made, that did not occasion a 
great deal of popular discontent, clamour. and censure on 
both sides. This is perhaps owing to the usual manage- 
ment of the ministers and leaders of the contending na- 
tions, who, to keep up the spirits « of their people for con- 
tinuing the war, generally represent the state of their own 
affairs i in a better light, and that of the enemy in a worse, 
than i is consistent with the truth : hence the populace on 
each side expect better terms than really can be obtained ; 
and are apt to ascribe their disappointment to treachery. 
Thus the peace of Utrecht, and that of Aix la Chapelle 
were said j in England to have been. influenced by French 
gold, and, in France by English guineas. Even the last 
peace, the most advantageous and glorious for England 
that ever she made, was, 390 may remember, violently | de- 
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cried, and the makers as violently abused. So that the 
blessing promised to peace-makers, I fancy, relates to the 
next world, for in this they seem to have a greater chance 
of being cursed. And as another text observes that “in the 
multitude of counsellors there is safety,” which | think may 
mean safety to the counsellors as well as to the counselled, 
because if they commit a fault in counselling, the blame 
does not fall on one or a few, but i is divided among many, 
and the share of each is so much the lighter, or perhaps 
because when a number of honest men are concerned, the 
suspicion of their being biassed is weaker as being more 
improbable; or because defendit numerus ; for all these 
reasons, but especially for the support your established 
character of integrity would afford me agaist the attacks. 
of my enemies, if this treaty takes place, and I am to act 
in it, I wish for your presence, and for the presence of as 
many of the commissioners as possible, and I hope you 
will re-consider and change your resolution. In the mean 
time, as you have had opportunities of conversing with the 
ew ministers, and other leading people in England, and of 
learning their sentiments relating to terms of peace, &c., 
I request you would inform me by letters of what you 
think important. Letters from you will come safer by the 
court courier than by the post ; and [ desire you would, if 
you should determine not to act, communicate to me your 
ideas of the terms to be insisted on, and the points to be 
attended to, respecting commerce, fisheries, boundaries, 
SCF every other material circumstance, that may be of 1 im- 
portance to all or any of the United States. ! 

Lord Shelburne having written to me on the subject of 
the wished for peace, I acquainted him in my answer sent 
by our friend, Mr. Oswald, that you were one of the com- 
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missioners appointed by Congress, to treat with Britain, 
and that I imagined his Lordship would therefore think it 
proper to discharge you entirely from the obligations you 
entered into when you were admitted to bail, that you 
might be at liberty to act freely in the commission. He 
wrote to me in reply that you were accordingly discharged 
immediately. His lordship mentioned nothing of any ex- 
change being expected for you; nevertheless I honour 
your sensibility on the point, and your concern for the cre- 
dit of America, that she should not be outdone in genero- 
sity by Britain, and will ‘cheerfully join with you in any, 
act that you may think proper to discharge in return for 
the parole of Lord Cornwallis, as far as in our power may 
lie; but as we have no express authority for that purpose, 
and the Congress may possibly in the mean time have 
made some other arrangement relative to his exchange, [ 
conceive that our act should contain a clause reserving to 
Congress the final approbation or disallowance of the pro- 
ceeding. And I have some doubt whether Lord Corn- 
wallis will think himself well freed from-his engagement 
and at liberty to exercise his military employments, by vir- 
tue of any concessions in his favour, made by persons who 
are not vested with authority for that purpose. ‘So that 
on the whole perhaps the best and surest way will be our 
writing immediately to Congress, and strongly recommend- 
ing the measure. However, I will do what you shall think 
best. | 

I heartily wish you success in any endeavours you may 
use in Holland for raising a loan of money. We have 
pressed rather hard on this court, and we still want more 
than they can conveniently spare us. But I am sorry that 
too scrupulous a regard to our wants and difficulties should 
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induce you under the present infirmity of your lower limbs, 
to deny yourself the necessary comfort of an easy carriage, 
father than make any use of the public assistance, when 
the public must be in your debt. I beg you would get 
over that difficulty and take of me what you may have OCr 
casion for, 

‘The letter you forwarded to me, was from Amevicw’ . 
constant friend the good Bishop of St. Asaph. He speaks 
of you in terms of the highest esteem and respect. 

Mr. Oswald is gone back to London, but intended to 
return immediately. Mr. Grenville remains here, and has 
received power to treat, but uo farther steps can be taken 
till Spain and Holland have impowered ministers for the 
same purpose, I shall inform you and Mr. Adams (if he 
does not come) of the proceedings from time to time, and 
request your counsels in case of any difficulty, 

LT hope you will not think of hazarding a return to Americ 
ca, before a peace, if we find any hopes of its being soon. 
obtained. And that if you do not find you can be useful in 
the manner you wish in Holland you will make me happy 
by your company and counsels here. 

With great and sincere esteem, I have the honour ta 
hes juan &e. Ke, Ware B. Ee i 


“May 26, | received the following from Mr. Barley.) 


Reais KC Hartiey, Eso, M. P.:.T® De 

i FRANKLIN. it | 
My Dear Frienp, London, May 13) 1782. 

! » [writ to you along letter dated May 1, 1782, 

by My fi Laur ens who left Londén on Satarday last, but I 

will add a few. lines now by a conveyance which will I be- 
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lieve overtake him, just to tell you two or three things which 
I believe I omitted in my last. Perhaps they may not be 
of airy consequence, but as they relate to my own conduct I 
_would wish to have you understand them. After ‘several 
conferences with the late ministry i gave’ ‘in the paper 3 
called the breviate on the 7th of February : ‘but I never 
received any arswef from them. They resigned on the 
20th of March. Upon the accession of the dew ministry 
{ heard nothing from them tpon the subject ; nor did 1 
apply to them. L did not know whether that paper would 
hot Come into their hands by successiou, and I ‘doubted 
whether it might not be more proper for me to wait till I 
heard from them. While I'remained doubtful. about this, 
I received your letters which determined me to’ go to Lord 
Shelburne. (This was about the beginning of the present 
month.) 1 communicated to him some extracts such as 
those aboiit the prisoners, &c.; and likewise the whole of 
your letter of the 15th of AG: containing the offer of the 
late ministry, the King of Fratice’s auswer, together with 
your reflections on the conclusion respecting peace. . As 
you had given mie a general permission I left with him a 
copy of the whole letter. Upon. the occasion of this in- 
terview Lord Shelburne told me that he had made much 
etiquiry in the offices for the correspondences and papers 
which had passed between the late ministry and me, but 
that he could not meet with them. He expréssed’a re- 
gret that he had not conversed with me at an earlier day ; 
with many civilities of that kind. In short I had been 
backward to intrude myself, and he expressed regret that 
he had not sent to me. Upon this opening on his part, I 
stated to him the substance of what had passed between 
the late ministry and myself, and I left a copy of the Bre- 
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viate with him. He gave me a very attentive audience, 

and I took, that. opportunity of stating my sentiments to 

him, as far as. L could, upon every view of the question. 

Upon his expressing regret that he had not seen me sooner, 

I told him that I always had been, and. always should be, 

most ready;to give any assistance in my power towards 

the work of peace. I say the same to you.. Ido not be- 

lieve that. there is any difference in sentiment between you 

and me personally, i in our Own minds upon independence, 

Se. &e. But we belong to different communities, and the 

right of judgment or of consent and dissent is yested m the 
community., Divide independence into six millions of 
shares, and you should have been heartily weleome to my 

share from the very beginning « of the war. . Divide Canada 

into six millions of shares, 1 could find a better method of 
disposing of my share, than by offering it to France to’ 
abandon, America. Divide the rock of Gibraltar into six 

millions of pieces, I can only answer for one portion, Let 

reason and equity decide in any such case, as _uniyersal 

umpires between contending parties, and those who wish 

_well to the permanent peace of mankind, will not refuse to 

give and to receive equal justice, 

. Tagree with you, that the equitable and Sih ce culties 
Aa of politics can alone ferm a solid foundation of 
permanent peace, and that the contraries to them, though 
highly patronized by nations themselves, and their minis~ 
ters, are no better than vulgar errors. .But nations are 
slow. to conviction from the personal arguments of indivi- 
duals. T hey are “ jealous in honour, seeking that bubble 
reputation even in the cannon’s mouth.” But until a con- 
firmed Millennium founded upon. wiser principles shall be 
generally established, the reputation ,of nations, is. not; 
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merely a bubble. , It forms their real security. To apply 
this all in/one word, let all nations agree with ¢ one accord 
to beat their swords into plough-shares, _ and their spears 
into pruning hooks—or—give me wooden walls to Great 
Britain.. I have nothing farther to add. My _reason for 
writing this was just to communicate to you, in what posi- 
tion I had delivered over my conference and arguments 
with the late ministry into the hands of the present. And 
I will conclude with your own words: may God send us 
all more wisdom. J! am ever most affectionately yours, 

; D. Hartey.. 


Ps. « May 17, 1782. Since writing the above, I 
have likewise Het a copy of the enclosed peeliminauids with 


Lord Shelburne.’ 


- 


y 


May, 1782. 
PRELIMINARIES. 


. That the British troops shall be rap pag fom the 
hte provinces of North America, and a truce made 
between Great Britain and the said provinces, for 
a (Suppose ten or twenty years.) 

2. “ That a negociation for peace shall bond fide be 
opened between Great Britain and the allies of America. 
3 “If the proposed negociation between Great Britain 
and the allies of America, should not succeed SO far as to 
produce peace, but that war should continue between the 
said parties, that America should act and be treated as a 
Coy nation. _ 

. © That, whenever peace s shall take place between Gieeat 

Baten and the allies of ‘America, the truce betw een Great 
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Britdin’ and America shall be converted into a perpetital 
peace. The independence of America shall be admitted 
‘and guaranteed by Great Britain, ‘id a commereral tieaty 
o between them. 7 | 

- That these propositions shall be midi to the court 
af Pied for communication to the American commis- 
_ Sioners, and for an answer to the court of Great sith ge 


‘The same day Mr. Grenville re me. Hd" Gol 
quaimted me that his courier was returned, and had brought 
him full powers to treat fora peace with France and her 
allies. That he had been to Versailles and had shown his 
power to M. de Vergennes, and left a copy with him. 
That he had also a letter of credence which he was not to 
deliver ’till France should think fit to send a minister of 
the same kind to London; that M.de Vergennes had told 
him he would lay it belts the King, and had desired to 
see him agam on Wednesday. That Mr. Oswald had 
arrived in London about an hour before the courier came 
away. That Mr. Fox in his letter had ‘charged him to 
thank me for that which I had written, and to tell me he 
hoped I would never forget that he and I were of the same 
country. I answered that I should always esteem it an 
honour to be owned as a countryman by Mr. Fox. He 
had requested at our last interview that if I saw no impro- 
priety in doing it, Y would favor him with a sight of the 
, treaty of alliance betw een, France and America. | y ac- 
quainted him that it was printed, but if he ‘could not rea- 
dily meet with a copy, I would have one written for him. 
And as he had not been able to find one, | this day gave it 
to him. He lent me a London Gazette, containing Admi- 
ral Rodney’ s account of his victory over ™. de Grater, 
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and the accounts of other successes in the East Indies, as- 
suring me however that those events made not the least 
change in the sincere desire of see court to treat for 
peace. | 

In the afternoon the Magus de la Fayette called upon 
me. I acquainted him with what Mr. Grenville had told 
me respecting his confidential letter, and the expectation 
that a person on the part of this court would be sent to 
London with a commission similar to his. ‘The Marquis 
told.me that he was on his way to Versailles, and should 
see M. de Vergennes. We concluded that it would now 
be:proper for him to make the proposition we had before 
talked of, that he should be the person compere in that 
_ service. 
On Monday the o7th I received: a letter from Mr. Jay 
_ dated-the Sth, acquainting me, that He had received mine 
‘of the 21st and 22d past, and had concluded to set out for 
Paris about the 19th, so that he aay be aL is a in a few 
days.- 

dined this day with Count @Estaing, and a site bes of 
brave marine officers that he had invited. _We were all a 
little dejected and chagrined with the news. _ I mentioned 
by way of encouragement the observation of the Turkish 
Bashaw who was taken with his fleet at Lepanto by the 
Venetians. ‘ Ships,” says he, “are like my master’s 
beard, you may cut it, but it will grow again. He has cut 
off from your government all ian ‘Morea,’ which is like a 
limb that you will never recover.” | And his pagans <n 
true. - | 

On Tuaiclan I dint at Pati. with some friends; 80 
wes not at home when. the Marquis de la Fayette called to 
acquaint me, that M. de V. informed him that the full 

Vou. II. N 
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power received by Mr. Grenville from London, related to. 
France ouly. ‘The Marquis left for me this in Ponies , 
which I could not understand. . . | 

On Wednesday I was at court and saw the copy of, the 
power. It appeared full with regard to. treating with 
France, but mentioned not a word of her allies. And as 
M. de Vergennes had explicitly and constantly from the 
beginning declared to the several messengers, Mr. Forth, 
Mr. Oswald, aud Mr. Grenville, that France could only 
treat in concert with her allies, and it had in consequence 
been declared on the part of the British ministry, that they 
consented to treat for a general peace, and at Paris, . the 
sending this partial power appeared to be invidious, and.a . 
mere invention to occasion delay, the late disaster to the 
French fleet having probably given the court of England 
fresh courage, and other views. M.de Vergennes said he 
should see Mr. Grenville on Thursday, and would speak 
his mmd to him on the subject very plainly. “They 
want,” says he, “ to treat with us for you; but this the 
King will not agree to. _He thinks it not consistent with 
the dignity of your state. You will treat for yourselves: 
and every one of the powers at war with England will 
make its own treaty. All that is necessary to be observed 
for our common security is, that the treaties go hand in 
Habe and are signed all on the same day.” ‘3 

» Prince Bariatinski, the Russian ambassador, was. per 
ee civil to me this day at court; apologized for what 
had passed relating to the visit, expressed himself ex- 
tremely sensible of my friendship. in covering the, affair, 
which might have occasioned’ to” him very disagreeable 
consequences, &c. The Comte du» ‘Nord came ‘to’ M. 
de Vergenues’s while we were taking coffee after dinner. 
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He appears lively and active. There was an opera at 
night ‘for’ his entertainment. The house being richly 
finished with abundance of carving and gilding, well illu- 
minated with wax tapers, and the company all superbly 
dressed, many of the men in cloth of tissue, and the ladies 
sparkling with ‘diamonds, formed altogether the most 
splendid spectacle my eyes ever beheld. : 
Thad some little conference to-day with M. M. "Bae! 
kenrede, Wanderpierre, and Boeris, the ambassadors of 
Holland, and the agents of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany. ‘They informed me that the second letter of Mr. 
Fox to the mediating minister of Russia, proposing a se- 
parate peace with Holland, made no more impression than 
the first, and no peace would be finde but in concurrence 
with France. : 
‘The Swedish minister told me, he expected orders from 
his court’ relative to a treaty, &c. . 
‘E’had at our last interview given Mr. Grenville a ren- 
dezvous for Saturday morning, and having some other en- 
gagements for Thursday and Friday, though I wished to” 
‘speak with him on the subject of his power, I did not go 
to him, but ‘waited his coming to me on Saturday: On 
Friday May 31, Mr: Oswald called on me, béiig just re- 
turned,‘and ‘brought me the following’ letter from D. 
Hartley, Esq. and two letters from Lord Shelburne, :the 
first'of mee ~ been: written slngsnesa Mr: 0. S esate in 
Leatienet iby sa glows.. 0s We. (BO Fil 26 
ame! Meena rh? hein s, ia, HU. .od, Qittaes ats it 
Frow'DavieHartiey, Esq: M. P. 70° DSH 
ofa dass tase “yew, oBRanxuins By ih ih, 
My pear Fritnn, ~~ London, p Heda 9788: 
saeorh son) Yours of the 18th mstant I received:by Mr. | 
Oswald. I did not doubt but that the news of a general 
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and. absolute release of the American prisoners. ‘which 
Lord Shelburne was so good to communicate to me, in 
answer to that part of your letter of the 5th of April, in 
which you speak so pathetically of sweet reconciliation,. 
would give you much sincere and heartfelt pleasure. God 
send that it may be the happy omen of final reconciliation 
and durable peace. I should be very happy to hear that 
good news -from you, and in any way to contribute to ‘it. 
Having on that subject communicated the preliminaries 
dated: May, 1782, to Lord Shelburne, you may be assured 
that I have no reservations upon that head respecting 
America, in any circumstances or condition whatever. 
You know all my thoughts upon that subject, and the 
principles upon which they-are founded, and therefore that 
they are not changeable. 

At would give me the greatest pleasure if I could Kise 
for any opportunity of seeing you. I could say many 
things which are otherwise incommunicable, and which 
perhaps would contribute to facilitate the road to peace. 
{ think I see, in many parts, much matter to work with, 
out‘of which a peace, honourable to all parties, and upon 
durable principles, might be established.— No degrading 
or mortifying conditions, to shorten peace and rekindle 
‘war. Perhaps I might not say too much if I were to add 
that simply the adoption of reason among nations, and the 
"mere rectification of obsolete and gothic absurdities, which 
“carry 1 no gratification, would afford a fund of remuneration 
to all parties for renouncing those objects of mutual con- 
tention, which, in the eye of reason, are’ no better than 


creatiires a igi sii and’ false sii: Until the 
. ue . i faa Ya? B92" % J38 z 7: 


* See P.S. to D. Hartley’s Letter of May 17, 1782. . 
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principles of reason and equity shall be adopted in na- 
| tional transactions, peace will not be durable amongst 
grease? 

These are reflections general to all nations. As to the 
‘mutual concerns between G. B. and N. A.,” reconciliation 
is the touch-stone to prove those hearts which are without 
alloy. If I can be of any assistance to you in any com- 
munications or explanations conducive to peace, you may 
command my utmost services. Even if a French minister 
- were to overhear such an offer, let him not take it in 
jealous part. Zealously and affectionately attached to my 
own country and to America, I am nevertheless most per- 
fectly of accord with you, that justice and honour should 
be observed towards all nations. Mr. Oswald will do me 
the favour to convey this to.you. I heartily wish him 
success in his pacific embassy. Yours ever most affec- 
tionately, | | G. B. 


From Lorp Sneisuene, to B. Franxuin, Esg. 
eek _ Whitehall, May 21, 1782. 

T am honoured with your letter of the Lith 
instant, and am very glad to find, that the conduct which 
the king has empowered me to observe towards Mr. 
Laurens and the American prisoners, has given you plea- 
SUE, 
_ -Thaye. signified to Mr. Oswald. his Majesty’s pleasure, 
that. he shall’ continue at Paris till he receives orders from 
hence to return. 


* ¥ Initials for Great Britain, and North America, and sometimes 
used as signatures by Mr. Hartley and Dr. Franklin in their cor- 
respondence. -———-—- 
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Tn the present state if this business there is nothing left 
for me to add but my sincere wishes for a happy tle, 
and to repeat my assurances, that nothing shall be wanting ‘ 
‘on my part, which can contribute to it. - 
‘Thave the honour to be, with very great beguhSi, 
your ‘Na obedient humble servant, Suensuaye. | 
. b ABE OU. & at " ; ait ‘GPOAA Rp Be 
From Lage Suersunne ‘TO B. FRaNKLiy, Esq. 
RNC ene Ye “ | Whitehall, Aa, 26, 1782. 


I have the honour to receive your, letter of 
‘the 18th May by Mr. Oswald. | | 
, Tt gives me great pleasure to find. my opinion ar the 
moderation, prudence, and judgment of that gentleman, 
confirmed by your concurrence. For I am glad to assure 
you, that we likewise concur in hoping that those qualities 
may enable him to contribute to the speedy conclusion of 2 
peace, < and such a peace as may be firm and long lasting. 
In. that hope he has the King’s orders to return cre 
diately to Paris, and you will find him, I trust, properly 
instructed to co-operate to so desirable an object. _ 
I have the honour to be, with very sincere respect and 
esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, « 
SHELBURNE. | 


ow pe t ‘ 


He | had not then time to converse with Mr. Sawai ‘and 
ke promised to come and breakfast with meon Monday. 
Saturday, June Ist, Mr. Grenville came according. to 
appointment. Our conversation began by my acquainting 
him that 1 had seen M. de Vergennes, and had perused 
the copy left with him of the power to treat. E hat after 
what Mr. Grenville had told me, of its being to treat with 
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France and her allies, I was a little surprized to find in it 
no. mention of the allies, and that it was only to treat with 

, the king of, France and his ministers: that at Versailles 

there was some.suspicion of its being intended to occasion 

delay, the professed desire of speedy peace being perhaps 

abated in the British court since its late successes; but 

that I imagined the words relating to the allies might have 
been accidentally omitted in transcribmg, or that perhaps 

lie had a special power to treat with us distinct from the 
other. He answered, that the copy was right, and that 
he had no such special :power in form, but that his in- 
structions were full to ‘that purpose, and that he was sure 
the ministers had no desire of delay, nor any of excluding 

us from the treaty, since the greatest part of those in- 
structions related to treating with me, That to convince 
me of the’sincerity of his court respecting us, he would 
acquaint me with one of his instructions, though perhaps: 
the doing it now was premature, and therefore a little 
inconsistent with the character of a politician, but he: had 
that confidence in me, that he should not hesitate to inform 
me, (though he wished that at present it should go no far- 
ther) he was instructed to acknowledge the independence 
of America, previous to the commencement of the treaty. 
And he said, he could only account for. the omission of 
America in the power, by supposing that it was an old 
official form copied from that given to Mr. Stanley when 
he came over hither before the last peace. Mr. Grenville 
added, that he had, immediately after his interview with 
M. de Vergennes, dispatched: -a courier to London, and 
hoped that with his return the difficulty would be removed. 
‘That he was perfectly assured their late success had made 
no change: in the disposition of his court to peace; and 


200. PRIVATE*CORRESPONDENCE PART IfIs 


that he had. more reason. than .M. de Vergennes to. com-. 
plain of delay, since five days were spent before he,could: 
obtain a passport for his courier, and then it was.not.to go. _ 
and. return by way-of Calais, but.to go by Ostend, which: 
would occasion a delay of five days longer. . Mr. Gren-. 
ville then spoke much of the high. opinion the: presenty 
ministry had of me; and their great esteem for. mes. their, 
desire of .a perfect reconciliation ‘between: the two coun-., 
tries, and the: firm and general: belief in. England, that no. 
man ..was.so capable. as myselfof proposing the proper, 
means of -bringing about such a ‘reconciliation 3) adding, 
that. if the old aninisters had formerly been too hittle atten=. 
tive..to my counsels, the present:were very differently, dis=: 
posed, and he hoped that in treating with them. [would 
totally: forget their predecessors. . The. time. has. beer: 
when ‘such flattering language from great men, might have: 
made me vainer, and had more effect.on my conduct, than: 
it can at present, when I find myself so near the end of 
life, as to esteem lightly all personal interests and concerns;: 
except thatiof ;maintaing to the last, and leaving: behind) 
me, the eon a character 1 have hitherto. sup 
ported. Seibel reno hy Mies tien prdiodi 

«Mr. G. en deca of our UN not to. treat: 
without our allies:’. This; says he, can properly only relate. 
to France, with whom you have a treaty: of :alhance; but. 
you have none ‘with Spain; you have none: with: Hollands 
if Spain and Holland, and ‘even if) France’ should «insist 
on unreasonable terms of advantage to themselves, after: 
vou have obtained all you want, andvare satisfied; can itibe: 
right that America should be dragged on in a war.ofwthew 
interests only? He:stated this matter in various:lights,and 
pressed it: earnestly... E:resolved:from various reasons to: 


PART III. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. © 201. 


. 
evade the discussion, therefore answered, that the intended © 
treaty not being yet begun, it appeared unnecessary to” 
enter at present into considerations of that kmd.~ ‘The 
preliminaries being once’settled and the treaty commenced, 
ifany of ‘the other powers’ should make extravagant’ de- 
mands ‘on England, and insist on our continuing the war 
till those were complied with, it would then’ be: time 
endugh for us to consider what our obligations were, and 
how far they extended.’ The first thing necessary was for 
hit!to p rocure the full powers, the next for us to assemble 
the plenipotentiaries: of all the belligerent’ parties, and 
then: propositions might be mutually made, ‘received, ‘con- 
sidered, answered, or agreed»to. In the’ mean ‘time? I 
would just mention to him, that though we were ‘yet under: 
no-obligations to Spain by treaty, we were’ under obliga?’ 
tions ‘of gratitude for the assistance she had afforded ‘us ;” 
and.as Mr: Adams had some weeks since commenced’ a 
treaty “in Holland, the terms of which I was not yet_ 
acquainted with, I knew not: but:that we might have ale 
ready some alliance and obligations contracted there. And 
perhaps. we ought however to have some consideration for 
Holland on this account ; that it was in vengeance for the 
friendly disposition shown by some of her people to make 
antreaty of commerce with us, that England had declared 
the war against her, . He said,.it would be hard upon 
England, if having given reasonable satisfaction to one or 
two of her four enemies, she could not have peace ‘with’ 
those till she had complied with whatever the others might 
demand; however -unreasonable; for so she might be 
obliged. to pay for every article four-fold. I observed that 
when she made her propositions, the more advantageous 
they were: to. each, the ‘more it would be the interest of 
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each to prevail with the others to accept: those offered: to 
them. » We then spoke of the reconciliation, but: his full 
power not being yet come, I chose to defer entering upon 
that. subject at: present... [ told him I; had thoughts of 
putting down in writing the particulars. that I judged 
would conduce to that end, and of adding: my reasons; 
thatithis required a little time and I had-been hindered by 
accidents, which was true, for I had begun to write,/ but 
had postponed it on account of his defective power to 
‘treat. “But 1 promised: to. finish it as soon: as possible. 
He. pressed me earnestly to do it, saying, an expression of 
mine in a former conversation, that) “ there still remained 
roots of good will in. America towards England, which if 
properly taken care of might produce a reconciliation,” 
~ had’made a great impression on his mind, and given ‘him 
infinite pleasure, and he hoped I: would not neglect fur- 
nishing him with the information of what would be neces 
sary to nourish those roots, and could assure me,’ inna one 
advice wouldwbe greatly: regarded: 8) hah es 
« Mr. Grenville: had) shown’ me at our last interview a 
letter from the Duke of Richmond to him, requesting him 
to prevail with me, to: disengage a Captain Macleod of 
the artillery from: his parole, the Duke’s brother, Lord 
George Lenox, being appointed to the command of ‘Portse 
mouth, and desirmg to have ‘him as his aide-de-camp. I 
had. promised. to consider of ate and ini eioetting Tsent him 
thé:followmgi letters i iho Ged bovleye pygmh vor : 
Jo phcih eeehieneus 4 iy ee le REG Hn ae Fle d eis 
ati Sian Giver iste oe May 31, 1782. # 
rel taba 1, dat mors a that LD have vany. express 
authority to absolve a parole given by-an English officer 
in America. » But desirous of complying ‘ith? ‘a request of 
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the Duke of Richmond as far as in my power, and being 
confident that: the. Congress will be pleased with whatever 
-may oblige a personage they so much respect, I do hereby 
-consent that Captain Macleod serve in his military capa- 
city, in England only, till the pleasure of the Congress is 
‘known, to whom [ will write immediately, and who I make 
no doubt will discharge him entirely. I have the honour 
eat Rewards deh is aba deel onde WAN BbNang 
America had been constantly befriended in pee ein 

in the Duke of Richmond, and I. believed the Congress 
‘would not be displeased that this opportunity was taken 
of obliging him, and that they would. by their approbation 
supply the deficiency of my power. Besides, I could not 
well refuse it after what had passed between Mr. Laurens 
and me, and what I had promised to do for the satisfac- 
tionof that gentleman. 

~y Sunday, June 2. The Sissies deola mii ‘piled 
and dined with me. He is uneasy about the delay, as he 
cannot ‘resolve concerning his voyage to America, till some 
certainty appears of there being a treaty, or no treaty, 
io This or I wrote the re letter to Mr, Adams. 


0° Bim, dtimetiad? of iain Thi 9, 1782. 

© bos Since mine of ‘habs 8, I have not had any 
thing material to: communicate to your Excellency. Mr. 
Grenville indeed arrived just after I had dispatched that 
letter, and I introduced him to M. de Vergennes; but as 
his mission séemed only a repetition of that by Mr. Os- 
wald, the same declarations of the King of England’s sin- 
cere desire of peace, and willingness to treat of a general 
pacification with all the powers at war, and to treat at 
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Paris, which were mineral by the same declarations of 
the good dispositions of this court; and that it could not 
treat without the concurrence of its allies, I omitted writ- 
ing till something should be produced from a kind of agree- 
ment, that M. de Vergennes would <acquaint’ Spain and 
Holland of the overture, and that Mr. Grenville would 
write for full powers to treat and make pr opositions, &e. 
nothing of importance being in the mean time to be trans- 
acted. 

Mr. Grenville accordingly dispatched a messenger for 
London, who returned in about twelve days. Mr. G. 
called on me after having been at Versailles, and acquainted 
‘me, that he had received the power, and had left a copy of 
it with M. de Ver gennes, and that he was thereby autho- 
rized to treat with France and her allies. The next time 
I went to Versailles I desired to see that copy, and was 
surprized to find in it no mention of the allies of France 
or any one of them; and on speaking with M. de Ver- 
gennes about it, I ‘end he began to look upon the whole 
as a piece of artifice to amuse us, and gain time, since he 
had uniformly declared to every agent who had appeared 
here, viz. to Forth, Oswald, and Grenville, that the King 
would not treat without the concurrence of his allies, and 
yet England had given a power to treat with France only, 
which showed that she did not intend to treat at all, but 
meant to contmue the war.. I had not till yesterday : an 
opportunity of talking with Mr. Grenville on the subject, 
and expressing, my wonder, after what he told me, that 
there should be no mention made of our states in his com- 
mission; he could not explain this to my satisfaction, but 
said he believed the omission was occasioned by their 
‘copying an old commission given to Mr. Stanley at the » 
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last treaty of peace, for that he was sure the intention was, 
that he should treat with -us, his instructions being fully to 
that purpose. I acquainted him that I thought a special 
commission ‘was necessary, without which we could not 
treat with him. “Timagine that there is a reluctance i in 
their King to take this first step, as the giving such a com- 
mission would itself be a kind of acknowledgment of our 
independence ; their late success against Count de Grasse 
may also have given them hopes that by delay, and more 
successes, they may make that acknowledgment and a 
peace less necessary. 

Mr. Grenville has written to his court for farther i in- 
structions. We shall see what the return of his couriers - 
will produce. If full power to treat with each of the 
powers at war against England does not appear, I i imagine 
the negociation will be broken off. 

~ Mr. G. in his conversations with me, insists much on 
our being under no engagements not to make peace with- 
out Holland. - [have answered that I know not but you 
may have entered into some, and that if there should be 
none, a general pacification made at the same time, would 
be best for us all; and that 1 believe neither Holland nor 
We could be prevailed on to abandon our friends. What 
happens farther shall be immediately communicated. Be 
pleased to present my respects to Mr. Laurens, to whom 
I wrote some days since. Mr. Jay I suppose is. on his 
way hither. With great respect, I have the honour to be, 
a your Excellency’s, &ce. &e. &e. B. FRANKLIN. 


On Monday. the 3rd, Mr. Oswald: came according to 
appointment. ‘He told me he had seen and had conversa- 
tions with. Lord Slielburne, Lord Rockingham, and Mr. 
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‘Fox. That their desire of peace continued uniformly the” 
same, though he thought some of them were a little too 
much elated with the late victory in the West Indies; and 
when observing his coolness they asked him, if he did not 
think it a very good thing ; yes, says he, if you do not rate 
it too high. He went on with the utmost frankness to tell 
me, that the peace was absolutely necessary for them. 
That the nation had been foolishly involved in four wars, 
and would no longer raise money to carry them on, so 
that if they continued it would be absolutely necessary to 
stop payment of the interest money on the funds, which 
would ruin their future credit. He spoke of stopping on 
all sums above 1000/. and continuing to pay on those 
below ; because the great sums belonged to the rich, who 
could better bear the delay of their interest; and the 
smaller sums to poorer persons, who would be more hurt, 
and make more clamour; and that the rich might be 
quieted by promising them interest upon their interest. | 
All this looked as if the matter had been seriously thought 
on: Mr. Oswald has an air of great simplicity and honesty, 
yet I could hardly take this to be merely a weak confes- 
sion of their deplorable state; and thought it might be 
intended as a kind of intimidation, by showing us that they 
had still that resource in their power, which he said would 
furnish five millions a year. But he added, our enemies 
may now do what they please with us, they have the ball 
at their foot, was his expression, and we hope they will 
show their moderation, and their magnanimity.. He then 
repeatedly mentioned the great esteem the ministers had 
for me, that they with all the. considerate people. of Eng- 
land looked to and depended on me for the means of  ex- 
tricating the nation from its present desperate situation, 
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and that, perhaps no single man had ever m his. hands an_ 
opportunity of dog so much good, as | had at this pre- 
sent, with. much more. to that purpose : he then showed 
me a letter to him from Lord Shelburne, partly 1 suppose 
that 1 might see his Lordship’s opinion of me, which, as it 
has some relation to the negociation, is here inserted... He 
left it with me, requesting that I would communicate it to — 


Ma, Halpole. pep ygineliy gaplied 


oe 33 i) Whitehall, May 21, 1782... — 

_ It has reached me that Mr. Walpole esteems 

himself much injured by your going to Paris, and that he 
conceives it was a measure of mine intended to take the 
present negociation with the court of France out of his. 
hands, which he conceives to have been previously com- 
menced through his channel by Mr. Fox.. I must desire 
that you will have the goodness to call upon Mr. Walpole, 
and explain to him distinctly, how very little foundation 

there is for so unjust a suspicion, as I know of,no such » 
intercourse. Mr. Fox declares, he considered what had 
passed between him and Mr.,.W alpole, of a,.mere, private 
nature, not sufliciently. material to mention to the King ,or 
the cabinet, and will write to Mr. Walpole to explain, this 
distinctly te to him.* But if. you find the sei ad | 


Ae fRESeR 


* Since they “daticaliig of the first edition of this iii ae 
very, intimate friend of Mr. . Walpole’ s has suggested to the editor, | 
that Lord Shelburne must have been misinformed in regard, We 
Mr. W.'s ‘thinking himself aggrieved by Mr. Oswald’s mission, 
But that Mr. W. had’ been authorized by a- ‘Jetter from Mr. Fox to 
negotiate respecting‘a clair made by the French government in 
behalf of the:inhabitants of «Sti Eustatia, for a compensation for 
the merchandize, &c. of which they -had been plundered by Ad-' 


Le a 
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this 'kind has reached Dr. Franklin, or M. le. Comte de 
Vergennes, L. desire this matter may be clearly explained 
to both. 1 have too much friendship: for Dr. F ranklin, . 
and too much respect for the character of M. le Comte 
_de Vergennes with which I am perfectly acquainted, to be _ 
0 indifferent to the good. opinion of either, as to suffer 
them to believe me capable of an intrigue, where I have © 
both professed and observed a direct opposite conduct. 
In truth [ hold it m such perfect contempt, that however 
proud I may be to serve the King in my present station 
or.in any other) and however anxious I may be to serve 
my country, 1 should not hesitate a moment about retiring 
from any situation which required such services. But I 
“must, do the King the justice to say, that his Majesty 
abhors. them, and I need not tell you, that it is my fixed 
principle that no country in any moment can be advan- 
taged by them. I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, | SHELBURNE. 


is Richard eens am? 


i seid far hie of the titatty’s opinion of the: 
great service: it might be in my power to render, Mr. 
‘Oswald said he had told them in one of his conversations, 
that nothing was to be expected of me but consistence, 
- nothing unsuitable to my character, or inconsistent with 


miral, afterwards Lord Rodney. T, at.in Mr, Fox’ s latter (hick 
this friend actually saw) there wa general intimation of a’, wish 
for peace, but that Mr. W, did not consider himself as authorized . 
_ to take any step towards obtaining it; ‘and that he is confident 
he did not expect to be employed for the purpose which "occas 


sioned Mr, Oswald’s mission. ae 
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my aay; to ny country 2 tek ‘did not ask Hits the dwheag 
as if someting in inconsistent set my duty had | been talked 
of or proposed. + ORES cid ehh ob 

. Mr. Oswald also gave me a copy if a paper of memo~ 
randums written by Lord Shelburne, viz. ) oo 

1, That I am ready to’ banca more patculny 
with Dr. Franklin if wished. | 

Q. That the enabling act is passing with the insertion 
of commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald, and on 
our part commissioners will be named, or any character 
given to Mr. Oswald, which Dr. Franklin and he may: 
judge conducive to a final settlement of things between 
Great Britain and America. Which Dr. Franklin very. 
properly says requires to be treated in a very different. 
manner from the peace between Great Britain and France, 
who have been always at enmity with each other. » 

8. That an establishment for the loyalists must always 
\ be upon Mr. Oswald’s mind, as it is uppermost in Lord 

Shelburne’s, besides other steps in their favour, to ‘in- 
fluence the several States to agree to a fair restoration or 
“compensation for whatever confiscations have taken place. 

4. To give Lord Shelburne’s letter about Mr. Walpole 
to Dr. Franklin. 

On perusing this paper, I povaliatdis that a bill had 
been some time since proposed i in parliament to enable his 
Majesty to conclude a peace or truce with the revolted 
- Colonies in America, which I supposed to be the enabling? 
bill mentioned; that had hitherto slept, and not having: 
been passed was perhaps the aie reason why the colonies 
__ were not mentioned in Mr. G.enville’s commission.» Mr, 

- Oswald thought it likely, aw said that the words “ inser- 
Vot. IL: O 


* 
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tion of | commissioners recommended by Mr. Oswald ”, 
related to his advising an express mention in the pill of 
the commissioners appointed by congress to treat of peace, 
instead of the vague denominations of any person or per- 

sons, &c. in the first draft of the bill. As to the loyalists, 

I repeated what I said to him when first here, that their 

estates had been confiscated by the’ laws made in the pat 
ticular States where the delinquents had resided, and not. 
by any. law of congress, who indeed had no power either 
to make such laws, or to repeal them, or to dispense with 

them, and therefore could give no power to their commis 
sioners to treat of a restoration for those people : that it, 
was an affair appertaining to each State. That if Se 
were justice in compensating them, it must be due from, 
England rather than from America ; but in my opinion, 
England was not urider any very great obligations to them, 
since it was by their misrepresentations and bad counsels 

that she had been drawn into. this miserable. war, And 

that if an account was to be brought against us for their 
losses, we should more than balance it, by an account, of | 
the ravages they had committed all along the coasts of 
America. Mr. Oswald agreed to the ‘reasonableness ‘of | 
all this, and said he had, before he came away, told the 
ministers, that he thought no recompence, to those people 

was to be expected from us; that he had also, in “couse- 
quence of our former conversation on that subject, given 
it as his opinion that Canada should be given up to the 
United States, as it would pr event the occasions of future 
difference, and as the government of such a country. was 
worth nothing, and of no. importance if they ‘could have 
there a free c commerce ; - that the Marquis of Rockingham 
and Lord Shelburne, thougli they spoke reservedly, did 
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tuidk seems very averse ‘to it: but’ that “Mr. “Fox seemed. 
startled at the proposition. He» was, however, not with- 
out hopes that it would be agreed to, ir 
We now came to another article of the. note, wiz. *€ Gn 
our part commissioners, will be named, or any character 
given to “Mr. Oswald which Dr. Franklin and. he may 
judge conducive to a final settlement of things between 
Great Britain and America.” This he said was left en- 
tirely to me, for he had no will i in the affair; he did not 
desire to be farther concerned than to see it en train; he 
had no personal views either of honour or profit. He 
had now seen and conversed with Mr. Grenville, thought 
him a very sensible young gentleman, and very capable of 
the business ; he did not therefore see any farther occa- 
sion there was for himself ; but if I thought otherwise, 
and conceived he might be farther useful, he was content 
to give his time and service in any character or manner [ 
should think proper. I said his knowledge of America, 
where he had lived, and with every part of which and of 
its commerce and circumstances he, was well acquainted, 
made me think that in persuading the ministry to things 
reasotiable relating to that country, he could speak or write 
with more weight than Mr. Grenville, and therefore I 
wished him to continue in the service: and I asked him 
whether he would like to be joined in a general commis- " 
sion for treating with all the powers at war with England, b 
or to. have a special commission to himself for treating 
with America only: he said he did not chuse to be con- 
cerned in treating with the foreign pow ers, for he was not — 
sufficiently a master of their ae or of the. French lan. ’ 
guage, which probably would be used in tr eating ; if there- 
fore he accepted of any commission it should be that of 
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treating with America. I told him I would write to Lord 
Shelburne on the subject, but Mr. Grenville having some 
timié-since dispatched a courier (partly on account of the 
‘eoiimission,) who was not yet returned, [ thought it well 
‘to wait a few days till we could see what answer he would 
‘bring, or what measures were taken ; this he approved of. 
The truth is, he appears so good and so reasonable a man, 
‘that ‘though I have no objection to Mr, Grenville, I 
‘should be'loth to lose Mr. Oswald. He seems to have 
nothmg: at heart but the good of mankind, and putting a 
Stop to mischief; the other, a young statesman, may be 
supposed to. bike naturally a little ambition oF recom- 
‘mending himself as an able negociator. ‘ 
“In the afternoon Mr. Boeris of Holland, called on me 
and acquainted me that the answer had not yet been given 
to the last. memorial from Russia, relating to the media- 
tion; but it was thought it would be in respectful terms 
to thank her imperial Majesty for her kind offers, and to 
‘represent the propriety of their connection with France in 
endeavours to obtain a general peace, and that they con- 
ecived it would be still more glorious for her Majesty to 
employ her influence in procuring a general, than a partial 
pacification. Mr. Boeris farther informed me, that they 
were not well satisfied in Holland with the conduct of 
‘the Russian court, and suspected views | of continuing the 
war for particular purposes. | 
Tuesday, June 4. I received another packet from Mr: 

Hartley. “It consisted of duplicates of the former letters 
and papers already inserted, and contained nothing new 
but the following letter from Colonel Hartley, his ae 
wiz.) : 
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Dear Sir, Soho Square, May 24, 1782. 
It is with the greatest pleasure I take up 

my pen to acknowledge your remembrance of me in yours 
to my brother, and to thank you for those expressions. of 
regard which I can assure you are mutual. .My brother 

_ has desired me to-copy some letters and papers by way of 
sending you duplicates. I am particularly happy at the 
employment, because the greatest object: of my: parlia- 
mentary life has been -to co-operate with him in .his 
endeavours to put a period to this destructive war, and 
forward the blessed work of peace. I hope to see him 
again in that situation where he can so well serve his 
country with credit to himself, and while I have the honour 
of being in parliament, my attention will be continued to 
promote the effects, which will naturally flow from those 
principles of freedom and universal philanthropy you have 
both so much supported. While I copy his words, my 
own feelings and judgment are truly in unison, and I have 
but to add the most ardent wish that peace and happiness 
may crown the honest endeavours towards so desirable an 
end. mi am, dear Sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, 


yours sincerely, _ W..4H. Hartuey. 
_, Dr. Franklin, al: 


| east Je une 5. Mr. Oswald called again to 
acquaint me that Lord Cornwallis being very anxious to 
be discharged from his parole as soon as possible, has sent 
me a Major Ross hither to solicit it, supposing Mr. 
Laurens might be here with me. Mr. Oswald told me, 
what I had not before heard, that Mr. Laurens. while 
prisoner in the Tower, had proposed obtaining the dis- 
charge of Lord Cornwallis in exchange for himself, and 
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had dnrjhnided to use his utmost endeavours to that purpose, 
in case hé was set at liberty, not doubting the success, I 
communicated to Mr. Oswald what had already passed be- 
tween Mr. Laurens and me respecting ' Lord ‘Cornwallis ; 
which appears ‘in the preceding letters, and told’ him, I 
should have made less difficulty about the discharge of his 
parole, if Mr. Laurens had informed me of his being set 
at liberty in consequence of such an offer and promise ; 

and I wished ‘him to state this in a letter’ to me, that it 
might appear for my justification in what I might’ ‘with 
Mr. Laurens doin the affair; and that he would procure 
fot me from Major Ross a copy of the parole,’ that I 
maight be better acquainted with ‘the nature of it. He ae- 
cordingly in the afternoon sent me the following letter. - 
Sra, i aa Paris, Neen & asi pit 


2 : 08 SOW hile Mr "Labréhs’ Was" ‘under confine- 
ment it in ‘England, ‘he promised, that on condition of his be- 
ing liberated upon his parole, he would apply | to ‘you for 
an exchange in’ favour of my Lord Cornwallis, by a‘dis- 
charge of his Lordship’ s granted upon the surrender of his 
gart ison at the village of York in Virginia: and, in casé of 
your being under any difficulty in making such exchange, 
he undertook to write to the Congress, and to request it of 
that Assembly ; ; making no doubt of pli a Sa 
able answer without loss of time. © | * 

This proposal, signed by Mr. ‘Laurens’s hand, ‘I carried 
and delivered, I think, in the month of December last, to 
his M: ajesty’ 's then Secretaries of State, which was duly at- 
tended to ; ; and i in consequence thereof, Mr. Laurens was 
soon after set at full liberty. And though not a prisoner 
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under parole, yet it is to be hoped a variation in the mode 
of discharge will not be supposed of any essential diffe- 
rence. | 

“And with velpct f to Mr. Hagens L am ‘antletied he in 
consider himself as much interested in the success of this 
‘application as if his own discharge had been obtained un- 
der the form as proposed by the representation which. I 
‘delivered to the Secretaries of State ; and I make no doubt 
will sincerely join my Lord Cornwallis i m an ackhowledg- 
ment of your favour and good offices i in granting his Lord- 
ship a full discharge of his parole abovementioned, | ‘I 
have the honour to be, with much respect, Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, __ Ricuarp OswALp.. 


Fo. pe Major Ross has got no copy of Lord Corn- 
‘wallis’s parole. He pays it was in the common form, as a 
like cases. ) oc. eae 
| Since writing the above, 1 recollect I was under a mis- 
take, as if the proposal of exchange came first from Mr. 
Laurens ; “whereas it was made by his Majesty’ 8 Secreta- 
ties of State to me, that Mr. ‘Laurens should endeavour to 
procure the exchange of Lord Cornwallis, so as to be dis- 
charged himself. Which proposal I carried to Mr. Lau- 
rens, and had from him the obligation abovementioned, 
ten which me mode of his discharge, was 8 settled. 

Yo) ysieg | | OR ie) 


‘To the foregoing I wrote this answer. . 
Sik, pes r acts Passy, June 6, 1782. 
ea, received the letter you did me the honour 


of writing tom me, respecting the parole: of Lord Cornwallis. 


% 
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You are acquainted, with what I;wrote some time. since to. 
Mr.. Laurens. _ To-morrow is. post day from. Holland, 
when possibly I may receive an answer, with a paper 
drawn up by him for the purpose of discharging that pa- 
role, to be signed by us jointly. I suppose the staying. at 
Paris another day will not be. very, inconvenient to,.Major. 
Ross); and if I do, not hear to-morrow from Mr., Laurens, 
E will immediately, in, compliance with your request, do. 
what I can towards the liberation of Lord Cornwallis, I 
have the honour to be, with. great respect, Sip odie 
obedient humble servant, . babi o 
B. Oswald, Esguicy ath ah onigicnr th B. FRANELIN:, i 
Friday, June 1. Peso: Ross pai upon, me, to thank 
me for, the, favourable intentions I had expressed, im my 
letter to Mr. Oswald respecting Lord Cornwallis, and to 
assure, me his Lordship would for ever remember it with 
gratitude, . &e, J told him it, was our duty to alleviate as 
much as. we could the calamities of war; “that if expected 
letters from. Mr. Laurens: relating to the affair, after, the 
receipt of which [ would immediately complete it. Or if 
I did not hear from. Mr. L. I would speak to the Marquis 
‘de la Fayette, get his SBREROEAR: and finish it without 
farther waiting. These 
| ‘Saturday, June 8, I pee some 2 newspapers. from 
England, in one of whieh | is the following paragraph. 


Extract ‘or the London’ Evening Post of May 30, 1782. 


i. AE. “reports: on the spot speak truth, Mr. Grenville, 
in his first visit to Dr. Franklin, gained a considerable 
point of information as to the powers. America had retained 
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for treating separately with. Great peers mm case | te 
claims or demands were granted... 

The treaty of February 6, 1778, was made the.basis of 
this conversation; and by the spirit and meaning of this 
treaty, there is no obligation on America not to treat sepa- 
rately for peace, after she is assured England will grant her 
independence, and.a free commerce with all the world. _ 

- The first article of that: treaty engages America and 
France to be bound to each other as long as czrcumstances 
may require; therefore the granting America all that she 
asks of England, is breaking the bond by which the cur- 
cumstances may bind America to France. | 

'The-second article says, the meaning and iieed. end of 
the alliance is, to’ ensure the freedom and independence of 
America. Surely, then, when freedom and independence 
are allowed by Britain, America may or may not, as she 
chuses, put an end to the present war between England 
and America, and leave France to war on through all her. 
mad projects of reducing the power and greatness of 
England, while America feels herself posited of what 
she wishes. Ym cael Ot Py MN Ya oe 

By the eighth atticlé of the treaty, neither Thesis or 
America can conclude peace without the, assent of the 
other ; and they engage not to lay down their arms, until 
_ the independence of America is acknowledged; but this 
article does not exclude America from entering into a se- 
parate treaty for peace with England, and evinces more 
strongly than the former article, that America may enter 
into a separate treaty with England, when she is convinced 
that England has insured to P Ath all that she can reason- 
aby ash l ind gidey ey nor | 
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ol conjecture that this must ‘be’ an ‘extract from’ ‘letter 
of Mr. Grenville’s, But'it’ catries an’ appearance’ as if he 
and I had agreed in these imaginary ‘discourses’ of Anieri- 
ca’s being at liber ty to make peace without France; Ke. 
Whereas my whole’ discourse ‘in ' the: strongest terms ‘de- 
clared our deter minations tothe ‘contrary, and’ thie”imipos- 
sibility of our acting not only ‘contrary’ to” the’ ‘treaty, ‘bit 
the: duties ‘of gratitude and honour;’ of ‘which nothing is 
mentioned: 'T his young ‘negociator® seems ‘to value ‘him- 
self on having obtained from me’a copy ‘of thé'treaty. | 
ote ithim cal at his a it re not nae” much’ 
invdesticaay Hipdves ‘goon after it was made ; re at ‘Lahtion 
in Almon’s!Remembrancer, which I thie? he did not 
know'y°and’ afterwards in ‘a collection of the Ameridan 
Constitutions ‘published’ by’ order of ‘Congress.’ As such 
imperfect accounts of our ‘conversations find their way ‘into 
the® English’ papers; PF must" oo to this 4 rhe goin of its 
ve hg Had ATO WAY Cig i is 
Sunday, June 9. Dr Biticroft wieidy fitimatety’ ‘ae- 
quainted with Mr. Walpole, I this day gave’ ‘him Lord 
Shelburne’s letter‘to ‘Mr. ‘Oswald; requesting’ lewould 
communicate it'to that gentleman. ’ Dr: Bancroft said “it 
was: pi a _— ie 90 wit Lia ke Exipetoy wish bial €on- 
a peace liter Helfand that: England might be’ better se 
to continue it against France'and Spain! | 
“The Marquis de ‘la ‘Fayette’ having proposed 't to call’On 
me to-day; I kept back the’ ‘discharge of Lord ’ ‘Cortiwallis, 
which was written and ready, desirmg to have his appro- 
bation to it, as he had in a former eonversation advised. it. 
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He, did not come, but latein the evenmg sent me a note 
acquainting, me, that, he had ,been.prevented, by accom- 
panying the.Grand. Duke’ to the pret, but would break- 
fast with, me to-morrow. morning. fleets deo 
.. This. day I received }a letter , fens Mn fee at 
St. Petersburgh, April. 29, in. which; is the. following, pas- 
sage. ,“¢ We. yesterday received. the. news that the States 
General had‘on the.19th of this month (N.S.) acknowledg- 
ed. the independence of the United States... ‘This event gave 
-a shock. here, and 1s. not well received, as they at least: pro- 
fess to Have flattered themselves that: the: mediation-would 
have prevented it, and. otherwise brought on a) partial 
peace, between Britain ,and Holland... This. :resent- 
ment) will not be"productive of any ill, consequences to: the 
Dutch, republic.” It is true, that while the war- continues 
Russia, feels a; greater demand. for, the naval. stores, and 
perhaps at ahigher'price: but is) it possible. that for such 
petty interests, mankind can wish. to. see. their neighbours 
destroy each other?. Or, has thé» project lately talked. of, 
some, foundation,,,that,Russia and the Emperor intend 
driving the Turks out, of Europe ; and do. they therefore 
wish, to.see, Fyance and Englandso weakened as, feel be 
unable to assist those people? | eae 

_Monday,, June 10. ; The Makquie de, ii Foal did not 
come till between 11 and,.12.) He brought with him. Ma- 
jor Ross. After breakfast he told me (Major Ross being 
gone into another room) that he had seen Mr. Grenville 
lately, who asked: him when he should go to:Aimerica. 
That, a i oclcoildien “ T have stayed here longer than I 


aise + The Graba Tha Bevcsaitessis clio at Paris, under the title of 
the Count du Nord. Afterwards the Emperor Paul, 
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should otherwise have done, that 1 might see whether we 
_-were to have peace or war, but as I see that the expecta- ) 
tion of peace is a joke, and that ‘you only amuse us with- 
out any real intention of treating; I think to stay no 
longer, but set out in a few days.” On which Mr. Grenville 
assured him, it was no joke, that they were very sincere in 
their proposal of treating, and that four or five days would 
convince the Marquis of it. The Marquis then spoke to 
me. about a request of Major Ross’s in behalf of himself, 
Lord Chewton, a lieutenant-colonel, and Lieutenant Hal- 
dane, who were aids-de-camp to Lord Cornwallis, that 
they too might be set at liberty with him. I told the 
Marquis that he was better acquainted with the custom 
in such cases than I, and being himself one of the Gene- 
rals to whom their paroles had been given, he had more 
right to discharge them than I had, and that if he judged it 
a thing proper to be done, I wished him to doit. He 
went to the bureau, saying, he would write something, 
which he accordingly did. But it was not as T expected, 
a discharge that he was to sign, it was for me to ‘sign. 
And the Major not liking that which I had‘ drawn for Lord 
Cornwallis, because there was a clause in it, reserving to 
Congress the approbation or disallowance of my act, went 
away without taking it. Upon which | the next morning 
wists the uate to Mr. Oswald. 


7 ot ee Shae + .' Passy, June ll 1782, 

4 fied MO) wt did intend to have waited orf” you this 
morning to inquire after your health, and deliver the en- . 
closed: paper. relating to the parole of Lord: Cornwallis, 
but being obliged to go to Versailles, 1 must postpone my 
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visit till to-morrow. I do not conceive that I have any 
authority in virtue of my office here to absolve that parole 
in any degree : I have therefore endeavoured to found it 
as well as I could on the express power given me by Con- 
gress ‘to exchange General Burgoyne for Mr. Laurens. A 
reservation is made, of confirmation or disapprobation by 
Congress, not from any desire in me to restrain the entire 
liberty of that General ; but because T think it decent and 
my duty to make such reservation, and that L might other- 
wise be blamed as assuming. a power not given me, if ‘3 
undertook to discharge absolutely a parole ; given to Con- 
gress, without any authority from them for so doing. 
With great esteem and respect, 2 have the honour to be, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, § B.F RANKLIN« , 
I have received no answer from Mr. Laurens. , ay 


The following as the paper 7 mentioned in the above letter. 


© The Congress having, by a resolution of the 14th 
of June last, empowered me to offer an exchange of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne for the honourable Mr. Laurens, then a 
prisoner in the Tower of London, and whose liberty they 
much desired to obtain; which exchange, though pro- 
posed by me according to the said resolution, had not been 
aceepted or executed, when advice was received that Ge- 
neral Burgoyne was exchanged in virtue of another agree- 
ment ; and Mr. Laurens having thereupon proposed ano- 
ther Lieutenant-General, viz. Lord Cornwallis, ‘as an ex- 
change for himself, promising that if set at liberty he would 
do his utmost to obtain a confirmation of that proposal : 
and Mr. Laurens being soon after discharged, and having 
since urged me earnestly in several letters, to join with him 
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in absolving the parole of that General, which appears to. 
bea thing just and equitable in itself, and for the honour 
therefore of our country; I do hereby as far as in my 
power lies, in virtue of the above-mentioned resolution or 
otherwise, absolve and discharge the parole of Lord Corn- 
wallis given by him in Virginia; setting him at entire 
hiberty to act in his civil and military capacity until the 
pleasure of Congress shall be known, to whom is reserved 
thé ‘confirmation or disapprobation of this discharge, i in 
case they have made, or shall intend to make a different 
disposition. Given at Passy, this 9th day of Ju une, 1788. 
_ Gigned) Faded mee ha 5 Hae hc woh 4 Roe Maio 


Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States 
» of America, at the Court of France.” 20 


Rags 9 EEE hy 
Ve pane fans oe 


“T did not well Binirenend the Major’s conduct in ‘Te- 
fusing this paper. He was come express from London to 
solicit'a discharge of Lord Cs parole. He had said that” 
his Lordship was very anxious to obtain that discharge, be- 

ing unhappy in his: present situation. One of his. objec- 
tions to it was, that his ‘Lordship with such a limited ‘dis- 
' charge of his parole could not enter into foreign service. 
He declared it was not his Lordship’ S ‘intention to ‘return 
to Aimerica. He would not accept the paper, ‘unless. ‘the 
reservation was omitted. I did not chuse to make the al- 
teration; and so he left it, not well pleased with me. 

- This'day, T uesday, June 11, I was at. ‘Versailles’ ‘and 
had a ‘good deal of conversation with M.de Rayneval, ‘Se- 
cretary td the Council.” I showed him ‘the letters T had 
received by Mr.*°Oswald from Lord Shelbume, and re- 
lated all the consequent conversation Thad with ‘Mr. Os- 
wald.’ I related to him ‘also the conversation I had had 
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wita Mr. Grenville. _ We concluded that the reason of his 
courier not being returned might be the. formalities occa- 
sioning delay in passing the enabling, bill. 1 went. dowa 
with bm, to the. cabinet of M. de Vergennes, where all was 
repeated and explained. ‘That minister. seemed now to be 
almost persuaded that the English Court was,sincere in its, 
declarations of being desirous of peace. We.spoke of val 
its. attempts | to separate us, and of the. prudence of. our: 
holding together, and treating in concert. I made one re~ 
mark, that as they had shown so strong a desire of dis- 
uniting us, by large offers to each, particular power, plainly 
in the view of dealing. more advantageously with the rest ; 
and had reluctantly agreed to make a general treaty, it was 
possible that after making a, peace with all, they might 
pick out one of us to make war with separately. Against 
which project, I thought it would, not be amiss if, before 
the treaties of peace were signed, we who were at war; 
against. England, should enter into another treaty, engaging, 
ourselves that in such case we should again make it a com-. 
mon cause, and renew the. general war; which he seemed, 
to approve of. He read Lord Shelburne’s letter relating 
to Mr. Walpole, said that gentleman had attempted to, 
open a negociation through the Marquis de Castries, who: 
had told him he was come to the wrong house, and. should: 
go to M. de Vergennes ; ; but he never had appeared. 
That he was an intriguer, knew many, people about the, 
Court, and was accustomed to manage | his, affairs, by. hid-;. 
den round-about ways; ‘but, said he,‘ when people; | 
have any thing to propose that rdlatess to my: employment), 
I think they should come directly to me, my cabinetis. the:, 
place where such affairs are to, be treated.” On the, whole, " 
he seemed rather pleased that Mr. Walpole had not come 
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to him, appearing not to like him. I learnt that Mr. Jay 
had taken leave on the 7th past of the Spanish minister‘in 
order to come hither, so that he may be daily expected. 
But [ hear nothing of Mr. Laurens or Mr. Adams.” « 
Wednesday June 12. I visited Mr. Oswald this morn- 
‘ing.’ He said he had received the paper I sent him re- 
lating to the parole of Lord Cornwallis, and had by’con- 
versing with’ Major Ross convinced him of his error in're- 
fusing it. ‘That he saw I had done every thing that'coul 
-be fairly desired of me, and said every thing i in the paper, 
that‘could give weight to the temporary’ dischargé,and _ 
‘tend ‘to prevail with the Congress to confirm and naples } 
it: Major Ross coming in made an apology for not/hav- 
‘ing accepted it at first, declared his perfect satisfaction 
-with'it, and said’ he was’ sure’ Lord: Cornwallis: would be 
very sensible of the favour. He then mentioned’the’ cus- 
tom among military people, that in discharging the parole 
of a General, that of his Aid’s was discharged at the same 
time.’ »I answered that I was a+stranger to the ‘customs 
of'the army; that I had made the most of the authority I 
had for exchangmg General Burgoyne® by extending ‘it'as— 
‘a foundation for the exchange of Lord Cornwallis; but 
that I had no shadow of authority for going farther: that — 
‘the Marquis de la Fayette having been present when the 
‘parole was given, and one of the Generals who received it, 
was I thought more competent to the discharge: of it than 
myself, and I could do nothing in it. He went’ then’to 
the Marquis, who in the afternoon sent me‘the draft of a 
limited discharge which he should sign, but requested:my 
approbation of it, of which I made no difficulty ;:though I 
‘observed st had — into it ne it was ni omy advice: He 
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appears very prudently cautious of doing any thing that 
may ‘seem assuming a power that he is not vested with. 
Friday the 14th Mr. Boeris called agam, wishing to 
know if Mr. Grenville’s courier was returned, and whether 
the treaty was likely to go on. 1 could give him no infor- 
mation... He told me that it was intended in Holland in 
answer to the last Russian memorial to say,. that they 
could not now enter into a particular treaty with England, | 
that they:thought it ‘more glorious for her Imperial Ma- 
jJesty ‘to be the mediatrix m a general treaty, and wished 
her to name the place. I said to him, “ as you tell me 
their:H. M. are not well satisfied with Russia, and had 
rather avoid her mediation, would it not be better to omit 
the proposition at least of her naming the place, especially 
as France, and England, and America have already agreed 
to treat at Paris?’ He’ replied, ‘‘ it might a better, 
but,” said he, “ we have no politicians among us,” [ ad- 
vised him then to write, and get that omitted, as I un- 
derstood it would be a week, before the answer was con- 
cluded on. » He did. not seem: to think his writing would 
be:of much importance. -I have observed that) his col- 
league M. Vanderpierre has a greater re ” ~ ‘of his 
own influence and consequence. : 
Saturday 15th June. .Mr. Oswald came: to! saint 
with me. We. afterwards took a walk in the garden, when 
he told me Mr. Grenville’s courier returned ‘last night : 
that he had received by him a letter from Mrs. Oswald, 
but nota line from the ministry, nor had he heard:a word 
_ from them since his arrival ; nor had he heard of any news’ 
brought by the courier.. That he should have gone: to 
see Mr. Grenville this ‘moming, but had omitted it, that 
ae being. subject to moming head aches, which 
abd Hed bis oxtnncen 7 _ .p 
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prevented his rising so early. I said I supposed he would 
go to Versailles, and call on me in his return. We had 
but little farther discourse having no new subject. 

_ Mr. Oswald left me about noon, and soon after Mr. 
Grenville came, and acquainted me with the return of his 
courier, and that he had brought the full powers. That 
he Mr. G. had been at Versailles, and left a copy with . 
M. de Vergennes. That the instrument was in the same 
terms with the former, except that after the power to treat 
with the king of France or his ministers, there was an ad- 
dition of words importing a power to treat with the minis- 
ters of any other prince or state whom it might concern. 
That M. de Vergennes had_at first objected to these ge- 
néral words, as not being particular enough, but said he 
would lay it before the King, and communicate it to the 
ministers of the belligerent powers, and that Mr. Gren-— 
ville ‘should hear from him on Monday. Mr. Gren- 
ville added, that he had faufher informed M. de Vergennes 
of his being now instructed to make a proposition, as a 
basis for the intended treaty, to wit, the peace of 1763. 
That the proposition intended to be made under his first 
powers, ‘not being then received, was now changed, and 
instead of proposing to allow the independence of Ame- 
rica’6n condition of England’s beimg put into the situation 
she was in at the peace of 1763, he was now authorized to 
declare the independence of America previous to the 
_ treaty as’ a voluntary act, and to propose separately as a 
basis the treaty of 1763. This also M. de Vergennes un-" 
dertook to lay before’ the King, and communicate to me. 
Mr. Grenville*then’ said to me} he hoped all difficulties” 
_were now removed, and that we might proceed in’ the good 
work. I asked him, if the enabling bill was: passed. He 
said, No. It had passed the commons and had been once 
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read in the House of Lords, but was not yet completed. 
I remarked, that the usual time approached for the proro- 
gation of parliament, and possibly this business might be 
omitted, He said there was no danger of that, the par- 
liament would not rise this year till the middle of. July. 
The India affairs had put back other business, which must 
be done, and would require a prolongation of the session 
till that time. I then observed to him, that. though we 
Americans considered ourselves as a distinct independent 
power or state, yet as the British government had always 
hitherto affected to consider us only as rebellious subjects, 
and. as the enabling act was not yet passed, 1 did not 
! think it could be fairly supposed that his court intended by 
the general words any other prince or state to include a 
people, whom they did not allow to be .a-state; and.that 
therefore I. doubted the: sufficiency of his power as to treat- 
ing. with America, though. it might be good as to Spain 
and. ‘Holland. He replied, that he himself had no doubt 
‘. the sufficiency of his power, and was wilhing to act upon - 
oe then desired to have'a copy of the power, which he 
maith promised me. He would have entered into - 
conversation on the topic of. reconciliation, but I ‘chose 
still to wave it, till I should find the negociation more. cer- 
tainly commenced ; and I showed him, the London paper 
containing | the. article above transcribed . Pui that he might 
see how: our conversations were misrepresented, and. how. . 
hazardous it must be for me to make any’ propositions of, 
the kind at present. He seemed to treat the newspaper. 
lightly as-of no consequence ; but 1 observed that before 
he had finished. the reading of the article, he tumed_ to the 
beginning of the paper: 10, see the date, which made me 
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valinch sata he i sahellats it seucbes not have taken its 
tise from some of his letters... 4,4) - 
.»When-he-left.me I went to dine sath M. a veins 
Fess -had. invited. me to, meet.there. Mr. Walpole at his re- 
quest. . We shook. hands, and he observed that.it was near 
two. years since: we had seen each other. ‘Ehen stepping 
asides he thanked, me for having communicated .to him 
Lord. Shelburne’. 's letter to Mr. Oswald; thought it odd 
that Mr. Oswald-himself had wisiiabebe orate about. it ; 
‘said he had received a.letter from Mr. Fox upon the affair 
of St. Eustatia,:in which there were. some. general_words 
expressing a desire of peace ; that he had mentioned this 
to M. de Castries, who had referred him to M..deV er- 
gennes, but he did not think it a sufficient authority to go 
to that minister... It was known that he had business, with 
the minister of the marie on tlie other affair, and. therefore 
his-going to him was not taken notice of ; but if he had | 
goneto M. de Vergennes minister of foreign, affairs,.it 
would have occasioned speculation. and, much, discourse ; 
that. he had therefore avoided it. 7till he should. be. autho- 
rized, and had written accordingly to Mr. Fox, but,that in 
the mean time, Mr. Oswald..had been) chosen, upon, the 
supposition that he (Mr. Walpole) and I were at variance. 
. He spoke of Mr. Oswald as an odd kind of man, but; that’ 
_andeed his. nation were. generally odd people,. &c. .We 
dined: pleasantly together,,with . the. family, and parted 
agreeably without entering mto any, particulars of, the bu- - 
-siness,. Count d’Estaing was.at this dinner, and.I met.him 
“again in, the,evening, at.. Madame Bnilon’ Ste: There, i is at 
present among.the people much. censure,.of. Count, de 
Gragse’s conduct, and,a general wish, that ree d'Estaing 


PART 111]. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 229 


had the command in America. I avoid meddling, or even 
speaking” on the subject, as improper’ ii pei ae i 
much esteem that commander. | 

Sunday 16th I ‘heard nothing from: Peeauitles I re- 
eevee a letter from Mr, Adams acquainting’me he had 
drawn upon me for a quarter’s salary, which he hoped 
would be the last, as he now found himself in’ a way of 
getting some money there, though not much; I have nota 
line from Mr. Laurens which I wonder at. I received 
also a letter from Mr. Carmichael dated June 5th at Ma- 
drid. He speaks of Mr. Jay being on his, journey, and 
supposes he would be with me before that letter, so that L 
‘may expect him’ daily. We have nai ia for nce 
at Paris. | | Mb can OS 

~ Monday 17th I received a letter from Mr. Hodyeon 
acquainting me that the American prisoners ‘at Ports- 
‘mouth, to the number of 330, were all embarked on 
‘board the transports; that each had received twenty shil- 
lings worth of necessaries at the expence of government, 
and went on board in good humour. That contrary winds 
had prevented the transports arriving in time at Plymouth, 
but that the whole number now there of our’ people, 
‘amounting to 700 with those arrived from ati anuass 
‘be soon on their way homie. | oggque 
~<-Tn the evening the Marquis de la ‘Fayette came to see 
“me, and said he had seen’ M. de Vergénnes who was’sa- 
> tisfied with Mr. Greriville’s powers. He ‘asked me what 
I thought of them, and I told hin what I had said to Mr. 
~ Grenville ‘of. their. imperfection with respect to us. He 
~agreed'in opinion with me. I let‘ him know that I pro- 
posed writing to M. de Vergennes to-morrow. ‘He said 
he had signed the paper relating to’ Major Ross’s parole, 
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and hoped Congress would not take it. amiss ; and:added, 
that in conyersation with the Major, he had asked him; 
why. England was so backward. to make propositions? 
We are afraid, said the Major, of offering you more than 
you expect.or desire. 

7, find myself i in some. perplexity, avith ahd saad 
two negociators. . Mr. Oswald appears, to haye been the 
choice of Lord. Shelburne : Mr. Grenville that. of Mr. 
Secretary . Fox... Lord Shelburne is said to have lately ac- 
quired much | of the King’s confidence: Mr. Fox calls him- 
self the. minister of the people, and it is certain his popu- 
larity i is lately much increased. Lord S. seems to wish: ‘to 
have the management of the treaty; Mr. Fox seems to 
think it in his department. I hear that-the understanding 
between those ministers is not quite perfect. Mr. Gren- 
ville is Sali and seems. to) feel reason as readily as Mr. 
Oswald, though not so ready to own it. Mr. Oswald ap- 
pears quite plain and sincere. I sometimes a little doubt 
Mr. Grenville. Mr. Oswald, as an old man, seems to 
have now no desire but that of being useful im doing good, 
Mr. Grenville, a young man, naturally desirous of ac- 
quiring reputation, seems to aim at that of being an able 
negociator. Oswald does not solicit to have any share. in 
the business, but submitting the matter to Lord 5. and me 
expresses. only his willingness to serve, if we thik he may 
be useful, and is equally willing to be excused if »we judge 
there i is no.occasion for him, , Grenville seems to think- 
the whole negociation committed to him, and to. have.no 
idea of Oswald’s being concerned in; it; and is therefore 
willing to. extend the expressions. in si commission, so 
as to make them comprehend, America, and_ this, beyond 
what ‘ think they will bear. Limagine we might however- 
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go on very well with either ‘of them, though T should pre- 
fer Oswald ; but ig apprehend difficulties if they are both 
employed, especially if there’ is any misunderstanding be- 
tween their principals. { must however write to Lord S. 
proposing something in consequence of his offer of vesting 
Mr. Oswald with o commission end gentleman and 4 
should think proper, iis 
Tuesday 18th.’ 1 found set jan indisposed with 
a sudden and violent cold, attended with a feverishness 
atid head-ache. I imagined it to be an effect of the in- 
fllienza, a disorder now reigning in various parts of Europe. 
This prevented’ my going to Versailles. cipal 
* Thursday 20th. Weather excessively hot, and r my ‘dis- 
order: continues, but is lessened, the head-ache having Teft 
me. I am however not yet able to go to Versailles. 


thtae 


soles 2st. I received the following note from the 
ries Hr i la Pay ette. | 


ta uc 


" i] i: 


we K mice let. Thursday i hla June 20, 178." ; 
“My ote jhe dies: >) SEOs. He 


Sis BB UEC »hO HA syeeable’ to your desire | have waited 
upon ‘Count de’ Vergennes, and said to him what I had in 


(rd 2 6 


eéimmand from your Excellency. He intends taking the 
King’s orders this morning, and expects he will be able to 
propose’ Mr. Grenville a meeting for to-morrow, where he 
will’haVe time to explain himself respecting “Fr Trance and 
Her % allies,’ that he ‘may make an official ‘communication 
both to the Kiig' — theallied ministers. “What Count de 
Vergennes can makeout' of this conversation will be com- 
tmunicated by him to your tir Excellency | in case you are not 


dblé to come;—ini the other-case T shall wait upon you i 
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morrow evening with every information I can. collects, jl. 
| haye the honour to, be.very. respectfully, my dear Sir; your,, 
obrgie ats servant, and affectionate: friend, een Sepa 
brsiie romdyahsqud ae fata bo: coda (FAYETTE 
stan ot bs ies naegne vain, BIONe! WD atpysKy 
In the. onion horn “cmc at upon, .me;, and). 
acquainted me that. Mr. Grenville had been with-Count), 
de Vergennes, but could not inform me what, had, passed. |, 
Saturday, 22d.) Mr. Oswald and..Mr.. Whiteford ts 
secretary came and. breakfasted with Me... 
received no letter or instructions. I soldi any I mane 
write to Lord Shelburne respecting him, and call on him 
on Monday morning to breakfast, and show him what I 
proposed to write, that it might receive such alterations ag 
he should judge pkoperss iia ky 3 52), 
Sunday, 25. In the afternoon Mr, ie nae to my 
great ‘satisfaction. . I proposed going with, him the. next 
morning to Versailles, and presenting him to. M. de Ver- 
genpes. He informed me, that the Spanish ministers had. 
been much struck with the news from England respecting. 
the resolutions of parliament to discontinue the war.in. 
America, &e., and that they had since been extremely ciyil 
to him, : and he understood intended to send instructions to. 
the ambassador at this court, to make the Jong talked of 
treaty. with him here. we 7 | ae east 
‘Monday, 24th. _ Wrote a note of excuse. . to, ‘Mr. pen 
wald, promising | to see. him on Wednesday, and went with, . 
“3 J ay to Versailles. “it M, de Vergennes acquainted us, 
that he | had given to Mr. Grenville the answer to his pro-/ 


positions, who, had immediately sieronavereae It to. hig:-contt. 
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about to be dispatched’ for America, by which we might 


write; arid that ‘the courier’ who’ was’ to’ carry down the 


dispatches would set off on Wednesday morning, we con- 
cluded: to ‘omit ‘going to court on Tuesday, in order to 
prepare our letters. M. de Vergennes appeared to have 
sotié doubts about the sincerity of the British court, and 


the bonne foi of Mr. Grenville; but said tlie’ return of 


Mr. ‘G’s courier might give hight: s 
«TL received the following letter from: home ernie: dated 
the® soe June 13, men oe i 


eres 


ee 
283% 


FROM. HIS EXcELLENCY Joun ADAMS, Esg. TO 
iy s£05 


_ Dr. FRANKLIN. a, 


a Gea 


vies The Hawa Fa V3; 1792. a 


iit» Os 


’ Thad’ yesterday at Amsterdam, the honour 
of réceiving your Excellency’s letter of June 2nd. 


The discovery that Mr. Grenville’s power was only to. 


treat with France does not surprize me at all, The 
British ministry are too divided among themselves, and 
have too ‘formidable an opposition against them, in ‘the 
king and the old ministers, and are possessed of 1 too tittle 
of the confidence of the nation, to have courage to make 
concessions of any sort, especially since the news ie their 
successes in the East and West Indies. What their vanity 
will-end in God’ only knows: for my own part, ‘is cannot 
see 4 probability that they will ever make peace, ‘until 


their fiiances-are ruined, and such distresses brought: upon. | 


them} as ‘will work*up their | parties into a : civil | war. 

-] wish their énémies could by any ‘means ‘be persuaded 
to'¢arry on ‘the War against them in ‘places, | w here they 
might be sure ‘of ‘triumphs, instead of insisting upon pur- 


ee ae Ba %.S 


yO 


s 
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suing it, where they are sure of defeat. But we must 
take’ patience, and wait for’ time to wy wi wisdom ‘might 
easily atid soon do. sus 

' Thave not as yet taken any: engagements with the Dutch 
not to make peace: without ‘them; but I will take such 
engagements in a moment, if the Dutch will take them, 
and I believe they’ would very cheerfully. I shall not 
propose it however till I have the concurrence of the 
Duke dela Vauguyon, who will do nothing without the 
instructions of his court, I would not delay it a moment 
from any expectation that the English will ‘acknowledge 
our independence and make peace with us, because I have 
no stich expectations. The permanent friendship of ‘the 
Dutch may be easily obtained by the United States. 
That of England never: itis gone with the days before 
the flood. If we ever enjoy the smallest degree of sin- 
cere friendship again from England, I am totally incapable 
of seeing the character of a nation or the connections of 
kings ; which however may be the case for what | know: 
They have brought themselves into such a situation! 
Spain, Holland, America, the armed neutrality have all ~ 
such pretensions and demands upon them, that where is 
the English minister, or member of parliament that dares 
to vote for the concession’ to them? The pretensions of 
France I believe would be so moderate, that possibly they 
might be acceded to.» But it is’ much to’ be’ feared that 
Spain, who deserves the least, will demand the most: in 
short, the work of peace appears so’ ‘impracticable and 
chimerical, that [ am happy i “being: restrained to this 

country, by my duty, and by this means excused from 
troubling my head much about it. I have a letter from 
America that mformed me, that Mr. Jay had refused to 
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act in the commission for peace ;.. but.if he is on the way 
to Paris, as you suppose, I presume my information must 
bea mistake, which [ am very glad of. . Mr. Laurens did 
me the honour of a very short visit, in his way to France, 
but I was very sorry to learn from him, that in a letter to 
your, Excellency from Ostend, he had declined serving in 
the commission | for peace. I had vast pleasure in his 
conversation, for I found him possessed of the most exact 
judgment concerning our enemies, and of the same noble 
sentiments in all things, which I saw in him in Congress. 

What is the system of Russia? D&es she suppose that 
England has too many enemies upon her, and that their 
demands and pretensions are too high? ‘Does she seek to 
embroil affairs, and to light up a general war in Europe? | 
Is Denmark in concert with her, or any other power? 
Her conduct is a phenomenon. Is there any secret nego- 
ciation or intrigue on foot to form a party for England 
among the powers of Europe? and to make a balance 
against the power of the enemies of England ? 

_ The states of Holland and several other provinces have 
taken a resolution against the mediation for a. separate 
peace, and this nation seems to be well fixed in its sy pai, 
and in the common cause. — 

_ My best respects and affections to my old friend ie 
Jay, if you please. I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
moet obedient and most humble sich Lobes ADAMS. 


I wrote to Mr. Secretary Livingsto, oe Mr, Robert 
M ATE, , which the following are extracts. = 


m4 
RE 
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Mika Ros. ‘R. Liv INGSTON, Esq. 


taal fisbe Me oott asod 4 ia - Passy; June 25, 1782... d 
BLO Mb ge i) , & ‘By the newspapers I have sent, you will 


see that the general disposition of the British nation ‘to* 
wards us had been ‘changed. Two persons have’ been 
sent here by the new ministers, to propose treating for 
peace. ‘They had at first some hopes of getting the belli+. 
gerent powers to treat separately, one after another, but 
finding that impracticable, they have, after several mes+ 
sengers sent to'and fro, come to a resolution’of ‘treating 
with all together for a general peace, and have agreed’ that 
the place shall be Paris. Mr. Grenville is now here with 
full powers for that purpose, (if they can be reckoned full 
with regard to America, till a certain act is completed for 
enabling his majesty to treat, &c. which has gone through 
the commons, and has been once read in the lords.) »1 
keep/a very particular journal .of what passes every day, in 
the affair, which is transcribing to be sent you. “I shall 
‘therefore need to say no more of it in this letter, except 
that though I still think they were at first sincere in their 
desire of peace, yet since their success in the West Indies, 
‘Limagine that I see marks of their desiring rather to draw 
the negociations into length, that they may take the chaice 
of what the rest of the campaign shall produce in their 
favour; and as there are so many interests to adjust, it 
will be prudent for us to suppose, that even another cam- 
paign may pass before all canbe agreed. Something too 
may happen to break off the negociations, and we should 
be prepared for the worst. | hoped for the assistance of 
Mr. Adams and Mr. Laurens. ‘The first is too much en- 
gaged in Holland to come hither, and the other declines 
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serving ; but I have now the satisfaction of being joined 
by Mr. Jay, who happily arrived here from Madrid last 
Sunday. The Marquis de la Fayette is of real use in our 
affairs here, and as the campaign is not likely to be very 
active in North America, 1 wish I may be able to prevail 
with him. to. stay a few weeks longer. By him you will 
receive the journal abovementioned, which is already 
pretty, voluminous, and yet the negociations cannot: be 
said. to be opened. » nwt bet a 
~ Ireland you will see wal obtained all her diinads 
triumphantly, . 1 meet no one from. that country who 
does ot express some obhgation to America forthe 
‘success... | y haar ee The 
“ Before I Racial your just observations on the ab 
ject, I had obtained from the English ministers a resolution 
to exchange all our prisoners. They thought themselves 
obliged to have an act of parliament for authorising the 
king. to do it.. This war being different from others, as 
made.by an act of parliament declaring’ us rebels, and our 
people being committed as for high treason, I ‘em- 
powered Mr. Hodgson, who. was chairman of the: com- 
mittee that collected and dispensed the charitable’ sub- 
scription for the American prisoners, to treat and: con- 
clude on.terms of their discharge, and having approved of 
the draft -+he. sent me of. the agreement, 1 hope the con- 
gress will see fit to order a punctual execution of it. | I 
have long suffered, with those poor, braye men, who-with 
go much public virtue have endured four or five years hard 
imprisonment, rather,.than serve against their country. [ 
have.done.all 1 could jafford.towards making «their situa- 
tions more comfortable ; _ but their ntinber was so great, 
that 1 could do but little for each; and that very great 
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‘illaii, Diggies, defrauded theni of -bétween three and four 
hundred pounds, which he drew from me on their account, 
He lately wrote me a letter, in which he pretended he 
was coining to settle with me, and t6: convince. me that I 
had been mistaken with regard to his couduct ; but, he 
ever appeared, and [ hear he is gone to hashtiee | ‘Be 
ware of him, for he is very attfal, and has cheated many: 
I hear every day of new: rogueries committed by him BL 
England. tity tice 
_ "The ambaisador from Sweden to this Beer bapilice | 
to’ me lately, to know if I had powers that would autho. | 
rise my making a treaty with his master, in behalf of the 
United States. Recollecting a general — power that was 
formerly given to me with the other commissioners, I 
answered in the affirthative. He seemed much pleased; 
and said| the, king had directed him to ask the question, 
and had charged him to tell me, that he had so great ‘an 
-esteem for me, that it would be a particular satisfaction — 
to him to leave such a ‘transaction with me. I have per- , 
i hs some ein in ialeiper ith but I think too 0 that at 
amity bé made of the reputation of a “Gas re the public " 
service. In case it should be thought fit to ‘employ me in. 
that ‘business, it will be well to send a more particular 
power and proper instructions. The ambassador added, : 
that it was a pleasure to him to think, and he hoped it 
would be remembered, that Sweden was the first power 
in Europe which had voluntarily offered its friendship to 
the United’ States, without being solicited. This affair 
should be talked of, as little as possible, till completed ” 
fh viatwupodeowue: | 


~ 
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bys THE Hon. Roperr Monrtse HP loge 


m4 ne aig i June 25; 1782... 
De . ve “For what relates to war and peace, 1 
must refer you to Mr. Livingston, to whom I write fully, 
1 will only say, that though the: English a few months sinee : 
seemed desirous of peace, I suspect. they now. intend. to. 
draw out the negociation into length, till they can see 
what this campaign will produce. I[ hope our people will _ 
not be deceived by. fair words, but be on their guard, 
ready against every attempt that our insidious enemies 
“a make upon us. I am, &c.” 


| Se al oGth. 1 sent away my letters, and went to. 
see Mr. Oswald. I showed him the draft of a letter to, - 
be addressed to him instead of Lord Shelburne, respecting - 
the commission or public character he might- hereafter be. 
vested with ; this draft was founded on Lord S.’s memo-=. 
randums, which Mr. Oswald had shown to me, and this 
letter was intended to be communicated by him: to. ‘Lord: 
Shelburne. Mr. Oswald liked the mode, but rather chose 
that ho mention should be made of his having shown me. 
Lord $s memorandums, though he thought they were). 
given him for that purpose. So I struck. that-out, and 
new modelled the letter, which I sent him next day, as 
follow s. 

ih | Phe. afinis o7,. 1782. 
_ The opinion I have of your candour, pri ; 
bity, good written and good-will to both countries, 
made me hape that you would have been vested with the 
character of plenipotentiary to treat with those from: 


Si By 


d 
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America. When Mr. Grenville produced his first com- 
mission, which was only. to treat with France, I did 
imagine that the other ‘to treat with us was reserved for 
you, and kept back only till the enabling’ bill should be 
passed. Mr. Grenville has since received a secotid com- 
mission, which, as he informs me, has additional words, 
empowering him to treat with ithe ministers of any other 
prince or state, whom it’ may concern ; and he seems to 
understand. that these general words comprehend the 
‘United States of America.’ ‘There may be no doubt that 
: iene comprehend Spain and Holland, but as there exist 
various public acts by which the governmentof’ Britain 
denies us to be States, and none in which they acknow- 
ledge us to be such, it hardly seems clear’that “we «could 
be intended, at the time that commission was given, the 
- enabling act not being then passed. So that though I 
- eaw-have no objection to Mr. Grenville, nor right'to make 
it if L had any, yet as your long residence in America has 
given you a knowledge of that country, its people, cir- 
cumstances, commerce, &c: which, added to’ your expe- 
rience in business, may be ‘useful to both sides. in facili- 
tating and expediting the negociation, 1 cannot but hope 
that it is still intended to vest you with the character 
above-mentioned respecting the treaty with America, either 
separately or in conjunction with Mr. Grenville, as to the 
wisdom of your ministers may seem best. Be it how it 
may, [ beg you would accept this line as a testimony of 
the ‘sincere esteem and respect, with which I have the 
honour to be, dla &e. Meats FRANKLIN. 


6 F ete iii -M.de Rayneval called upon me bie 
acquainted me, that the ministers had received intelligence 
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from England, that besides the orders given to General 
Carleton, to propose terms of re-union to America, artful 
emissaries were. sent over to go through the country; and 
stir.up the people to call on the congress to accept, .those 
_ terms, they being similar to. those. now settling with Ire- 
land. ..That it would therefore be well for.Mr. Jay and 
me to-write,.and caution the congress against these prac- 
tices, He said M. de Vergennes wished also to know 
_ what | had written respecting the négociation, as it would 
_ be well.for us to hold pretty near the same:language. 1 
told-him I, did not apprehend the least danger that such 
 emissaries would meet with any success, or that the con- 
gress would make any treaty with General Carleton. 
That.I would however write as he desired; and Mr.Jay 
coming in promised the same. He said the courier-would 
go to-morrow. I accordingly wrote to: Mr. Secretary 
Livingston, and to my friend Dr... tinea of valatee the 
follening: are extracts. | pane teeta A Me 


Dow THE How. stall Re pi MW oa 


i 
gam 


Sir, cumbia posta Passy, « June 28, 1788. 


PL 
8 


see 
iy iar Ri ~ = “Inn mine of the a5th instant 7 “omitted men- 
tioning, that at the repeated earnest instances of Mr. 
: Taurens, viho, had given such expectations to the. ministry 
in England, when his parole. or. securities | were dis- 
charged, as that be. could hot. think himself at liberty to 


absolved by m me in Apis inh I sent to ‘that General ‘the 
paper, of which the euclosed is a COpy ; * and I see by 


of 9 5° See page 221 of ‘this volume. ~ a a 
Vout. I. Q 
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the English papers, that his Lordship immediately on the 
receipt of it, appeared at Court and has taken his seat m 
the House of Peers, which he did not before think war- 
rantable. My authority for doing this appeared question- 
able to myself, but Mr. Laurens judged it deducible from 
“that. respecting General Burgoyne, and by his letters to 
me, seemed so unhappy | till it was done, that I ventured 
it, with a clause, however, (as you will see,) ‘reserving. to 
aprarel? ‘the appr obation or disallowance of it. 

of. it is ‘ote icy here, so that as the bill: ta inhines 
has suffered alterations 1 in passing through parhament, and 
we know not what they. are, the treaty with us is not .yet 
commenced. Mr. Grenville expects his courier ina; few 
days, with the answer of his court to a paper given him 
on the part of this. That auswer will probably afford: us’ 
a clearer. understanding of the intentions of the .British — 
ministry, which for some weeks past. have appeared. some- 
what equivocal and uncertain, It looks as if, since their 
late success in the West Indies, they a. little. repented, of 
the, advances they had made i in their declarations. respect- 
ing ‘the acknowledgment of our independence ;. and we 
have. pretty g good information that. some of the. ministry 
still: flatter the King with the hope of recovering. his sove~. 
reignty | over us on the same terms as are now. making with 
Ireland. However willing we might have been at the 
commencement ¢ of this contest to have. accepted such con- 
ditions, be assured, that we can have no safety. in them at 


i. Pepe, eaet 


present. ‘The King hates us most cordially. If he. As 
once admitted to any degree of power or government 
amongst us, how ever limited, it will soon be extended by 


corruption, artifice, and force, till we are reduced to ab- 


7 
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solute subjection}! and that the more easily, as by receiy- 
ing hih again for our King, we shall draw upon ‘ourselves 
the contempt of all Europe, who now admire and Tespect 
us, and shall never again find a friend to assist us. ify here 
tite; it is’said, great’ ‘divisions’ in the ministry on other 
poifits as well’as this; and ‘those who aim at engrossing 
the power flatter the Kite ‘with’ this project ‘of Te-union ; 
and it is Said have much reliance on’ the operation of pii- 
vate agents sent into’ “America to dispose minds there in 
favour of it, and to bring about a separate treaty ‘there 
WitliGeneral Carleton. “Ihave not the least apprehension 
that congress will give into this scheme, it being i inconsis- 
tént with our treaties as well as with our interest ; ut I 
- think it will be well to watch these emissaries, aah secure 
or banish immediately such as shall be found tampering 
aiid ‘stirring up the people to ‘call for it. The firm 
united resolution of France, Spain, and Holland, joined 
with ours; iiot to treat of a particular but a general peace, 
notwithstanding the separate tempting offers to each, will . 
in the end’ give us the command of ‘that peace. Every 
‘one Of the other powers see clearly their interest. in ‘this, 
and persist in that resolution : the congress, T am per- 
suaded, are as clear-sighted as any of. them, and will not 
depart from the system which has been attended with sO 
much success, and promises to make America soon both 
great and happy. 

L have just received a letter from Mr. esa dated 
at Lyons, ‘on his journey ‘into the south of France for his 
health. Mr. Jay will write also. by this. opportunity. 
With great esthiens t Rave the honour to be, Ke. on 


44) \ 


B. FRANKLIN, 
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Exrracr or a Lerrgr to Dr. Cooper, Boston. 
_Passy, June 28, 1782. 


~~“ Our public affairs are in a good. situation 
here. ‘nglai having tried in vain to make a separate 
_ peace with each of the powers she is at war with, has at 
length agreed to treat for a general peace with them alto- 
gether; and at Paris. If we all continue firm in the re- 
solution not to separate, we shall command the terms. | 
have no doubt of this steadiness here; and though we: are 
told that endeavours are making on your side the water to 
induce America’ to a re-union on the terms now granting 
to Ireland, and that powers are sent to General Carleton 
for that purpose, Tam persuaded the danger of this pro- 
, ject will appear so evident, that if offered it will be imme- 
“diately rejected. We have no safety but in our indepen- 
‘dence. With that we shall be respected, and soon become 
‘great and happy. Without it we shall be despised, lose 
all our friends, and then either be cruelly oppressed by 
‘the King who hates and is incapable of forgiving us, or 
| having all that nation’s enemies for ours, shall sink with it. 
Ia am ever, my BSAt friend, yours most affectionately, 


Bz FRANKLIN. i 


i pe Rayneval ae is Secretary to the ‘Council of 
State,) calling again in the evening , L gave him copies of 
the preceding letters to per use, and show to M. de Ver- 
genes; to, convince them ‘that we held no -underhand 
dealings here. I own I bad at the same time another ' view 
in it, which was that they should see I had been ordered 
to demand farther aids, and had forborne to make the de- 
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mand, with my reasons ; hoping that if they possibly could 
help us to more money, they might be induced to do It. | 
I had never made any visit to Count d’Aranda, the 
Spanish ambassador, for reasons before mentioned. M. 
de Rayneval told Mr.. Jay. and. me.this, morming, that it 
_ would be well for.us to wait upon him, and he had autho- 
sity to assure.us we should. be. well received... We, accord- 
ingly concluded to wait on his Excellency, next Morning, 
Saturday, June 29. We went together to the Spanish 
ambassadors, who received us with, the greatest civility and 
politeness, He spoke with Mr. Jay,on the subject of 
the treaty they were to make together, and mentioned in 
general as a principle, that the two powers should consider 
each other’s conyeniency, and accommodate and. compen- 
sate each other. as well as they could, That. an exact 
compensation might perhaps not be nasiililes but should 
-be-approached as. nearly as, the nature of things. would 
admit. .Thus,,said he, if,,there is a certain thing, which 
would! be convenient) to each,.of ,us, but more convenient 
to .one,than to the other, it should be given to the. one),to — 
whom it.would be most,convenient; and compensation 
be made by giving another thing to the other for the same 
reasons «ok suppose he, shad in view something relating to 
boundaries or territories, bécause he added, “ we will sit 
down together, with maps in our hands, and by that means 
shall see; our praymone clearly Si I learned from him shat 


pr Bal J 


was : yet received of i it. At our (ging out. ab took ~ 
himself to. open the folding doors for us, which is : 
high. compliment here, and told us he would return our 
visit (rendre son devoir), and then fix a oat with: us. for 
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dining with,him, 1 dined. with, Mr..,Jay.and. eaiiigesie 


of Americans at his lodgings. Oh 
setae J al pikher. Mr. Grenville called on me. 
AE CU SOR CHE aey iD bs CREO BR je sed a? 9 di: Cy) EOE FS PT 


PTE) J OURNAL doesnot act sbioenn ifadehen 
-DO8¢ontinued :-but 'the’Neeocrarrons willbe found 
completed by the authentic a ig ane “Do- 


Spearman er sige j 120 ae | ea ogo sake? OU 
ase ge a Bi sess nie iimieles 


Ty. ‘THE . How. pred sounder me 


" we cy a 
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Si ip oer wy .. yor "Pass, July 2 2, 178%. 


- 


del received the letter you did me the honour 
of nosing me from Lyons the. 24th. past. ins 
bale awonder® a. litlé’at Mr. #* note acquainting you 
whether’ ‘your name was in the commission or not? I: be 
gin t6 siispect from’ ‘various circumstances that the’ British. 
ministry, elated ‘perhaps too much by the’ success of Ad- 
miral’ Rodney; are not in’ eamést’to® treat immediately, but 
rather wish ‘delay. They séem to hope that farthér'sue~ 
césses may eiable them to treat more’ advantageously 3 ‘or, 
a§ some siippose,''that certain propositions to be made to 
congress’ by ‘General Carleton; may render a treaty'here 
with vis whnecessary, “A little» bad news, which itis pos- 
siblethey may yet’ receive’ from the same’ quarter, ‘will 
contribute°to set them right; ‘and then we may enter: seri- 
éiisly*upori ‘the’ treaty s: otherwise] conjecture itomaynot: 
take place tillafter another campaign. ‘Mr. Jayis arrived 
here. Mr, Grenvillesand) Mr. Oswald continue here: 
My. Oswald has yet yeceived ‘no commission ; ‘and that of - 
Mr. Grenville does not ‘very clearly: “comprehend ‘us, 
decording to British ideas ; therefore requires explica= 
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tion. | When I know more nee shall. Raye oat sakes 
tion. - q ee gpd ue | \ in 3 J i if 4 4 
ih ot iehaviniy an iinlisediave answer to what I wrote you 
concerning’ the absolution of Lord Cornwallis’s. parole, 
and, Major Ross coming over hither from. him, to ‘preg it ; 
i,gave him \the discharge you desired... Enclosed .I-send 
you'a copy... L heart has proved, satisfactory to.him ; [ 
hope it will be so to you. Believe me to be, with,great 
esteem, &c. = | B. FRANKLIN. 
From GOVERNOR Rppiank to Dr. FRANKLIN. 
ve Dear Sir, | _ Richmond Hill, July 5, 1782. 
Mm age aa my friend Mr Hlobart;, sent a 


printed: copy 0 of; the three memorials which I. published jon 


the subjects of America, one: addressed .to. the, sovereigns 
of Europe, and two. arose addressed to, the ssouerigD of. 


Great. Britain., 9¢° »- f Loh waseeern 
iol hope: you: received my cas of, “May, 13, 1782, fors, 


NS 


bance bysMr. Bridgen., .,.... a Vag eae 

As at. is possible you, may see Maadlidliaile he. can..in- 
form.you from me,.as well. as. of his own. knowledge,. of 
the steps;we took upon the ground of. your communica- 
tions to-him and me... ‘‘ That there were persons autho- 
rized. to treat of peace, and that such persons. were willing 
to; give, to: reas onable, measures. taken to that end, every 
assistance. in their power.” He can,inform, you, also on 
the: circumstances which, attended those steps; and of the 
effect which they missed i in the direct line,as of the effect 
they-actually have in.an oblique one..,.As- fromthe be- 
ginning of; this matter.of trying .to bring on negociation 
for peace, I considered him as.joined, with.me in, our, 
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endeavours 3 so “1” ‘have given’ ‘to him ‘a —e 
which I ‘made onthe’ course of ‘this busmess. He will 
cotnmiitiicate to you everything which is* not improper 
for a man of honour to communicate to the minister of a 
people at war with us: nor will/he abstain from comniu- 
nicating any thing which’ that’ minister, wishing’ peace) to 
our country, ought to be apprized of, respecting the effects 
of his friendly offers. “He will do every thing which a 
maii/of hondur ought to do, and he will do re that a 
man of honour ought ‘not to do. © © 6h mes 
I have desired him to give a paper of witiealtrelgreuil 
ing modes and terms of settling in America, which: people 
of this old world, and of the old country may in future 
be’admitted to receive. I am, not only’ for my friends, 
but personally interested to gain information on that head 43 
atd’as P wish that which will not piv reaong or myself, 
Tapply tH" VOU. Fo SoKRSe whey SPT: CR REE iif} 
“May God send peace on ahah I hageinatbils ‘the 
general blessings it will bring, it will restore’ me’to the 
communication and enjoyment of my old and long’ ‘valued 
frieridship’ with you: May you live ‘to see, and have 
health to enjoy, the blessings which I hope it may please 
God to make you the instrument of communicating te 
thankind. © its a dear sar i stoi and very humble 


servant, neice Bi eRe thd Baintjinnsvocems 
we ¥ Agi: Fie iy } i , ett a“ ir yy aes if Bi, ne ryt eyer ep 
Pp. Ms riy Rey's Hereasilde 3 
aX) aH AGAEO 8 bald wie ahr 
hat ste THE Hon. ‘Mn. Hopant. | 
EY AY re A be vESTtT ey Kiwi Ohi Vay Bay rath 
ad “ments I published the memorials which | 


had prep for the King, January 1, 1782, I prefixed a 
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prefatory explanation ofthe: publication, stating, as far. as 
was safe so to do, the state of the propositions of treaty, 
and ‘the circumstances. cmieha the. reception and. final 
refusal’of thems) 9) © > a-hibhrenih aod eat wes 

--Ircould» not think it. proper to) name. the person} wiigith 
whom I had corresponded, who was authorized to treat of 
peace, and was willing to promote.it, because | knew the 
insidious falsehood of those who both hate and fear him, 
would, when once his name was committed with the pub- 
lic, represent him in any light that might tend to diminish 
and destroy: the trust» and confidence which he so de- 
servedly has from:his employers. ‘The memorials there- 
fore speak of persons in the plural, and the preface in its 
communications to» the pale keeps close to, that.ex+ 
Lang OS RIS TE CER EES RS SR A CaaS Pe ni ~My arseb Yea 

/ I could not venture tod tell the wANiege nor Keats L.ven- 
ture to write to this person, the fact that he specifically 
and personally was excepted to, inan opprobrious manner. 
Because the same persons who are his enemies, having pro- 
scribedme, would have been: glad of making such my com- 
munications an occasion of charging me with crimes, which, 
notwithstanding they have been in constant watch, they have 
never yet been able to do. For although I know they have 
whispered-such m the closet, they never have dared te 
assert any such matter as fact in public. What I did, 
thought right in point of honour to all concerned or in- - 
terested, and I went as far as ] dared venture to go in the 
publications which I made. ie. | 

As this exception to the integrity and sepadieh faith és my 
correspondent, was made upon. the very first) overture 
which I made by. allthe ministers, I made a point, in all 
the-memorials which I-drew’ up- for presentation (had the 
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offers been’ adtnissible,) of founding my offers on. the im- 
tegrity and good faith ofthis. person (p..$2), and in this 
conimunication ‘to the public of marking him 1 ape p- 
10), as'a man of houour and good faith; = 
'T'could not venture to communicate ‘to’ re correspon- 
detit, “much "| ess to the public, those matters, which, 
though ‘not officially communicated to me, these my ene~ 
mies would have represented asa ‘betraying to the eiemy 
the secrets of government. But itis fit, 1f not absolutely 
necessary, to make this memorandum of ‘these: things, that 
the truth, when the proper time shall».come,' may’ be 
known to’all whom it doth concern ; and it is further fit 
that this memorandum should: be “communicated- to” you 
now; ‘as thé proposing of your services’ was’ included: in 
the offers made as @ condition sine quanon, © 
» Between the 6th of December, 1781, and the end’of 
January; 1782, during which time the mihistry kept ‘tne in 
suspense as to what résolution they would take, as to what 
answer they would: give; or whether they would give me 
any atiswer at all; or whether they: would: deign to admit’ 
nié and my propositions to a hearing’; they dishonourably 
towards mé, anda I> think towards. my: correspondent 
also, ‘profited of the fact communicated by me to them, 
viz. “ that there ‘were persons authorized to treat of peace ; 
and; that these persons’ were disposed to ‘give such treaty 
every assistance ‘in their’ power :”-~and ‘sent ‘one Person 
(have been told it was'Mr. Oswald,) to’ ‘Holland, a per= 
son, if not ‘actually the’ same persoi, to Ghent, and’a’ Mr 
Forth’ to'' France, to try if ‘they’ ‘could? fot get ‘upon ‘the 
same ground by other: ways, and! through other ‘persons. 
I-have been told and’ believe it; that’ they understood’ that 
‘Mr, Adams was’ (disgusted with the Dutch government) 
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ready, to accede'to ours,....Also that Mr,.—-—-—— at Ghent 
was already gained. . ‘This person they hurried off to 
America ; and they gave. instruetions to General Carleton 
to open the ground of treaty in America. . In short they 
tried any ground and every. person except him who: was 
excepted to... And when they found. that they could not 
getin at any door in Europe, they affected tointerpret this, 
disapps olniment, into a fact, ‘‘ That the American. ministers. 
were either not sannomened or not. willing to. treat.; that 
the, offer. was now alent a.trap. laid: ra a ef tte cand. 
devided enemy.” wey oe! 

When 1. Seats ei my. oinfen I was, ‘aie atid 1 
would goto Ghent or Holland, which I peremptorily re+ 
fused... L was, then asked why I would not, L said I knew. 
nothing of the person in Holland,\and as to the. person at. 
Ghent, L,,would, have «ao: communications, there... ‘Fhe 
only, person I would have:communications. with, was. hint 
that I knew had powers, whom I knew. to be, notwith- 
standing: all provocations to the contrary, variably con- 
sistent with, bis duty to his own country, a well-wisher and. 
friend to this, whom from experience I knew to be aman 
of honour, and good faith, whom I) could trust, and.who_ 
would trust. me.. This person and this.line was rejected; 
‘I will not ag gravate, the colour. of facts. by. saving how. . 

_ Lwas. informed that. during this period they were talking 
with Mr.. Laurens as a more practicable man, as one whe. 
had by: acknowledging, himself. amenable to. the laws and — 
courts.of this country, and. by the act. of giving bail had 
by implication acknowledged (at least de facto), the sove- 
reignty. of Great Britain, and. that. the, ministers of the. 
States were. criminals, against) this country. | This, gentle- 
man therefore, and) his, surety..Mr. Oswald, -weresfixed 
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upon as the. persons through whom busmess might go. 
What was the nature of the matiers of business on which 
they. were ‘communicated with, yi do not know. 

N otwithstanding the change of the ministry which. took 
place at this period, there were some in the new compo- 
sition of ministers, who partook of the spirit, and influence 
of the. old ones, and the same line of motion, and. the same 
Brent were in like manner, as before, adopter for 
treaty. 

The bewaral; ud anuary bs 1788, sya 22), dinlaeih spe- 
cifically and definitively what was the proposition I made, 
viz. to open a “ negociation jor the purpose only of set- 
tling such a truce with the Americans, as a preliminary 
measure, in order the better to treat of peace in future, either 
separately, or in any. general Congress of the powers of 
Europe.” . And this on a ground of uti possidetis, both as 
to rights as well as territories possessed, which: I explain- 
ed an acknowledgment of the. independence of America, 
with a sauf @honueur to the British sovereign, and. a re- 
moving of all. obstacles from the way of such other sove- 
reigns in Europe as had not yet brought themselves to ac- 
knowledge the American sovereignty. (p, 22.) I never 
pretended to, talk of peace, much less of a separate peace, 
but definitely. declared that whatever was” undertaken 
“ must not contravene, (Mem. Jan. 1782. p. oh nor ever 
bring into question, treaties already subsisting.” . a. 

On this ground it was, that upon my first. ‘overtures I 
pr oposed, that while I was treating with the. American 
ministers, Mr. Hobart might be authorised to treat, with 
French ministers as the properest man. then i in England, as 
living with the. men of business of that Court ; as known 
to them ; as knowing them ; and between whom and hima 
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von was) do ede! and proton ace cn mE He and 
coniblihivet in negociation can grow; as one ree whom 1 
could communicate with the most perfect confidence, as 
oné in whose hands [I would repose my ‘life and honour. 
I said first that if these two lines of treaty were not insti- 
tuted at the same time; and secondly, that if Mr. Hobart 
was not the person weindd with me, I would not. engage ‘in 
what I had offered. This gentleman, a man of honour, 
brother to the Earl of Buckingham, of a noble distinct 
landed estate of his own ; a man designed by his education 
at the Court of Vienna, under former ministers in a former 
reign, for the corps diplomatic, and actually having served 
in Russia, © was also inadmissible. And they thus ended 
all matters in which I had made my offers. 

“Having thus found the ministers with whom I had ‘com- 
munieated, impracticable towards | peace in the only line in 
which [ thought it might be obtained, and seeing an Op- 
portunity in which [could be principally instrumental i in 
turning thein out, I seized the occasion, and effectaated 
the purpose. leach RNa. A , 

* General Conway had communicated to me a measure 
thet he was to take of moving an address of the ‘House 
of Commons, to pray his Majesty to relinquish | the farther 
prosecution of the War. I stated ‘to him ‘the following 
difficulty whieh ‘might be thrown on the ground of his 
motion, $0 as to obstruct his proceeding in it. ’ The* mi~ 
nisters’ might | in “general: terms, and equivocal assertions; 
say, ‘that they were ‘trying the ground. of treaty, and ‘that 
propositions | ‘towards: Hegociation were afloat, Re. ‘&e., x 
and then if on this ground they called upon him, not at 
such a juncture to bring forward measures which might 
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obstruct their endeavours, and destroy all liopes ‘and’ views 
of peace, he would be | puzzled ‘what to answer and how 
to proceed. » But, that if he could have’ it in his power to 
say, That so far from opening the ground of negociation, 
or being disposed to take a way to such which offers had 
opened to them; that they had offers’ made ‘by ‘persons 
communicating with) other persons: actually authorised 
and willing to treat of peace, and had rejected those offers’; 
I thought the ministers would not know how to oppose ‘his 
motion, He said, that indeed’ would be strong “ground, 
from whence if the ministry were attacked, he did not’see 
how. they could maintain their ground. 1 then proceeded 
in My communications to him, without naming my corres- 
pondent, nay absolutely refusing to name when earnestly 
pressed, and told him, that 1 was the person to whom 
communications had come, “ that there were in Europe 
persons authorized to treat of peace, and who had de- 
clared that any reasonable measures to that end, should 
have every assistance in their power.” That I had com- 
municated this to the ministry, that after delaying all : an- 
swer from December 6th to the end of J anuary, to offers 
which I had made them on that ground, they had finally 
and absolutely rejected the persons and the offers.. He 
said if this could be proved it must turn them out. I then 
authorised him to make those assertions * which he made 
in ‘the House, and that we might not misunderstand one 
another, I desired they might be written down : and far- 
ther authorised him, if the ministry by denying the asser- 
tions should render it necessary, to name me, as Feady to 
come and Mecrare: the same at the, bar of the House of 


_ * Which were not those the news-papers published. 
i 


x 
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‘Commons ;and that in the mean while he need not make 
any! secret of me on this matter... ‘The ministers could not, 
and.did not venture to deny it, and were forced ‘to quit 
. their ground and their places.’ Upon the change of . mi- 
nisters, ‘L, by letter to, General Conway made: an offer of 
my» services to. open ‘the same. negociation. which T had 
proposed: to the late ministers ;, but from that hour to: this 
‘day have never heard from him: and soon after found that 
Lord. Shelburne bad employed. Mr. Oswald, whowas Mr. 
Laurens’s surety, and that his omg had seen) Mr. 


Laurens, bs) ci: velieeitys, onl 73 (oogiai aie 
Richmond, July 2, 1782. jhe werner t scl 
HAVEL ‘y WOH =f HiKILG & tA Se ‘te clade aos RAN RADAR aa vast 


Angpiteemalgtd ‘BY Davip Hantiey, Esg.” 


ob. 03 July 8, 1782, 

To a person who r no longer thinks of Ame- 
Hiean 1 dependence, what disadvantage « can there be i in ‘mak- 
ing its independence | a fixed article (whether the treaty 


" 9 t 


succeeds or r NO) instead ‘of “ene it a first article of the 


meen te 
then & 
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miscarry? Toa a “person indeed who looks 0 on ita as an n evil, 
, id gt vt ish 


and a as an evil which there are yet some hopes to avoid, it 1s 
a rational proceeding to provide, for. all possibilities of 


eq rey 82 i 


realizing those hopes ; : and the ¢ case of the treaty, not suc- 
ceeding is is ‘that reserved possibility. — “Were i treating | with 
an enemy indeed for. a barrier town (which | u certainly \ wish 
to keep | or to get something for), nothing. Lo own vn would b be 


dh Keak ote) se Sa | thd AY ay y RE CRE LEY TS 

7 ae! (On OoftetT Od eihwABooN-T IsdASsT DlvoOde enor 
" oh ‘The, country pce aout of the war, an grown impatient 
for peace, left the old ministry ‘on this question, and: declared 
themselves the supporters of those who S Gaaibasal end the) € war, 
and give -peaceto thecountry, © ©). 7) p> sts 
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so-absurd as to give up at starting, as a jired article before 
the,treaty, instead of making it the first article of a treaty, 
and dependent on the success of the rest. But I had ra- 
ther have American independence (for one reason amongst 
others), because the bolder way of giving it up, will secure — 
a greater certainty of peace; I would then be for giving it 
up in that bolder way; nay, had I some reluctance to Ame- 
rican independence, I should still think the smallest pro- 
bability added of peace, would over-balance the whole va- 
lue of a mere reserved possibility of dependence, which 
could only, after all, arise from the failure of the treaty. 


NoTE FROM er Marguis DE LA FAYETTE TO’ 
© 0 2 Dr. Frank. ; 
Paris, July 9, 1782. 

‘T have the honour to inform you, my dear 
Sir, that Mr. Grenville’s express is arrived this morning 
by way of Ostend. That gentleman is gone to Versailles, 
I fancy he will wait upon you, and I shall be much obliged 
to you, to let me know what your opinion is. I am going 
to Saint Germains, but if any intelligence comes to hand 
will communicate it as soon as possible. I rest respéct- 
fully and affectionately, yours, La Fayette. - 


Tus ANSWER. 


Dear Sir, | bes Passyg July 9, 1782, 

tgs” Seaabane Mr. Grenville has. been. with me in his 
return from Versailles. He tells me that Lord Rocking- 
ham being dead, Lord Shelburne is appointed first Lord 
of the ‘Treasury ; and that Mr. Fox has resigned ; so that 


oth the Secretaryships are vacant. | That his communica- 
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tion to. My de Sieteiae was only ‘that no change was 
thereby made in the dispositions of that Court for peace, 
&c., and he expects another courier with fuller instructions 
ima few days. As soon as*I hear more I shall acquaint 
you with it, | am ever with great respect and affection, 
your most obedient pe gr LO KIGIAS) VEY 
soMarquis de la aeniags ae ee OBL PRANKEING « 
Mg MWSUusa S PG ale Diics = a si EB BENS HE aE 
daiskee “To Davip Hantzey, Eso. 'M, Pp. ho wile 
Diewe Sigs ooo ot at 1 Passy, Jndyl0, 17820 
I received your favour of the 26th past 
by Mr. Young, and ain indebted to you for some preced- 
ing. I do not know why the good work of peace goes on 
so slowly on your side. Some have imagined that your 
ministers since Rodney’s success are desirous of trying for- 
tune a little further before they conclude the war: others, 
that they have not a good understanding with each other. 
What I have just heard seems to countenance this opinion. 
It is said Mr. Fox has resigned, We are ready here on 
the part of America to enter into treaty with you, in con- 
currence with our allies ; ; and are disposed to be very rea- 
sonable ; but if your plenipotentiary, notwithstanding that 
character, is upon every proposition blige to send a 
courier and wait an answer, we. shall not soon see the 
happy conclusion. It has been suspected too, that you 
wait to hear the effect of some overtures sent by General 
Carleton for a separate peace in ‘America. A vessel just 
arrived from Maryland, brings us the unanimous resolu- 
tions of their assembly for continuing the war at all hazards 
rather than violate their faith with France. This is a 
sample of the success to be expected from such a mea- 
Vou; 1, R 
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sure; if it has‘really been taken; which I hardly be- 
« There is methinks a point that has been too little consi- 
dered in treaties, the means of making them durable. An 
honest peasant from the mountains of Provence, brought 
me the other day a manuscript he had written on the sub- 
ject, and which he could not procure permission to print. 
It appeared to me to have much good sense in it; and 
therefore I got some copies to be struck off for him to dis- 
tribute where he may think fit. I send you one enclosed. 
This man aims at no profit from his pamphlet or his pro- 
ject, asks for-nothing, expects nothing, and does not even 
desire 'to be known. He has acquired he tells me a for- 
tune of near:150 crowns a year (about 18/. sterlmg) with 
which* he is content. -This you may imagine would not 
afford the expence of riding to Paris, so he came on foot ; 
such was his zeal for peace and the hope of forwarding 
and securing it by communicating his ideas to great men 
here. His rustic and poor appearance has prevented: his 
access.to them; or obtaining their attention ; but he does — 
not seem yet to be discouraged. . I honour By aia 
racter of this: veritable philosophe.:)= mre 
I thank you much. for yotir letters of May 1,:13,:and 
25, with your proposed: preliminaries; It is a'pleasure to. 
me to find our sentiments so concurring on “points of int 
portance : “it makes’ discussions as unnecessary’ as. they 
might; between’ us, be: inconvenient. ‘I am, co i spe 
with great ésteem and affection, — lever) wwiosieiatiay | 
cy monwaned wc 2 wBr Waid KEIN.” 
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foe leh ad) bi aae NAAT Mode ged N Henae 
“Exrract OF A Letter. 1 TO  B. ‘Vavenay, Eso. r 
a A ee eae Rais July 10, 1782. 
fi “.,. .« By the original law of rienced warand 
tkinpation was the) punishment’ of injury... Humanizing 
by degrees, it admitted slavery instead of death. A  far- 
ther step was, the exchange of prisoners instead of slavery. 
Another, to respect more the property of private persons. 
under conquest, and to be content with acquired dominion. 
Why should not this law of nations go -on improving? 
Ages bave intervened between its several steps; but.as 
knowledge of late increases rapidly, why should not those 
steps be quickened?. Why should. it not ‘be agreed: to as 
the future law of nations that in any war hereafter the 
- following descriptions of men should be undisturbed, have 
the protection of both sides, and be coniener to follow 
their employments ia surety ; Viz HOR! Hoh Po 
1. Cultivators of the earth, because they labour for the 
subsistence of mankind. Sai PERE Lott 
9, Fishermen, for the same reason. =) 
3. Merchants and traders, in unarmed age ie ac- 
commodate different nations by communicating and? ex- 
eiethatie the necessaries and conveniences of life.) 
4, Artists and mechanics, 26:8 se and viking mM 
open towns. , é Ee Seg Ne Dep ee a i Tein eared eh 
_ It is hardly necessary to add_ that me bin ata of ene- 
mies should be unmolested; they ought to-be assisted. » 
Ta short, I would have nobody fought with «but i 
who are paid for fighting. If obliged to take corn frem 
the farmer, friend or enemy, I would pay him for: it; the 
same for the fish or goods of the others. 
This once established, that encouragement to war which 
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arises from a spirit of rapine, would be taken away, and 
uni therefore more likely to continue and be lasting.” * 
das kh EP) SAN | B. FRANKLIN. 


‘To B. Vavewan, Eso. 


Dear 0 by a Passi), July 11, 1782. | 

| eh le mine of yesterday which went by 
Mr. Young ] made no mention of yours of May 11, it 
not being before me. [have just now found it. 
_. You speak of a “ proposed dependent state of America, 
which you thought Mr. Oswald would begin with.” As 
yet I have heard nothing of it. I have all along under- 
stood (perhaps I have understood more than was intended) 
that the point of dependence was given up, and that we 
were to, be treated with asa free people: I am not sure 
that Mr. Oswald has explicitly said so, but I know that 
Mr. Grenville has, and that he was to make that declara- 
tion previous to the commencement of the treaty. It is 
now intimated to me from several quarters that Lord Shel- 
burne’s plan is to retain sovereignty for the king, giving us 
otherwise an independent parliament, and a government 
similar to that of late intended for. Ireland. If this be 
really his project, our negociation for peace will not’ go 
very far; the thing i is impracticable and impossible, being 
inconsistent with the faith we have pledged, to say nothing 
of the general disposition of our people. Upon the whole 
I should believe that though Lord S. might formerly have 
entertained such an idea, he had a beable dropped it before 


' See Letter and ainda to Richard Oswald, Esq. Jan. 44, 
4783. ee ; 
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he sent Mr. Oswald:-here: your: words above cited do 
however throw a little doubt into my mind, and'have with 
the intimations of others, made me less free in communi- 
cation with his lordship, whom I much esteem and honour, 
than I should otherwise have been. [ wish therefore you 
would afford me what you can of eclaircissement. 

- This letter going by a courier will probably get to 
hand long before the one (preceding in date) which went 
by Mr. Young, who travels on foot. I therefore, inclose 
the copy of it which was taken in the press. You may re- 
turn it to me: when the other arrives. : ve | 
_ By the return of the courier, you may much dh Sieh me, las 
communicating, what is fairly communicable, of the his- 
tory of Mr. Fox’s and Lord J. Cavendish’s resignation, 
with any other changes made or likely to be made. ..- 

With sincere esteem, I am ever, my dear friend, your’s 

most soiling bbe 3B. Franxkurm, - 
Lerrers ro Ricwarp Oswa tp, Eso. AND TO 


Lorp SHELBURN E. 


Pt) ae tte dneseyy July 12, 1782. 

: I inclose a, letter for Lord Shelburne, to go 
_ by your courier, with some others of which I request his 
care... They may be put into the penny post. I have re- 
ceived,a note informing me that “ some opposition given 
by his lordship to Mr. Fox’s decided plan, of unequivo- 
cally acknowledging American independence, was one 
cause of. that gentleman’s resignation ;” this, from. what 
you have told me, appears improbable.. It is farther said 
“that Mr. Grenville thinks Mr, Fox’s resignation will be 
fatal to the present negociation.” ‘This perhaps is as 


262 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCK PART Ills 


groundless as the former. Mr. Grenville’s next courier 
will probably clear up matters. I did understand from 
him that such an acknowledgment was intended previous 
to the commencement of the treaty; and until it is made, 
and the treaty formally begun, propositions and discus- 
sions seem in consideration, to be untimely ; nor can I en- 
ter into particulars without Mr. Jay, who is now ill with 
the influenza.. My letter therefore to his Lordship, 1s 
merely complimentary on his late appointment. I wish a 
continuance of your health, in that at present sickly city, 
being with sincere esteem, Sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, A ae iB. FRANKLIN: 
wa ®. Daves Bisqiis(- Y dabttey tated | 


ihe way f & { he) i ee yr 


Ne 


5 tea 


~ I send you fuclosed the late reboliitittis of the State ig 
‘Meftaha 5 by which the ‘general disposition of people i m 
“America may be guessed, respecting any treaty to be pro- 
“posed by General Carleton if intended, which I do not 
believe. | ‘ 


_My Lor, | ps ae July 12, 1782. 
| Mr. Oswald informing me that ‘he is 
about to dispatch a courier, I embrace the opportunity of 
congratulating your Lordship on your appointment to the 
Treasury. Tt is an extension of your ‘power to do good, 
and i in that view, if in no other, it must increase your hap- 
piness which I heartily wish; being with great and sineere 
respect, my. Lord, your Lordships s most obedient and 
most humble servant, - ss —éB. si eae 
piece: Bastonrable’ the. Earl of Shelburne. 


i+ 
ys 
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Ext RACT ‘OF-A ‘Larter TO LE. “Manguis DE LA 
: Fayztre. os ey st 


Passy, July 24, 1782. 

“In answer to your questions, Mr. Os- 
yall’ is doing nothing, having neither powers nor instruc- 
tions ; and being tired of doing nothing, has dispatched 
a courier requesting leave to return. He has I believe re- 
ceived no letters since I saw you, from Lord Shelburne. 
Mr. Grenville’s return hither is. I think doubtful, as he 
was particularly connected in friendship with Mr. Fox; 
but if he stays I suppose some other will be sent, for I ri 
not yet see sufficient reason ‘to think they would abandon 
the negociation, though from some appearances I imagine 
they are more intent upon dividing us, than upon making 
a general peace..- I have heard nothing farther from Mr. 
Laurens, nor received any paper from him respecting. Lord 
Cornwallis, And since that General’s letter written after 
the battle of Camden, and ordering not only the confisca- 
tion of rebels’ estates, but the hanging of prisoners, has 
been made public, I should not wonder if the Congress were 
to disallow our absolution of his parole, and recall him to 
America. With everlasting esteem and respect, I =, 
dear Sir, yours most affectionate Ys B. Px RANKLIN.’ 


y 


‘PRom Davin Hanriey, Esq. M. P. TO noe 
ay ig on it : _ FRANKLIN. a ai , " ; 
My Dis Fries, +. London, July 26, 1788. 
. ~ You will have heard before you receive 
this, that Mr. Thomas Townshend is appointed Secretary 
of State for that department to which the American cor- 
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respondence belongs. He is, and has been for many 
years, one of my most intimate friends. A more honour- 
able and honest man, does not exist. I have been re- 
quested, in connection with him, to undertake one branch 
of his office relating to America, as instrumental to some 
necessary arrangements in the course of a negociation for 
peace with America, _The pomt which I have been. re- | 
quested to undertake i is, the case, or rather the diversity of 
cases of the American: ‘refugees. 1 understand that in the 
progress of this business, I shall be referred to a corres- 
pondence with you,’ as matter may arise. My purpose 
therefore for the present is only to advertise you of this, 3 in 
case you should have any preliminary matter to give or re- 
ceive elucidation upon. I am very ready to undertake any 
matter which may be necessary or. ‘instrumental towards 
peace, especially i in connection with my worthy friend Mr. 
‘Townshend. ‘ie 
You know all my principles upon American pacifica- 
tion, and sweet reconciliation, I shall always. remain in 
the same. But the delegation of a single point to me, 
such as the case of the refugees, does not. entitle me to 
advise upon the great outlines or principles of such pacific 
negociations. I shall retain my full reservation in such 
points as events may justify. My personal motive for 
saying this to you, is obvious. But in point of Justice to 
those who have at present the direction of public measures 
in this country, I must request that this caution of mine 
may be accepted only ‘as personal to myself, and not as 
inferential upon the conduct of others, where I am nota 
party. Having taken a zealous part in the principles and 
- negociations of peace, I wish to stand clear from any col- 
lateral constructions which might affect myself, and at the 
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same time not to impose any shikateres or inferential con- 
structions upon others. — 

God prosper the work of peace and good will.(as the 
means of peace) among men. I am ever your most affec- 
tionate friend, abe eb Me Harter. 


From Lorp GRANTHAM To Dr. FRANKLIN. " 


‘Sir, | | Whitehall, July 26, 1782. 
| As the’ first object of my wishes is to 
contribute to the establishment of an honourable and last- 
ing peace, I address myself to you without ceremony, upon 
the conviction that you agree with me in this principle. 
If I was not convinced that it was also the real system of 
the ministers of this country, I should rot now be co-ope- 
rating with them. ‘The step_ they had already taken, in 
sending Mr. Grenville to Paris, is a proof of their inten- 
tions, and as that gentleman does not return to_his station 
there, iy trust that the immediate appointment of a person 
to succeed him, will testify my agreement to the principles 
upon which he was employed, I therefore beg leave to 
recommend Mr. Fitzherbert* to your acquaintance: who has 
the King’s 8 commands to repair to Paris. — 

“As I have not the advantage of being known to you, I 
can claim no pretence for my application, to you, but my 
public ‘situation, and my desire to merit your confidence 
upon a. Subject of so much importance. as a pacification 
between the parties 1 now engaged i ina calamitous war. 

I have the honour to be, with. great regard, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, >) (GRANTHAM, 


ty 


to Fiat a 
ga) ee mb ey 


Alleyne Fitzherbert:—since created Lord St, Helens... 
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From Lorp SHetpurne, To Dr. FRANKLIN. | 
et Ving ati Shelburne House, July 27, 1782. 
ys I am ‘much. obliged by the honour of 
your letter of the 12th instant. You do me most accept- - 
able justice in supposing my happiness imtimately con- 
nected with that of mankind, and I can with truth assure 
you, it will give me great satisfaction in every situation to 
merit the continuance of your good opinion. . 
‘Thave the honour to be, with very sincere regard, and 
esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient and most humble 


servant, A i gy NE a SS 9S) ‘SHELBURNE. Ke 
To Mr. Oswaun. jabs cee at - 
SIR Passy, July 98, 1782. 3 0 clock “ Me " 


I have but this minute had an opportunity, 
by the departure of my company, of perusing the letters 
you put into my hands this afternoon ; and I return them 
directly without waiting till our steavisag to-morrow morn- 
ing, because I would not give a moment’ 8 delay to the. de- 
livery of those directed to other persons. The situation 
of Captain Asgill and his family afflicts me: but I do not 
see what can be done by any one here to relieve them. . It 
cannot be supposed that General Washington has the least 
desire of taking the life of that gentleman. _ His aim is to 
obtain the punishment, committed on a prisoner in cold 
blood, by Captain Lippincott. If the English refuse to 
deliver up or punish this murderer, it is saying that they 
chuse to preserve him rather than Captain Asgill. It 
seems to me therefore that the application should be made 
to the English ministers, for positive orders directing Ge- 
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neral Carleton to deliver up Lippincott, which orders 
being obtained should be dispatched immediately by a 
swift sailing vessel. I do not think any other means can 
produce, the effect desired. ~The cruel murders of this 
kind committed by the: English on our people ‘since the 
commencement of the war, are innumerable. | ~The con- 
gress and their generals, to satisfy the people, have often 
threatened retaliation; but have always hitherto forborne 
to execute it, and they have often been told insultingly by 
their enemies, that this forbearance did not proceed from 
humanity but fear. General Greene, though he solemnly 
and. publicly. promised it i a proclamation, never made 
any retaliation for the murder of Col. Haynes, and many 
others in Carolina ; and the people, who now think that 
if he had fulfilled his promise, this crime would not have 
been committed, clamour so loudly, that [ doubt General 
Washington cannot well refuse what appears to them so 
just and necessary for their common security. Tam per- 
suaded nothing I could say to him on the occasion, would 
have the least effect in changing his determination. Ex- 
cuse me then if -I presume to advise the dispatching a 
courier immediately to London, proposing to the. conside- 
ration of ministers the sending such orders to General 
Carleton directly. ‘They would have an excellent effect 
in other views... The post goes to-morrow morning at ten 
o’clock.; but as nine days have been spent in bringing. the 
letters have by. that conveyance, an express is preferable. 
With sincere esteem I have the honour tovbe, &e. 
, ‘B. FRANKLIN. 
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To M. LE Comrt DE VERGENNES. 
Te Passy, August 8, 1782. 


Yesterday Mr. Oswald spo mop to 
Mr. Jay and me, a paper he had just received from his 
court, being a copy of the King’s order to the attorney or 
solicitor general to prepare a commission to pass the 
great seal, appointing him to treat with us, &e. and he 
showed us a letter from Mr. Secretary Townshend, which 
expresses his concern that the commission itself could not 
be sent, by this courier, the officers who were to expedite 
it being in the country, which would occasion a delay “of 
eight or ten days; but. that its being then sent might be 
depended on, and it was hoped the treaty might in the 
mean time be proceeded on. Mr. Oswald left with mea 
copy of the paper which I inclose for your Excellency’ s 
consideration, and am with great respect, Sir, your Ex- 
lency’s, &c, 4 _.  B. Franxuiy, 


‘Sir, 


ANSWER, — 


A.M. Franxuin, 

af Je recois, Monsieur, la lettre de ce jour 
dont vous m’avez honoré, et la copie du pouvoir que M. , 
Oswald vous a communiqué. | La forme dans laquelle il 
est concu wétant pas celle qui est usitée,. je ne puis pas 
arréter mon opinion a une premiére vue, je vais Vexami- 
ner avec la plus grande attention, et si vous “youlez bien 
vous rendre ici Samedi matin, je pourrai en conférer avec 
vous, et avec M. Jay sil lui étoit ‘commode. de vous 


- accompagner. 
J’ai Vhonneur d’etre, trés-parfaitement, Moisieue votre 
trés humble, &e. —— ‘De VERGENNES. 


Fersailles, le 8 Aoiit, 1782. 
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Extract OF A ork To tHE Hon. Rogpert 
| ’ Re Livingston. 


Passy, August. 12, 1782. 


76S The second changes in the ministry of 
England have occasioned or have» afforded pretences for — 
various delays in the negociation for peace. \Mr: Gren- 
ville had two successive imperfect commissions. He was 
at length recalled, and Mr. Fitzherbert is now arrived to 
replace him, with a commission in due form to treat with 
France, Spain, and Holland. Mr. Oswald, who: is here, 
is informed that a commission impowering’ him® to ‘treat 
with the commissioners of congress will pass. the seals, 
and be sent him in a few days. ‘Tull it arrives, this court 
will not proceed in its own negociation.. I send the ena- 
bling act, as it is called. Mr. Jay will acquaint you with 
what passes between him and the Spanish ambassador 
respecting the proposed treaty with Spain. I will only 
mention that my conjecture of that court’s design to coop 
us up within the Alleghany mountains is now manifested : 
I hope congress will insist on the Missisipi as the boun- 
dary, and the free navigation of the river, from which they 
. would entirely exclude us.” ics , iia nahuriaee 


From Davin Hartiey, Esq. M. P. TO Dr. 
| FRANKLIN. | 


My pear Frienn, — Loadel aio 16, 1782. 


Yours I received by Major Young tegether 
with the work of your véritable philosophe, which is full 
of humanity. I was not, before that,'at a loss where 1 
should have looked for my véritable philosophe in the 
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present ‘actual scene of public - politics, Your honest, 
anxious, and unremitted endeavours towards the re-esta- 
" blishment of peace, must endear you to your own country, 
and to'all mankind. Whatever may have been transacting 
in America, (if it can be possible that the suspicions which 
you ‘mention should become true) viz. to tamper with 
America for.a breach of faith, of which some suspicions 
seem to bethrown out by the provinces of Maryland and 
Philadelphia, I can, give the strongest testimonies of the 
constant honour and good faith of your conduct and. cor- 
respondencies ; and my letters to you will bear me equal 
testimony; that-[-have never thrown out any dishonourable — 
suggestions to you... When the proposed congress of your 
véritable philosophe shall meet, neither of us need fear its 
censures, upon the strictest examination of our correspon 
dence... We. will claim the a s character of me sincere 


statesmansA) cd ermadic 4 Ne aera YS ORO gata rth 
“a Who knew no though but what the world might hear. heme 
Lig. any Mile pepe 


les Rsstn se ‘suspicion it. must be some a isferdaii to.both, 
of us to know, that no- line or word has ever passed be- 
tween us, but. what the governments of Great Britain, 
France, and America, might freely peruse as the words of, 
good faith, peace and sweet reconciliation. ae er fe 
‘The resolutions of Maryland and. Bbilgdelphiny to ogether. 
even be doubt suggested woe hen they may ‘not. be. in 
waiting for events in America, give me much concern. 
Not being informed to a certainty of the ‘state of the ne- 
gociation, I have declined any concern with ministry upen, 
the subject of the refugees, &c. My assistance cannot be. 
indispensable upon that topic, but I deem it indispensable 
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to myself, not to bé committed:in unknown ground, which 
from: the points'above mentioned must appear dubious to 
me. These are the reasons which I gave to the minister. 
for declining. I must at the same time give him the jus- 
tice of the most absolute and. unlimited professions of 
sincerity for peace. Whatever divisions there may: have 
been, as you say, suspected in the cabinet, there are some 
of his colleagues still remaining, in whom I have the 
greatest confidence for sincerity-and good intentions. The 
-public prints of this country have stated what are ‘called 
shades of difference as to the mode. ‘Those opinions 
which are imputed to Mr.\Fox ‘are certainly most suitable . 
to my opinions. Tam free to confess’ to ‘you that my 
wishes would have been to have taken the most ‘decisive 
ground relating to independence, &c. immediately from the 
27th of March last, viz. the accession of ‘the change of 
ministry. But I agree with you in sentiment;  yiz. to 
concur with all the good that offers, when we cannot. ob- 
tain all the good that we might wish. ‘The situation of 
my sentiments at present is, an unbiased’ neutrality of 
ener ped as events may justify. ga AR ta Do 
‘T shall be obliged’ to you for the earliest communica- 
tions of any public events in America which may come to 


7 


Europe, with any public resolutions of congress or pro- 
vinces, &c. and all memorials or negociations which may 
pass between the parties in America. | am very anxious 
-. to have the earliest informations to form my opmions' 
upon, and to be prepared accordingly. My utmost en-» 
deavours will always be exerted to the blessed work of 
peace. Iam ever, youraffectionate’ “D. Hartiry. > 


i». mi?» 4 Pye 
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To nis Excerrency J. Jay, Esq. 

vo” Dwar Gin? ?O ©6899 Passy, Sept? 4, 1782. 
SAO Fike Fi ‘Mr. Oswald’s ‘courier being returned, with. 
directions’ to him,;°to'make the’ independence: of America 
the first article in the treaty, I’ would wait on‘ you if I 
could, to discourse on the subject : but as 1 cannot, I 
wish, to ‘see yous here this evening, if not inconvenient to 
you.) » With great esteem, I have the honour to be, deat 
Sir, your: most obedient and most. humble servant, eth? 

a er aes Hea He oo )B. FRAnKurny r 


Ye PS Oy rg Z Roy Gary? 7 
19.7 PR OTIUAS Biss. De 


y a tng de} asc r wart} ay 5 ORR E ree 
Biel we 
Letter and ‘official jee path from, RAR arp Os- 


ner WALD, 2. Dz. FRANKLI PKS Labeed; 
Srr,. eee 


0 PP ol 


open Fieger i, ary, S Siri; SR TF eee baiiali 


aw Leet 


In consequence of the notice), Auber padiiet 
now had Sain 1 Mr. Jay of your desire, of an extr act, from 

my | last letter from. the. secretary of. state, regarding the 
proposed t treaty, on the subject of American, affairs 5..and. 
my. authority in relation thereto, I _take the liberty _to, send. 
the s same ‘inclosed ; _ which, together with the. powers:con-. 
tained it in ‘the cc commission. which I had the, honour, of, ay- 
ing before you, and Mr. Distak am 1 hopeful, will satisty 
you of the willingness and sincere desire of his ye 
give you entire content on n that vrs subir rent 


Mm 
a x 


ap gl 


wine on you sayitll which | was Soh meee dad I 
should be informed: by Mr. Jay, that you was well éfough 
to see. me upon business. -4. heartily. wish you a recovery, 
of your health, and am,,with, sincere: esteern'and regard, 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, ? | 
Paris, September 5, 1782. RicHarD warn. 


/ 
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¢ Enclosed in the foregoing, ). 


Extract of a sf ther to Ricnarp Oswatp, Eso. from 
_the Right Honourable. THomas 'TOWNSHEN)D, one 
of his Majesty’ 3. prinipal Secretaries of nes dated 
_ Whitehall, Sept. 1, 1782. 

Sir, ; on ; a 4" 2 get my Byes 

whe wit J] ner tecutead and laid before the King, 
your letters of the 17th, 18th, and 21st ult.; and I am_ 
commanded to signify to you his Majesty’s approbation 
of your conduct, in communicating to the American Com- 
missioners the fourth article of your instructions; which 
could ‘not but convince them, that the negociation for 
peace, and the cession of independence to the Thirteen 

United Colonies, were intended to be carried on and con- 

cluded with the Commissioners in Europe. 
Those gentlemen having expressed their ‘eeebetaca 

concerning that article, it is hoped they will not entertain 

a'déubt of his Majesty’s determination to exercise, in the 
fullest extent, the powers with which the act of parliament 
hath invested him, by granting to America, full, complete, 
and unconditional independence, i in the most explicit 1 man- 
ner, as an article of tr eaty. 


“Paris, Sept. 5, 1782. en ¥ ee eee Onwanp,” | 


eee Davin Hartiey, Esq. M. P. To Dr. 
pees FRANKLIN. 


My. psar FRIEND,, . Hotel d- Yotcis Sept.7, 1782. 
I beg of you not to forget your letter to 

Mr. Fox. ‘The purpose of my jouriey to England will 

Vor. IL. s 
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be, to do the best in my power for things and persons, 
and particularly ‘for 1 “my ‘friends. If you have any other 
private letters, send ‘them to me; + Twill’ deliver them.’ I 
hope likewise to be ‘personally aaryea with the answers. 
I am ‘better this morniig, and shall certainly. set out very 
eaily to-morrow morning. Pray give my best compli- 
ments to Mr. and Mrs. Jay, and Mr. Temple Franklin. 
T Wish you all liealth till I have the pleasure of seeing yon 
again. Your ever miost affectionate ies “i mt 


Woorause hehe wea 0 ee “Hantiey, 

IV aIMA A VV SENG ES rs 4) og my, 

saaht nea Ricwans Oswatp, Esq. | 
‘Sin, gs pe nae ‘Passy, Seno 8, 17824, 


Ab Bas ah have. na a the honour of ,yours,,dated 
the 5th Salt inclosing, an extract of a Laseai to your 
Excellency from, the Right Hon. Thomas ‘Townshend, 
one of his “Majesty's s principal Secretaries of State, where- 
in your. conduct i in communicating to us the fourth article 
of your instr uctions appears to have. been approved by his 
Majesty. I suppose. therefore. that. there is: no:impro- 
priety in my, requesting a copy of that Instruction; and if - 
you see none, I wish to receive it from you, hoping it may 
be of use in removing some of the difficulties that obstruct 
our proceeding. With great and sincere esteem, J am, 
Sir, your Cree $ most. phediont and most, humble 
servant, oth ‘ HLys i, a (oaBe FRanxuin.: ‘ 
8 genom ie fourth ajniekdes i is Majesty’ prenve 
to, Richard Oswald, for his government: in treating’ with 
the. Comunissioners ,of meas meer tie eg Colonies: of 
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America. for a truce or peace; ‘he said instructions being 
dated the 31st day of July, 1782; viz. hd 
“ 4th Article. In case you find the Acieritad Com- 
missioners are not at liberty to treat on any terms short of 
independence, you are to declare to them, that you have 
authority to make that concession. Our ardent wish for 
peace disposing us to purchase it at the price of acceding 
to the complete independence of the Thirteen Colonies, 
namely, New Hampshire, Massachusett’ s Bay, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Caroliua, South Carolina, and Georgia in 
North America.” | 


5 hae: nar % 1782... . Ricnarp Oswa.p. 


posal River How. rae Risa OF Gaavinan. 


_My ‘Lorp, . we wth Passy, Sept. 11, 1782. 


pun _A long and severe indisposition has delayed 
my, ile ll the receipt of the letter your Lordship 
did me the:honour of writing to me by Mr. Fitzherbert. © 
_ You,do, me justice in believing that I agree with you 
im earnestly wishing the establishment of an honourable 
and lasting peace ; and I am happy to be assured by your 
Lordship that it.is the system/of the ministers with whom 
you are.co-operating. I know it to be the sincere desire 
of the United States, and with such dispositions on both 
sides, there is reason to hope that the good work in its 
progress will meet with little difficulty. A small one has - 
occurred in the commencement, with which Mr. Oswald 
will acquaint you. I flatter myself that means will be 


\ 
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found on your part for:removing, it; and my best endea-. 
vours in removing seta cacti ones a any should arise) 
may be reliedon. i) 2} boie ae 

aus | had the honour of boine ‘alg to your. Tuontehio's 
fue On several occasions he manifested a regard for 
me, and: ‘aconfidence i in me. I shall be happy if my con- 
duct in the present important business may procure me 
the same rank in the esteem of his worthy successor, 
am, with sincere respect, my Lord, your Lordship’s most 
- obedient and most humble ahi B, FRANKLIN, 


bik Gs Davin. Hantay, Esq. 


ty FT p: 


Me» ‘DEAR FRIEND,. mn a (Pili Sept. 17, 1788. 


r 


f 


vol’ ©). <Sinee those acknowledged: in fnelayse 
eee received your, several favours of August 16,20, and 
~ oDhave beenva long time afflicted-with the gravel and 
gout, which. have much indisposed me: for. writing. 1 am 
even now in pain, but will not longer delay some answer. 
I did not perfectly comprehend the nature of your 
appointment respecting the refugees, and I supposed you 
would’ in a subsequent letter explain it. But as I now 
find. you have. declined the service, such el 0 a 1s 
become. umnecessary.. | wii 
I did receive the paper you. enquire about; intitled Pre- 
liminaries, and. dated May, 1782," but i it was from ‘you, and 
I know. nothing of their having | Jay communicated to this 


Fie ¥ 
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Court. The third proposition, ‘ ‘6 that ‘in ¢ case ‘ihe: negocia- 


aed 


tion. ‘between Great Britain, ae, the allies ‘Or . \merica. 
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should not succeed, but war continue between them, 
America shouldact and be treated as a neutral nation,” 
appeared at first sight inadmissible, being contrary t6 our 
treaty. The truce too seems not to have been desired by 
any of the parties: With unalterable esteem and affection, 
1 am, my" dear friend, ever Pome i be 
From Ricuarb Oswatp, mee TO. “Bensamry 
FRANKLIN, Esq. Hi 
Sir, tigate ee Paris, Sept. 24,1782. 
Having received),by. a courier just now 
ar rived, a letter from Mr. Secretary Townshend, in answer 
to mine which went by the messenger dispatched from 
hencé on the 12th, I take this opportunity of Mr. White- 
ford to send you @ copy of it. I hope’ ‘he will bring good 
diécounts of your health, which I sincerely wish, and’ am, 
your ‘Excellency’ $ most obedient humble servant, » 
Nrea  Giier arte? SEF oP OaNs Oe “Rrenarp Oswatp. - 
een tne Rienr Hon. a Tb Sonal sso 
TO Ricwarp yr Esq. . (Private). 


+, 
=} 


Sit, | ad | Whitehall, Sept. 20, 1782. 
" I i on Paeney last Yat pages of 

the 16th and 1th of this month. | ie : 
A meeting of the King’ s. ebndiicn etal? servants was held 
as soon as possible. to consider the contents of them, ‘and 
it was at once ‘agreed. to make the alteration in the com- 
mission ‘proposed: by ‘Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jay. I trust 
that the readiness’ with which this proposal. has. been 
accepted, will be considered as an ample testimony of the 
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openness and sincerity with which the government of this 
country is disposed to tr eat with the Americans. re ede 
_ The commission is passing with as. much dispatch as 
the. forms.of office. will allow, but Ti thought it. material 
that no. delay. should happen. in. giving you. notice of the 
determination of. his _Majesty’s council: “upon this subject. 
You tay receive. the commission very ‘soon “after. ‘this 
reaches you. Lam,, with great regard, Sir, your,most 
obedient bumble servant, Wall Ya “de TowNsHEND. 


ak 


Extkact oF w& Oe Pen TO THE Hon, Rosier 
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Pod Muy Ditwns R. Livineston: <2 ee 


at 3B 


__ Passy, y Sept 6, ‘vyse. 


he Ars Giada hays: » 
spied Wht 040% The, aa et for peace hase hitharte 
amounted to fades more than mutual, professions, of, sincere 
desires, Suet, being, obstructed » iby, the want of. due form. 
in the English commissions appointing their plenipoten- 
tiaries, . ‘The objections. made to those for treating with 
France, Spain, and Holland, were first removed ;_ and by 
the -enclosed ‘it seems. thaby our, objections, to. that for 


ihe ti be paw gy 
| ae = Ny, sik dy ®t W a4 hb be ng TR » ae v « 
f a iY 4 ec ane Weed, Seay hea a hee? 4210 & hy a4 PF AROS gills 
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nah Se a a" 1 "The Commission te Me ge oo nea 


oxiaTssio¥" aHaee’ ‘the Great Seal’ of Giix: Britaty,; em- 
powering Ricuarp Oswatp,’ Esq! to treat with'the: Conusss 
Bis oka of the’ ‘Turnreey ‘Unsrrep: Stages of apres 


PVRs 


iy - Grphex the Third, by the Grace of God, ‘of ‘Great 
Britain, Fiasiée,! and Treland, King, ‘Defender of the Faith, and so 
forth, To our trusty and well beloved Richard Oswald, of our city 
of London, Esq, greeting, Whereas by virtue of an Act passed in 
the last session of parliament, intitled, an Act to enable his Ma- 
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‘treating with us will’now be removed~also ; so that- we 
expect to begin in avfew days our Sree tharkagy » But 


we et (aes RS a3 ORE BE Se tE ering anes EN Re a aa WAR: > Mr see — se te a 


ry to acanetute a peace or truce ah certain plone in 1 North 
‘America therein mentioned, it is recited, that it is essential to the 
interest, welfare, and prosperity of Great Britain and the Colonies 
or Plantations of New Hampshire, Massachusett’s Bay, Rhode 
‘sland, Connecticut, , New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, ‘the 
three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
‘Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia in North America, that 
peace, intercourse, trade and commerce; should be restored be- 
tween them; therefore, and fora full manifestation of our earnest 
wish and desire, and of that of our parliament, to put an end to— 
the calamities of war, it is enacted, that it should and might be 
lawful for us, to treat, consult of, agree and conclude with any 
Commissioner or Commissioners, named or to be named by the 
said. Colonies or Plantations, or any of them respectively, or with 
any bedy ar bodies corporate or politic, or any assembly or assem- 
blies, or description « of men, or any person or persons whatsoever, 
@ peace or a truce with the said Colonies or Plantations, or any of 
them, or any part or parts thereof, any law, act or acts of parlia~ 
ment, ‘matter or thing to the contrary in any wise notwithstand- 
ing; Now know ye, that we, reposing especial trust in your wis- 
dom, loyalty, diligence, and circumspection, in the managemeut 
_of the affairs to be hereby committed to your charge, have nomi- 
nated'and appointed, constituted and assigned, and by these pre- 
sents.do nominate and appoint, constitute, and assign you the said 
Richard Oswald to be our Commissioner in that. behalf, to use and 
exercise all.and every the powers and. authorities hereby entrusted 
and committed to you the said Richard Oswald, and to do, per- 
form, and execute all. ‘other ‘matters and thing's hereby enjoined 
and committed to your care, during our will and no longer, a accord- 
ing to the tenour. of these-our letters patent; And it is our royal 
will and pleasure, and we ‘do hereby. authorise, empower, and re- 
quire you the’ said Richard Oswald, to treat, consult of, and can- 
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there are so many interests°to ‘be® considered and settled 
‘in a peace between five different nations, that it-will- 


PRE ‘ 

elude, iy any i Net cera! or persons vested. with | equal 
powers, by and on‘the part of the Thirteen United ‘States of Ame- 
‘rica, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusett’s Bay, Rhede Island, 
Connecticut, New” York; New Je ersey, ‘Pennsylvania, -the three 
lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
‘South Carolina, and Georgia i in North America, a a peace or a truce 
with the said ‘Thirteen United ‘States, any law, act or acts of par- 
liament, matter or thing to the contrary in any wise ‘notwithstand- , 
ing. And it is our further will and pleasure, that every. regiltation, 
provision, ‘matter or thing, which shall have been agreed upon 
between you ‘the said Richard Oswald and such Cotathissioners or 
persons as aforesaid, with whom you” ‘shall have j udged 1 meét dnd 
stiflicient ‘to enter into such agreement, shall ‘oh filly and dis: 
tinctly set forth in writing, and authenticated by your hand and 
seal on one side, ‘and by the hands’ and seals of such “Comimis- 
sioners or persons on the’ other, and such instrument’ so’ atithén- 
ticated, ‘shall be by you transmitted to us, through one’ of “our” 
principal ‘Secretaries of State. And it is’ our’ farther Will avid’ 
pleasure,” that you the” ‘said “Richard” ‘Oswald, shall: promise and 
engage for us, and’in our roya! name and word, that ¢ every regtila-. 
tion, provision, matter, or thing; which may be agreed'to’ and’: con=* 
cluded by you our said Commissioner, shall be ratified’ and’ con- 
firmed by us, in the fullest manver and extent ;” ‘and that we will’ 
not suffer them ‘to be violated or counteracted, either in whole or 
in part, by’ any person whatsoever. And we do hereby require 
and command all our officers, civil and military, and all others our 
loving subjects whatsoever, to be aiding and. assisting unto you 
the said Richard Oswald; in'the execution of this our commission, 
and of the powers and authorities herein contained. ‘Provided 
always, and.we do hereby.declare and ordain, that the several 
offices, powers and authorities hereby granted, shall cease, deter- 
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be. in yt to: flatter ried with ‘a ieee speedy con- 
‘ehysioust err R A Stee GL aoe ye 
To tar Hon. Ropert R. ‘Livineston. 


ab re ve ie Passy Oct. 14, 1782. 
ai mt have bat just received information of this op- 


¢ 


‘mine, and hecome ately. fle ana Wid on fe first ay of Sul ly, 
which-shall be in the year of our. Lord one thousand seven, hun- 
dred. and. eighty-three, although we shall not ‘otherwise in the 
mean time have, revoked and determined the same. ‘And whereas 
in and by your commission and letters patent, under our great si seal 
‘of Great Britain, bearing date the seventh day of August last, we 
nominated and appointed, constituted and assigned you t the said 
Richard , Oswald. to, be our Commissioner, to treat, consult of, 
agree and, conclude, with, any, Commissioner or -Commnissioners 
named,or to be named by. certain Colonies or ‘Plantations therein 
‘specified, a peace or truce with. the ‘said Colonies or Plantations ; 
Now know. ye, that we. have revoked and determined, and by 
these presents do revoke and determine our said commission and 
letters, patent, and all and every power, article, and thing, therein 
contained. _In,witness whereof, we. have caused. these our letters 
to be made, patent... 

_ Witness our self at Westminster, the twenty-first doy of Sep- 
Fame and the twenty-second year of our reign. 

By. the King himself, © 

: YORKE. 


' 
ey ry Shc Or Sas As % Be Lt eee Bae | 


6 vis ‘ ia ' 
4 pst ¥ y ' g “iy (Y OE SW ey fy Fiat a y Tho i Fae i . wy r LOS": a 


‘. date 


“Paris, Oct. ‘ hs 1782. i aati that thé adjoining is- a trie copy 
or the’commission, of which — ‘it purports to’ nor ake which 
has been ‘shown to Di ‘Franklin and’ sont ephordl: Seas) se 
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portunity, and have only time. allowed to write afew lines. 
-Inmy last. of the 26th past, I mentioned that the nego- 
ciations for peace had been obstructed by the want of due 
form in the: English Commissions, appointing their ple- 
nipotentiaries. _ In that for treating with us the mevtion- 
ing our States by their public name had been avoided, 
which we objecting to, another is come, of which Iesend 
a copy iclosed. — We have now made several preliminary 
propositions, which the English minister, Mr. Oswald, has 
approved, and sent: ‘to his Court. He thinks: ‘they! will be 
approved there, but I have’: some doubts.’ Ina few days, 
however, the answer expected will” determine. » By: the 
first of these ar ‘ticles the King. of, Great Britain renounces 
for. himself, and successors all. claim and pretension to do- 
minion cor | territory) within: the: ‘Thirteen? Lauted- States ; 
and: the! boundaries are described as in’ our-instiuctions ; 
except that the line between ‘Nova Scotia and New Eng- 
land. Js to be settled ‘by. Commissioners after the. Peace. 
By felts article the fi fishery. 1D the ‘American, Seas is to 
be. freely exercised by the De otiaaaa: wherever. they night 
formerly exercise it) while-united with Great: Britany = By 
another, thé citizens and’ subjectsof each nation are to 
enjoy the same. protection and privileges in’ Gach ‘other’s 
ports and countries respecting commerce, duties, &e., that 
are enjoyed by native subjects. "Phe articles are drawn up 
very fully by Mr. Jay; who I suppose sends you a copy; 
if not, it will go by the next opportumty. It these articles 
are agreed. to, I apprehend little difficulty. in the rest, 
Something has been mentioned about the. refugees and 
English debts, but not insisted on, as we declared at once, 


that whatever ‘cotfiscations had been made in America, 
_ P # 
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being in. virtue of the laws. of particular States, the Con- 
gress, had no. authority to repeal those laws, and therefore 
could give us none to stipulate for such repeal. 

The ministry bere have been induced to send over M. de 
Rayneval, Secretary of the Council, to converse with 
Lord Shelburne, and endeavour to form by that means a 
nore perfect judgment. of what was to be expected from 
the negociation. ble was five. or six, days i in England, saw 
all the ministers, and returned quite satisfied that they are 
sincerely desirous of peace; $o that: the negociations now 
go on with some prospect of success, But the Court and 
people of. England are very, changeable. _ A little turn of 
fortune J im their. fayour sometimes turns their heads ; vand 1 
shall not think a. speedy peace to be depended on till, I see 
the treaties. signed. With great esteem, I have the honour 


to, as Ke, sito et deals nay: we tte Fraxxutn.. a7 
iP my tk Pe mig ‘ aoe pmiyet k ‘ i A Stee 
A To: His s Brelleney J Tish vier Esq. Minister: Plt: 
free ERS PEGE! ogninsoniins Bo tie 
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SiR... puree. | ty vane 15, yg i, 


: ie bi aids painful illness has prevented my 
corresponding with your Excellency regularly... « «- 

Mr. Jay has, I believe, acquainted you with the obstruc- 
_ tions our peace negociations haye met with, and that they 
are at length removed. By the next Courier expected 
from London, we may be able. perhaps to form some 
judgment of the probability of success, so far as relates to 
our part of the peace. How.likely. the other powers:are 
to-settle their pretensions I cannot yet learn, Inthe mean 
time America is gradually growing more easy, by the 
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énemy’s evacuation ‘of their posts; as you will see by 


‘some intelligence I inclose.. With great respect, Lhave 


thehonoutiha vid BERENS A IB. recon ; 
eho THE o Rieut manne 7... TowNnsnenn TO »aBne 
a, Syicbteiee Aes Miksa iaiistoat \ : de hs 


“¥ en EFS 9949 ~ Whitehall, Oct. 23, V 782. 


we 


» As Mr. sidehays * is going from heneeé to Paris 
Pets sonie particulars for Mr. Oswald, which. ‘were not 
easily to be explained in writing, I take the liberty: ‘of in- 
troducing him to your ‘acquaintance, though I am not sure’ 
that he is: ‘not already a little ‘known to you. “The conti- 
dential ‘situation in which he stands with me makes. me 
particularly desirous of presenting him to you, fe SH Sart 
- Tbelieve, Sir, 1am enough known to: you bd to 
believe me, when I say, that there has. not. been from the: 
beginning a siggle person more averse to the unhappy 
war, or who wishes more earnestly,.than:I:do;:for a.retura. 
of peace and mutual amity between Great Britain. and 
Amaeiica. Iam, with great regard, Sir, your most! obe- 
dist ee ne os Ts Townasien p: 
ANSWER TO THE Rienr Hon. Tnomas mMpawwe: 
“ LD Ob BEND. 


One ef his Mayesty’ s ig a Secretaries of State. 


_ SiR, ines pinot ag Hasey p Nosiite 1782. 
mS peererd the letter ou did rie! honoursof 


i 


% » 7 
SW 1s be ag) ee 194! 1D 1G 


¢ 


¥ il 


“a Under’ ecretih of State in the ‘Department of Mr. Tews 
hend :—(afterwards Lord Sydney), — 


‘ 
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Writing to'me by Mr. ‘Strachey; and ‘was much pleased 
with the opportunity it gave me of renewing and increasing 
my acquaintance with a gentleman of ’so.amiable and de- 
serving acharacter" . 3 we 
Lam sensible you have ever’ been averse to the miea- 
sures that brought on this unhappy war; I have therefore 
no doubt of the sincerity of your wishes for a return of 
peace. ' Mine are equally. earnest. »-Nothing. therefore 
except the beginning of the war, has given’ me more con- 
cern than:to learn at the conclusion of ‘our conferences, 
that: itvis not likely to be soon: ended: Be assured no. en+ 
deavours’ on my part would be wanting. to remove any 
difficulties: that may have arisen, or even if a peace were 
made, to procure afterwards any changes it-the treaty that 
might» tend to render it more perfect, and the peace*more 
-durable.' ‘But we who are here at so. great a distance from 
our constituents, have tiot the possibility offebtaining in a 
few days fresh instructions, as is the case with your nego- 
ciators, and are therefore obliged to insist’on what is con- | 
formable: to those -we have, and at the same time appears 
to us justand’reasonable. With great esteem and respect, 


I have the honour, to ik, Shot Ke. B. FrRanKuin. 
; sink. 9 ay ot: ae ey cy hf ae 4 hr 24. Ay Baik wo, & 


* Dr. Franklin had formerly known this gentleman when he 
acted as Secretary to the Commission which Lord Howe and his 
brother the General were charged with, in America, in the year 
- 1776; the particulars of which are related in the Memoirs of the 
Life of Dr. Franklin, > » th tit abies Yip Say 
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. Gino fie rea esedy . tg Se at ii Pry 
iin dase cael ~— 70 THE. MaiNtse 
vers PLENIPOTENTIARY FROM’ THE UNITED 
witclapiinan OAR gitayt «of Ra 


vonmdnaencye 3 aint: AP vie Nov: 5, 1782.» 


~ Knowing the atpeutatiai of the King’s mi- 
nisters, that full indemnity shall be provided for the whole 
body of refugees, either by a restitution of their property, 
or by some stipulated compensation for their losses, and 
being confident, as I have repeatedly | assured you, that 
your refusal upon this point will be the great obstacle toa 
conclusion and ratification of that peace ‘which is meant 
asa solid, perfect, permanent reconciliation and re-tnion 
between Great Britain and America, lam unwilling to 
leave Paris without once more submitting the matter to 
your consideration. It affects equally in my opinion the 
honoar and humanity of your country and. of ‘ours. How 
far you will be justified in risking every favourite object of 
America, by contending against those principles, is for 
you to determine. Independence and more than a rea- 
sonable possession of territory seem to be within your 
reach. Will you suffer them to be outweighed by the: 
gratification of resentment against 1 individuals? A yenture 
to ‘assert that such a conduct hath no parallel i in ‘the history, 
of. civilized nations. Basel. <8)" 

LE: am. ‘under the necessity of setting . ‘out. by. two 9 ‘clock 
to day ; if the time is too short: for your re-consideration, 
and final deter mination of this important point, I shall 
hope that you will enable Mr. Oswald to dispatch: a mes- 
senger after me, who may be with me before morning at 
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Chantilly, where I propose sleeping to-night, or who may 
’ overtake me before L arrive in London, with a satisfactory 
answer to this letter. I have» the honour to'be, Gentle- 


tlemen, Yours,&c. 9 AL Se acnty. 
wih Answer to the foregoing. ) sie 

a To H. Si nag Esg. © ey: He 

“Sik, by euede _ Paris, Nair Ge 1789. 


We hake has ree with your favour of the 
5th instant, and as our answer to a letter we received from 
Mr. Oswald on the same subject, contains our unanimous 
sentiments respecting it, we take the liberty of ‘referring 
you to the inclosed copy of that answer. We have the 
honour to be, Sir, your most obedient, Xe. © 


Cory or THE LerTER to Mr. Oswain. : 


SIR, Y Sh : ‘Nov. 6, 1780. 

In answer to Ba lettds you did us thie, Honour to 
write on. the ‘4th instant, we beg leave to repeat what: we 
often said in conversation; viz. that the restoration: of such 
of the estates of refugees, as have been confiscated, is im~ 
practicable, because they were confiscated by laws of par- 
ticular states, and in many instances have passed by legal 
titles © through several hands. Besides, Sir, as this, is a 
matter ‘evidently appertaining ‘to the internal polity of the 
separate, states, the Congress by the nature of our constl- 
tution have no authority to interfere with it.- 
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As to your demand of ‘compensation to those persons, 
we: forbear enumerating ‘our reasons for thinking*it'ill 
founded: in the moment of conciliatory overtures it would 
not be.proper to cali certain scenes into view, over’ which 
a variety of considerations should induce both parties, at 
present to. draw.a veil. Permit-us therefore only to'repéat, 
that we cannot stipulate for such compensation, unless ‘on 
your part it be agreed to make retribution to our citizens 
‘for the heavy losses they have sustained is the unnecessary 
destruction of their private property.) | 0) 08 
_ We have already agreed to an amnesty more extensive 
than justice. required, and full as extensive as humanity 
could: demand. . We can therefore bane iets that cans 
not be extended further. HSbiy aty oe 2G OES te TH 
» We should be sorry if. the absolute impossibility of our 
complying further with your propositions on this head, 
should induce Great Britain to continue the war, for the 
sake of those who caused and prolonged ity Butif that 
should: be the case, we hope that the utmost. aatinide: will 
not be again givento itsrigours. 
Whatever may be the issue of this negociation, be: ‘as- 
sured, Sir, that we shall always acknowledge the liberal, 
manly, and candid manner in which you’ have conducted 
it; and that we shall remain with the warmest sentiments 
of esteem and ria di most a obedient and very Rintbt? | 
rian ps , ns wit: 
i aotg wii aotenehedt & 


+ 
eS 


LOPCE Re 


: ah . - ry? “ : i Fig: : z ; ees . a : SEER a 
A tile proposed by the American Plenipotentiartes, 
ab Be nit a i j ah te OS ESS AS ohey td RAS eH Ea 3 RSF 


_ It is agreed: that his Britannic Majesty willear' 
nestly recommend it to his parliament to provide for, and 
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wiag oat! ©! Gucisemegnroe 10 Desai iY @ 
coleguaaiouticeitsathe ai tiaiitniietsiait dilator of 
Boston, whose goods and: merchandize were \ seized ‘and 
taken out-of their stores, warehouses and shops, by order 
of General Gage. and others:of his commanders or ofticers 
there, and also to:the inhabitants of Philadelphia, for the 
goods taken, away. by. his army there; and to make ‘com- 
pensation also for the tobacco, rice, indigo, negroes, &c. — 
seized and carried off by: his armies under: Generals Ar= 
nold, Cornwallis, and others, from:the State of Virginia, 
North, and, South:Carolina, and Georgia. ‘And. also for 
all vessels and cargoes belonging to the inhabitants of the 
said, United States, which were | stopped, seized, or taken, 
either in the ports or on the seas, by his governors or by 
his ships of war, before the declaration -of war agamst the 

said. States. ad: deoumoni) Bes Se genten ang lqa, 

. And it is further agreed, that his Britannic Majesty. ail 
also earnéstly) recommend »it to ‘his: parliament to make 
compensation forall towns, villages,:and:farms, burnt.and 
destroyed: by his, eaten or pamenigihis ‘m-the said: ‘United: 


EEE Sjedi W 


States; TOissite sen Peeee) oF RARE ea: He b Teh 

vigned:| ‘ath WS ind! wpion oye wie lipde 1 gan ai ge Rak 

i cciaiea atch Weir AANA Bi deed eden eniaees 
there, ‘epiated, a free Praia Ho fans 


f naires 
faith. soi Great, Britain. and, America... ‘The, .mer- 
chants of the former credited the merchants and planters 
of the latter with great quantities of goods on the common 
gine that she merchants paving sold the goods 


Ply PAV 


would make t the a accustomed remittances ; : “that d the pleas 


would: fe the same by. the labour of, their negroes, and the 
produce of. that labour, tobacco, rice, indigo, ie, 
England, before the goods w were sold i in ‘America, sends 


VoL. I, 3 . ha 
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an armed force, seizes those goods in. the stores, some 
éven in the ships that brought them, and carries them off. 
Seizes also and carries off thetobacco, rice, and indigo, 
provided by the planters to make returns, and even. the 
negroes from whose labour they might hope to raise other 
ase for that purpose. 3) | 

Britain. now demands that the debts shall ic a 
be pardon. “Byiyne sais ER da 

Will thd can she justly + ae ¢ making ae wea for 
such seizures? . Sih Beye hea Daa RIO 

Ifa draper'who had sold a piece. P deni toa dadandin 
on credit, should follow him, take the linen from:him by 
force, and then send a bailiff to arrest him for the debt, 
would any court of law or equity award the payment of 
the debts, without ordering a restitution of the cloth? —. 
Will not the debtors in America cry out, that if this 
compensation be not made, they were betrayed bythe pre- 
tended credit, and are now doubly ruined,’ first by the 
enemy, and ‘then: by the negociators at Paris, the goods 
and negroes sold them being taken from them, with all 
they had besides ; and they are now to be obliged to pay 
for what they have been robbed of. 


To Rienarp Oswaxp, Eso. 
~ Sir, | Passy, November 26, 1782. 
You may well remember that in the beginning 
of our conferences, before the other commissioners arrived, 
en mentioning to me a ‘retribution for the loyalists wha 


estates had been forfeited, [ acquainted you. that nothing 
of that kind could be stipulated by us, the confiscations 
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béing niade by virtue of laws of particular States, which 
thé Congress had no ‘power to contravene’ or dispense 
with; and therefore could give us no such authority m our 
commission. And I gave it as my opinion, honestly and 
cordially, that if a reconciliation was intended, no mention 
should be made in our negociations of those people; for 
they having done infinite mischief to our. properties by 
wantonly burning and destroying farm-houses, villages, and 
towns, if compensation for their losses were insisted on, 
we should certainly exhibit against it an account of all the 
ravages they had committed, which would necessarily re- 
call to view scenes of barbarity that must inflame instead 
of conciliating, and tend to perpetuate an enmity that we 
all profess a nice of extinguishing. Understanding how- 
ever from you; that this was a point your ministry, | had at 
heart, I wrote concerning it to Congress, and I have lately 
received He following badiisenen of of Larsby ‘ 


Fhe he yo ee ae 


Aas “By the United States i in Congress nailuinita’ 


if 
=) 


bs “Sentembbr 10, 1782. 


“ fi Feemohiest that. the Secretary for Foreign Af- 
fairs be, anid is hereby directed to obtain as speedily as 
‘possible authentic returns of the stores and other property, 
which have been carried off or destroyed i in the course of 
the. war by the enemy, and to transmit the same to the 
ministers plenipotentiar y for negociating a peace. 

ie That j in the mean time ‘the ‘Secretary for Foreign Af- 
fairs inform the mae ‘ministers, that 1 many thousands of 
slaves and other property, to ay very great amount, have 
been carried off or destroyed by ‘the enemy ; “and that i in 
the opinion ‘of Congress, the great loss of property which 


/ 
/ 
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the citizens of the United States have sustained by the 
ehemy, will be considered by several states as an inseparable 
bar to their! making restitution or indemnification to the 
former owners of property, which has been or.may be for- 
feited to, or confiscated by any of the States. | 
» In consequence of these resolutions, and. the. circular 
letters to: the Secretary, the sus tak of Bewipeyieyeis 
then nite pie the sothomiog act, viz. 


ifs oT he Saath of Pennsylvania i in pies partie hi 


we Wednesday, September 18, ‘1788, 

. The Bill intitled * An Act for procuring an 
éstiniate of the damagés sustained by the inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, from the troops and adherents to the King 
of Great Britain during the pres war," “was ead a se- 
“cond time. ~ i: , 

“ Ordered to be transeribed and printed for public 
consideration. 7 ety ray. oa 


. « Extracts from the Ainaltes,” 
«PETER Z, LLOYD, 
ce ie rae Clerk of the General. Assembly. * 


« Bill intitled ¢ ‘ “An Act for procuring an estimate of the 
damages sustained by the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, from 
the troops and adherents of the King. of. Great Britain 
during the present war.’ . 

sn Whereas great damages of the most w anton nature 
have been committed by the armies of the King of Great 
Britain or their adherents, within the territory. of the United 
States of N orth America, unwarranted by the practice of 
civilized nations, and only to be accounted for from the 
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vindictive spirit of the said King and his officers... And 


whereas an accurate account and estimate of such: damages, 


more especially the waste and destruction of property, . 
may be very useful to the people of the United States of 
America, in forming,a future treaty of peace, and’ in the 


amean time may serve to exhibit in a true‘light to the na- 
tions of Europe the conduct of the said King, his minis- 
ters, officers and adherents, to the end, therefore, that pro- 


_ per measures be taken to ascertain the damages aforesaid, 


! 


which have been done to the citizens and inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, in the course of the present war, within this 
State: van Fy 

“ Be it enacted by the solineosiigh ined of the freemen - 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in general Assem- 
bly met, and by the authority of the same, that in every 
county of this State, which has been invaded by the 
arinies, soldiers, and adherents of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, the Commissioners of every such county shall imme- 
diately meet together, each within their county, and issue 
directions to the assessors of the respective townships, dis- 
tricts, and, places within such county, to cal] upon the 
inhabitants of every township and place, to furnish accounts * 
and estimates of the damages, waste, spoil, aud destruction, 
which have been done and committed as aforesaid, upon 
the property, real or personal, within the same township 
or place, since the first day of ...,.... which was in 
the year of our Lord 177 ., and the same accounts and 


estimates to transmit to the said Commissioners without 


delay., . And if any person. or persons shall refuse or neg- 


lect to make out such accounts and estimates, the said 


assessors of the township or place shall, from their own 
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knowledge, and by any other reasonable and lawful ‘me- 
thods, take and render such an account and estimate of all 
damages done or committed as aforesaid. — pst PRON 
"© Provided always, that all such accounts and estimates, 
to be made out and transmitted as aforesaid, shall contain a 
narrative’ of the time and circumstances, and if in the 
power of the person aggrieved, the names of the general 
or other officer, or adherent of the enemy, by whom the 
damage i in any case was done, or under whose orders, the 
army, detachment, party, or persons committing the same 
acted at that time, and also the name and addition of the 
person and persons whose property was so damaged or 
destroyed : and that all such accounts and estimates be 
made in ctirrent money, upon oath or affirmation ‘of ‘the 
sufferer, or of others having’ knowledge concerning the 
same; and that in every case it be set forth, whether the 
party injured had received any satisfaction for his tomas and 
by wliom the same was given, (© | 
« And be it further enacted by the’ seeceniey aforesaid, 
that the said Commissioners having obtained ‘the’’said ac- 
counts and estimates from the assessors of! the several 
townships and places, shall proceed ‘to itispect and register 
the same in a book to be provided for that purpose,’ dis- 
tinguishing the districts and townships, and entering those 
of each place together ; and if any account or estimate be 
imperfect or not: sufficiently verified and éstablished, the 
said ‘Commissioners shall ‘have: power, arid they’ or any 
two of them are hereby authorised to summon and com- 
pel any person whose evidence they shall think ‘necessary, 
to appear before them at a day and place to be appointed, 
to be‘examined upon oath or affirmation, contering any 
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damage or injury as.aforesaid ; and the said Commission- 
ers shall, upon: the call and demand of the President or 
Vice-president of the Supreme-executive Council, deliver 
or send to the. Secretary of the said Council, all or any 
of the original accounts and estimates aforesaid, and shall 
also deliver or send to the said Secretary, copies of the 
book aforesaid, or any part or nee thereof, sill reasoni- 
able notice. — s et 

© And be it further dndetatl by the icheuii seudeniel 
that all losses of negroes or mulatto slaves and servants 
who have been deluded, and carried away by the enemies 
of the United States, and which have not been recovered 
or recompensed, shall be comprehended within the ac 
counts and estimates aforesaid, and that the commission- 
ers and assessors of any county, which hath not been 
invaded as aforesaid, shall nevertheless enquire after and 
procure accounts and estimates of any damages suffered 
by the loss. of such servants, and slaves, as is herein before 
directed as to other property. | 

_« And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that the charges and expences of executing this act, as to 
the pay of the said: commissioners and assessors, shall be 
as in other cases, with the witnesses, rewarded for their 
loss of time and trouble, as witnesses summoned to appear 
in the Courts of Quarter Sessions of the peace, and the 
‘said charges and expences shall be defrayed by the com- 
monwealth, but paid in the first instance out of the monies 
m the hands of the treasurer of the county for county 
rates, and levies, upon orders drawn by the commissioners 
of the proper: county.” HL EP ee 

We have not yet-had time to uailt sit has. been wine 
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by the,other Assemblies; but I have no doubt that similar 
acts,will be made. by all of them: and that the mass of 
evidence, produced by the, execution of those acts,.not 
only of the enormities. committed by those people: under 
the direction of British Generals, but of those committed 
by, the British troops themselves, will form a record that 
must render the British name odious.in America to the 
latest generations. In that authentic record will, be found 
the, burnings of the fine town of Charlestown, near Bos- 
ton, of Falmouth just before, winter, when, the sick,sthe: 
aged, the women, and children, were driven. to seek shelter 
where they could hardly, find it; of Norfolk,in the midst 
of winter ; of. New London; of Fairfield, of Esopus;.8&« 
&c. besides.near an hundred and. fifty miles. of patos 
country laid waste, vevery house and barn. burnt, and many 
hundreds of farmers. with their wives and, children. bute. 
chered and scalped. | a i, sbybasute 
The present British ministers, a ics ns ya a Jittle 
«ill certainly be too equitable to-suppose, that their nation 
has.a.right to.make an. unjust .war (which, they. jhave al- 
“ways allowed this, against us to, be),and,to, do all sorts;of 
unnecessary mischief, unjustifiable by the practice.of, any. 
civilized people, which. those they, make..war with,are.to 
suffer, without claiming any satisfaction, but that if. Batons: 
or, other adherents are in return,deprived of any property, 
it is to.be restored to them, or. they are to be indemnified! 
The.. British, troops can, never,.excuse., their _barbarities. 
They were unprovoked. .'The loyalists may. say in.excuse 
of theirs, that. they were exasperated by the,. loss. of their. 
estates, and it was revenge. They have then. had.,,their 
revenge... Is. it.right they should have both? ray 
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\ Some» of ‘these people: may have merit with regard to 
Britain; \ those who espoused her cause from affection; 
these it may become’ you to reward. But there are many 
of them who are waverers, and were only determined to 
engage in it by some occasional circum stances or appear- 
ances; these have not much of either merit or demerit, 
and there are ‘others who have abundance of demerit 
respecting your country, having by their falsehoods and 
misrepresentations brought on and encouraged the continu: 
ance of the war. These instead of being recompensed 
should be punished. | Ae 

-~It is usual among Christian people at war to. profess 
always: a desire of peace. But if the ministers of one of 
the parties chose to insist. particularly on a certain article 
which they know ‘the others are’ not and cannot be 
empowered to agree to, what credit can sap yet 
should be given to such professions? : 

Your ministers require that we should receive again into 
our bosoms those who’ have been our bitterest enemies ; 
and ‘restore their “properties who have destroyed ours ; 
and this: while the wounds they have just given us are still 
bleeding. It is many years since your nation expelled the. 
Stuarts‘and their adherents, and confiscated their estates. 
Much of: your resentment against them may by this time 
be abated. Yet if we should insist on and propose it as 

“an article of our treaty. with you, that that family should 
be recalled and the forfeited estates of its friends restored, 
would you think us serious in our shina of siaiahiians 
desirmg peace?) 2 Sy 9 i 

. I must repeat my: ‘opinion that it is best for you to hip 
all mention of the refugees: We have proposed indeed 
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nothing’ but what we think best, both for you as well as 
ourselves. But if you will have them mentioned, let it 
be in an article which may provide that they shall exhibit 
accounts of their losses, to commissioners hereafter to be 
appointed; who shall examine the same, together with the 
accounts now preparing in America of the damages done 
by them ;° and state the account.. And that if a balance 
appears in their favour it shall be paid by us'to you, and 
by you divided among ‘them as you shall think proper; 
and if the balance is found due to us, it shall be paid’ by 
you.» ie we Ao whites cid hbguace 
» Give me leave however to advise ‘you’ to prevent the 
necessity of so dreadful a discussion, by dropping the 
article, that we may write to America, and stop the 
son 8 r have the honour to‘bepWie. has uw: Wtoale 
| B. sidaianipirieant 
= VAUCHRN, Esq. TO ) Dr. FRANKLIN. . 
.) My Reinedien Singubie evils Heli 07, 1782... 

I am so agitated with the present crisis, that I 
cannot help writing you, to beseech you again and again 
to meditate upon some mild expedient about the refugees, 
or to give a favourable’ ear, ‘and’ helping hand to’ such as 
ca turn up. i il 

Both sides agree that the matter of expence is baby 
and the matter of honour in my opinion is least to that 
side, which has most sense and most justice on its side. 
It seems to me that the matter of present: ‘peace, and 

3 future i 36 8 are the only points. _ true concern ‘t 


‘: ? 7 agg bid tm 4 


either, 
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If I can judge of favourable moments, the present is of 
all others most favourable to our views of reconciliation. 
We have’ liberal’ American’ Commissioners’ at » Paris, a 
liberal English Commissioner, and a liberal : first minister 
for England. All these circumstances weep wines TOL 
morrow, if this treaty ‘blows over. © at teemnance ty cd 

If you wanted to break off your treaty, Tam sale 
sensible that’ you could not do it on’ grounds: in which — 
America‘ would more join with you, than this of the 
refugees. ' On’ the - other’ hand; if England wanted ‘to 
break, she could not wish for better ground on her side. 
You do not break ; and therefore I conclude you both 
sincere) But in this way, I see the treaty is likely of itself 
to break. T pray then, “my dearest, dearest Sir, that you 
would a little take this matter to heart) ht Se 

Tf the refugees are not silenced, you must be sensible 
what constant prompters to evil measures you leave us, 
what perpetual sources of bad information. | If the minis- 
ter is able, on the other hand, to hold up his head on this 
one point, you must see how much easier’ it will be for 
‘you both to carry on the great work of reunion, as far as 
relates’ to prince and people. We are not well informed 
about the deeds of the refugees in England; and we can 
only now be well informed by publications that moan do 
irreparable mischief. eR 

Besides, you are the most magnanimous nation; and 
can excuse things to your people, which we can less\ 
excuse to ours. Not to mention, that when Congress 
sent you her last resolutions, she was not aware that you | 
would be so» near. a settlement; as you are at present. 
To judge which is the hardest task, yours, or England’s, 


\ 
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put yourself in Lord Shelburne’s place. The only marks 
of confidence shown him at Paris, are such as he dares 
not name; and,the only marks promised him, are future 
national ones. England has given much ground of confi- 
dence to America. In my opinion England will do HER 
business in the way of RECONCILIATION, very much in 
proportion, as you do your business generously at the 
present peace, , England is to be won, as well.as America 
is to be won; and I beg you would think with yourself 
and your colleagues about the means. Excuse this. free- 
dom, my dearest Sir; it is the result of a very warm 
heart, that thinks a little property nothing, to much happi- 
ness. 1 do not however ask you to do a dishonourable 
thing, but simply to save; England ; _and to give our 
English ministry the means of saying on the 5th December, 
we have done more than the last ministry have done. I 
hope you will not think this zeal persecution; for I 
shall not. mention. this subject to you agam, of my own 
accord. si ) mo, 
-L know. you haup tthe on your side ; I rey you may 
talk of precedents; but there is such ap as forgive- 
ness, as generosity, and as a manly policy, that can share 
a small /oss rather than miss a greater good. Yours, my 
dearest Sir, most devotedly, most gratefully, most affec- 
Hinately, BENJAMIN VAUGHAN. 


To M. LE ComTE DE VERGENNES. 


Siz, Bits . Passy, Nov. 20, 1782, 
[have the honour to acquaint Your Excellency, 


that the Commissioners of the United States have agreed 
with Mr. Oswald on the preliminary articles of the peace 


. 
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between those States and Great Britain. To-morrow I 
Gane we shall be able to communicate to your Excellency 
_a copy of them. With great respect, [have the honour 
“to be, Sir, your Excellency’ s most obedient and most 
humble servant, Le alta B. FRANKLIN. 


ARTICLES area upon 6 atid’ between Richard 
~ Oswald, Esquire, the Commissioner of his’ Britannic 
Majesty, for treating of peace with the ‘Commissioners 
of the United States of America, in behalf of his said 
Majesty on the one part, and John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, four of the 
Commissioners of the States, for treating of peace with 
the Commissioner of his said Majesty on their behalf 

on the other part, to be inserted in and constitute the 
treaty of peace proposed. to be concluded between the 
Crown of Great Britain and the said United States, 
but which treaty is not to ,be concluded, until terms of 
a peace shall be agreed upon between. Great. Britain 
and France, and his Britannic Majesty shall be ready 
to conclude such treaty accordingly, © 3), 
WHEREAS reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience are 
found by experience to form the only permanent foundation of 
peace and friendship between States, it is agreed to form the 
articles of the proposed treaty, on such principles of liberal 
equity and reciprocity, as that partial advantages (those seeds 
of discord) being excluded, such a beneficial and satisfactory 
intercourse between the two countries may be established as to 
promise and secure to both perpetual peace and harmony. 
Article 1. His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said 
United States, viz, New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 


/ 
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Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 
York, N ew. Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
nia, North, Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, 
sovereign, and independent States ; that he treats with them as 
such, and for himself, his heirs,’ and successors, ‘Telinquishes all 
claims to the ‘government, proprietary, and territorial rights of 
the neni and every wont ; and that all shi aelig ini 


sits pete States eee bite sacticea it is hereby ahaa ‘nid 
declared. that the following are, and shall be their bounda- 
Ties, VIZ.) 4) ' 

es Article 2. eh the north-west éable of Nive’ rbiars viz. 
That angle. which i is formed by a line drawn due north from 
the source of St. Croix River, to the Highlands, along the said 
Highlands which divide those ‘Rivers that empty themselves 
into the River ‘St. Lawrence; from those which fall into the 
Atlantic Ocean, to the north westermost head of Connecticut 
River; thence down along the’ middle of that River to the 
forty-fifth’ degree of North latitude, from ‘thence by a a line due 
West on said latitude until it‘strikes the River Troquois or 
Cataraguy,'thence along the middle’ of said River into Lake 
Ontario, through the middle of said Lake, until it strikes the 
communication by water between ‘that Lake and Lake Erie, 
thence along the middle of said communication into Lake Erie, 
‘through. the middle of said *Lake’until it arrives at the water 
communication between that Lake and Lake Huron, thence 
along the middle of said water communication into the Lake 
Huron, thence through the middle of the water communication 
between that Lake and Lake Superior, thence through Lake 
Superior, Northward of the Isles Royal and Phelipeatx, to 
ithe Long Lake, thence through the middle of'said Long Lake, 
and the water communication between it’ and the Lake of ‘the 
Woods, to the said Lake of the ‘Woods, thence through the 
said Lake to the most North-western point ‘thereof, and ‘from 
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thence on/a due West course to the River Mississippi, thence 
bya. line to, be drawn, along. the. middie of the said. River 
Mississippi until it shall intersect the northernmost part of the 
thirty-first\degree of North latitude; South, by a line: to'be 
drown due East from. the: determination of the line last 
mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees North of ‘the 
Equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola or Cata« 
houche, thence along the middle thereof) to its junction with 
the Flint River, thence straight to the: head of St. Mary’s River, 
and thence down along the middle of St. Mary’s River'to the 
Atlantic Ocean; East by a line to be drawn along the middle 
of the River St. Croix, from its mouth to the Bay of Fundy to 
its source, and from its source, directly North to the aforesaid 
Highlands, which divide the Rivers that fall into the Atlantie 
Ocean from those that fall into the River St. Lawrence, com- 
prehending all islands within twenty leagues ‘of any part of the 
shores of the United: States, and lying between lines to’ be drawn 
due East’ from< the points where the aforesaid boundaries 
between Nova’ Scotia on the one part, and East Florida on the 
other, shall. respectively touch the Bay: of Fundy and the 
Atlantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now are or: hereto 
fore have been within the limits: of the:said iin of. Moya 
Scotiavig pie vs dane loom yp 
bats ea - [tis hag a ere the people of the op tall tiene 
shall continue to enjoy unmolested the right to take fish of any 
kind on the grand bank, and on.all the other banks‘of’ New- 
foundland, also’ in the ‘Gulph of ‘St. Lawrence, and at all 
other places in the sea where the inhabitants of both countries 
used’ at any time heretofore’ to“fish. \ And also ‘that the 
inhabitants of the United States shall ‘have‘liberty to take fish 
of any kind on such part of the coast of Newfoundland «as 
British fishermen shall use (but not to dry-or cure the same on 
that island) and also on the coasts, bays and creeks of allother 
of ‘his Britannic Majesty’s dominions in America, and that*the 
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American fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in 
any of the ‘unsettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova. 
Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and) ‘Labrador, so long as the same 
shall remain unsettled, but so soon as the same or either of 
them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said fisher+ 
men to dry or cure fish-at. such settlement, without a previous 
agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors, 
or possessors of the ground. Ts Le son 
_ Article 4. Itis agreed that creditors on sehthes side’ shall 
meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full 
value in sterling ne of all hone fide debts heretofore 
contracted. | | 

Article 5. It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly 
recommend it to the legislatures of the respective States, to 
provide for the restitution of all estates, rights, and properties, 
which have been confiscated belonging to real British subjects; 
and also’ of the estates, rights, and properties of persons resident 
jn districts in the possession of his Majesty’s arms, and who 
have not borne arms against the said United States: and that 
persons of any other, description shall have free liberty to go 
to any part or parts of the Thirteen United States, and therein 
to remain twelve months unmolested in their endeavours to 
obtain the restitution of such of their estates, ‘Tights, and 
properties as may have. been confiscated, and that Congress 
shall also earnestly recommend to the several States a re-con- 
sideration and revision of all acts or laws regarding the premises, 
so as to’ render the said laws or acts perfectly consistent not only 
with justice and equity, but with that spirit of conciliation’ 
which on the return of the blessings of peace should universally 
prevail. And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend. 
to the several States, that the estates, rights, and properties, | of 
such last mentioned: persons, shall be restored to them, they 
refunding to any persons who may be now in possession the 
‘bona fide price (where any has been given) which such persons 
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may have paid on purchasing any of the said lands, figpts or 
properties, since the confiscation, 

And ‘it is’ ‘agreed that all persons who have any. interest in 
pfs lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, or 
otherwise, shall meet with no lawful impediment i in the prose- 
cution of their just rights. Bilis . 

“Article 6. That there shall be no future confiscations made 
hor any prosecutions commenced against any person or persons 
for, or by reason of the part which he or they may have taken 
in ‘the present war, and that no person. ‘shall on that account 
suffer any future loss or damage either i in his person,. liberty, 
or property, and that those who may be in confinement on 
such charges at the time of the ratification of the treaty in 
America, shall be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecu- 
tion SO commenced be discontinued. 

Article a There shall be a firm and “perpetual peace 
between his Britannic Majesty and the said States, and between 
the subjects of the one and the citizens of the other; where- 

fore all hostilities both by sea and land shall then immediately 
cease ; : all prisoners on both sides shall be set at liberty, and: 
his Britannic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and 
without c causing any destruction or carrying away any negroes 
or other | property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his 
armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said United States, and, 
“from every port, place, and harbour within the same 5 ; leaving 
in all fortifications the American ar tillery that may be therein. 
And bool also order and cause all archives, records, deeds, 
and ‘papers, belonging to any of the said States, or their 
citizens, which i in the course of the. war may have fallen into 
the bands of his officers, to ‘be forthwith restored and delivered 
to the proper States and persons to whom they belong. 

“Article 8. The navigation of ‘the river Mississippi from its 
source to the Ocean shall for ever remain free and open to the 


subjects of Great Britain and the citizens ‘of the United States. 
Vow) SPE Bs eas: |) # 
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Article 9. In case it should so happen that any place orf 
territory belonging to Great Britain or to the United States 
should be conquered by the arms of either from the other, 
before the arrival of these articles in America, it is agreed that 
the same shall be restored without sib and without 
requiring any compensation. ) 

Done at Paris, November 30, re 82. thas 
RICHARD OSWALD. (L. 8.) 


» 


» JOHN ADAMS. __ (L. 8.) 
B. FRANKLIN. _— (Le S$.) 
“JOHN JAY. | . Ga Sy 
| - HENRY LAURENS. | (LAS). 
Witness.—C A LEB Wuirtrorp, eet to eis beta 
Commission. Tie: Te eae arse 
Wiitt1am TEMPLE FRANKLIN, Secretary to the 
American Commission. © 


MD hy 2H 


‘SEPARATE ARTICLE. 
19 Se eake De 


It is, hereby understood and een that. In, case 
Great Britain at the conclusion of the present war shall 
recover or be put in possession of West Florida, the line of 
North Boundary between the said province. and the ‘United 
States, shall be a. line drawn, cg the mouth of. the river 
_ Yassous, where it unites with the Mississippi, due East to the 
river Apalachicola. 
Done at Paris, the. thirtieth day of November, one - thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-two. 


RICHARD. OSWALD. aes s,) 
JOHN ADAMS. i “€CLSS)s 
| B. FRANKLIN. ORO LOBE Sy 
nih! JOHN JAY. 2, bay eae 
/ © * HENRY LAURENS. «> «© «(La Ss) 
‘Attest ~CaLeB WuItEForD, Secretary to the British 
Commission. 


Attest. —Witt1amM TEMPLE Paige. Secretary to the 
American Commission. 
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To R. R. Livineston, Esq. 
| fExtracr.] diner Passy, Dec. 5, 1782. 


“ You desire to be very particularly acquainted 
with “every step which tends to a negociation.” 1 am 
therefore encouraged to send you the first part of the 
journal," which accidents and a long severe illness inter- 
rupted; but which from notes I have by me, may be 
continued if thought proper. In its present state, it is 
hardly fit for the inspection of congress, certainly not for 
public view. I confide it therefore to your prudence, 

The arrival of Mr. Jay, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Laurens, 
relieved. me from much anxiety, which must have con- 
tinued, if I had been left to finish the treaty alone; and it 
has given me the more satisfaction, as I am sure the busi- 
ness has profited by their assistance. 

Much of the summer had been taken up in. objecting 
against the powers given to. Great Britain, and in remoy- 
ing those objections, in ‘using any expressions that might 
imply an acknowledgment of our independence, seemed 
at first industriously to be avowed. But our refusing 
otherwise to treat, at length induced them to get over that 
difficulty, and then we came to ‘the point of making pro- 
positions. ‘Those made by Mr. Jay and me before the ~ 
arrival of the other gentlemen, you will find in the enclosed 
paper, No. 1, which was sent by the. British plenipoten- 
tiary to London for the king’s consideration. After some 
weeks an under secretary, Mr. Strachy, arrived; with whom 
we had much contestation about the boundaries and other 


See page 132 of this vol. 
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articles which he proposed; we settled some, which he 
carried to London, and returned with the propositions > 
some adopted, others omitted or altered, and new ones 
added ; which you will see in paper No. 2.’ We spent 
many days in disputing, and at length agreed on and 
signed the PR ELIMINARIE s, which you will receive by this 
conveyance.” The British ministers struggled. hard for two 
points ; that the favors granted.to the royalists should be 
extended, and all our fishery contracted. We silenced 
them on the first, by threatening to produce an account of 
the mischief done-by those people ; and as to the second, 
when they told us they could not possibly agree ‘to it as 
we requested it, and must. refer. it to the ministry in. Lon- 
don; we produced a new article.to be referred at the same ° 
time, with a note of facts in support of it, both which you’ 
have, No. 3.3. Apparently it seemed that to avoid the 
discussion of this, they suddenly changed’ their minds, . 
dropt the design of recurring. to London, and tgtert to 
allow the fishery as demanded. JE PE ap ind 
You will find in the preliminaries, some inaccurate and 
ambiguous expressions that want explanation, and which 
may be explained in the’ definitive: treaty ; and as the 
British ministry excluded our proposition relating. to 
commerce, and the American prohibition of that. with 
England, may not be understood to cease merely by our 
concluding a treaty of peace; perhaps we may then, if 
the congress shall think fit to direct it, obtain some com- 
pensation for the injuries done us as a condition jof our 
opening again the'trade.. Every one of the present British . 


2 lt 4 This paper does,not.appear. .¢, |. 
* See page 304 of this.vol. | 


8 See page 289 of this vol. 
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ministry has, while in’ the ministry, declared the war 
against us unjust, and nothing is ‘clearer in reason, than 
that those who injure others by an unjust -war, should 
make full reparation. ‘They have stipulated t6o, in these 
preliminaries, that in evacuating ‘our towns, they shall 
carry off no plander, which is a kind of acknowledgment 
that they ought not to have done it before. © : 

The reason given us for dropping the article relating to 
coniterce, was, that some statutes were in the ‘way, 
which must be repealed before a treaty of that kind could 
be well formed, and that this was a matter to be considered 
in parliament. 

- They wanted to bring their pidnaiteine down to ae Ohio, 
and to settle their loyalists in the Illinois country. We 
did not choose such neighbours. eae H 

We communicated all the articles as soon as. they were 
signed, to M. le Comte de Vergennes, (except the sepa- 
rate one) who thinks we have managed well, and told me 
that we had settled what was most apprehended as a diffi- 
culty in the ‘work of a general peace, by. obtaining the 
eases of our independency. tts | 

' December 14. I have this day learnt that the sbieina! 
oh gerne between France and pase are agreed on, 
to wit: baF AID | 
“1st. France is to enjoy’ dies abt of preted sib sale 
onvall the west coast of Newfoundland, down to Cape 
Ray. sm ong and St. Pierre to be restored, and may 
Be foPtified HOG!) Bog! Shoe Bw viyad- | 

Onda. Ubon fremams to’ ied onidl and ieee to ei re- 
stored... The: Gambier entirely .1o England. 

$d. All the. places: taken from France in the East 
Indies, to be restored, with a certaim quantity of territory 
round them. poe 
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‘Ath. In the West Indies, Grenada and the Grenadines, 
_ St. Christopher’s, Nevis and Montserat, to be restored to 
England. St. Lucia to France.’ Dominique to remain 
with France, and St. Vincent's to be neutralized. 

5th. No commissioner at Dunkirk. lean 

The points not yet quite settled, are the territory round 
the places in the Indies, and neutralization of St. Vincent's. 
Apparently these will not create much difficulty. . 

Holland on oe Tr done ved thing in her negocia- 
tion. Pd Bed Be opie ey 

Spain offers for Gibraltar to restore West Flotida and 
the Bahamas. An addition is talked of the island of 
Guadaloupe, which France will cede to Spain in exchange 
for the other half of Hispaniola and Spain to England; but 
England, itis said, chose rather Porto Rico. Nothing yet 
concluded. : : 

As soon as I received the commission and instructions 
for treating with Sweden, L waited on the Ambassador 
here, who told me he daily expected a courier on that 
subject. Yesterday he wrote a note to acquaint me that 
he would call on me to-day, having something to com- 
municate to me. Beimg obliged to go to Paris, I waited 
on him, when he shewed me the full powers he had just 
received, and I shewed him mine. We agreed to meet on 
Wednesday next, exchange copies and proceed to business. 
His commission has some polite expressions in it, to wit: 
‘ that his Majesty thought it for the good of his subjects 
to enter into a treaty of amity and commerce with the 
United States of America, who had established their inde- 
pendence so justly merited by their courage and con- 
stancy ;’ or to that effect. I imagine this treaty will be soon 
completed ; if any difficulty should arise, I shall take the 
advice of my colleagues. 
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Lhave,this day signed a common letter to you drawn 
up) by my colleagues, which. you will receive herewith. 
We have kept this vessel longer for two things, a pass- 
port promised us from England, and. a sum to.send in 
her; but she is likely to depart without both, being all of 
us impatient that congress should receive early intelligence 
of our proceedings, and for the money, we may probably 
borrow a frigate. | . . 

Lam now entering on my 73th year ; public Dethoss 
has engrossed fifty of them; I wish now to be for the 
little time {shave left, my own master. If I live to see 
this peace concluded, I shall beg leave to remind the 
congress of their promise then to dismiss me. | shall be 
happy. to»sing with old Simeon, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation. With great esteem, Xc. B. FRanKuin. 

| ( Inclosed i in the foregoing.) 
wen Noe 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard 
Oswald, Esq. the commissioner of his Britannic Majesty, 
for treating of peace with the commissioners of the United 
States of America, on the behalf of his said Majesty on 
the one part ; and Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay, two of 
the commissioners of the said states, for treating of peace | 
with the commissione! of his said Majesty on their behalf, 
on the other part. : 

. To be inserted i in, and to constitute the freaky of peace, 
proposed , to be concluded between the crown of Great 
Britain and ‘the said United States : but which treaty is 
not to be. concluded, until his Britannic Majesty shall 
have agreed to the terms of peace between France and 
Britain, proposed or ‘accepted by his most Christian 
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Majesty; and shall be ready to conclude with him» such 
treaty accordingly, It being the duty and intention of the - 
United States not to. desert. their. ally, but faithfully;and | 
in all ‘things, to abide by, and. fulfil, their - tienen 
with his most Christian. Majesty. : | nM 
Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience | 
are found by experience, to form the only permanent foun- 
dation of peace and friendship between states, it is agreed » 
to frame the articles of the proposed treaty, on suchprin- 
ciples of liberal equality and: reciprocity, as that partial. 
advantages (those seeds of discord) .being excluded; such. 
a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse. between the two 
countries may be established, as to promise and secure to: 
Patt ube blessings of perpetual. peace and harmony. »)))\ 

» His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the: sani 
tr States, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusetts) Bay, 
Rhode Island, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New J ersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-_ 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolma, and Geor- 
gia, to be free, sovereign, and independent states ; that he 
treats with them as such; and for himself, his heirs. aid suc- 
cessors, relinquishes all Hien. to the government, propriety, 
and territorial rights of the same, and every part thereof; 
and thatall disputes which might arise in future, on the sub-: 
ject of the boundaries of the said United States, may. be» 
prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared, that the follow- 
‘ing are, and shall remain to be their boundaries, viz...) 

The said states are bounded north, by a line to. be 
drawn from the north west angle of Nova Scotia, along 
the high lands, which divide those. rivers, which empty 
themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from, those which. 
fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the northernmost head of 
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Connecticut river thence down along the middle of that 
river to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence 
due west in the latitude forty-five degrees north from the 
equator, tothe north westernmost side of the river St. 
Lawrence, or Cadaraqui; thence straight to the south end 
of the lake’ Nipissing, and thence straight to the source of 
the'river Mississippi, west by a line to be drawn along the 
middle of the river Mississippi, from its source to where 
the said line shall intersect the thirty-first degree of north 
latitude; south by a line to be drawn due east from the 
termination of the line last mentioned, in the latitude of 
thirty-one degrees north of the equator to the middle of 
the river ‘Appalachicola or Catahouchi ; thence along the 
middle thereof to its junction ‘with the Flint river ; thence 
straight*to the ‘head of St. Mary’s river; thence down 
along the middle of St. Mary’s river to the Atlantic 
Ocean ; and east by a line to be drawn along the middle 
of St. John’s river, from its source to its mouth in 
the Bay ‘of Fundy; comprehending all islands within 
twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the United 
States, and lying between lines to be drawn due east 
from the points where the aforesaid boundaries, between 
Nova’ Scotiay'on the one part, and East Florida on the 
other, shall: i RT touch the Bay ae ty pale and the 
Atlantic: Ocean. 

9d: From and immediately after the couclusion of the 
proposed treaty, there shall be a firm and perpetual peace 
between his Britannic Majesty and the United States, and 
between the’ subjects. of the one and the citizens of the. 
other: wherefore’ all: hostilities, both by sea and land, 
- Ne re cease; all prisoners on both sides 


ANSE t 
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shall be set at liberty: and his Britannic Majesty shall 
forthwith, and, without causing any distinction, withdraw 
all his armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said United 
States, and from every post, place, and harbour, within the 
same, leaving in all fortifications the American artillery 
-that may be therein: and shall also order and: cause all 
archives, records, deeds, and papers, belonging to either 
of the said states, or their citizens, which, in the course of 
the war, may have fallen into the hands of ‘his officers, ito 
be forthwith restored, and delivered to the proper states, 
and persons to whom they belong, = 4) 1} ) age 
» Sd. That the subjects of his Britannic Majesty; and. 
people of the said United States, shall continue ‘to enjoy 
uumolested, the right to take. fish of every kind on the 
banks of Newfoundland, and other places where the inha- 
bitants of both countries used formerly, to. wit, before the 
last war between Fratice and Britain, to fish, and also to 
dry and cure the same at the accustomed places, whether 
belonging to his said Majesty, or to the United States ; 
and his Britannic Majesty, and the said United States 
will extend equal privileges and hospitality to each other’s 
fishermen as to their own. . mibttem du! fort 
4th. That the navigation of the river Mississippi, from 
its source to the ocean, shall for ever remain free and 
open, and that both there, and in all rivers, harbours, lakes, 
ports, and places, belongmg to his Britannic Majesty, or 
to the United States, or in any part of the world, the 
merchants and merchants’ ships, of the one and the other, 
shall be received, treated, and protected, like the merchants 
and merchants” ships of the sovereign of the country: 
that is to say; the British merchants, and merehant ships, 
on the one hand, shall enjoy in the United States, and in 
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all places belonging to them, the said protection sind 
commercial privileges, and be lable only to the same 


charges and duties.as their own merchants and merchant 


ships; and on the other hand the merchants and merchant 
shipsof the United States, shall enjoy in all places be- 
longing to his Britannic Majesty, the same protection and 
commercial privileges, and be hable only to the same 
charges and duties of British merchants and merchant 
ships, saving always to the chartered trading companies of 
Great Britain, such exclusive use and trade, and their 
respective posts and establishments, as neither the subjects 
of Great. ee nor any of the more favoured nations 
some aye in. 

Paris, 8th October, 1782. tin true copy of which his 
been agreed on between the American commissioners and 
me, to be submitted to his Majesty’s consideration. 

RicHarD Oswa.Lp. 


Alteration to be made in the Treaty, respecting the 
Boundaries of Nova Scotia, viz. 


East, the true line between which and the United States 
shall be settled by commissioners, as soon as conveniently 


may be after the war. 


Copy of I Pass , given to the ship Washington to carry over 
the Preliminary Articles. 


$hh) 


a. S$). na? Grorce R. 3 
ini the Third, by the Grace of God, King 


: ofiGreat Britain, France: and Ireland, Defender of the 


Faith, &c. To all Admirals, Vice Admirals, Captains, 
Commanders of our ships of war or privateers, Governors 
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of our Forts and Castles, Customhouse Comptrollers, 
Searchers, Xc. to all and singular our officers and military 

and loving subjects whom it may concern, greeting, Our — 
will and pleasure is, and we do hereby strictly charge and 
require you, as we do likewise pray and desire the officers 
and ministers of all princes and states in amity with us, 
to permit and suffer the vessel, called the Washington, | 
commanded by Mr. Barney, belonging to the United 
States of North America, to sail from-either of the ports 
of France to any port or place in North America, without 


any lett, hindrance, or molestation whatsoever, but on the © 

‘contrary affording the said vessel all such aid and assist- 
ance as may be necessary. Given at our Court at St. 
James’s the tenth day of December, 1782, in the twenty- 
third year of our reign—By his Majesty’s command, 
| (Signed) Tuomas TowNSHEND. 


To tHe Honovrasite R. R. Livinesron, Esq. 
SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


Sir, Passy, Dec. 14, 1782. 


We have the honour to congratulate Congress 
on the signature of the preliminaries of a peace between 
the Crown of Great Britain and the United States of 
America, to be inserted in a definitive treaty so soon as the 
terms between the crowns of France and Great Britain 
shall be agreed on. A copy of the articles is here 
inclosed,’ and we cannot but flatter ourselves that they will 
appear to Congress as they do to all of us to be consistent 
with the honour and interest of the United States ; and we 
are persuaded Congress would be more fully of that 
opinion if they were apprized of all the circumstances, and 


* See page 301 of this vol. 
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reasons which have influenced the negociation. Although 
it is impossible for us to go into that detail, we think it 
necessary nevertheless to make a few remarks on. such of 
the articles as appear most to require elucidation. 


“Remarks on Article 2 relative to the Boundaries. 


, The Court of Great Britam msisted on retaining all 
the territories comprehended within the province of Que- 
bec, by the act of parliament respecting it. ‘T hey. con- 
tended that Nova Scotia should extend to the river 
Kennebeck ; and they claimed not only all the lands i in 
the western, country, and on the Mississippi, which were 
not ‘expr essly included in our charters and governments, but 
also all such Lands within them as remained ungranted by 
the King of Great — Britain : it. would be endless to 
enumerate all the discussions. and arguments on the 
subject. We knew this court and Spain to be against our 
claims to the western country, and having no reason to 
think that lines more favourable could ever have been 
obtained, we finally agreed to those described in this 
article. Indeed they appear to leave us little to complain 
of, and not much to desire. Congress will observe, that 
although. our northern line is in a certain part below the 
latitude of forty five, yet in others it extends above it, 
divides the Lake. Superior, and gives us access to its 
western and southern waters, from which a line in that 
latitude would have excluded. pS 5 


vee t raat 


_ Remarks o on 1 Article 4, “respecting Creditors. | 


Potd 


We had* been’ informed that some of the States had 
Bbuliventce British debts; *but although each State has a 
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right to bind its own citizens, yet in our opinion it apper- 
taitis solely to Congress, in whom. exclusively are vested 
the right of making war and peace, to pass acts against the 
' subjects of a Power with which the confederacy may be 
at war. (Jt therefore only remained for us to consider, 
whether this article is founded in justice and gvod 
policye | 

~ In our opinion no acts of government could dissolve 
the obligations of good faith, resulting from lawful con- 
tracts between individuals of the two countries, prior to 
the war. We knew that some of the British creditors were 
making common cause with the refugees, and other 
adversaries of our independence; besides, sacriticing private 
justice to reasons of state and political convenience, is always 
an odious measure, and the purity of our reputation m this 
respect in all foreign commercial countries is of infinitely 
more importance to us, than all the sums in question. It 
may also be remarked, that American and British’ cre- 
ditors are placed on an equal footing. 


| Remarks on Articles 5 and 6 respecting Refugees. 


These articles were among the first discussed, and the. 
last agreed to. And had not the conclusion of their 
business, at the time of its date, been particularly im- 
portant to the British admihistration, the respect which 
both in London and Versailles, is supposed to be due, to 
the honour, dignity, and interests of royalty would pro- 
bably have for ever prevented our bringing this article so 
near to the views of congress, and the sovereign rights of 
the states as it now stands. When it is considered, that 
it was utterly impossible to render this article perfectly. 
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: 
consistent both with American and British ideas of ho- 
nour, we presume that the middle line adopted by this 
article, is as little unfavourable to the former, as ‘any that 
could in reason be expected. = + Apia 

_As to the separate article, we beg leave to aman that 
it was our policy to. render the navigation of the river 
Mississippi, so important to Britain, as that their views 
might correspond with ours on that subject. Their 
possessing the country on the river, north of the line from 
the lake of the woods, affords a foundation for their 
claiming ‘such navigation. And as the importance of 
West Florida.to Britain was for the same reason rather to 
be strengthened than otherwise, we think it advisable to 
allow them the extent contained in the separate article, 
especially :as\ before the war it had been annexed by 
Britain. to West Florida, and would operate as an’ addi- 
tional:inducement to their joining with us in agreeing that 
the navigation of the river should for ever remain open to 
both. The map used in the course of our negociations 
was Mitchell’s. J’ 

As wehad reason to imagine that the articles respecting 
the boundaries, the refugees, and fisheries, did not corres- 
pond.with the policy of this court, we did not commu- 
nicate the preliminaries to the minister, until after they 
were signed ; and not even then the separate article. We 
hope that these considerations will excuse our having so far 
deviated from the spirit of our instructions. The Count 
de Vergennes on perusing the articles appeared surprized, 
but not displeased at their beg so. favourable to us. 

. We beg leave to add our advice that copies be sent us 
_of the accounts directed to be taken by the different states 
of the unnecessary devastations and sufferings Sustained 
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by them from the enemy in the course of the war; should 
they arrive before the signature of the definitive treaty, 
they:might possibly answer very good purposes. “With 
- great respect, we have the honour to be, Suir, iis most. 
obedient and most humble servants,» © 5 > 
Joun ADAMs,: — 

B. FRanxtin, | 

| Joun Jay, © 
gerbe lh 4H | Henry Laurens. — 


signed 


».> To M. te Comre De Vercennets.. 94. 
ce BER HE SO Passy, Dec. 15, 1782. — 
“7 » ~» \» [have the honour to acquaint your Excel- 
Shean that our courier is to set out to-morrow at ten 
o’clock, with the dispatches we send to Congress, by the 
Washington, Captain Barney, for which ship we have got 
a passport from the King of England. If you would 
make any use of this conveyance, the courier shall wait 
upon you to-morrow at Versailles, and receive your’ ‘or- 
ders. Mi 

_ Thoped I might: tint been able to send part of the 
aids we have asked, by this safe vessel. I beg that your 
Excellency would at least inform me, what expectations I 
may give in my letters. I fear the Congress will be re- 
duced to despair, when they find that nothing is yet ob- 
tained. With the greatest and most sincere respect, I am, 
Sir, your Exeellency’s most obedient and most humble 
servant, | et B. FRANKLIN._ 


THE ANSWER. 


aod puis €tre surpris, Mesikicnny aprés Vex- 
: ae nen jai eu avec vous, et la promesse que vous 
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‘m’aviez faite que'vous. ne -presseriés pas’ l’obtention dun 
-passeport; Anglois pour l’expedition’ dus pacquet bot» le 
-Washington, que vous me fassiés part que vous avez recu 
le:méme passeport, et que demain a dix-heures du matin 
‘votre courrier partira pour porter vos depeches. »Je suis 
assez embarrassé, Monsieur, a expliquer votre conduite et 
celle de vos collegues. a notre égard. Vous avez arreté 
‘vos articles préliminaires sans nous en faire part, quoique 
les instructions du Congrés vous pourscrivissent de ne rien 
faire sans la participation du Roi. Vous allez faire luire 
un espoir®certain de paix en Amérique sans méme vous 
informer de l’état de notre négociation. Vous étes. sage et 
avisé,; Mousieur ;..vous.connoissez les bienséances, vous 
avez: rempli.toute. votre vie vos devoirs. Croiez vous» sa- 
tisfaire 4.ceux qui vous tiennent au Roi? . Jene veux pas 
porter. plus loin les reflexions, je les. abandonne a votre 
honnéteté. Quand vous aurez bien voulu. satisfaire-a:mes 
-doutes, je prierai le Roi de me mettre en état de xépondre 
a vos demandes. j..i° gH ROey P! einem: doen hay! inners 
 J’ai l'honneur d’étre, avec une ebAuiile donpitieetions 
‘Monsieur, votre trés humble et trés-obéissant serviteur, 

_ Fersailles,, le 15 Xbre, 1782. De VERGENNES. 


AUS Badd by Pel ee 1 he . y "'’e 


aa: wy tP EY 


To M LE “Cots. DE VERGENNES. ne 


Sir, Shue ha-qgoert fo oferr bet Passy, Dec. 17, 1782. 
then el 48. I received the letter your Excellency did 
me the honour of writing to me on the 15th instant. “The 
proposal of having a passport from England was agreed to 
by me the more willingly, as I at that time had hopes of 
obtaining some money to’send in the Washington, and the 
passport would have made its transportation safer, with 
VoL. 11. ».« 
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that of our dispatches, and of. yours also, if -you had — 
thought fit to make use of the occasion. Your Excel- 
lency objected, as I understood it, thatthe English minis- 
ters by their letters sent in the same ship, might.convey 
inconvenient expectations into America. . It was therefore 
I proposed not.to press for the passport till your prelimi- 
naries were also agree: to. They have sent the passport 
without being pressed to do it, and they have sent no let- 
ters to.go under it, and ours will prevent the inconvenience 
apprehended. In a subsequent conversation your Excel- 
lency mentioned your intention of sending some of the. 
| King’s -cutters,. whence I imagined that detaining the 
Washington was no longer necessary ; and it was certainly 
Ancumbent on us to give Congress as early.an account as - 
possible of our proceedings, who might think it extremely 
strange to hear of them) by other means, without a line 
from us. I acquainted your Excellency however with our 
intention of dispatching that ship, supposing you might 
possibly have something to send by her. | 
Nothing has been agreed in the preliminaries piaiace 
to the interests of France; and no peace is to take place 
between us and England, ull you have concluded yours. 
Your observation is however apparently just, that in not 
consulting you before they were signed, we have been’ 
suilty of neglecting a point of bienséance. “But as this was 
not from want of respect for the King, whom we. all | love 
‘and honour, we hope it will be excused, and that the great 
work which has hitherto been so happily conducted, ‘is $0 
nearly brought to perfection, and is so glorious to his reign, 
will not be ruined by a.single indiscretion of.ours.. And — 


certainly the moles z weibiipieg: tothe around immytinels, 
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if you ve on that eGo to ap. us — farther assis- 
tance. > ’ 

We have not yet. ealedehe the ship and I beg leave to 
wait upon you on Friday for your answer: 

It is not possible for any one to be more seribibhe iets 1 
am, of what I and every American owe to the King, for 
the many and great benefits and favours he has bestowed 
-upon us. All my letters to America are proofs of this ; 
all tending to make the same impressions on the minds of 
my countrymen, that I felt in my own. And I believe 
that no prince was ever more beloved.and respected by his 
own subjects than the King is by the people of the United 
States. The English, 1 just now learn, flatter themselves 
they have already divided us. I hope this little misunder- 
standing will therefore be kept a perfect secret, and that 
they will find themselves totally mistaken.’ With great 


* Dr. Franklin thus adroitly endeavoured to soothe the minis- 
ter’s justifiable discontent; but the privaté motives which in- 
duced the American plenipotentiaries to deviate from their in- 
structions, and from the expectations of the French government, 
by signing Preliminary Articles of Peace with the British commis- 
sioner, while the negociation between France and Great Britain 
was undetermined, and without the knowledge of Count De Ver- 
gennes; were their apprehension of a disposition in the Court of 
France to abridge the right of the Americans to fish on their own 
coast; which apprehension had been excited bya letter written 
from Philadelphia to Count De Vergennes, by Mons. Marbois, 
(Secretary of the French embassy), and which being intercepted. 
and decyphered by the British government, had been sent by the 
latter, through Mr. Oswald, to the American commissioners. 
Also the apprehension ofa design i in the Court of Spain to hinder 
the United States from forming settlements to the westward of the 
Alleghany Mountains; which apprehension had been excited by 


Q 
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and sincere respect, I am, Sir, your Excellency’s most 
obedient and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


the pretensions which Count d’Atanda, the Spanish ambassador, 
had advanced in his negociation with Mr. Jay. 

. The following is a translation of the decyphered Letter of M. De 
Marbois. . 


TRANSLATION OF AN INTERCEPTED AND DECY PHERED LETTER FROM. 
~M. ve Maxsols to M. te ComTe bE VERGENNES. 


Sir, oy Philadelphia, March 15, 1782. 

, South Carolina again enjoys the benefit of a legis- 
lative body, after having been deprived of it for two years; it was 
summoned together towards the end of last year, and met in Jan- 
uary. at Jacksonburgh, only ten leagues distant from Charles- 
town ; where deliberations are carried. on with as much tranquil- 
lity as if the state was in profound peace. - Mr, Rutledge, who was 
then governor, opened the meeting with a Speech greatly ap- 
plauded, wherein he represents in their full extent, the important 
services rendered by the King to the United States, expressing 
their just acknowledgments for the same. This sentiment pre- 
vails much, Sir, the different States are eager to declare it, in their: 
public acts, and the principal members of. government, and the 
writers employed by them would forfeit their popularity were they 
to admit any equivocal remarks respecting the alliance. Gene-. 
ral Green affirms that in no one state is attachment to indepen- 
dence carried to a higher pitch, but that this affection is yet ex- 
ceeded, by the hatred borne to England. The assembly of Caro- 
lina is going to make levies of men, and has imposed pretty large 
sums; as there is but little Money in the country, the taxes will 

be gathered i in indigo; and what deficiency may then be found, 
will be supphied by the sale of lands of such Carolinians as joined 
the enemy while they were in possession of the country. South 
Carolina was the only state that had not confiscated the property 
of the disaffected. The step just taken puts her on a footing with 
the other states of the union. The, ‘assembly of this state has 
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5 
“ 


A son ExceLLtence M. FrRankuin.w © 
Versailles, le 25 Xbre. 1782. ° 


J’ai Phonneur de vous envoyer, Monsieur, 
mes dépeches pour M. le Chevalier de la Luzerne: le 
paquet est volumineux, mais il renferme beaucoup de 
duplicats. | | 3 | ) 


5 


passed a resolution, in consequence of which a purchase of land is 
to be made of the value of 240,000 livres tournois, which Carolina 
makes a present of to General Green, as the saviour of that pro- 
VEHCE OH ui died: POD SR 
Mr. Matthews, a delegate from Congress, latelyarrived in Caro- 
lina, has, it is said, been chosen governor in the room of Mr. Rut- 
ledge: he has communicated to persons of the most influence in 
his state, the ultimatum of the month of ...... last, who ap- 
proved of the clauses in general, and particularly that one which 
leaves the King master of the terms of the treaty of peace or truce, 
excepting independence, and treaties of alliance. A delegate from 
South Carolina told me that this ultimatum was equally well 
known by persons of note in his state, and this had given entire 
satisfaction there; it is the same with regard to several other 
states, and I believe I may assure you, upon the testimony of se- 
veral delegates, that this measure is approved by a great majority; - 
but Mr. Samuel Adams is using all his endeavours to raise in the 
state of Massachusetts a strong opposition to peace, if the eastern 
states are not thereby admitted to the fisheries, and particularly 
to that of Newfoundland. S, Adams delights in trouble and diffi- 
culty, and prides himself on-forming an opposition against the 
government, whereof he is himself ‘president.. His aim and at- 
tention are to render the minority of consequence, and at this very 
moment he isattacking the constitution of Massachusetts, although 
it be in a great measure his own work, but he had disliked it since 
the people had shown their uniform attachment to it,’ It may be 
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Je voudrois pouvoir lui mander que notre négociation 
est au méme _— cane la sunavece mais elle en est encore 


at tie Sala ae ee ae 0 ee 


expected that with this disposition, no measure can meet the ap- 
proval of Mr: S. Adams, and if the United States should. agree re- 
lative to the fisheries, and be certain of partaking therein, all his 
mancuvres and intrigues would be directed towards the conquest 
of Canada, and Nova Scotia; but he could not have used a fitter 
engine than the fisheries for stirring up the passions of the eastern 
people. By renewing this question which had lain dormant during 
his two years absence’ from Boston, he has raised the expectation 
of the people of Massachusetts to an extraordinary pitch. The 
_ public prints hold forth the importance of the fisheries; the reign- 
ing toast in the east is, may the United States ever maintain their 
right to the fisheries. It has been often repeated in the delibera- 
tion of the. general court; No peace without fisheries. Howe 
ever clear this principle may be in this matter, it would be — 
needless and even dangerous to attempt informing the people — 
through the pablic papers, but it appears to me possible to use 
means for preventing the consequences of success to Mr. S. Adams 
and his party, and I take the liberty of submitting them to your 
discernment and indulgence; one of those means would be for the 
King to cause it, to be intimated to. congress or to the ministers, 
“ His surprize that the Newfoundland fisheries have been included 
in the additional instructions; that the United States set forth 
therein pretensions without paying regard to the King’s rights, and 
without considering the impossibility they are under of making 
conquests, and keeping what belongs to Great Britain.” His Ma- 
jesty might at the same time cause a promise to be given to con- 
gress “ of his assistance for procuring admission to: the other fish- 
eries, declaring however that he would: not be answerable for the 
success, and that he is bound to. nothing, as the treaty makes no 
mention of that article.” Thijs Deelaration being made before the 
peace, the hopes of the people could not be supported, ‘nor could it 


one day be said that we left them in, the dark on this point. It a 


were even tq ‘be wished that. this declaration should be made 
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fort éloignée. Je nepuis méme prevoir quelle en sera 
issue, car les difficultés naissent des facilités: aux quelles 


= 


whilst New York, Charles Town and Penobscot are in the enemy’s 
hands; our allies will be less tractable than ever upon these 
points whenever they recover these important posts. There are 
some judicious persons to whom one may speak of giving up the 
fisheries andthe’ . .. . . of the West for the sake of peace. 
“But there are enthusiasts who fly out at this idea, and their num- 
bers cannot fail encreasing when, after the English are expelled 
this continent, the burthen of the war will scarce be felt. It is 
already observable that the advocates. for peace are of those who 
lived in the country. _ The inhabitants of towns whom. commerce 
enriches, mechanics who receive there a higher pay than before: 
war, and.5.or 6 times more than in Europe, do not wish for it: 
but it is a happy circumstance that this division be nearly equal: 
inthe congress and among the states, since our influence can in- 
cline the beam either for peace’ or war which ever way we chuse. 
Another means of preserving to France so important a branch of 
her commerce and navigation is that proposed to you, Sir, by M. 
oy .y Viz. the conquest of Cape Breton; it seems to me-as it does) 
to that minister the only sure means of containing within bounds». 
- when peace is made, those swarms of smugglers who, without re~ 
gard to treaties, will turn all their activity, daring spirit and means: 
towards the fisheries, whose 1mdertakings Congresswill not perhaps. 
have the ponent or the willte repress. Ifit be apprehended that the. 
peace which is to put an end to the present war will prove dis- 
agreeable to any of the United States, there appears tome a certain: 
method of guarding against the effects of this discontent, of pre-) 
venting the declarations of some states and other resources which 
turbulent minds might employ for availing themselves of the pre- 
‘sent juncture. This would: be,. for his Majesty to cause a Memo- 
rial to: be delivered to Congress, wherein should be stated the use’ 
~ made by his ministers.of the powers entrusted to them by that 
assembly ; gnd the impediments which may have stood in the way: 
of a fuller satisfaction on every point. This step would certainly 


as 


. Avepaees Settlements,—or Lands. 
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nous nous sommes prétés. I] sera bon, Monsieur, que 
vous en preveniés le Congrés pour le’ prémunir contre tout. 
ce qui peut arriver. Je ne. désespére stint J ‘capers Apteta - 


- 


mais tout est encore incertain. 


eb - 


_ be pleasing to Congress and seni it become necessary to inform 
the people of this memorial, it could easily be done; they would be’ 
flattered by it, and it might probably beget the voice and concur- 
rence of the public. I submit these thoughts to you early; and. 
although peace appears yet to be distant, Sir, by reason of delays’ 
and’ difficulties attending the communications, that period will be 
a crisis when the partizans of France and England will openly 
appear, and when that power will employ every means to diminish’ 
our influence, and re-establish her own; it is true the independent’ 
party will always stand in great want of our support; that the fears 
and jealousies'which a remembrance of the former government — 
will always produce, must operate as the safe-guard to our alli- 
ance, and as a security for the attachment of the Americans to us. 
But it is best to be prepared for any discontent, although it should 
be but temporary. It is remarked by some that as England has 
other fisheries besides Newfoundland, she may perhaps endeavour 
that the Americans should partake in that of the Great Bank, in: 
order to conciliate their affection, or procure them some 
compensation, or create a subject of jealousy between them and 
us: but it does net seem likely that she will act so contrary to’ 
their true interest, and were she to do ‘so, it will be for the better, 
to have declared at an early period to the. Americans, that their, 
pretension is not founded, and that his wiretahid does we mean to ips 
port it. ae tn! Raabe Stes: ’ ‘2 
I here shal Sir, cierto of the Speech made vi the Gan 
vernor of South Carolina to the assembly and of their answer.) 
These interesting productions convey in a forcible manner the 
sentiments of the inhabitants of that State, and ab Ereheg tome — 
sei Sikes te to gens , 
“Tam, &c. . 
(Signed) Barse’ ve Marsors. 
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J’ai Vhonneur d’étre, avec une parfaite considération, 
Monsinaes votre tras humble et trés obéissant serviteur, 
De bieinenienaiinesaail 


: - To Ricuarp aif Eso. 
Sis» senana _.».., Passy, Jan. 14, 1783. - 
) I am much obliged by your informatiou 
of your intended trip to England; I heartily wish you a 
good journey, and a speedy return, and request your sins 
care of a packet for Mr. Hodgson. _ sigh sik 
I enclose two papers * that were read at diftementt times by 
me to the commissioners ; they may serve to show if you 
should have occasion, what was urged on the part of Ame- 
rica on certain points; or may help to refresh your me= 
mory. I send you also another paper which)I once: read 
to you separately. It contains a proposition. for. improv- 
ing the law of nations, by prohibiting the plundering of 
unarmed and usefully employed people. I rather wish 
than expect that it will be adopted. But 1 think it may 
| be offered with a better grace by a country that is likely to 
suffer least and gain most by continuing. the ancient prac-. 
tice ; which is our case, as the American ships laden only 
with the gross productions of the earth cannot be so valua- 
ble as yours filled with sugars or with manufactures, It 
has not yet been considered by my colleagues; but if you 
should think or find that it might be acceptable on. your 
side, 1 would. try. to get it inserted. in the general treaty. 
I think it will do honour to the nations that establish it. 
With great and sincere esteem, I am, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, §. 3B. FRANKLIN. 


‘ 1 Uncertain what papers. 
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[Enclosed i in the foregoing] _ ib 


“ROE TRAE BH 
Proposition relative to privateering, &c. ep ae to 
_ Mr. Oswald. 

‘It is for the interest of humanity in general, 
that the occasions of war, and the inducements to it should 
be diminished. x Eratt 

If rapine is abolished, one of the encouragements. 18 
war is taken away, and. peace therefore more — to con- 
tinue and be lasting, © = . 

The practice of robbing merchants on the nip 
remnant of the ancient piracy, though it may be accident- 
ally beneficial to particular persons, is far from being pro- 
fitable to all engaged: in it, or to the nation that authorizes 

In the beginning’ of a’ war some rich ships not upon 
_ their guard are surprized and taken: ‘This encourages the 
first adventurers to fit out more armed vessels, and many 
others to do the same. But the enemy at the same time 
become more ‘careful, arm their merchant ships better ; 
and render them not’ so’ easy to be taken; they go also 
more under protection of convoys: thus while the priva- 
teers to take them are multiplied, the vessels subject to be 
taken and the chances of profit are diminished, so that 
many cruizes are made wherein the expenses overgo the 
gains ; aud as is the case in other lotteries, though parti- 
culars have got prizes, the mass of adventurers are: losers; 
the whole expence of fitting out all the privateers during 
a war, being much greater than the whole amount of goods 
taken. Then there is the national loss of all the labour of 
so many men during the time they have’ been employed in 
robbing ; who besides’spend what they get in-riot, drunk- 
euness, and debauchery, lose their habits of industry, are 
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rarely fit for any sober business after a peace, and serve 
ouly to increase the number of highwaymen and house- 
breakers. Even the undertakers who have been fortunate, 
are by sudden wealth led into expensive living, the habit of 
which continues when the means of supporting it ceases, 
and finally ruins them. A just punishment for their hay- 
ing wantonly and unfeelingly ruined many honest innocent 
traders and their families, whose subsistence was employed 
in serving the common interests of mankind. | 
Should. it be agreed and become a part of sf the law of 
- nations, that the cultivators of the earth are not to be mo- 
lested or interrupted in their peaceable and useful employ- 
ment, the inbabitants of the sugar islands would perhaps 
come under the protection of such a regulation, which 
would be a great advantage to the nations who at present. 
hold those islands, since the cost of sugar to the consumer 
in those nations, consists not merely m the price he pays 
for it by the pound, but in the accumulated charge of all 
the taxes he pays in every war, to fit out fleets and main- 
tain troops for the defence of the islands. that raise the 
sugar, and the ships that bring ithome. But the expence 
of treasure is not all. A celebrated philosophical. writer 
remarks, that when he considered the wars made in Africa 
for prisoners to raise sugar in America, the numbers slain 
in those wars, the numbers that bemg crowded in ships 
perish in the transportation, and-the numbers that die un- 
der-the severities of slavery, he could scarce look on a 
morsel of sugar without conceiving it: spotted with human 
blood. If he had considered also the blood of one ano- 
ther which the white nations shed in fighting for those 
islands, he would have imagined his sugar not as spotted 
enly, but as thoroughly died red. On these accounts I 
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am perstiaded that the subjects of the Emperor of Ger- 
many, and’ the Empress of Russia, who have no sugar 
islands, consume sugar cheaper at’ Vienna and Moscow, 
with all the charge’ of. transporting it after its arrival in 
Europe, than the citizens of London or of Paris. And I 
sincerely believe, that if France and England were.to de-_ 
cide by throwing dice which should have the whole of their 
sugar islands, the loser m the throw would be the gainer. 
The future expence of defending them would be ‘saved : 
the sugars would be bought cheaper by all Europe if the 
inhabitants might make it without interruption, and who- 
ever imported the ‘sugar, the same revenue might be 
raised by the duties at the custom houses of the nation that 
consumed it. And on the whole 1 conceive “it would be 
better for the nations now possessing sugar colonies to 
give up their claim to them, let them govern themselves, 
and put them under the protection of all the powers of 
Europe as neutral countries, open to the commerce of all, 
the profits of the present monopolies being by no means 
equivalent to the expence of maintaining them. 


ARTICLE. 


If war should hereafter arise between Great 
Britain and the United States, which God forbid, the mer- 
chants of either country then residing in the other, shall be 
allowed to remam nine months to collect their debts, and 
settle their affairs, and may depart freely, carrying off all 
their effects.without molestation or hindrance. And all: 
fishermen, all cultivators of the earth, and all artisans or 
manufacturers unarmed, and Ihabiting unfortified towns, 
villages or places, who labour for the commen subsistence’ 
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and benefit of mankind, and, peaceably follow. their respec- 
tive employments, shall be allowed to continue the same, and 
shall not be molested by the armed force of the enemy in 
whose power by the events of the war they may happen to 
fall ; butif any thing is necessary to be taken from them, for 
the use of such armed force, the same shall be paid for at 
a reasonable price. And all merchants: or traders with 
their unarmed vessels, employed in commerce, exchanging 
the products of different places, and thereby rendering the 
necessaries, conveniences, and ‘comforts of human life 
more easy to obtain, and more general, shall be allowed to 
pass freely unmolested. And neither of the powers par- 
ties to this treaty, shall grant or issue any commission to 
any private armed vessels empowering them to take or de- 
stroy such trading ships, or interrupt such commerce. 


Lettre pe M. te ComTe pre VERGENNES 4 


MonsIiEuR FRANKLIN. 


Il est essentiel, Monsieur, que je puisse 
avoir r honneur de conferer avec vous, avec M. Adams, et 
avec ceux de Messieurs vos collegues, qui peuvent se 
trouver a Paris. Je vous prie, en consequence, Mon- 
sieur, de vouloir bien inviter ces Messieurs de se rendre a 
Versailles avec vous Lundi avant dix heures du matin. fl 
seroit ‘bon que vous amenassiés, Monsieur, votre petit fils 
avec vous, il pourra nous etre necessaire pour rendre plu- 
sieurs choses d’ gngtals. en Francois, et méme pour ecrire. 
Lobjet dont.j’ai a vous entreteuir est trés interressant pour | 
les Etats Unis, vos maitres. 
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_ J’ai Vhonneur d’etre avec. une parfaite consideration, 
Monsieur, votre trés humble et trés obeissant serviteur, 
De VERGENNES. 


y a et le Samedi soir is Janvier, 1783. 


AM. ve Comte pre VERGENNES. 


Stk, _ Passy, Jan. 18, 1783, at ten P. M. 
| Agreeable to the notice just received from 
your Excellency, I shall acquaint Mr. Adams with your | 
desire to see us on Monday before ten o’clock at Ver- 
sailles, and we shall endeavour to be punctual. “My other 
colleagues are absent, Mr. Laurens being gone to Bath 
in England to recover his health, and Mr. Jay into Nor- 
mandy. With great respect I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your Excellency’s, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 
_ I shall bring my grandson as you desire. | 


From B. Vaucuan, Eso. ro Dr. FRANKLIN. 

My Dearest Sir, (Private) Parts, Jan. 18, 1783. 

I cannot but in the most earnest manner — 
and from recent circumstances, press your going early to 
Versailles to-morrow ; and I have considerable reason to 
think, that your appearance there will not displease the 
person whom you address. I am of opinion that itis very 
likely that you will have the glory of having concluded the 
peace, by this visit ; at least I am sure if the deliberations 
of to-morrow evening end unfavourably, that there is the 
strongest appearance of war; and if they end favourably, 
perhaps little difficulty may attend the rest. 
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After all, the peace will have as much that is conceded 
in it, as England can in any shape be made just now to re- 
lish ; owing to the stubborn demands principally of Spain, 
who would not I believe upon any motive recede from her 
conquests. What I wrote about Gibraltar, arrived after 
the subject as I understand was canvassed, and when it of 
course must have appeared impolitic eagerly and immedi- 
ately to revive it. 

You reproved me, or rather reproved a political scheme 
yesterday, of which I have heard more said favourably by 
your friends at Paris than by any persons whatever in 
London. But do you, my dear sir, make this peace, and 
trust our common sense respecting another war. Eng- 
land, said a man of sense to me the other day, will come 
out of the war like a convalescent out of a disease, and 

must be re-established by some physic and much regimen. 
1 cannot easily tell in what shape a bankruptcy would come 
upon England, and still less easily in what mode and de- 
gree it would affect us; but if your confederacy mean to 
bankrupt us now, I am sure we shall lose the great fear 
that would deter us from another war. Your allies there- 
fore for policy, and for humanity’s sake, will I hope stop 
short of this extremity ; especially as we should do some 
‘mischief first to others, as well as to ourselves. {am, my 
dearest Sir, your ever devoted, ever affectionate, and ever 
obliged, : B. VaucHan. _ 


To His Excettency J. Apams, Esq. 
_ Sir, | _ Passy, Jan. 19, 1783. . 
Late last night I received a note from Mr. 
de Vergennes, acquainting me that it is very essential he 
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‘should have a conference with us, and requesting I would 
inform my colleagues. He desires that we may be with 
him before ten on Monday morning. If it will suit you 
to call here, we may go together in my carriage. — aia 
‘great wi Hes I have the honor to be, Sir, | 
_ Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
bist B. FRANKLIN; 


Copy of Mx. Firzuersurt’s Commission, to treat 
with France. oh 

Georgius Tertius, Dei Gratia, Magne 

Britanniz Francie et Hibernie Rex, Fidei Defensor, Dux 
Brunsvicensis et Lunebergensis, Sacri, Romani Imperii 
Archithesaurius et Princeps Elector &e. Omnibus et 
Singulis ad quos presentes he Littere pervenerint, Salu- 
tem. Cum Belli Incendié jam. nimis diu diversis orbis 
Terrarum Partibus flagrante, in id quam maxime incum- 
bamus, ut Tranquillitas publica, tot Litibus controversiis- 
que rite compositis, reduci et stabiliri possit. Cumque 
e4 de caus Virum quemdam tanto negotio parem, ad bo- 
num Fratrem nostrum Regem Christianissimum mittere 
decrevimus, sciatis igitur, quod nos, Fide, Industria, In- 
genio, Perspicacia, et rerum usu fidelis et dilecti’ nobis 
Alleim Fitz Herbert, Armigeri, plurimum confisi, eundem 
nominavimus, fecimus et constituimus, sicut per presen- 
tes, nominamus, facimus et constituimus, nostrum. verum; 
certum et indubitatum Commissarium, Procuratorem et 
Plenipotentiarium, dantes et concedentes eidem omnem 
et omnimodam Potestatem, Facultatem Authoritatemque, 
-necnon mandatum, generale pariter ac speciale (ita tamen: 
ut generale speciali non deroget nec é contra) pro nobis et 
nostro nomine, und cum Ministro Ministrisve predicti 
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boni Fratris nostri Regis Christianissimi, sufficienti au- 
thoritate instructo vel instructis, cumque legatis, Commis- 
sariis, “Deputatis, et Plenipotentiariis aliorum) Principum 
et Statuum quorum interesse poterit, sufficienti itidem au- 
thoritate’ instructis, tam singulatim ac diversim, quam ag- 
gregatim ‘ac ‘conjunctim, ‘congrediendi et collognendi, at- 
que cum ipsis de pace firma et stabili, sinceraque Ami- 
citia et Concordia quantotius restituendis, conveniendi, 
tractandi, consulendi et concludendi, eaque omnia que 
ita conventa et conclusa fuerint pro nobis et Nostro No- 
mine, subsignandi, superque conclusis Tractatum Tracta- 
tusve, vel alia Instrumenta quotquot et qualia necessaria 
fuerint, conficiendi mutuoque tradendt, recipiendique, om- 
niaque alia que ad opus supra dictum feliciter exequen- 
dum pertinent transigendi, tam amiphs ‘modo’ et forma, 
ac Vi Effectuque pari, ‘ac nos, ‘si interessenius, facere et 
prestare possemus ; spondentes et in Verbo Regio pro- 
mittentes, Nos omnia quacumque a dicto nostro’ Plenipo- 
tentiario transigi et concludi contigérint, grata, rata’ ét 
accepta omni meliori modo habituros, neque passuros 
unquam ut in toto vel in parte 4 quopiam Viclentur, aut ut 
iis in contratium éatur.” In quorum oimnium majorem Fi- 
dem et Robur, presentibus manu nostra regia signatis, 
magnum nostrum Magne Britannia Sigillum appendi fe- 
cimus. Que dabantur in’ Palatio nostro’ Divi Jacobi, 
‘Die vicesimo quarto Mensis Juli, anno Domini mille- 
sino Septingentesimo Octogesimo secundo, Regnique 
nostri Vicesimo secundo. rode 

. Bes: ~ A true copy examined by 

(signed) Argeyne FirzHerperr. 


VOL. It. ¥ 
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Dietalation of the sprinted, oiadalie mines Me in 
_ French, and signed by the American Eigpnetere 
tiaries. : 

We the ‘eathcnailteds hintites Bite 
tentiary of the United States of North America, having 
received from Mr. Fitz Herbert, Minister Plenipoten- 

tiary of his Britannic Majesty, a Declaration relative to a 

suspension of arms, to be established between his said 

Majesty and the said rtiiee of which the following i is a 

copy, viz. | 


“ Whereas the Preliminary. articles agreed to and signed 
this day between his Majesty the King of Great Britain, 
and bis most Christian Majesty on the one part, and also 
between his said Britannic Majesty and his Catholic Ma- 
jesty on the other part, stipulate a cessation of hostilities 
between those three powers, which is to commence upon 
the exchange of the ratifications of the said preliminary. 
articles; and whereas by the provisional treaty signed the. 
thirtieth of November last between his Britannic Majesty, 
and the United States of North America, it was stipulated 
that the said treaty should have its effect as soon as a peace 
between the said crowns should be established; the under- 
written Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty 
declares in the name, and by the express order of the 
King his master, that the said United States of North 
America, their subjects and their possessions, shall. be 
comprised in the suspension of arms above-mentioned, 
and that they shall consequently enjoy the benefit of the 
cessation of hostilities at the same periods and in the same 
manner as the three crowns aforesaid, and their subjects 


» 
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and possessions respectively; on condition however, that 
on the part and in the name of the said: United States of 
North America there shall be delivered a similar’ declara- 
tion expressing their assent to the present suspension of 
arms, and containing an assurance of the most perfect re- 
ciprocity on their part, | ' 

*« Tn faith whereof, we, the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of his Britannic Majesty, have signed the present declara- 
tion, and have thereto caused the seal of our arms to be 
affixed, at Versailles, this twentieth day of January one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty three.” : 

(signed) ALLEYNE FitzHernert. (L.S.) 


We have in the name of the said United States of 
North America, and in virtue of the powers we are vest- 
ed with, received the above declaration, and do accept 
the same by these presents, and we do reciprocally de- 
clare that the said States shall cause to cease all hos- 
tilities agamst his Britannic Majesty, his subjects and pos- 
sessions at the terms or periods agreed to between his said 
Majesty the King of Great Britain, his Majesty the King 
of France, and his Majesty the King of Spain, in the same: 
manner as stipulated between these three crowns, and to 
have the same effect. 

An faith whereof we Sieh Plenipotentiary pa 
the United States of America, have signed the present 
’ declaration, and have hereunto affixed the seals of our 
arms. At Versailles the twentieth of January, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty three. | 

| (signed) — Joun Apams, (L. S.) 
B. Frankuin, (Lh. Ss.) 


'_—_— 
er 
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‘Copy of bag 1st and 22d ‘aonb of the _—e 


Treaty between France and Great Britain. 


ARTICLE I. 

Aussitét que les Préliminaires seront signés 
et ratifiés, PAmitié sincere sera retablie entre sa Majesté 
trés Chretienne et sa Majesté Britannique, leurs Roy- 
aumes, Etats et sujets par mer et par terre, dans toutes 
les Parties du’ Monde; Il sera envoyé des ordres aux 
Armées et Escadres, ainsi qu’aux Sujets des deax Puis- 
sances de cesser toute hostilité, et de vivre dang la plus 
parfaite union en oubliant le passé, dont leur Souverains 
lear donnent Pordre et ’Exemple; et pour |’ Execution de 
cet Article, il sera donné de part et d’atitre des Passeports 


‘de mer aux Vaisseaux qui seront expediés pour en porter 


sik N ouvelle dans les Possessions des dites Puissances. 


sibs Aaitionctsike ARTICLE XXII. 
Pour prévenir ‘tous les Si: de plainte- et 


de Contestation. qui pourroient naitre a i POccasion des 
Prises qui pourroient étre faites en Mer depuis la Sig- 


“nature de ces Articles préliminaires, On est convenu re- 
| ciproquement que les Vaisseaux et Effets qui pourroient 


étre pris dans la Manche et ‘dans les Mers du Nord aprés 


XN 


PEspace de douze Jours a compter depuis la_ -Rati- 


fication des presents Articles prélimiaires, seront de part 


et d’autre restitués. Que le ferme sera d'un ‘mois depuis 
la Manche et les Mers du Nord, jusqu’aux Isles Canaries 
inclusivement soit dans l’Ocean, soit dans la Mediter- 
ranée ; de deux Mois depuis les dites Isles Canaries 
jusqu’ 4 la Ligne équinoxiale ou l’Equateur ; et enfin de 
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\ 
cing mois dans tous les autres Endroits du Monde sans 
aucune exception ni autre Distinction plus particuliére de 
tems et de lieux. 


AMERICAN Passport ror Britisn SHips. 

We John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and 
John Jay, three of the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America for making peace with Great 
Britain ; To all Captains or Commanders of ships of 
war, privateers, or armed vessels belonging to the said 
States or to either of them, or to any of the citizens of 
the same, And to all others whom these presents may 
concern, Send Greeting. | 


* 


Whereas peace and amity is agreed on between the said 
United States and his Britannic Majesty, and a suspen- 
sion of hostilities to take place at different periods in 
different places hath also been agreed upon by their re- 
spective Plenipotentiaries. And whereas it hath been fur- 
ther agreed by the said Plenipotentiaries, to exchange one 
hundred passports for merchant vessels, to the end that 
such as shall be provided with them, shall be exempted 
from capture although found in latitudes at a time prior to 
the taking place of the said suspension of hostilities there- 
in. Now, therefore know ye that free passport, licence 
and permission is hereby given to the. . 
commander now lying at the port of . 
and bound from thence to . . . 


And we do earmestly enjoin upon oe recommend to you, 

to let and suffer the said vessel to pass unmolested to her 
destined port, and if need be, to afford her all such 

" succour and aid as circumstances and Humanity may re- 
quire. 
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Given under our Mande and seals at Paris on the 
day of m the ig ‘of 
eur Lord 1783. : 


Proclamation for the Cessation of Hostilities. 
By THE Kine, ) 

A Proclamation, declaring the cessation of 
arms, as well by sea as land, agreed upon between his 
Majesty the most Christian King, the King of Spain, | the 
States General of the United Provinces and the United 
States of America, and enjoining the observance thereof. 


- GEorceE R. i Vil ee 
Whereas provisional articles were signed at 
Paris, on the thirtieth day of November last, between. 
our Commissioner for treating of peace with the Commis- 
sioners of the” United States of America, and the Com- 
missioners of the said States, to be inserted in and to con- 
stitute the treaty of peace proposed to be concluded be- 
tween us and the said United States, when terms of peace 
should be agreed upon between us and his most Christian 
Majesty: and whereas preliminaries for restoring peace 
between us and his most Christian Majesty were signed at 
Versailles on the « twentieth day of January last, by the 
ministers of us and the most Christian King; and whereas 
preliminaries for ‘restoring’ peace between | us and the 
King of Spain, were also signed at Versailles on the twen- 
tieth day of J anuary last, between the ministers of us and 
the King of Spain: and whereas for putting an ‘end to. 
the calamity of war as soon and as far as may be possible, 
it hath been agreed between us, his Most-Christiar Ma~ 
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jesty, the King of Spain, the States General of the United 
Provinces, and the United States of America, as follows, 
that is to say. | : ; 
That such vessels and effects as should be taken in the 
channel and in the North Seas, after the space of twelve 
days, to be computed from the ratification of the said pre- 
liminary articles, should be restored on all sides. That the 
term should be one month from the channel, and the 
North Seas, as far as the Canary Islands inclusively, whe- 
ther in the ocean or in the Mediterranean ; two months 
from the said Canary Islands as far as the Equinoctial 
line or Equator ; and lastly, five months in all other parts 
of the world, without any exception, or any other more 
particular description of time or place. : 
And whereas the ratifications of the said preliminary 
- articles between us, and the Most Christian King, in due 
form were exchanged by the ministers of us and the 
Most Christian King, on the third day of this instant Fe- 
bruary, and the ratifications of the said preliminary arti- 
cles between us and the King of Spain, were exchanged 
between the ministers of us and of the King of Spain, on 
the ninth day of this instant February, from which days 
-respectively the several terms above mentioned, of twelve 
days, of one month, of two months, and of five months, 
are to be computed ; and whereas it is our royal will and 
pleasure that the cessation of hostilities between us and 
the States General of the United Provinces, and the 
United States of America, should be agreeable to the 
epochs fixed between us and the Most Christian King. 
We have thought fit, by and with the advice of our 
-Privy Council, to notify the same to, all our loving sub- 
‘jects ; and we do declare, that our royal will and pleasure 
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is, and we do hereby strictly charge and command all our 

officers, both at sea and: land; dnd all other our subjects 
whatsoever, to forbear all acts of hostility, either by sea or 
land, against his most Christian Majesty; the King of Spain, 
the States General of the United Provinces, and the United 
States of America, their vassals or subjects, from and 
after the respective times above mentioned, and under ‘the 
penalty of incurring our highest displeasure. _ 


Given at our court at St. James’s, the fourteenth day of 
February, in the twenty third year of our reign, and in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and eighty 
three. . 4 
; God save the King. a 


To THE Ministers PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
Unitep STates or AMERICA. | 
GENTLEMEN, Paris, Feb. 18, 1783. 
[have the honor to transmit to you here- 
with a packet ‘containing one hundred passports for Ame- 
rican vessels, which I have this moment received by a 
courier from’ England. 

[ take this opportunity of acquainting you thle a pro- 
clamation was issued out in the King’s name on the 14th 
instant; making known the cessation of hostilities which 
has Leen agreed upon between the several belligerent 
_ powers, and declaring further that the several epochas. at 

which the said armistice is to commence between his Ma- 
jesty and the United States of North America, are to be 
‘computed from the third day of this mstant February, 
‘being the day on which the ratifications of the prelimina- 
‘vies were exchanged between his Majesty and the most 


@ 
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Christian King. ‘I must add that his Majesty was: in- 
duced to take this step under the firm and just expecta- 
tion that you, gentlemen, will correspond to it on. your 
parts, by adopting the same ‘measure reciprocally m_ the 
name of the States your masters, 
Ihave the honor to be with great regi and esteem, 
‘iisenicosick yours, &e. ; 
(signed) ALLEYNE ata ae A 


DECLARATION OF THE “ppled pyc: OF Arms ON 
THE Part OF AMERICA. 


By the Ministers Blew nntisianys of the United 
States of America, for making. Peace with 
Great Britain. 


‘A DECLARATION = 
Of the Cessation of Arms, as well by See as Land, | 
. agreed upon between his MasxEsty the Kine of 


Great Britain, and the Unirep Srates of 
AMERICA. 


Whereas preliminary articles were signed 
at Paris on the thirtieth day of November last, between 
the plenipotentiaries of his said Majesty the King of 
Great Britain, and of the said States, to be inserted in 
and to constitute the treaty of peace, to be concluded 
between his said Majesty and the said United States, 
when terms of peace should be agreed upon between 
his said Majesty and_ his most Christian Majesty : 
and whereas preliminaries for restoring peace between. 
his said Majesty: the King of Great Britain, and 
his most Christian Majesty, were signed at Versailles 
on the twentieth day of January last, by the respective 
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ministers of their said Majesties : and whereas prelimina- _ 
ries for testoring peace between his said Majesty the King. 
of Great Britain and his Majesty the King of Spain, were 
also signed at Versailles on the twentieth day of January 
last, by their respective ministers: and whereas, for putt- 
ing an end to the calamity of war, as soon and as far as 
possible, it hath been agreed between the King of Great 
Britain, his most Christian Majesty, the King of Spain, 
the States General of the United Provinces, and the United 
States of America, as follows, that is to say; 

- That such vessels and effects as should be taken in the 
Channel and the North Seas, after the space of twelve 
days, to be computed from the ratification of the said 
preliminary articles, should be restored on all sides ; that 
the term should be one month from. the Channel and 
North Seas as far as the Canary Islands inclusively, whe- 
ther in the Ocean or the Mediterranean ; two months. 
from the said Canary Islands, as far as the equinoctial line- 
or equator; and lastly, five months in all other parts of 
the world, without any exception, or any other more parti- 
cular description of time or place. 

And whereas the ratifications of the said preliminary 
articles between his said Majesty the King of Great Bri- 
“tain and his most Christian Majesty, in due form were 
exchanged by their ministers.on the third day of this n- 
stant February, from which day the several terms above- 
mentioned, of twelve days, of one month, of two months, 
and of five months, are to be: computed, relative to all 
British and American vessels and effects. 

Now ‘therefore, we the ministers plenipotentiary from. 
the United States of America for making peace with. 
Great Britain, do notify to the people and citizens of the 
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said United States of America, that hostilities on their 
part against his Britannic Majesty, both by sea and land, 
are to cease at the expiration of the terms herein before 


specified therefor, and which terms are to be computed 


from the third day of February instant. And we do, in 
the name and by the authority of the said United States, 
-accordingly warn and enjoin all their officers and citizens, 


to forbear all acts of hostility whatever, either by land or 


by sea, against his said: Majesty the King of Great Britain 
or his subjects, under the penalty of incurring the kag 
displeasure of the said United States. 

_ Given at Paris the twentieth day of February, in the 


year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and vil 


three, under our hands and seals. 


(Signed) = Joun Avams. (L.S.) 
B. Franxuin, | (L.8.) 
JOHN JAY. (L. 8.) 


Davip Harrtey, Eso. M. P. to Dr. FRANRLIN, 
With propositions. 


My. pear. Frienp,  . - «London, March 12, 1783. 


It is a sess while since I have heard from 
you, or indeed since I writ to you. I heartily congratu- 
late you on those pacific. events which have already hap- 
pened, and I wish to see all other final steps of concilia- 
tion succeed speedily. I send you copies of two papers 
which I have already communicated to Mr. Laurens ; the 
one called Conciliatory Propositions in March, 1783 ; 
the other, 4 Sketch of a provisional Treaty of Commerce 
for Opening the Ports between Great Britain and the 
United States of America without delay; to each of 
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which is prefixed a art state wi the. argh crty on each 
mer paps anner gh Alboak: je | wives 
. As for the news of this: iideidiin you wii doubtless 
rote that Lord Shelburne’s administration has for some 
time been considered.as at an end, although no other has 
been as yet substituted in the place of it, It was under- 
stood yesterday, and I believe with good foundation, that 
what is now called the Portland party have been applied 
to, and they are now considered as the party most likely 
- to succeed. As far as my wishes go, such.an event would 
be most satisfactory tome. Ihave known the Duke of 
Portland for many years, and by experience I know him 
to be a nobleman of the strictest honour and of’ the 
soundest whig principles, sincere and explicit) in every 
thought and transaction, manly in his judgment, and firm 
in his conduct. The kingdom of Ireland, of which he 
was lately Lord Lieutenant, bears unanimous testimony 
to this character of him. The Cavendish family (a good 
whig name) Mr. Fox, Lord. Fitzwilliam, &c. &c. form 
the core of his system and connections. I most earnestly 
wish to see a firm administration upon a whig foundation, 
which I should consider as a solid basis on the part of 
this country for a perpetual correspondence of amity and 
conciliation with America. I am very anxious to hear of 
your health.. God bless you. Ever your most affec- 
tionate, ) D. Harrtrey.. 


CONCILIATORY PROPOSITIONS, 
“March, 1783. ~ 


Terms of peace having been agreed upon 
between Great Britain and France on 20th January, 


+ 
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to wohainde! shoes gine treaty between Gent Britain 
dad the’United States of America, upon the basis of the 
provisional articles of the 30th of Nov. 1782. 

It is to be observed that none of the articles of the pro- 
visional treaty are to take effect until the conclision of 
the definitive treaty with America, at which time likewise 
all places in the American States in possession of the 
British arms are to be evacuated, and the British army 
withdrawn from the United States (by article 7.) If 
therefore it should be wished on the part of Great Britain 
to bring forward the 5th article respecting the loyalists, 
before the conclusion of the definitive treaty with America, 
the bayonet should be withdrawn from the American 
breast by the voluntary removal of the British troops with 
all convenient’ dispatch. ‘This ¢ondition of the removal 
of the troops is likewise necessary before any provisional 
terms of commerce with America can take place. 

By the 6th: article of the provisional treaty all future 
confiscations in America are precluded, although the pro- 
secutions at present subsisting are not to be stopped be- 
fore the definitive treaty. But if the substantial pledge 
Of returning amity on the part of Great Britain, viz. the 
removal of the troops, should be voluntarily anticipated, 
it would be but reasonable that all prosecutions should be 
immediately abated on the part of America, and to facili- 
tate the removal of the troops, the loyalists may be per- 
mitted to remain in ‘safety and unmolested (if they chuse 
to remain) from the period of removing the troops until 
twelve mouths after the definitive treaty. 

There is another article of the provisional treaty, the 
delay of which is much to be lamented, viz. the mutual 
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release of prisoners of war on both sides. As this is an 
article of reciprocity, both sides from principles of huma- 
nity are equally interested to. bring it forward into effect _ 
speedily; that those unhappy captives may not alone 
suffer the miseries of war in the time of peace. | 

Upon these considerations the following supplemental 
terms of treaty between. Great Britam and the United 
States are proposed. SA re r te 

1. That the British troops shall be witharayen ines % 
convenient speed... 2 RATES ig Hee RE HP “i 

2. That the commissioners on both sides de proceed ; 
to the conclusion of the definitive treaty. | 
_ 3. That:the commissioners do speedily negociate a pro- 
visional. convention‘of. commerce (hereunto annexed) to 
take place immediately. ‘The. terms of this temporary 
convention ‘not to. be pleaded on either side in the nego- 
ciation of a final and perpetual treaty of commerce be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States. | 

4. ‘That the commissioners do pire a a 
treaty of commerce. | 

5: That all prosecutions of: the loyalists in noniwn be ~ 
immediately abated, and that they be permitted to remain 
until twelve months after the definitive treaty unmolested 
in their endeavours to obtain restitution of their estates. — 
6. That all prisoners on both sides be aenaiainté re- 
leased. Sta 
7. That intercourse of shite, and commerce do imme- 
diately take place between Great Britain and the United 
States of America. “a 
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“Sketch via a provisional Treaty of Commerce. 


beset As. soon as, sribiinibbiee of peace are dened 

with any tai states, such as Spain, France and 

Holland, the course of mutual commerce. emerges upon 

the same terms and. conditions as were existing antecedent 

to the war, the new. duties imposed. during the war ex- 

cepted. The case between Great Britain;and America is’ 
different, because America, froma dependent nation _be- 

fore the war, emerges an independent nation after. the.war. . 
The basis therefore of provisional treaty between Great 

Britain and the United States would be simply to arrange 
such points as would emerge after the war, impracticable 

and discordant to the newly established independence of. 
the American States, and to leave all others as much as. 
possible untouched : for instance, that all mstrumental 
regulations, such as papers, bonds, certificates, oaths, and. 
all other documents should be between Great Britain and 
the United States, upon the same footing and no. other 
than as between Great Britain and any other independent 
nation, but that all ‘duties, drawbacks, bounties, rights, 
privileges, and all pecuniary considerations should emerge 
into action and effect as before. I say emerge as before, 
not stipulated for any fixed term, because I am speaking 
of a provisional éreaty, not of a provisional bill of com- 
merce for a specified period. By this means all. difficul- 
ties. which otherwise would be accumulated and obstruct 
a temporary and provisional act are avoided in imine. 
The ports will be immediately opened upon specified and 
known conditions. If the legislature of either country - 
think proper to introduce on its own part any new condi- 
‘tions or regulations, even previous to the intended treaty 
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of commerce, that iia not shut the ports again generally 
but only operate pro tanto according to the case; on 
which side soever any novel condition should arise the 


‘other will likewise be at liberty to make any ‘correspond: 


ing regulations as between independent nations. The 
great object is to open the ports between Great Britain 
and the United ‘States immediately on the ‘signature of 
preliminaries of peace, as between France and Great Bri- 
tain.’ By the proposition above stated, Great Britain and 
France, and Great Britain and the United States respec- 
tively on the subject of intercourse of commerce, would 
emerge again after the war, into situations relatively simi- 
lar to their situation before the war. . 

The crown of Great Britain is enabled by the’ con- 
ciliatory act of 1782 to repeal, annul, make void, or sus- 
pend for any time or times the operation and effect of any 
act of patliament, or any clause, provision, matter or thing 
therein contained relating to the colonies or plantations 
now become the United States of America; and there- 
fore the crown is not only competent to ceanisinde, but 
likewise to carry into effect any provisional treaty of com- 
merce with America. The first foundation must be laid 
in the total repeal of the prohibitory act of December, 
1775, notonly as prohibiting commerce between Great 
Britain and the United States, but as the corner stone of 
the war; by giving up universally all American property 
at sea to military plunder without any redress to be ob- 
tained by law in any British court of Admiralty. After 
this all obstructions from the Act of N avigation and other 
acts dia sbi, = commerce’ of the States of America 


aghee: 


Fhstrnchidite may be sent to the commissioners 105 jis 
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customs’ to. dispense with bonds, certificates, ‘&e. which 
by the old laws are required to be discharged or attested 
‘by supposed governors, naval or custom-house officers in 
America. * The questions of drawbacks, bounties, &c. 
after opening the ports, may remain free points of discus- 
. sion and regulation, as between states having’ ho ‘commer- 
cial treaty subsisting between them. As the crown is 
competent to open an intercourse of commerce with 
America by treaty, this mode is preferable to any act of 
parliament, which may be’ only a jealous and suspicious 
convention ex parte. ‘This mode by treaty avoids the 
accumulated difficulties which might otherwise obstruct 
the first opening of the ports by act of parliament, and 
above all it secures an alternate binding part of the bar- 
gain, which rio act of parliament can do. : 

BREVIATE OF THE TREATY, viz. provisional for inter- 
course and commerce between Great Britain and the Unit- 
ed States of America. 

‘Y. That all ports shall be mutually open Yor intercourse 
and commetce. 

9. Arid therefore the King of Great Britain agrees for 
the repeal of the prohibitory acts, viz. 16 Geo. III. chap. 
5, &c. The King of Great Britain likewise agrees by 
instructions according to the laws of Great Britain to his 
commissioners: of customs. and other officers to remove all 
obstructions to American ships, either entering inwards or 
clearing outwards, which may arise from any acts of par- 
liament heretofore regulating the commerce of the Aime- 
rican’ States, under the description of British colonies or 
_ plantations, so as to accommodate every circumstance f6' 
the reception of their ships, as the ships: of - ‘ene 
statesi ; . 
Von. iI. Z 
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_, 3. All duties, drawbacks, bounties, rights, privileges, 
and all other money considerations shall remain respecting 
the. United States of America upon the same footing as 
they now remain respecting the province of Nova Scotia 
in. America, or as if the aforesaid states had remamed 
dependent upon Great Britain. All this subject to regu- . 
lations or alterations by any future acts of the parlianjent 
of Great, Britain. ,_ 

4. On the part of the States. of America, i it is nae 
that all laws prohibiting the commerce with Great Britain 
shall be repealed. . 

5. Agreed upon the same part, that all mae ih mer- 
chandize of the British dominions shall be admitted upon 
the same terms as before the war, except any imposts laid 
during the war. All this subject to future regulations’ or 
alterations by the legislatures of, American States respec- 
2 a a 

6. The principles and spirit of this mena to bei ‘sup- 
ported on either side by any necessary supplemental 
arrangements, No tacit compliance on the part of Ame- 
tica in any subordinate points. to be argued at any time 
hereafter to the prejudice of their independence. __. 


i To RATS PART Eso. M. {bit 
“pia ‘Sir, ly sit March 25, 1783. 
> CR, OAL DUG a te 
eninge nest Maes! re letter. you did, me pa honour 
of, ese to me requesting a recommendation to America: 
of Mr, Joshua Grigby. ,, I have accordingly written, one 5 
and having an,opportunity the other day, I gem it’ under. 
cover to Mr. Benjamin Vaughan. ieee O 
The general proclamations you wished for, pit ptidiais 
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or rather putting an end to hostilities, are now. published ; 

so that your ‘heart is at rest,” and mine with it. You 
may depend on my joining my hearty endeavours with 
yours, in‘ cultivating conciliatory principles between our 
two coutitries,” and I may venture to assure you, that 
if your bill for a ‘provisional ‘establishment of the com- 
merce had passed as at first proposed, a stipulation on 
our part’ in the definitive treaty to allow reciprocal and 
equal advantages ‘and privileges to your subjects, would 
havé been readily agreed to. With great and sincere es- 
teem, I am ever, &c. | fie th 

| B. FRANKLIN. 


D. Harriey, Eso. M. P. ro Dr. Franxnin. 
My pear Frienp, London, March 31, 1783. 

— I send youa paper entitled, Supplemental 
Treaty, the substance of which I sent you some time ago, 
as I read it, in part of a speech in the House’ of Com- 
mons. I have given a copy of it to Mr. L., as the. 
grounds upon which. my friend the Duke of P. would 
have wished that any administration, in which he might 
have taken a part should have. treated with the American 
ministers... All negociations for the formation of a minis- 
try in concert with the Duke of P: are at an end. 

The. 10th article, which is supposed to be referred to 
the definitive treaty, is a renewal of the same proposition 
which I moved in parliament some years ago, viz. on the 
Oth of April, 1778. I see nothing inconsistent with that 
proposition, either in the: declaration of independence or 

in the treaty with France. Let it therefore remain, and 
emerge after the war as a point untouched by the war. 
I assuré you my consent should not be wanting to extend 
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this principle | between all the nations upon earth, 1 know 
full well that those nations to which you and Me are, bound 
by. birth and consanguinity, would reap the earliest fruits 
from it; owing no man hate, and, envying no man’s hap- 
piness, I should rejoice. in the lot of my. own country, and 
on her part, say to America, Nos,duo turba’ sumus. 1 
send ON HRS ee, enclosed with this some sentiments re- 
up. in 1 the, shape. af patliamentary 1 Ee: Pay: my “brother, 
wha j joins. with me in sincerest good wishes, to you for 
health and happiness, ‘and for the peace of our respective 
countries, and of mankind. Your ever affectionate, 


D. Harrey. 


SUPPLEMENTAL Treaty between Great Pht A and 
rs United States of North America.. 


1./That: the British troops be- withdrawn from the 
United States. with all convenient speed. | 
2. That all farther prosecutions of loyalists in America 
be immediately. abated, and that they be permitted to 
remain until twelye months after the definitive. treaty with 
America in ‘safety and unmolested, in their endeavours to 
ate restitution of their estates. * 

. That all ports shall be mutually opened for inter- 
course and commerce, between Great ‘Bnitain anid the 
United States. 

4. Agreed on the apt of Great Brita that all prohi- 
eit a acts shall be agreed, and that all obstructions to 


* See the same, following the Supplemental Treaty. 
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American ships either entering iewatds, or clearing out- 
wards, shall be removed, which may arise from any acts 
of parliament heretofore regulating the commerce of the 
American States, under the description of British colonies 
and plantations, so as to accommodate every circumstance 
to the reception of their ships, as the ships of independent 
states. 

5. Agreed on the part. of Great Britain that all duties, 
rights, privileges, and all pectniary considerations shall ~ 
remain respecting the United States of America, upon the 
same footing as they now remain respecting the province 
of Nova Scotia, or as if the said States had remained 
dependent upon Great Britain. All this subject to regu- 
lations and alterations je any future acts of the parliament 
of Great Britain. 

6. On’ the part of the American States it is agreed, 
that all laws prohibiting commerce with Great Britain 
shall be repealed. 

2. Agreed on the part of the American. States, that all 
ships and merchandize of the British domimions shall be 
admitted upon the same terms as before the war. All 
this subject to future regulations or alterations by the 
legislatures of the American States respectively. 

8. That all prisoners on both sides be a 
released. 3 

9. The spirit and Pilieitée of this thal to be sup- 
ported on’ either side by any necessary supplemental 
arrangements. No tacit compliance on the part of the 
American States in any subordinate points to be urged at 
any time hereafter in derogation of their independence. — 


ae: | © 
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ota article to be weferred to the definiteve Treaty. 
“40. ‘Neither shall the independence of the United States 
be construed any farther than as independence, absolute 
and unlimited in matters of government as well : as com- 
merce. Not into alienation, and therefore the subjects of 
his Britannic Majesty and the citizens of the United States 
shall mutually be considered as natural-born subjects, and 
enjoy all rights and privileges as such in the respective 
dominions and territories, m the mapner heretofore accus- 
tomed. 7 | 
Paper mentioned in ‘the bie of Mr. Hartley's Lette 
of March yf 1783. ‘iad. 


ss 


1. That it is the opinion of this yeaa that: iahaaiels 
Great Britain thought proper to acknowledge | the inde- 
pendence of America, the mode of putting it into effect 
most honourably for this country, would. have been to 
have made the declaration of independence previous to the 
commencement of any treaty with any other power.) ). 
2. Thata deviation from that line of conduct, has. the. 
effect of appearing to grant the independence of America 
solely to the demands of the House of Bourbon, and not, 
as was the real state of the case, from a change in the sen- 
timents of this country, as to the object and continuance: 
of the American war. | 0 | O 

3. That when this house by its vote sail iM father 
prosecution of offensive war in America, had. given up 
the point of coutest and adopted a conciliatory, disposi- 
tion, the pursuing those principles. by, an, immediate’/and 
liberal negociation upon the basis of independence, at the 
same time expressing a readiness to conclude a general 
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peace with the allies of America upon honourable terms, 
would have been the most likely way to promote a mutual 
and beneficial i intercourse between the two countries, —to 
establish | peace upon a firm foundation, and would have 
prevented the House of Bourbon from having a right to : 
claim any farther obligations from America, as the assert- 
ors of their independence, 

4. That the minister who advised the late negociations 
for peace has neglected to make use of those advantages 
which the determination of the House put him in posses- 
sion of : that, by his delay in authorizing persons properly 
to negociate with the American Commissioners, he has 
showna reluctance to acting upon the liberal principles of 
granting independence to America, as the determination 
of Great Britain upon mature consideration of the ques- 
tion; ‘and has by such methods: given advantage to the 
enemies of this country to promote and confirm that com- 
merce and connection between the United States of Ame- 
wica and themselves, which during the contest have been 
turned from ‘they natural channel with this country, and 
which this peace so concluded has not | yet contributed | to 


restore. 


bts Rio Hon. C, J. Fox, Secretary of State, to his 
_ ~ Excellency B. PRANKLIN, Esg-" 
Sir, . | > a » St. James's, April 19, 1783. 


rrwity rR it) is unnecessary for me to introduce 
to your acquaintance a gentleman so well known.to. you 
as Mr, Hartley, who.will have the honour of delivering to 
you this letter, yet it may be proper for me to inform you 
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. that he has the full and entire confidence of his sales 8 
ministers upon the subject of his mission. 
Permit, me, Sir, to take this opportunity of pa i 
you how, happy I should esteem myself if it were to prove 
my lot to be the instrument of completing a real and sub- 
stantial reconciliation between two countries formed by 
nature to_be in a state of friendship one ‘with the other, 
and thereby to, put the finishing hand to a ‘building, im 
laying the first stone of which I may sii sil boast. that L 
had. some share. . 


eee. a ayy ap f ra 


AT have the honour, to be, with every. sentiment tof Reais 
and. esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
Hosa worm wHhtoa a: wine hoRanedial 
. meee ; os Dy, , 4 a . we an 
Three Articles proposed by the AMERICAN MINISTERS, 
‘and delivered” to site hai Hantiey, wi the British 
! su il adliibeteiaiceiins Wines 


retain 3 "April 29, 1783. 
“Ast. 1; Iti 1s seutebi that s so soon_as'his Paienial 
Majesty shall have withdrawn all. his armies, garrisons, 
and fleets from the United States of America, and from. 
every port, post, place, and harbour within the same, as— 
stipulated by the 7th article of the provisional treaty of: 
30th of November, 1782, then and thenceforth, for and 
during the term of — —__years, all rivers, harbours, 
lakes, ports, and places, belonging to the United States, | 
or any of them, shall be open and free to the merchants 
and other subjects of the crown of Great Britain, and his’ 
trading vessels ;: who shall be received, treated, and ‘pro-’ 
tected, hke the merchant and trading vessels of the state 
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in’ which, they fy ibe! Toaale to. no. other charges or. 
duties. | aed fuake” Eeyore 
And reciprocally all rivers, silat: “ieee iss vite 
places, under the dominion of his Britannic Majesty, shall. 
thenceforth be open and free to the merchants and trading 
vessels of the said United States, and of each and every of 
them who shall be received, treated, and protected, like 
the merchants and trading vessels of Great Britain} and 
be liable to.no other charges or duties :. saving always to 
the chartered trading companies, of Great Britain, such 
exclusive ‘use and trade, of their respective ports and 
establishments, as neither the’ other subjects of Great 
Britain, nor any of the. most, favoured nation, partici- 
pate in. ¢ bps | , 

_ Art. 2. Itis ea that svi persons as. may, a m 
confinerhent, in’ the United States of America for or by 
reason of the part which they may have taken in the late 
war,: shall be set at liberty immediately on the evacuation 
of the said states sath the aii and fleets of his. ritannies 
_ Majesty. © t peared ty elibieee: Fv 

And: it is ithe sis i Seeth that all such persons who 
may be in confinement in any parts under the dominion 
of his Britannic Majesty, for or by reason of the part 
which they may have taken in the late war, shall at the 
same time be also immediately set ‘at liberty: 

' Art. 3. The prisoners made’ respectively by the arms: 
of his Britannic Majesty, and those of the United States: _ ’ 
of America both by land and sea, shall. be immediately: 
set at) liberty without ransom, on paying the debts they) 
may. have-.contracted during their captivity: and each. 
contracting party shall respectively reimburse the sums 
which shall have been advanced for the subsistence and 
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maintenance of their prisoners by the sovereign of ‘the 
country where they shall have been detained according ‘to 
the receipts and attested accounts, and: other authentic 
titles which ‘shall be eons on each side. | 


h 


Tos HIS EXcetuency THE Counr DE Rf ie 

” Jt was my intention to pay my devoirs ‘at Vers 
sailles sak det I thank your Excellency nevertheless 
for your kind admonition.. I omitted two of ‘the “last 


three days from a mistaken apprehension’ that being 


holidays there would be no court. Mr. Laurensand 
Mr. Jay are both invalids; and since my last severe'fit of 
the ‘gout, my ‘legs have: continued so weak, that yam 
hardly able to keep pace with the ministers, whoiwalk 
fast, especially in gomg up and down stairs.» I beg vou 
to be assured, that whatever® deficiency there may be'of 


strength, there is none’ of respect, in, Sir, ism Excel- 


wie bie most obedient, and most humble servant, «5. 
: | as B. FRANKLING 


To Davip HARTLEY, Eso. M. PL 


Duar Panta , |. Passy,. May 8, 1788... 
| . [Tsend you enclosed the copies you dese 
the papers I read to you yesterday.’ I should be happy 
if I could see, before I die, the pr oposed improvement of, 
the law of ‘nations established. The miseries of mankind 


2 a ces ae 


See the Proposition about Privateering, annexed to Letter to 
R. Oswald Esq. January 14, 1783. . . 
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would be diminished by it, and the happiness of millions 
secured and. promoted. If the practice of privateering 
could ‘be. profitable to any civilized nation, it. might: beso 
to us Americans, since we are so situated , on: the globe, 
as that the rich commerce of Europe with the West 
Tadies; consisting of manufactures, sugars, &c. is obliged 
to pass before our doors, which enables us to make short 
and ‘cheap ‘cruizes, while our own commerce is in such 
bulky low-priced articles as, that ten, of our ships taken 
by you are not, equal in value to, one, of yours,: and you 
must come far from home. at a, great expence to. look for 
them. J hope therefore that, this proposition, if made. by, 
us, will appear in its true, light, as having humanity only. 
for its motive. I do not wish » ‘to see a new, Barbary 
rising in America, and our long. extended coast occupied 
by, piratical, states. ; L fear lest our privateering success 
inthe two last wars should. already have given our people, 
too. strong a relish. for that most mischievous kind of 
gaming, mixed blood ;.and if a stop is not now put to, the 
practice, mankind may, hereafter be. more plagued, with 
American corsairs than they have been and are with the 
Turkish. Try, my friend, what you can do, in procuring 
for your nation the glory of being, though the greatest 
naval power, the first who voluntarily relinquished the 
advantage that power seems to give them, of plundering 
others, and thereby impeding the mutual communications 
among men of the gifts of God, and rendering. miserable 
multitudes of merchants and their families, artizans, and 
cultivators of the earth, the most peaceable and innocent 
part of the human species. With great esteem and affec- 
tion, J am ever, my dear friend, yours most sincerely, 

B. FRANKLIN, ‘a 
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[The ore Beileunh were | Melicingl to , the pri ae 
» Commissioners by David Hustle hayes the 15th of 
_ May, ae 


Exrnact OFA fetaiihs FROM THE Hon. Cc. J. Fox 
to Davip Hartey, Es0> sielod es 


May 9,.1783.- 


,*-- &T send you enclosed the copy of a memorial I 
have received from the merchants trading to Sonth Caro- 
lina and Georgia, as also the duplicate of one presented 
by them to Lord Shelburne in May 1782. I am to desire 
you will endeavour to obtain for them of the ministers 
plenipotentiary of the United States of America, such 

‘representations of their case, as it appears on the consi- 
deration of it justly to deserve, and I shall be much 
obliged to you, if you will inform me, as soon as you can, 
of the manner in which they receive these papers, and 
how far they think the persons interested may hope to 
obtain relief, that I may acquaint — therewith.” 


To THE Rigut Hon. Wannsaw, Ear OF ‘Suet 
-BURNE, Xe. 


One of his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State. 
The nO RTA! of the subscribing Merchants radi 


to South. Carolina and Georgia in behalf of themselves 
| and | others. vy | 


Most humbly sheweth 


t iM "That in the year 1770, the Cherokee Indians, 
being considerably indebted to the traders, who supplied 
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them with goods, and finding it impossible from the de- 
creased number of deer to pay their debts as usual with 
skins, proposed to their said: traders the cession of a very 
Jarge body of land claimed by that nation as their pro- 
perty, and. situated to the southward of the river Savan- 
nah, such cession to be taken by the tradersas a full 
payment of all debts and. claims whatever against. the 
Cherokees. 

_ That the traders having agreed the proipiade cession, 
the Indians by some of their headmen, authorized for that 
purpose, formally executed the necessary deeds. 

That Sir James Wright, governor of the province of 
Georgia, in which province: the lands so ceded ' were 
situated, and the late John Stuart, Esq. the superintendant 
of Indian affairs for the south district of America, disap- 
proved of the conduct of the said traders im accepting the 
said cession, as being contrary, not only to his Majesty’s 
instructions, but to the several provincial, laws which 
strictly prohibit private persons from making: ~_— age 
chase of lands from Indians. : jb re 

That in consequence of. Yacht Hina gibi the lenians 
persisting in their resolution of ceding the lands in ques- 
tion, and being thereby released from their debt, offered 

to make the cession to Governor Wright for that purpose, 
and named a day for running lines, but be declining their 
offer, desired they would defer their mtentions until his 
Majesty’s pleasure should be known on them. 

That the ensuing year, Sir James Wright being then i m 
England, stated the several matters above mentioned-in.a 
~ memorial to the Earl. of Hillsborough, and proposed 
- certain measures. by which the cession of the said lands, 
if approved by his Majesty, might be the means not’ only 


366 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART 1% 


of; answering the proposed end of the’ Indians, and the 
traders,’ but of bringing’ ina number of valuable settlers 
to the great advantage of the oe and ee 
ofithe mother country.) § 9) Oo00 + eee Oo ony’ 
« That “the: said Meio havitig’ been “referred: to - 
‘consideration of the lords of trade, they in a’représenta> 
tion, dated: Nov. 9, 1772, advised his Majesty to’ accept — 
of the proposed cession for the intended purpose of'pay- 
ing the debts: due to the traders from the Indians’ by the 
sale of the lands, ceded at’ the same time; proposing’ that 
the crown should not stand pledged. either ‘to ‘the Indians 
or the traders for the payment. of any part-of ‘the debts, 
that the debts should be fairly liquidated and:contined to 
those contracted’ within’: certain. periods, and that wall 
monies arising from the sale of the lands so ceded should 
be placed inthe hands of a‘receiver to be appointed*by 
the governor, and after payment of the debts so to’ be hqui+ 
dated, together with the expences of survey and means of 
protection to the persons settling; the same’be subject — 
to such payments upon warrant of the governor forthe 
service of the province as his ere should pag and 
direct. | i oa ney 
- That. in) consequence of the above Fei pmesset thtion his 
Majesty was graciously pleased to give conformable in= 
structions to Sir James Wright, who arrived in» Georgia 
for the: purpose of putting ‘sien in execution in MLstele 
1773. oa s VME I ton ip e a 
That it appearing the Creck Indians had a’claim ‘upon 
the lands proposed to’ be ceded by the Cherokees’ as 
aforesaid, alledging that their ancestors had heretofore 
conquered those lands*from that nation, that ‘the Chero- 
kees had acknowledged that right of conquest by abandon- 
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ing the possession to them, and which possession they had 
uniformly held; and it also appearing that the Creeks being 
also» considerably indebted to their traders were inclined - 
to join» in the cession upon being freed from: their debts, 
a Congress was appointed to beheld at Augusta’ with 
both »nations in ‘the Month of May following for finally 
adjusting: the terms, and: formally accepting the cession of 
the express purpose upon which it was to be made, 
namely the’ discharge of the debts due from the nea 
and: Creeks to their respective traders. iowa 
oeTPhat a’Congress: was .accordingly held at vivid in 
May 1773, by» Sir James Wright and «the superintendant 
on the part of the Crown, at which \a very: considerable 
number of the headmen of both’ nations attended, who 
after haying previously deliberated upon the matter be- 
tween) themselves joined ina solemn and formal-cession 
ofthe lands in-question to his Majesty, for the purpose of 
paying the-debts due froin their respective nations to their 
traders, and the said traders appearing by themselves or 
their attornies did at the same time release and discharge 
their several, debtors of both nations from al] nenhe, claims 
and demands whatever. | via 
_ Thatit must be supposed such considerable debts Heng 
die from the Indians to their traders, the latter must have 
been proportionably indebted to the Merchants who 
supplied. them. with goods ;. this in fact was the case and 
the merchants were obliged to take assignments from the 
traders of their claims, and the debts to be liquidated in 
payment of their.several demands, and to give them) a ‘full 
discharge, of their respective debts. | nedouria 
That after the lands had been ceded as afohoneti ret 
were taken by Sir James Wnght for surveymg the said 
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lands, settling them’ in distinct allotments for “protecting 
the purchases, settling the same and particularly for 
adjusting and liquidating the debts claimed within certain 
fixed periods agreeable to his Majesty’s instructions. «> 
\ That in consequence: of these necessary measures a 
progress was made in the liquidation of the: debts, and 
certificates of the sums allowed were given to the claim- 
ants, -when the disturbances in America, and ‘particularly 
in Georgia prevented any further proceedings being taken 
therein, and your memorialists are either‘on their own 
accounts or their correspondents interested in those claims 
either liquidated or to be liquidated to a very considerable 
amount and without any dependence for reimbursement, 
but on the produce of the lands so ceded. | 
"Your memorialists further beg leave to represent to 
your Lordship, that prior to the unhappy disputes in 
America several allotments of the said ceded lands were 
sold, but as they wére given to understand, the charge of 
surveying, the raising and maintaining a troop of Rangers 
and other expences, whether necessary or not your memo- 
rialists will not take upon themselves to’ determine, have 
amounted to more than the sums received, no part of the 
sums due to your memorialists or their correspondents 
upon such of their claims as have been settled, liquidated 
and certified as aforesaid have been paid. 

Having thus fully stated to your Lordship the circum- 
stances that attended the cession of the lands in question, 
_ the actual ground upon which that cession was made, the 
motives and conditions upon which his Majesty was 
graciously pleased to accept the same and upon which’ 
Instructions were given to Sir James Wright, it remains 
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fer your | memorialists humbly to submit to your Lordship’s. 
consideration. | 

That although the cession of those lands was in 
made to the Crown by the Cherokee and Creek nations, 
yet that it was for a particular and declared purpose, not. 
only clearly acknowledged i in the act of cession itself, but 
in his Majesty’s instructions to his Governor; and that 
the Crown in this instance stands in fact i in trust for the 
several creditors of those nations whose debts have been or 
may be fairly liquidated « and certified by them or their assigns. 
The lands therefore so ceded in trust, cannot be deemed 
the property of the Crown unless it is at the same time 
acknowledged that they must stand charged with and 
liable to the several uncertified claims of your memoria-. 
lists and their correspondents. 

. That the present situation of affairs affords your 1 memo- 
rialists. reason to presume that some accommodation may 
soon take place with the revolted colonies; upon this 
supposition, they have taken the liberty to trouble your. 
Lordship with this full state of their situation, and they. 
beg leave to assure your Lordship of their entire reliance, 
upon your attention to it;-and they are persuaded that in 
every event of negociation which may happen, the circum- 
stances. attending the cession' made by the Cherokee and 
Creek Indians to his Majesty at the Congress of Augusta 
in May 1773, of the lands, to the southward of the River 
Savannah, forthe sole purpose of paying the debts due 
from their respective nations to. the British traders, will be. 
duly attended, to, and that those lands. will be: deemed as. 
charged with and made liable tothe payment of those, 
debts, or that some other mode of payment: ‘will be adopted 

Vou. 11. 2 A 
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to the satisfaction of your memorialists and correspon 
Cane 


~ London, May 3, 1782. 
To THE Ricut HoNnouraBLeE CHARLEs JAMES Fox, 


One of his Majesty’ $ principal Secretaries of State, dc. Sc. 


The Memortau of the subscribing Merchants trading 
to South Carolina and Georgia 1 in behalf of themselves 
and others. ; 


~ That on the third day of May. ne your 
memorialists had the honor to’ present to the Earl of 
Shelburne, then one of his Majesty’s principal Secretaries 
of state, a memorial of which the annexed is a copy. 
That your memorialists having as they humbly appre- 
hend clearly demonstrated therein; that certain lands on 
the western frontiers’ of the province of Georgia, were 
vested in the Crown by cession from the Creek. and Chero- 
kee Indians in trust for the payment of their debts, which 
debts have been assigned to your memorialists and their 
correspondents, they had entertained the most sanguine 
hopes and’ expectations that those lands would have, by 
the preliminary articles lately concluded between the 
commissioners of his Majesty and those on the part of the 
United States of America, been deemed subject and bound 
to the payment of the several demands and claims of your 
memorialists, but to their great: surprise they find no notice 
taken therein of the’ conditions upon which those lands: 
were vested in the Crown, (9) 8 6 
Your memorialists, as the Crown at ‘the’ time ‘of the 
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cession, did not stand pledged either to the Indians or 
their creditors for the payment of the debts, upon: which’ 
condition the cession was made, could not expect or claim 
any right of receiving payment from the Crown, while 
lands ceded to his Majesty for that purpose were liable to 
the said payment; they humbly presume to say, that the 
independency of the United States of America being now 
acknowledged and the boundaries of those states ascer- 
- tained, all lands heretofore vested in the Crown within 
those boundaries, and which the different Indian nations do 
~ not claim as their property, must be deemed as vested in 
the respective states within, whose limits they are situated : 
and as the Indians have formally ceded the lands in ques- 
tion. to, his . Majesty, and thereby renounced all right 
thereto, and property therein, they are to all intents and 
purposes a part of the state of Georgia, without any 
condition or being bound to make good any payment, for 
the purpose of which alone they were ceded to and vested 
in his Majesty ; ; and your memorialists are thereby effectu- 
, ally barred from any claim or expectation of being paid 
their several demands, to which payment those lands while 
vested in his Majesty were liable. 

Your memorialists humbly conceive ‘that his Majesty 
having conceded to the State of Georgia the lands in 
question, without any stipulation i in favour of your memo- 
rialists, that they are fully warranted i in their humble expecta- 
tions that some mode of payment will be adopted or other 
expedient proposed for. their relief. And _ they therefore 
earnestly request, that taking the merit of their case into 
consideration, you will be ‘pleased to lay d this their humble 


372 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART IT, 


representation before his Majesty for his gracious pleasure 

therein. : ety HOU 
GREENWOOD AND HIGGINSON.. . 
Joun Burr. | 

~Granam Simpson. 

Crark ann MILLIGAN. 
JAMES JACKSON. 

slimes April 11, 1783. 


‘Commission oF D. Harttey, Eso. siveabatnd to the 
American Plenipotentiaries, May 19, 1783. 


" Grorce R. 

sh George the third, by the Grace of God King 
* Great Britain, France and Ireland, defender of the 
Faith, Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg, Arch treasurer 
and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, &c. 

To, all to whom these Presents shall come greeting. — 
Whereas for the perfecting and establishing the peace 
and friendship and good understanding so happily com- 
menced by the provisional articles signed at Paris the 
thirtieth day of November last, by the commissioners of us 
and our good friends the United States of America, viz. 
New Hampshire, Massachusets Bay, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three 
lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia in North America, 
and for opening, promoting and rendering perpetual the 
mutual intercourse of trade aud commerce between our 
kingdoms and the dominions of ‘the said United States, 
we have thought proper to invest some fit person with full 
powers on our part to meet wr confer with the ministers 
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of the said United: States now residing at Paris; duly 
authorized for the accomplishing of such laudable and 
salutary purposes. » Now know ye, that we reposing 
special trust and confidence in the wisdon, loyalty, dili- 
gence and circumspection of our trusty and well ‘beloved 
David Hartley, Esq.on whom we have therefore conferred 
the rank of our minister plenipotentiary, have nominated, 
‘constituted and appointed, and by these presents do 
nominate, constitute and appoint him our true, certain and 
undoubted commissioner, procurator and plenipotentiary ; : 
giving and granting to him all and all manner of faculty, 
power and authority, together with general as well as 
special order (so as the general do not derogate from the 
special, nor on. the contrary) for us and in our name, to 
- meet, confer, treat and conclude with the minister or 
ministers furnished with sufficient powers on the part of 
our said good friends the United States of America, of and 
concerning all such matters and things as may be requisite 
and necessary for accomplishing and completing the several 
ends and purposes herein before mentioned, and also for 
us and in our name to sign such treaty or treaties, conven- 
tion or conventions, or other instruments whatsoever, as 
may be agreed upon in the premises, and mutually to deliver 
and receive the same in exchange and to do and perform 
all such other acts, matters and things as may. be any ways 
proper and conducive to the purposes above mentioned, 
in as full and ample form and manner and w ‘ith, the like | 
validity and effect, as we ourself, if we were present, could 
do and perform the same : : engaging and promising, on 
our ‘royal | word, ‘that we will accept, ratify and confirm i in 
the most effectual manner all such. acts, matters and 
things, as shall be so transacted and concluded by our 
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aforesaid commissioner; procurator’ and plenipotentiary,’ 
and that we will never suffer any person to violate: the’ 
same, in the whole or in part, or to. act contrary thereto. 
In testimony and confirmation of all which, we have’ 
caused our great seal of Great Britain to be affixed to 
_ these presents signed with our royal hand. Na 

Given at our palace at St. James’s fourteenth day‘of 
May in the year,of our Lord one thousand seven hundred: 
and eighty three, and in the twenty third year of our reign. 
. I David Hartley the minister above named certify the 
foregeing to be a true copy from. my original commission; 
delivered to the, American ng ahs this ho Net of 
MPa: 3783. Lé 2 
The dieu A Criontnod adds Hanser. “ya 
; Oungei IN Noh eats May 14, 1783 read to ace left with 
the American Ministers this Twenty-First ie si 
Met 1783, by D. Hanreey, Esq. : 


dt the Court at St. Jaines’ ’s, May. 14, 1783... 
. Present, the King’s most excellent Majesty in ‘Council. 


Whereas by an act of parliament passed this 
session, intituled, “ An Act for preventing certain Instru- 
ments from being required from Ships. belonging | to ‘the 
United States of America, and to give to his Majesty, 
for a limited time, certain powers, for the better carrying 
on Trade and. Commerce between the Subjects of his 
Majesty’s Dominions and the Inhabitants of the said 
United States,” At ‘Is among other things enacted that 
during the continuance of the said act, it shall. and may 
be lawful for” his Majesty i in council, by order or orders 
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to be issued and published from time to time, to give such 
directions, and to make such regulations with ‘respect to 
duties, drawbacks or otherwise, for carrying on the trade 
and commerce between the people and territories belong-— 
ing to the crown of Great Britain, and the people and 
territories of the said’ United States, as to his. Majesty in 
council. shall appear most expedient and salutary ; any 
law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding ; 
his Majesty doth, therefore, by, and with the advice of 
his privy council, hereby order and direct, that any oil or 
any unmanufactured goods or merchandizes, being the 
erowth or production of any of the territories of the said 
United States of America, may (until further order) be 
imported directly from thence into any of the ports of 
this kingdom, either in British or American ships, by 
British. subjects, or by any of the people inhabiting in 
and. belonging to the said United States, or any of them, 
and such gocds or merchandizes, shall and may be entered 
and landed in any port in this kingdom, upon payment of 
the same duties as the like sort of goods are or may 
be subject and liable to, if imported by British subjects 
in British ships from any British island or plantation in 
America, and no other, notwithstanding such goods or 
‘merchandizes, or the ships in which the same may be 
brought; may not be accompanied with the certificates or 
other documents heretofore required by law, and it is 
hereby further ordered and directed that there shall be the 
same drawbacks, exemptions, and bounties on. merchan- 
dizes and goods ‘exported from Great Britain into’ the 
territories of the said United States of America or any of 
them; as are allowed upon the exportation of the like 
goods or merchandize, to any of the islands, plantations 
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or Colonies belonging to, the Crown of Great Britain in 
America; and it is hereby farther ordered and directed, 
that all American ships and vessels which shall have volun- 
tanily come into any port of Great Britain since. 20th of 
‘January, 1783, shall be admitted to any entry made, shall 
he entitled, together with the goods and merchandizes on 
board the same ships and vessels, to the full benefit of this 
order; and the Right Honorable the Lords Commission- 
ers of his Majesty’s Treasury and the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the admiralty, are to give the necessary direc- 
tions herein, as to them may respectively appertain.. 
| Wa. FAwKNER.: > 


Mr. Harriey’s Serra. and Propositions, left 
with the AMERICAN Ministers the 21st May, 1783.. 


A proposition having been offered by the Ame- 
rican Ministers, for the consideration of his Britannic 
Majesty’s Ministers, and of the British nation, for an entire 
and reciprocal freedom of intercourse and commerce be- 
tween Great Britain and the American. United States, 
in the followmg words, viz. ve saecgk: 

“‘ That all rivers, harbours, lakes, ports and pina be- 
longing to the United States, or any of them, shall be 
open and free to the merchants and other subjects of .the 
Crown of Great Britain, and their trading vessels, who 
shall be received, treated and protected, like the merchants 
and trading vessels of the State in which they may be, . 
and be liable to no other charges or duties. » esse 

“ And reciprocally that all rivers, harbours, lakes, ports, 
and places under the dominion of his Britannic Majesty, | 
shall be open and free to the merchant and trading vessels 
me the said United States, and of each and every of them, 
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who shall be received, treated and protected, like the 
merchants and trading vessels of Great Britain, and be 
lable to no other charges and duties, saving always to the 
chartered companies of Great, Britain, and such exclusive 
use and trade of their respective ports and establishments, 
as neither the other subjects of Great raaeoeel or apy of 
the most favoured, nation participate in.” | 
It is to be observed that this proposition implies a more 
ample participation of British commerce than the American 
States possessed even under their former connexion of de- 
pendence upon Great Britain, so as to amount to an entire 
abolition: of the British Act of Navigation with respect to 
the thirteen United States of America ; and although pro- 
ceeding on their part from the most conciliatory and liberal 
principles of amity and reciprocity, nevertheless it comes — 
from them ‘as’ newly established: States, and who, in conse- 
quence of their former condition of dependence, have never 
yet had any established system of national: commercial 
Jaws, or of commercial connexions by treaties with other 
nations, free and unembarrassed of many weighty conside- 
rations, which require the most scrupulous attention and 
investigation on the part of Great Britain, whose ancient 
system of national and commercial policy is thus suddenly 
called: upon to take a new principle for its foundation, 
and’ whose commercial engagements with other ancient 
States, may be most materially affected thereby. For the 
purpose therefore of giving sufficient time for the consi- 
deration and discussion of so important a proposition, re- 
specting the present established system of the commercial 
policy and laws of Great Britain, and their subsisting 
commercial engagements with sovereign powers, it is 
proposed that a temporary intercourse of commerce shall 
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be established between Great Britain and the American 
States, previously to the conclusion of any final and per- 
petual compact. ’' In this intervening period, as the strict 
line and measure of reciprocity from various circumstances 
cannot be absolutely and completely adhered to, it may 
be agreed that the commerce between the two countries 
shall revive, as nearly as can be upon the same footing 
and terms as formerly subsisted between them’; provided 
always, that no concession on either side in the proposed 
temporary convention, shall be argued hereafter m support 
of any future demand or claim.. In the mean time the 
proposition above stated may ‘be transmitted to: London 
requesting (with his Majesty’s:consent) that it may: we “ 
before Parliament for their consideration, 5 
It is proposed therefore, that the titan pro- 
duce of the United States should be admitted into’ Great 
Britain without any other duties (those imposed during the 
war excepted) than those to which they were formerly 
liable. And it is expected in return that the produce and 
manufactures of Great Britain should be admitted into the 
United States in like manner.) «| ian Myton neieies 
If there should appear any want. of rises in shia 
proposal, upon the grounds of asking admission for Bri- 
tish manufactures into America, while no such indulgence 
is given to American manufactures in Great Britain ;/ the 
answer is obvious, that the admission of British manufac- 
tures into America is an object of great importance, and 
equally productive of advantage to both countries; while 
on the other hand, the introduction of American manufac- 
‘tures mto Great Britain, can be of no service to either, and 
may be productive ‘of innumerable frauds, by enabling 
persons so disposed, to pass foreign European goods, 
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either prohibited, or,liable to, great duties by the British 
pie for American. manufactures, er: onitsitderes 

» With -regard,to the West | Indies, chere sd is no ichititien 
tothe most.free intercourse between them and the United 
States... "The,, only. restriction proposed to, be laid upon 
that intercourse, is prohibiting American ships.carrying to 
those colonies’ any other merchandize than the ‘produce. of 
their own) country. ' The same observation, may be made. 
upon this. restriction, as upon the former. . It is, not meant 
to, affect the interestof, the United States, but it-is. highly 
necessary, lest. foreign ships should make use, of the 
Americai) flag. to | carry on a rads with the British: West 
ladian, Aslapdsio snomsonammog olf ordied eoinolos singe 

At is .also. proposed. upon, mt een ities to: restrain 
the, _ships. that) may)trade.to,Great. Britain from, America, 
from bringing, foreign, merchandise, into Great Britain, 
the necessity. of this restriction is-likewise evident, unless" 
Great Britain meant to give up her whole navigation, act, 
‘There is.no necessity of any similar restrictions. on. the 
part. of the. American, States, those States not, hibaving as 


fe 2 ONES EES 


yet any Acts of Navigation. |... , a hl 


“Pr oposed Agreement. 


ry. at ii! f) speyeys : ta 1G — 


ae em | | mae it, is highly necessary that an intercourse 
of ata and commerce. should, be opened between the 
7 people and territories belonging;,to the. Crown of Cireat 
Britain and the people and territories of the United States 
of America. And whereas it is highly expedient that the m- 
tercourse between Great Britain and the said United States 
should be established on the most enlarged principles. of 
reciprocal benefit to both. countries ; ; but, from the dis- 
tance between Great Britain and America, it must be a 
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considerable time before any convention or treaty for 
establishing ‘and regulating ‘the ‘trade’ and” intercourse 
between Great Britain and the said United States of 
America, upon a permanent foundation, can be concluded! 

Now, ‘forthe purpose of making a temporary regulation 
of the commerce and intercourse between ‘Great Britain 
and the said United States of America, itis agreed’that — 
all citizens of the United States of America’shall be per- 
mitted to import into, and export from any part ‘of his 
Britannic Majesty's Dominions, in American ‘ships, any 
goods, wares, and merchandise, which have been’ so im- 
ported or exported by the inhabitants of the British Ame- 
rican colonies, before the commencement of thé war, upon 
payment of the same duties and ‘charges, ‘as ‘the like Sort of 
goods or merchandise arenow or may be’ subject and liable — 
to, if imported by British subjects, in British ships, from 
any British island or plantation ‘in America ; ‘and that all 
the’ subjects of his ‘Britannic’ Majesty shall’ be permitted 
to import from any part''of the territories"of the thirteen 
United’ States of America, in British ‘ships, any goods, 
wares and merchandise which might have been so imports 
ed or exported by the subjects of his Britannic Majesty, 
before the'commencement of the war, upon payment of the 
same duties and charges, as the like sort of goods, wares, 
and merchandises are now, or may be subject and liable to, 

if imported i in American ships by oe iid —, citizens of 
the United States of America. we Aue 

‘This agreement to continue in force until =. 

Provided always, that nothing contained in this agrée- 
ment shall at any time hereafter be argued on either side 
in eater OF mad future demand or net a 
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~ Mk. ‘Tamers FRANKLIN TO D. Harriry, Esq. 


Sunj hose Nive _ Paris, May 21, 1783. 

. The American ministers direct me isitheaeat 
you their compliments, and to desire to be informed, whe- 
ther the proposition you made them this evenmg is such 
as you can agree to and subscribe, without further instruc- 
tions or information from your Court? I have the honour 
to be, &c. oy WT. Franxuin. 


\ 
% 


To THE er ‘PLENIPOTENTIARY ‘OF 
~ THE UniTeD SrareEs, &c. 


Dover, Tuesday morning, 4 o'clock, 
GENTLEMEN, 10th June, 1783. - 

This moment landed,—as a boat is going 
over to Calais, the inclosed proclamation may possibly 
arrive new to you. To me it wears the aspect of one part 
of a commercial treaty. I shall not wonder should I see 
our friend D. Hartley in London this week. I purpose 
lodging there to-night.: There and every where I shall be 
as | am, your faithful however feeble aid, and obedient 

servant, bai Henry Laurens. . 


At the Court at Sr. J AMEs’s, the 6th of JunE, 1783. 


Present—the King’s most Excellent 1 “Majesty i in 
Council. ’ 


- Whereas by an Act of Parliament passed this 
Session, intituled, “ An Act for preventing certain instru- 
ments from being required from ships belonging ‘to: the 
United States of America, and to give to his Majesty, for 


a 
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a hmited time, certain powers for the. better carrying on 
trade and commerce between the subjects of his Majesty’s 
dominions ‘and the inhabitants of the said United Stat 

it is, among other things, enacted, that during the conti- 
nuance of the said Act, it shall and may “be lawful for his 
Majesty in Council, by order or orders to be: issued and 
published from time to tithe, to give’such directions and to 
make such regulations with respect to duties, drawbacks, 
or otherwise, for carrying on the trade and commerce: be- 
tween the people and territories belonging to the Crown of 
Great, Britain, and the people and territories of the said 
United States, as to his Majesty in Council shall appear 
most expedient and salutary, any law, usage, or custom, 
to the contrary notwithstandmg. His Majesty doth 
therefore, by and with the advice of his. privy Council 
hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo, 
masts, yards, and bowsprits, being the growth or produc 
tion of any of the United States of America, may (until 
further order) be imported directly from thence: into “any 
ports of this kingdom, either in British‘or American ships; 
by British subjects, or by any of the people inhabiting m, 
and belonging tothe said United States, or any of them; 
and that the articles above recited shall and may be entered 
and landed im any port of this kingdom upon payment of 
the same duties, as the same are or may be subject and 
liable to, if imported by British subjects in British ships 
from any British island or plantation in America, and no 
other, notwithstanding such pitch, tar, turpentine, indigo, 
masts, yards, and bowsprits, or the ships in which the 
same may be brought, may not be accompanied with the 
certificates or other documents heretofore required by 
‘law ; and his Majesty is hereby further pleased, by and 
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with the advice sbiniehic to order and direct that any 
tobacco, being the growth or production of any of the ter- 
ritories of the said United States of America, may like- 
wise (until further order) be imported directly from thence, 
in, manner above-mentioned, and may be landed in this” 
kingdom,. and .upon the importer. paying down in ready 
- money the duty, commonly called the Old Subsidy, such 
tobacco may be warehoused, under his Majesty’s locks, 
upon the importer’s own bond, for payment of all the 
farther duties due for such tobacco, within the time limited 
by law, according to the net weight and quantity of such 
tobacco, at the time it shall be so landed, with the same 
allowances for the payment, or such farther. duties, and 
under the like restrictions. and regulations in all other 
respects, not altered by this order, as such tobacco is and 
may be warehoused by virtue of any Act or Acts of Par- 
liament in force.—And the Right Honorable the Lords 
Commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury, and the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, are to give the necessary 
directions herein, as to them may respectively appertain. _ 
Sreru. CotTREL. 


To tue AMERICAN MINISTERS. ~ 


GENTLEMEN, nies Paris, June 14, 1783. _ 
Permit me to address the enclosed memo- 

rial to your Excellencies, and to explain to you my reasons 
for so doing. Itis because many consequences now at 
great distance, and unforeseen by us, may arise between 
our two countries, perhaps | from very minute and Inci- 
dental transactions which, in the beginning, may be i im- 
perceptible and unsuspected as to their future effects. 
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Our respective territories are in vicinity, and therefore we’ 
must be inseparable. Great Britain, with the . British: 
power in America, is the only nation with whom by abso-. 
lute necessity you must have the most intimate concerns, 
éither of friendship or hostility. All other nations are’ 
3000. miles distant. from you. You may have political 
- eontiexions’ with any of these distant nations, but with: 
regard to Great Britain it must be so. Political: inter- 
course and interests will. obtrude themselves between our 
two countries, because they are the two great powers: di- 
viding the Continent of North America. These matters 
are not to come into discussion between us now. . They 
are.of too much importance either to be involved or even: 
glanced at, in any present transaction, © 
- Let every eventual principle be kept untouched; untik 
the two nations sh all have recovered from the animosities 
of the war. Let them have a pacific mterval to corisider 
deliberately of thei’ mutual’ and combined ‘interests, and 
of their engagements with other nations. ‘ Let us notat 
the outset of a temporary convention, adopt’ the: severe 
principle of reducing every transaction between the two 
countries to the footing of exact reciprocity alone. Such 
a principle would cast a gloom upon conciliatory projects. 

America is not restrained from any conciliation with Great 
Britain, by any treaty with any other power.” ‘The princi- 
ples of conciliation would be most desirable between Great 

Britain and America; and forbearance is the road to con- 
ciliation, ‘There are all reasonable appearances of con- 
ciliatory dispositions on all sides, which may be perfected 
in time. Let us mot therefore at such a. moment ‘as this, 

and without the most. cha necessity, establish : a ‘morose 

principle between us. If it were a decided point against 
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amity and. conciliation, it would be time’ ‘ehough to talk of 
partition aiid strict reciprocity.’ »To presume'in favour of 
conciliation may help it forward; to presume against it, 
may —, that conciliation which on nae a 
taken place. — BULB Fin AIC i alitih C2 Dao ts 

“But in’ the’ sqasiene case Inverted is more than reason to 
presume conciliation. I ‘think’ myself happy that I have 
it in ‘my ‘power to ‘assure’ you. from’ authority, that it 
is the) fandamental principle’ of the - British: Councils 
to ‘establish ‘amity ‘and’ confidence between Great Bri- 
tain and the Amerivan States, ‘as’ a succedaneum for 
the ‘relation ‘in which’ they formerly ‘stood one: ‘to: the 
other. The proof of this consists’ tiot in)? words but in 
substantial facts.: His Britannic Majesty: has been gra 
eiously pleased to’ send: orders ‘to his: Commanders: in 
‘North America for the'speedy and complete evacuation — 
of all the territories of the United States. His’ Majesty © 
has given orders in Council on the’ 14th: of ‘the last 
morith; for the ‘admission of American ‘ships and cargoes 
into Great Britain ; atid’on the 6th instant he has: given 
further ‘orders, ‘permitting’ the importation from ‘America, 
of several articles; which have been usually considered: as 
manufactures. He has likewise ‘provided’ for the conve- 
niénce of American’ merchants, who. may wish to land 
tobacco in Great’ Britain for ré-exportation, upon ‘the 
same principle. Mr. Fox, the Secretary of State cor 
responding with America, has moved for and received the 
leave of the House of Commons, (nem. con.) ‘to bring in 
a Bill, that any American ‘merchants importing rice into 
‘Great Britain, may, ‘upon ‘Te-exportation, draw back the 
whole duty paid on its’ first importation. . All these. cir 
cumstances put together, undoubtedly form the most ins 

Vou. IL, 2B 


586 PRIVATE, CQRRESPONDENCE  PARTAII- 


disputable, evidence.. of the, disposition which prevails in 
the Briush Councils to give every facility to the re-esta- 
blishment of that intercourse, which must be so beneficial 
to both nations.: , etirs shuaalie mertind lignes shoes scone dares dig 
I am ordered to inform you, that his Majesty, eesiaiis 
approves _of the. plan of making.a temporary convention 
for the purpose of restormg immediate intercourse and 
commerce, and more, particularly.for the purpose of put- 
ting, off for, a, time, the decision. of that important, question 
how far the British Acts of Navigation.ought to jbe sacri- 
ficed to commercial considerations, drawn. from the, parti- 
cular circumstances of. the present: crisis; a’ question 
which will require. much deliberation and very; much en- 
quiry before it can be determined. I am sure, gentlemen, 
you will see and admit the reasonableness of our, proceed- 
ing in such a cdse with deliberation and discretion, ‘more 
especially when. these acts of prudence.do not.proceed 
from any motives of coolness or reserve towards you...In 
the mean, time the temporary, convention. may proceed, 
upon principles of real and, accommodating reciprocity. 
For instance, we agree to put you upon a more favourable 
footing than, any. other nation. , We. do. not,ask.a rigid 
teciprocity for this, because. we know .by your. present 
subsisting treaties, it is not in your power,to give it tous. 
We desire only to be put upon the footing of other na- 
tions with you, and yet we consent that you ‘shall be upon 
a better fovting with us than any other nation. 
_ ». Thus far we must, be allowed. to be, giving, prema 
more than, -reciprocity,, and. this. we do, as I .said, before, 
because we are. unwilling, to ask what, you are, unable to 
give... Surely itis not,unreasonable, nor. ‘more than. from 
principles of reciprocity we, have a right to expect, that 


2 
+a 
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you should: imitate our conduct:in' this: particulars and that 
you:should. iabstain’ from -asking things under the title of 
exact and lite?al reciprocity, which, upon the con sideration 
ef.our.cause, you must know that: we cannot give ; virtual 
and substantial reciprocity, we ‘are willing to give, literal: 
réciprocity is impossible,’ as much from: your a 
asfrom our system of navigation) 0) 6) 
‘olf we can agree upon anarticle of intercourse sic com- 
merce, in the “nature of .a temporary convention, on the 
basis | of »the: ‘memorial which J; had the ‘honor of giving 
lately to’ you, bearing date 19th ‘of May, 1783,’ no time 
need be lost in: finishing this business ; but with this expla- 
nation, that: although it is proposed that’the commerce — 
between the ‘United States and the British West’ Indies 
should beifree with regard to their respective productions, 
yetthat;.we-are not: bound to: admit the importation of 
West Indian commodities into Great Britain, in American 
vessels... Believe me, gentlemen, that this restriction does 
not: proceed. from any. invidious disposition towards the 
American States. It, is imposed by indispensable‘ pru- 
dence.and necessity upon the British ministers, who, inthe 
present-state of things, could not: be justified to their own 
country to go hastily to’a larger extent of concession. 
This point is not to be looked upon merely as:commercial, 
but jas,affecting fundamentally. the great political system 
of.British, Navigation ;° and you are to consider that the 
principle upon which the whole of our proposed tempo- 
rary,,convention is to stand, is, that the commerce between 
the .two.countries is! to: be revived, nearly upon the old’ 
footing ; but that each nation‘is to keep in its own’ hands, 
Werpewen of making. ‘such regulations: respecting naviga- 


~ Supposed to allude to his ‘Observations ‘and Propositions ‘deli- 
vered) tothe American Commissioners, the 21st May, 1783. See 
page 376. 
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tion, as'shall seem fits’! Tvassure'vyou' that’ this! point has’ 
been discussed by-’the!! ministers of the British ‘cabinety 
with infinite caridour, and witly ‘every possible disposition 
ofvaniity: and: favour: towards your! country. but the more: 
they liave‘enquired! upon thie” subjects" the ‘more they are: 
~ everborney by ‘conviction, that’ the prejudices. uponthis _ 
matter, (if that be the name these opinions’ deserve). are:so: 
strong} that sucha measure:as’a relaxation of the ‘Act of 
Navigation inthis instance never can: be'takén, but:upon 
such‘ia? full.and solemn! parliamentary enquiry: as it is im- 
possible:t.go into at this time of the year, andinithis stage 
of the Sessions. I cannot, therefore, gentlemen; help flat- 
tering: myself, that you who-are so well! acquainted with the 
difficulties. which must embarrass: an |English ‘administra- 
tion; inva business: of » this: sort, -will .rather “endeavour to’ 
Femove:them, than to increase them ;’ and I am‘sure ‘that. 
such a:planion your part would ultimately: be‘most con- 
ducive to'your own objects: When an amicable intercourse 
is‘once:sopened,' and when conciliatory confidence comes 
tortake place af those jealousies which have’ lately!sub- 
sisted, you may-easily conceive inhow different a manner 
the whole of ‘this matter’ will be considered.’ ] am con- 
-fident that this will be the:case, but if it is'‘not, the provi- 
sions being: only temporary, it will be in the power of the 
United States to take up any hostile mode of proceeding, 
by), restraints «and. Liew wai &c. whenever: -“ may 
think fit... mie: tec a Ob . tone (qe obi pag 
“i: I have. niet use above of ita prejudices: in speak- 
ingyof the principles of the: British: Act) of N avigation. 
I -hope you will accept that term from*:me, as" proceeding 
80, far, in. compliance towards: the future consideration of 
the points now between us, as to keep the question open and 


free for. discussion. lf Great Britain should, in/any: ¢ase; 
; Ve 384 
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throw, down) the ibarriers',of;lier Act, of.-Nayigation, to-, 
wards iAmerica, she, should jhe. very, jsécure, against ; the 
possible ,case of , future, enmity; or , alliance: against her. 
Such considerations) as, these, lead, to,objects, fax beyond, 
our present scope: Or -powers,;,)But L must still, add.one 
word more-upom this article. of prejudices,» Such prejue 
dices. (if they-are so) .are not, confined to Great Britain. 
By.-your Commercial):treaty with France, article: 4thy you 
are Only entitled to an European: tiade with that kingdom ; 
and not, évery by: that; treaty; to-any direct; commerce) be- 
tween | their-;West Indian Islands,and .the ‘ports: of: the 
American States, much less) to. the immediate communi- 
cation between the French Islands'and thé Dominions: of 
the: Crown of France\in Europe: } —.eie.yrvti elt wiliol 
«Every public. proceeding -in England: since. the com- 
mencenient of our. present negociation;’ for opening inter- 
course! and:.commerce between our two countries will, I 
'am sure, support me in saying that we have very liberally 
taken the lead, that, we: have not. waited:for: any: assurance 
of reciprocity, but have;given orders for:almost an univer- 
sal-admission; of, American articles before.we even ‘know 
that any vessel of Great Britain’ will find admission 
into. American ports. _ What do we. ask in return? 
‘No more thau this: that while: we, gratuitously and with- 
out. stipulation, .give advantages and favours to the ;Ame- 
rican States, which. we, deny. to’. call) other) nations, they 
would so far justify our liberal. way of proceeding, as to 
receive us in the same manner as other, nations,, which are 
foreign, and to. permit us to carry, to N orth. America 
_-whatit is, evidently. for these interest: het we should carry 
thither: , Pps) C fy SAS . BON SHO? oo ioe PO AH Paley 
si E, ‘need, hardly add, that itrs of, infinite Sate that 
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some » temporary convention ’should be ‘finished without 
loss" of time. I hope and trust we shall not find much 
more difficulty in this’ business. You must see ‘the ad¥ 
vantage of an immediate renewal of intercourse, and from 
the candour of your dispositions I am sure you ‘must ‘likes 
wise be convinced, that to give us some facility im the 
outset, is the sure road to such an equitable arrangement 
for the future, as you must have at heart. The reasons 
which 1 have given in the memorial dated the first of: June 
mnstanty: t, appear t to” me to oi cogent and a, ore 
the intercourse al once uth “every thio soil go in its 
natural road.! It is therefore of infinite consequence to 
begin that intercourse. Great! Britain, by all public.pro- 
ceedings of repeals, proclamations, &c. &c. has) ‘made the 
first advances: with warinth and: confidence, and therefore 
I conclude,: with ‘the fullest assurance, that: bene will-meet 
those advances with cordial reciprocity: ! (0% tue its 

~ [have the honor. to be, vesakasys) sith ies greatest 
respect and aap your most obedient and 
po ria servant, > ealsifor ascii! Dy Haraiby 
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_, MEMORIAL, June 1, 1783. 
Tne ‘proposition which has been made for an unis 
| versal and unlimited reciprocity of intercourse and coms 
merce between Great Britain and’ the American United 
States, requires a very serious consideration on the part of 
| Great Britain, for the reasons already stated i in a memorial 
dated “May 19, ; 1788, and for many other reasons which, 
in the future discussion of the proposition, will ppetr. 
To the American States likewise it is a matter r of the 
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deepest importance, not only as: a ‘proposition. of com- 
mercial intercourse, which is the least part, but most 
principally as a political basis and guarantee. for their 
newly established constitutions. The introduction of 
British interests’ into a communion of intercourse 
will bring forward an’ universal guarantee ‘on “the 
part of Great Britain, in ‘the future progress of political 
events, which may affect the United States of America in- 
their national capacity. The proposition is fertile. in 
future prospects to Great Britain, and America also Ai 
bes see in it a solid foundation for herself. | 
- All'circumstances are inost fortunately disposed’ between 
Great | Britain and the American States, ' to’render them 
useful friends and allies to each other, with a higher degree 
of suitableness between themselves than any other nations 
can pretend to. France cannot interchange reciprocities 
with the American States, by reason of numberless impe- 
diments 1 in her system of government, in her monopolies, 
and in her system of commerce. — France has the great 
disability-of difference in language to contend with, and 
the institution of the’ present’ French ‘manufactures has 
never at any time heretofore been trained or adapted to 
American commerce. "The only | particular and specific 
facility which’ France ever’ possessed for American inter- 
course’ has, for many’ years, been transferred’ into the 
British scale by the cession of Canada to Great Britain, 
The future commerce between France and America will 
chiefly ‘be regulated by ‘such conveniences \as' France 
can draw’to herself from America, without: much aptitude 
on the part: of France to accommodate her’ matiifactures 
and commerce to American. ‘demands. ‘Tn short; Pan inters 
change.’ of! reciprocities’ between |Franéé’ and? America 
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would run against the stream on both sides, and ‘all esta> 
blished habits, manners, language, together with princi- _ 
ples of government and ibis witiole militate. _— 
sucha system. | Werk ii@teealione yl MMe varetetarty.7) : S 

« Conformably to this reasoning it appears” shi Brit 

tits not at any,time entertained any systematical design ‘of 
forming any union or consolidation of intetests with Ame- 
rica.. She took up the American’ cause, as instrumental 
to her political views.in Europe, , America likewise ac- 
cepted the alliance ‘with. France) for her separate views, 
viz. for the establishment of sher, independence. » 'The al- 
liance therefore is completed and terminated, without 'leav- 
ing behind it any political .principle’of the future! perma- 
nent connexion between ‘them. , Occasional circumstatices 
produced a temporary alliance.» Similar circumstances 
may: on. any future o¢casion, produce a’ similar event-of a 
temporary ,.compact. ,Dissimilar  circumstancés, arising 
from, any. future! political views: of} the; court: of France:in 
Europe, may. without any. inconsistericy of principle throw 
the power,,of. that kingdom ‘into a.scale’adverse'to’ the 
future, interests of ‘the American, States. In » stich” case 
therefore, where there. cannot ‘exist any permanent ‘poli- 
tical, connexion between France,and America, cand) where 

‘the commercial attachments. can be but: feeble}.\it ~would 
be-vain to/expect in the French nationany ‘such ‘ally;/as 

newly ‘established States jought to look out: tens > to-give 

maturity and firmness to'their constitutions... 4) 

. As to Spain, every, argument, ; which. bag peat’ cadieed, 

: respecting diversity’ of Janguage,. ‘manners, | gover ‘ninent, 
10 si ne oe wae oain Berets mesa pre: which 
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not.only, incompetentto interchange: veciprocities with the 
American States, but likewise her own situation in, Ame= 
rica will at, all) times. render’ her extremely. jealous of her 
neighbours.) ‘The; only activity, which, Spain. has ; exerted 
in the war, has been'to procure,» barrier against the, Ame- 
rican States, by annexing West,Florida to, her former ac- 
quisition of, New Orleans 3 thereby embracing the mouth 
of the Mississipi, and by means of that.river.jointly with 
her landed’ possessions, establishing ja, strong and, jealous 
boundary. against. any future ‘progress. of the: Americati 
States m those parts... Spain’ therefore can cannot. be! looked 
upon by|the American States as.a/suitable. object,of their 
election to, become a, permanent, ally.and. friend 1 to,them, 
‘Portugal, likewise labors ;under, all, the, disabilities, of, lau, 
guage,, manners, monopolies, government, and. system. of 
commerce. Her; national, power , and. importance, would 
be likewise insufficient to constitute a_ strong, and.) perma: 
nent ally, to, the, American, States,. _» All these, nations, will 
‘undoubtedly .be found. ito, have, oem commodious quali, 
ties for participation, in, commeree, . ‘but, the, preeminent 
faculties, necessary,,to constitute a, firm and. permanent 
‘ally to. the American , States will ‘be. found , deficient - Wm 
Ahem, Sanmsirogeri stiniiae lg, Nod Suid chino aaagnasn 
»,,As to the Italian, States;,.or. any other. powers in. the 
Mediterranean, they, are, certainly; not adequate, to. any 
competition .of ‘political alliance, with the, rising. States, .of 
America... ‘They. will. also,,form, very, commodious links 
and connexions in the, general circuit /of | commerce, but 
‘beyond these considerations they have, no share in the pre- 
sent question,..,, The, several States of the Germanic,.body 
are in the same, pre dicament,,.......: Deo wes way xt gabe) 
») Asito.the Northern, powers, viz. those in the. Baltic, 
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they ‘are’ not favored either by vicinity or climate,’ for’ a 
frequent’ or facile intercourse of commerce with America. 
And even "respecting several material articles of com- 
merce, jealousies and ‘competitions might arise, As’ to 
political alliances, there “aré no such in prospect from: 
them to the American States, even if there were any su- 
perfluity of force in any of them, beyond the necessities of 
theit respective domestic situations. The extre emé dis- 
tance would be conclusive against any po ossible ‘applica: 
tion of such power as a political alliance favorable to’ ic 
establishment and confirmation of the American States. |” 
~The: only ‘maritime State on’ the continent of Europe’ 
remaining to be discussed ‘as ‘a. conipetent ‘candidate’ for 
commerce or ‘connexion’ with ‘America, “is the’ republic. of 
the’ United” Netherlands, ‘eonimonly ‘called Holland: Ta 
respect'to American’ ‘commerce, the Di itch have among 
themsélves’ every’ ‘facility’ « combined, | which the’ ‘separate 
States of Europe possess distinctively in their’ own" ‘con= 
certis, or nearly. Their industry, frugality, ‘and’h habits of 
commerce! may even carty them so far as’ to ‘maké” them 
rivals to the Americans themselves,’ in the traiisportatio ion 
of European merchandise to America. These faculties of 
commerce would have been of infinite importance to the | 
Americai States, if the war had ‘continued betwéen’ ‘Great’ 
Britain and them. But upon the event of peace it be- 
comes a matter of the most'/perfect indifferencé to Ame- 
rica, whether each’ European‘ ‘State’ navigates ‘its own 
coinmerce into'the\ports of América, which will beopen to 
all, or whether the commercial faculties of Holland enable 
her'to‘exeeed in rivalship her | ‘Ruropean neighboiirs, | ‘and 
thereby to navigate European godds’ to “Aimerica beyond 
the proportion of her natiénal shafe.” "The facdlties’ of 
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a nation of'carriers may be fortunate for the marine of 
that nation} but considered ' in themselves, and with Tess 
_ pect to'other nations, they are but) secondaries’ in’ com- 
merce. 'T hey give no ground of reciprocities, or ‘partici- 
pation.“ That’ one nation’ should say to another; You 
shall wavigate’ all our rivers, harbours, lakes, “ports; and 
places, ‘if we may do the same in yours, is'a proposition 
of reciprocity, but that Holland should. say to America; 
We wilbbring European: goods to you, or you may’ ‘be your 
own carriers, is neither concession nor reciprocity. ‘Hol 
land is not a nation of rivers, harbours, lakes, ports} ‘and 
places, for the distribution of goods and manufactures: for 
internal consumption, and therefure her reciprocities: must 
be very scanty. Holland is*the|market place of Europe; | 
and the Dutch’seamen are the carriers appertaining to that 
marketplace.) The'admission of American’ ships to’ that 
market place, freely to import and to export, is undoubt: 
‘edly anactof reciprocity on the “part of Holland,'as far 
ag iit goes, ‘but i ‘im no degree’ adequate to the unlimited ‘pars 
ticipation” of American coinmerce, throughout’ all the 
rivers; ‘harbours, lakes, ports, and places of that vast cont 
tinent.'The‘commercial feciprocities of Holland there- 
fore being inferior on her’ part towards America, thé 
next point of ‘view, in which Holland is to be considered, 
as relevant to this question, is as a nation of power, eapa- 
ble 6f becoming: an effectual and permanent ally and gua- 
ranteé’ to ‘the’ American Statés ; for that is the great ob- 
ject, which América, as a Wise nation, recently arisen into 
independence, ought to keep in view. Holland has cer- 
tainly been a nation of great and celebrated naval force. 
She remains so! still, but having for many years suspended 
her’ exertions of force, and having directed the faculties! of 


~ 
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her people into the;commercial line, she seems stot tojhave. 
any superfluity of force beyond the necessity:.of wproviding, 
for her,own security, and certainly no such:redundance. of 
power as to extend;to the’ protection. of .distant! nations; as: 
allies, or guarantees. » At Pai, RS the whole, 
of this argument, that. Holland,,, although. ay;commercial 
nation, cannot. even inter change, commercial oBeciprocities 
with, America, upon an. equal footing; and that;her, facul- 
ties of force are inadequate to those which America; ought 
to.expect in! the. permanent). allies. and, guarantees of, cher. 
eountryiis 2odel atin cioviv Bo atoten @ comet: bint 

yo Bhe;; sso ok the MOE States -being.es- 
tablished, their first consideration, ought; to,be;:: toydeter- 
mine: with. what, friendships ‘and alliances they ;will enter 
into the new, world, of, ations. y» They. will look. round. 
them, and cast. about ‘for, some natural permanent and 
powerful ally,: with whom ; they may | interchange alk:.ce- 
menting reciprocities, both; ,commercial and} ‘political. if 
such anjally be to be found any. where.  calieameaia al 
in Great Britain; at. least, itis certain, that,, in, Jooking 
round Europe, no. other 3 is.to be found, There, is 1 nouln+ 
herent impossibility to prevent such. a), conngsion afrom 
taking place, it must depend upon the. free) will.andy com 
mon interest of the parties. ‘There are all possible. facul- 
ties on both. sides to give and to. receive all, adeqnate,and 
beneficial reciprocities, whichj,are practicable,,. andy more 
likely. to be permanent between. independent , patties, 
than between two parties , of which one is, dependent, on 
the: other. Great Britain, Is nudanbtedly the: frat: of 
ia i i Ht xo Hata ceca kion eee 
export, together with civil liberty, which is the seurce of 
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all, and’ naval power, which is the’ support: of vall, ©The 
dominions appertaining to’ the crown of Great! Britain are: 
large and fertile, its colonies still extensive’ and in: close 
vicinity’ ‘to the American States; Great Britain being an 
American’ as well’ as'an European’ power, and-all. her'em- 
pire connected by her naval‘force. 0 9 8 elooesparrone 
“The territories of the: Slit veilebiibed de Ate 

lantic'Ocean to: the: ‘Mississippi, contain an inexhaustible. 
source of riches; industry, and future power. © These’ will 
be the foundation of great events inthe new’ page of life. 
Infinite’ good or infinite evil may arise according to: the! 
principles upon which the intercourse between Great’ Bri-’ 
tain and America shall be arranged in its foundation): Great 
Britain and America must be still inseparable, ‘either: as’ 
friends or foes.’ ‘This is an ‘awful and important: truth/ 
These are considerations not to be thought of slightly, not’ 
to be’ prejudged in passion, nor’the arrangements. of them 
to be hastily foreclosed.” Time’given’ for consideration’ 
may have excellent effects: on both sides.. The pause of 
peace, with friendly intercourse, returning affection’ and 
_ dispassionate ‘inquiry, can’ alone decide ‘these important 
events, or do justice: to the anxious’ cupentntions ‘of beitad 
Britain and Ameritai!}d ob Jd gie) eon bel saepumneer 
HH Pople Te eee Hee. 2 y St Buvrpaae ah ene 
Henry Citas, Esg..To THE. Aas wie Munis+ 
, TERS, PLENIPOTENTIARY. | if 


Sie a A 
Gaxruemes, ipl addbib a er se sae 1783s ; 
‘I had the edwin addressing you the’! Oth) 

immediately after my landing at Dover. As early as ‘pos. 
sible after my arrival shere, I obtained ‘an interview with 
Mr. Secretary Fox, who was pleased to read to me part 
of his latest dispatches to Mr. Hartley, which he supposed 
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would reach, Paris on the 14th; ’tis probable therefore. 
that before this time, as much of the contents as, is. pro-. 
per for:your knowledge has been. communicated.) 
» Reciprocity” since the 10th of April has estar 
@ certain degree. of refinement 3 the. definition. of that 
term appears now to be possession of. advantages, on one 
side, and restrictions on the other... The. Navigation 
Act is the vital of Great Britain “ too delicate to bear a; 
touch.” . The sudden and unexpected, perhaps, illicit ‘ar- 
rival of ships and cargoes from America, may have caused 
this change of tone. But you, have heard in detail. and 
are more competent to judge. " cf cal i 
From a desire of forming an opinion, T pera Mr, Fox, 
whether he thought I might venture for a few days to 
take the benefit of Bath, and yet be time enough at Paris 
for the intended dommlenciol agreement ? He replied, ¢ I 
rather think you may.” One need not be a conjurer to 
draw an inference : you will either have finished the busi- 
ness before I could travel to Paris, or without being. 

missed there, I may go to Bath and repair my nerves, : 
In this state of uncertainty, when ’tis easy to perceive 
affections are not as we could wish them, nor quite so, 
warm as we had been taught to believe, it would not be 
wise to commit the United States, wherefore I shall rest 
the business till I hear from you, or until a more favora- 
ble prospect, flattering myself with hopes of your sur- 
mounting the late seeming difficulties; an inconveni- 
ence on your side is preferable to the hazard of a dis- 
grace. | : pote, | 

I am with great regard and respect, &c. 
H. Laurens: 


fo ha 


PART Il. | OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. | 399 


35° (9M 


HENR y Laurens, Eso. ° TO. THE Amenicay Minis. 


| yay Teas. © SU 
“Genrizmen, Avi , si © London, June 20, 1785, 
pes cheval ara. pi pr refer to what I had. tke 


honor of, pa to you. the 17th. You will recollect ; my 
suggestions, as soon as. we perceived, the falling off froma 
those warm assurances which had been pressed. in March 
and April—they were not ill founded ; I delayed a week in 
hopes of intelligence and. left you . with reluctance ;, the 
temper. of the times forbids even an essay. What a het 
country is this, where every thing per taining to the public, 
is.rendered to them in public newspapers; see the en- 
closed, containing nearly as accurate an account of cer- 
tain recent occurrences, as if it had been penned by. one of 
the parties. It might indeed have been made a. little 
stronger. . Modest men are ‘sometimes restrained from at- 
tempting a public good, from, a dread of the. effects. of 
envy, of being. held up in an invidious light. - It would be 
cruel to disturb them. . I haye learned nothing. from. Ame- 
rica, save what you. may have read i In the prints, . a mor- 
row. I shall proceed to Bath and be waiting for intelligence 
as well f from yourselves as from Congress. Some conso- 
lation arises from reflecting that while I am endeavouring 
to. mend my health, you suffer no inconvenience from my 
absence. . With sincere regard and respect, 1 have the 
honor to be, . 
Gentlemen, your obedient and most ‘humble presi 
Henry. LAURENS. | 


ee Hartley's Sit Propositions. 


1. ‘That eres belonging to persons of any i ak 
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which have not actually been: sold, pall. be erate to the 
old} ddstessbis without. price, / Pe ‘Ai 

2. That an equal and free participation of the different 
carrying places, aid the navigation of all the lakes and 
rivers of that’ country, through | which the water line of 
division passes: between ‘Canada| and’ the’ ‘United States, 
shall be ii al and 2 gl ai both asf 
ties. 

3. That in al duck pra within’ the boundaries | ase 
ina senerally to the ‘American States; a8 are adjoining 
to the water line of division, and which are’ not specifically 
under the dominion of any one State, all’ persons at pre- 
sent resident, or having possessions ‘or ‘occupations: as 
merchants or otherwise, may remain’ mn ‘peaceable enjoy- 
ment of all civil aad and i in head ‘of aa egpeeeine 
occupations. Qe eae Pere emee 4) 

4.'That in all such places ‘aijjoining t6 bel. wah line 
of division, as may be under the specific. dominion of any 
particular State,’ all persons ‘at present ‘resident or having 
possessions or occupations © as ‘merchatits or otherwise, 
may remain in the peaceable enjoyment of all civil rights, 
and in pursuit of their occupations, until they shall 3 receive 
‘notice of removal frum the state to which any such place 
may appertain, and that upon any such notice of removal, 
a term of three years shall be allowed: for! selling or with- 
drawi ing theirvaluable. effects; and for settling their affairs. 

5. That his Britannic Majesty’s forces not exceeding . tye 
in number may continue in the ports now occupied by 
them contiguous to the water line, for the term. of . three 
years, for the purpose of securing the lives,, property. and 
peace of any persons settled in that country, against the 
invasion | or ravages of the: neighbouring: Indian nations who 


‘ 
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may be suspected of retaining resentments im consequence 
of the late war. 

6. That no tax or impost whatsoever shall be laid on 
any articles of commerce passing or repassing through the 
country, but that the trade may be left entirely. open for 
the benefit of all parties interested therein: 


An swers TO Mr. Hartuey’s six Propositions for the 
definitive Treaty. 


To the 1st. This matter has been already regulated in the 
5th and 6th articles of the provisional treaty to the utmost 
extent of our powers : the rest must be left to the several 
States. | 

2. All the Lakes, Rivers and waters divided Bi the 
boundary line or lines, between the United States and 
his Britannic Majesty’s territories, shall be freely used and 
navigated by both parties during the whole extent of such 
division. Regulations concerning roads, carrying places 
and any land communications between said waters, whether 
within the line of the United States or that of his Majesty, 
together with the navigation of all'waters and rivers in 
America belonging to either party, may be made in a 
negociation of a treaty of commerce. | 

_ 3. That in all places belonging to the United States in 
thier country, adjoming to the water line of division, and 
which during the war were in bis Majesty’s possession, all 
persons at present resident, or having possessions or 
occupations, as merchants or otherwise, may remain in the 
peaceable enjoyment of all civil rights, and in pursuit of — 
their’ occupations until they shall receive notice of removal 
frotii Congress, or the state to which any such place may 

Vou. II. 2C 
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appertain, and that upon any such notice of removal, a: 
term of two years shall be allowed for selling or withdraw-, 
ng their effects and for settling their affairs. 

4. That his Britannic Majesty’s forces not» ixcoaling 
vy 0400.4 8) I number, may: continue in the posts: 
now sacwpied by them, contiguous to the water line, until 
Congress shall give notice to evacuate the said posts; and. 
garrisons of their own shall arrive at said posts for the 
purpose of securing the lives, proper ty and peace of any 
persons settled in that country, against the invasion or 
ravages of the neighbouring Indian nations, who may be 
suspected of retaining resentments in consequence of the. 
late ware.) ' nore eget dome Rati Re 

$:'"The susileniien of ehis proposition may be left to. 
ig treaty of commerce: : 


To lebih sine so Esg. 


piclaisbins el bi ok stints cari Gesake dulnd 6, 1783. ‘ 
- We have been honoured with several of your 
letters, and we have talked of writing to you, but it has 
been delayed. I will therefore write a few lines in my 
private capacity. . 
Our negociations go on slowly, every peaches being 
sent to England, and answers not returning very speedily. 
Captain Barney arrived here last Wednesday, and 
brought dispatches for us as late as the first of Juney 
The preliminary articles are ratified. But General Carle- 
ton, in violation of those articles, has sent away a great. 
number of negroes, alledging that freedom having been: 
promised them by a proclamation, the honour of the nation 
_ wasi concerned, &c. Probably another reason may be,. 
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that if they had been Testored to their masters, Britain 
could not ave hoped any thing from such atiothier Liege 
mation hereafter. 

Mr. Hartley ela sien to tell us, that he had 
received a letter from Mr. Fox, assuring him that our 
Suspicions of affected delays or change of system on their 
side were groundless ; and that they were sincerely desi- 
rous to finish as soon as possible. If this be so, and your 
health will permit the journey, [ could wish your return 
as soon as possible. I want you here on many accounts, 
and should be glad of your assistance in considering and 
auswéring our public letters. There are matters in them 
of which I cannot conveniently give you an account at 
presént.. 

Nothing could be more seasonable than success in 
the project you proposed, but we ‘have now very little 
&x péctation. ; 

Please to give my pee! to your valuable and amiable 
son and daughter, and believe me with sincere esteem, &c. 

B: FRAN KLIN. 


a 


From tar American MIntstTERs, To D. Hanr- 
| LEY, Esq. is ‘ 
Gaitgh 0g, Aree ci (Rasp Dlg di A7sss. 


We have the honour to mform you that we have 
just received from Congress their ratification in due form, 
of the provisional articles of the 30th Nov. 1782, and we 
are ready to exchange ratifications with his— Britatiate 
Majesty’s ministers as soon as may be. - . 

By the same atticles it is stipulated, that his Britannic 
Majesty shall with all convenient speed, atid without. 
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causing any destruction or carrying away any negroes or 
other property of the American inhabitants, withdraw all 
his armies, garrisons and fleets from the United States, 
and from every post, place and harbour within the same. 
But by intelligence lately received from America, and by 
the enclosed copies of letters and conferences between 
General Washington and Sir Guy Carleton, it appears 
that a considerable number of negroes. belonging. to the 
citizens of the United States, have been carried off from 
New York, contrary to the express stipulation contained 
in the said article... We have received from Congress their 
instructions to represent this matter to you, and to request 
that speedy and effectual measures be taken to render that 
justice to the parties interested, which the true intent and 
meaning of the article in question plainly dictates. . 
We are also instructed to represent to you, that many 
of the British debtors in America have in the course of 
the war sustained such considerable and heavy losses by 
the operation of the British arms in that country, that a 
great. number of them have been rendered. incapable of 
immediately satisfying those debts. We refer it to the 
justice and equity of Great Britain, so far to amend the 
article on that subject, as that no execution shall be issued 
on a judgment to be obtained in any such case, but after 
the expiration of three years from the date of the definitive 
treaty of peace. Congress also think it reasonable that 
such part of the interest which may have accrued on such 
debts during the war shall not be payable, because all: 
“intercourse between the two countries, had, during that 
period, become impracticable as well as improper; it 
does not appear just that mdividuals in America: should 
pay for delays in payment which were occasioned by the 
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civil and military measures of Great Britain. In’ our 
opinion the interest of the creditors as well as the debtors, 
requires that some tenderness be shewn to the latter, and 
that they should be allowed a little time to acquire the 
means of discharging debts, which in many instances 
exceed the whole amount of their property. 

As it is necessary to ascertain an epocha for the restitu- 
tions and evacuations to be made, we propose that it be 
agreed, that his Britannic Majesty shall cause to be 
evacuated the posts of New York, Penobscot and their 
dependencies, with all other posts and places in possession 
of his Majesty’s arms, within the United States, in the 
space of three months after the signature of the definitive 
treaty, or sooner if possible, excepting those posts conti- 
guous to the water line mentioned in the 4th proposition, 
and those shall be evacuated, when Congress shall give 
the notice therein mentioned. 

' We do ourselves the honour of making these communi- 
cations to you, Sir, that you may transmit them and the 
papers-accompanying them to your court, and inform us 
of their answer. : 
| We have the honour to be, Sir, your most esgomac and 


most humble servants. 
JOHN tie 


B. FRANKLIN. 
JOHN JAy. 


: . ms NS Parinensnn Esq. 
Sir, , ; July, 1783. 
| We have had the honour of receiving by Captain 
Baniey your two letters of the 25th of March and 2]Ist 


of April, with the papers referred to in them. 
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_ We are happy to find that the provisional articles have 
been approved and ratified by Congress, and we regret 
that the manner in which that business was conducted, 
does not coincide with your ideas of propriety. We are 
persuaded however ‘that this is principally owing to your 
being necessarily unacquainted with a number of circum- 
stances, known to us who were on the spot, and which 
will be particularly explained to you hereafter, and we 
trust to your satisfaction, and that of the Congress. — 

. Your doubts respecting the separate article we think are 
capable of being removed, but as a full statement of the 
reasons and circumstances which prompted that measure 
would be very prolix, we shall content ourselves wits 
giving you the general outlines. 

Mr. Oswald was desirous to cover as much icf the 
eastern shores of the Mississippi with British claims as 
possible, and for this purpose we were told a great deal 
about the ancient bounds of Canada and Louisiana, &c. 
&ic. &e. the British court who had probably not yet 
adopted the idea of relinquishing the Floridas, seemed 
desirous of annexing as much territory to them as possible, 
even up to the mouth of the Ohio. Mr. Oswald adhered 
strongly to that object, as well to render the British 
countries there of sufficient extent to be (as he expressed 
it) worth keeping and protecting; as to afford a convenient 
retreat to the Tories, for whom it would be difficult 
otherwise to provide. And among other arguments he 
finally urged his. being willing to yield to our demands to 
the east, north and west, as a further reason for our gratify- 
ing him on the point in question. He also produced the 
commission of Governor Johnson extending the bounds 
of his government of W. Florida up to the river Yassous 


~ 
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and contended for that extent as.a matter of nght upon 
various principles; which however we did not admit; the 
king not being authorized in our opinion to extend. or 
contract the bounds of the colonies at pleasure. 

_ We were of opinion that the country in contest was of 
great value, both on account of its natural fertility and of 
its position ; it being in our opinion the interest of America 
to extend as far down towards the mouth of the Mississippi 
as she possibly could, We also thought it advisable to 
impress Britain with a.strong sense of the importance of 
the navigation of that river, to their future commerce on 
-the interior waters from the mouth of the St. Laurence to 
that of the Mississippi; and thereby render that court 
averse to any stipulations with Spain to relmquish it. 
‘These two objects militated against each other ; because 
to enhance the value of the navigation was also to enhance 
the value of the countries contiguous to it, and thereby 
disincline Britain to the dereliction of them. We thought 
therefore that the surest way to reconcile and obtain both 
‘objects would be by a composition beneficial to both 
parties. We therefore proposed that Britain should with- 
draw her pretensions.to all the country above the Yassous; 
and that we would cede all below it to her in case: she 
should have the Floridas at the end of the war; and at all 
events that she should have a right to navigate the river 
throughout its whole extent. This. proposition was 
accepted, and we agreed to insert the contingent part of 
itina separate article, for the express purpose of keeping 
it secret for the present. ‘That article ought not therefore 
to be considered as a mere matter of favour to Britain, 
. but as the result of a bargain in which that article was a 
‘quid pro quo.” ik : be 
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It was in our opinion both necessary and justifiable to 
keep this article secret. ‘The negociations between Spain, 
France and Britain were then in full vigor, and embarrassed 
by a variety of clashing demands, The. publication of 
this. article would have irritated Spain, and retarded, if 
not have prevented, her coming to an agreement with 
Britain, 

Had we mentioned it to the French minister, he must 
have not only informed Spain of it, but also been obliged 
to act a part respecting it that would probably have been — 
disagreeable to America; and he certainly has reason to 
rejoice that our.silence saved him that delicate snes disagree- 
able task. | . 

This. was, an_ ahd in which France had not the 
smallest interest, nor is: there any thing in her treaty with 
us, that restrains us from making what bargain we pleased 
with Britain about those or any other lands,’ without 
rendering account of such transaction to her or any other 
power whatever. ‘The same ébservation ‘applies with 
still greater force to Spain, and neither justice nor honor 
forbid us to dispose as we pleased of our own lands, 
without her knowledge or consent. Spain at thatvery 
time extended her pretensions and claims of dominion not 
only over the tract in question, but over the vast region 
lying between the Floridas and Lake Superior; and this 
court was also at that very time soothing and nursing of 
those pretensions by a proposed conciliatory line for 
splitting the difference. Suppose therefore we had offered 
this tract to Spam in case she retained the Floridas, 
should we even have had thanks for it? or would it have 
abated the chagrin she experienced from being disap- 
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pointed in her extravagant and) improper ies on that 
whole country ?——we think not. | 

We perfectly concur with you in sentiment, Sir, “ that 
honesty is the best policy,” but until it be shewn that we- | 
have trespassed on the rights of any man or body of men, 
you must excuse our thinking that this eta as hee 
to our proceedings, was unnecessary, 

Should any explanations either with France or Spain 
become necessary on this subject; we hope and expect to 
meet with no embarrassments. We shall neither amuse 
them nor. perplex ourselves with ostensible and flimsy ex- 
cuses, but tell them plainly that as it was not our duty to 
give them the information ; we considered ourselves at liberty 
to withold it; and we shall remind the French minister 
that he has more reason to be pleased than displeased with 
our silence. Since we have assumed a place in the political 
system of the world, let us move like a primary and not 
like-asecondary planet, 

We are persuaded, Sir, that your remarks on these 
subjects resulted from real opinion, and were made with 
candor and sincerity. ‘The best men will view objects of 
this-kind in different lights even when standing on the 
same ground, and it is not to be wondered at that we who 
are on the spot and have the whole transaction under our 
eyes should see many parts of it ina stronger point of light, 
than persons at a distance, who can only view it through 
the dull medium of representation, 

It would give us great pain if any thing we have written 
or now write respecting this court, should be construed to 
impeach the friendship of the king and nation for us. 
We also believe that the minister is so far our friend, and 
is disposed so far to do us good offiees as may. correspond 
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with and. be dictated by his system of policy for promo- 
ting the power, riches and glory of France. God forbid 
that we should ever sacrifice our faith, our gratitude or 
our honour to any Considerations of convenience; and 
may he also forbid that'we should ever be unmindful of 
‘the dignity and independent | spirit which should always 
characterise a free and generous people. 
We shall immediately propose an article to: be inserted 
in the definitive treaty for postponing the payment of 
British debts for the time mentioned by Congress.’ 
There are no doubt certain ambiguities in’ our articles, 
but it is not to be wondered at when itis considered how 
exceedingly averse Britain was to expressions which 
explicitly wounded the ‘Tories; and how disinclined we 
were to use any that should amount: to absolute Hiden 
tions in their favour. | Pie 9M | 
‘The words for restoring ‘the property of yell | British 
subjects, were well understood and explained: between us 
not to mean or comprehend American refugees.) Mr. 
Oswald and Mr. Fitzherbert know this to have been the 
case, and will readily confess and admit it. ‘This mode of 
expression was preferréd by them as a more delicate mode 
of excluding those refugées, and of making a proper 
distinction between them and the subjects of Britain whose 
only particular interest in America consisted 1 m 1 holding 
lands or property there, - Fis ie eal . 
- The 6th article, viz. where it decbines that no future 
confiscations shall be made, &c. ought to ‘have fixed the 
time with greater accuracy. We think the’ most fair and 
true construction is, that it relates to the date of the 
cessation of hostilities: That is the time when peace in 
fact took place, in consequence of prior unformal though 
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binding contracts to terminate the war. We consider the 
definitive treaties as only giving the dress of form to those 
contracts and not’ as constituting the obligation of them. 
Had the cessation of hostilities been the effect of a truce, 
and consequently not more than a temporary suspension 
of war, another construction would have been the true 
one. ia | 
We are officially assured by Mr. Hartley that positive 
orders for the evacuation of New York have been 
dispatched, and that no avoidable delay will retard. that 
event. Had we proposed to fix a time for it, the British 
commissioner would have contended that it should be a 
time posterior to the date of the definitive treaty, and that 
would have been probably more disadvantageous to us 
than as that article now. stands. fi 

We are surprized to hear that any doubts have arisen 
in America respecting the time when the cessation of 
hostilities took place there. It most. certainly took place 
at the expiration of one month after the date of that 
declaration in all parts of the world, whether land or sea, 
that lay north of the latitude of the Canaries. | 

The ships” afterwards taken from us -in the “more 
northerly latitudes ought to be reclaimed and given up. 
We shall apply to Mr. Hartley on this subject, and also 
on that of the transportation of negroes from New York, 
contrary to the words and intention of the provisional 
articles. We have the honor to be, &e. 
J. ADaMs, 
B. FRANKLIN, 
J. Jay. 
H. Laurens, 


- 
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Exrnacr OFA LerTer TO R. R. Livineston, Eso. 


Passy, July 22, 1783. 

. | « You have complained sometimes with reason 

of not hearing often from your. foreign ministers ; we have 
had cause to, make the. same. complaints ; six full months 
having inter vened between the latest date of your preced- 
ing letters and the receipt of those per Captain Barney. 
During all this time we were ignorant of the reception of 
the provisional treaty, and the sentiments of Congress 
upon it, which if we had received sooner might have for- 
warded the proceedings on the definitive. treaty, and 
perhaps brought it to a conclusion at a time more favour- 
able than the present. But these occasional interruptions 
of correspondence are the inevitable consequences of a 
state of war, and of such remote situations, | : 

_ Barney had a short passage, and arrived some days 
before Colonel Ogden, who also brought dispatches from 
you; all of which are come safe tohand, 

We the Commissioners, have in our joint capacity written 
a letter to you, which. you will receive with this.” I shall 
now answer yours of March 26, May 9, and May 31, 

It gave me great pleasure to learn by the first, that the 
news of the peace diffused general satisfaction. I will nat 
now take upon me to Justify 1 the apparent reserve respect- 
ing this Court at the signature, which you disapprove. 
We have touched upon it in our general letter. I do not 
see, however, that they have much reason to complain of 
that transaction, Nothing was stipulated to their pre- 
judice, and none of the stipulations were to have force 


* See the preceding letter, p. 405. 
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but by a subsequent act of their own. I suppose, indeed, 
that they have not complained of it, or you would have 
sent me a copy of the complaint, that we might have — 
answered it. I long since satisfied Count de Vergennes 
about it here. We did what appeared to all of us best at 
the time, and if we have done wrong, the Congress will 
do right, after hearing us, to censure us. Their nomina- 
tion of five persons to the service, seems to mark that 
they had some dependence on our joint judgment, since 
one alone could have made a treaty by direction of the 
French ministry as well as twenty. I will only add, that 
with respect to myself, neither the letter from Mr. Mar- 
bois,* handed to us through the British negociators, (a 
suspicious channel) nor the conversations respecting the 
fishery, the boundaries, the royalists, &c. recommending 
moderation in our demands, are of weight sufficient in my 
mind, to fix an opinion that this court wished to restrain 
us in obtaining any degree of advantage we could prevail 
on our enemies to accord; since those . discourses are 
fairly resolvable by supposing a very natural appre- 
hension, that we relying too much on the ability of 
France to continue the war in our favour, and supply 
us constantly with money, might insist on more advau- 
tages than the English would be willing to grant, 
and thereby lose the opportunity of making peace, so 
necessary to all our friends. | : 

When the commercial article mentioned in yours of the 
26th was struck out of our proposed preliminaries, by the 
then British ministry, the reason given was that sundry 
aets of parliament still in force were against it, and must 


See p. $24 of this volume. 
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be first repealed, which I believe was actually their mten- 


tion, and sundry bills were accordingly brought in for that 


purpose. But new ministers with different principles 
succeeding, a commercial proclamation totally different 
from those bills has lately aj:peared. I send enclosed a 
copy of it... We shall try what can be done in the defini- 
tive treaty, towards setting aside that proclamation; but if 
it should be persisted in, it will then be a matter worthy 
the attentive discussion of Congress, whether it will bé 
most prudent to retort, with a similar regulation, in order 
to force its repeal, which may possibly tend to bring on 
another quarrel, or to let it pass without notice, and leavé 
it to its own imconveniencé or rather impracticability in 
the execution, and to the complaints of the ‘West India 
planters, who must all pay much dearer for our producé 
under those restrictions. I am not enough master of thé 


course of our commerce, to give an opinion on this par- 
ticular question; and it does not behove me to do it; yet 


I havé seen so much embarrassment and so little advai- 
tagé in all the restraining and ‘compulsive systems, that I 


feel myself strongly inclined to believe that a State, which 


leaves all her ports open to all the world upon equal 
tevins, will by that méans have foreign commodities 
cheaper, and sell its own productions dearer, and be on 
the whole most prosperous. T have heard some merchants 
say, that there is ten per cent. difference between Will 
you buy? and Will you sell? When foreigners bring us 


/ 


their goods, they want to part with them speedily, that 


they may purchase their cargoes and dispatch their ships, 
which are at constant charges im our ports. We have 


* See page 381 of this vol. 
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then the advantage of their, Will you buy ? and wien they 
demand our produce, we have the advantage of their, 
Will you sell? and the concurriig demands of a number 
also contribute to raise our prices. ‘Thus both these 
questions are in our favour at home; against us abroad. 
The employing, however, of our own ships, and raising a 
breed of seamen among us, though it should not be a matter 
of so much: private profit as some imagitie, is nevertheless 
of political importance, ae must havé weight in consider- 
ing this subject. | on 

The judgment you make of the conduct of France 
in the peace, and the greater glory acquired by her mode- 
ration than even by her arms, appears to me perfectly 
just. The character of this Court and nation seems of 
late years to be considerably changed. The ideas of 
agerandizement by conquest, are out of fashion; and those 
of commerce are more enlightened, and more generous 
than heretofore. We shall soon, | believe, feel something 
of this, im our being admitted to greater freedom of trade 
with the Islands. The wise here think France great 
enough, and its ambition at present seems to be only that 
of justice and magnanimity towards other ie ith 
and utility to itv allies, = = 8 8  - 

I have received no answer yet from Congress to my 
request of being dismissed from this service. "They should 
methinks reflect, that if they continue me here, the faults 
I may henceforth commit through the infirmities of age 

will be rather theirs than mine. 

fam glad my JouRNAL* afforded you any apidlues [ 

~ will, as you desire, endeavour to continue it. , 


© See page 132 to 246 of this vol. 
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I am softy to find that you have thoughts of quitting the 
service. I do not think your. place can be easily well 
supplied. You mention that an entire new arrangement 
with respect to foreign affairs is under consideration: [ 
wish to know whether any notice is likely to be taken in 
it of my grandson. He has now gone through an appren- 
ticeship of near seven years in the ministerial business, 
and is very capable of serving the States in that line, as 
possessing all the requisites of knowledge, zeal, activity, 
language, and address. He is liked here, and Count de 
Vergennes has expressed to me in warm terms his very 
good opinion of him. The late Swedish ambassador 
Count de Creutz, who is gone home to be prime minister, 
desired I would endeavour to procure his being sent to 
Sweden with a public character, assuring me that he 
should be glad to receive him there as our minister, and 
that he knew it would be pleasing to the King. The 
present Swedish ambassador‘ has also proposed the same 
thing to me, as you will see by a letter of his which I 
evclose. One of the Danish ministers, M. Waltersdorff, 
(who will probably be sent in a public character to Con- 
gress) has also expressed his wish that my grandson may 
be sent to Denmark. But it is not my custom to solicit 
employments for myself or any of my family, and I shall 
not do it in this case. I only hope that if he is not to be 
employed in your new arrangement, | may be informed 
of it as soon as possible, that while I have strength left 
for it, | may accompany him in a tour to Italy, returning 


through Germany, which I think he may make to more , 


adyantage with me than alone, and which I have long 


* Baron de Staal, 


ge 


. may 
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promised: to word bie as a ereiibrd for his faithful 
service, and his tender filial attachment to me." 7 
Our people who were prisoners in Sibi? are ‘now all 
discharged. Durmg the whole war, those who were in 
Forton prison near Portsmouth, were much befriended by 
the constant charitable care of Mr. Wren, a Presbyterian 
minister there; who spared no pains to assist them in 
their sickness and distress, by procuring and distributing 
among them the contributions of good Christians, and 
prudently dispensing the allowance I made them, which 
gave hima deal of trouble, but he went through it cheer- 
fully. I think some particular notice should be taken of 
this. good, man. I:wish the Congress would enable me 
to make him a present, and. that some of our Universities 
would confer. upon him the degree of Doctor. 
~The Duke of Manchester, who has always been our 
friend in the House of Lords; is now here Ambassador 


° 2 Repeated inquiries having heen made (since the first publica- 
tion of this letter) relative to the result of this very natural and 
just request of Dr. Franklin; it may be excusable here to remark, 
that no notice was ever taken of it by,Congress; nor of a former 
application to the same effect, backed by the strong and affecting 
recommendation of another of its most able and respectable 
ministers,—Joun Jay, Esq. “(See pages 76 and 77, Part T) Nei- 
ther were the long, faithful, arduous, and eminent services “of 
Dr. Franklin ever: ‘publicly acknowledged, or adequately remune- 
rated, by, the Government of the United States; except the empty, 
(though honourable) testimony, of its going into mourning on his. 
decease, may be deemed such. But it is an adage, that republics 
are not famed for GratitupE. Hopes, however, are entertained 
that the American Government consider there is a deferred debt 
due to the memory of Franklin, and that they will penpals 
liquidate it. 


Vou. IL. Q D 


418 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART IIT 


from England... I,.dine with him, to-day (26th) and if any 
thing of importance, occurs, Iwill add it in a postscript. 
Be pleased to. present my, dutiful. respects tothe Con- 
gress,,qassure, them, of my, most, faithful ‘services, and 
believe me to be, with great and, sincere esteem, Sir, Xe. 


‘ei al whens A Pope ve ia hi ? h 1b Boot FRANKLIN: - 798) 
Hi ral? dear or reiet aa. borage odw¢ sed pric 
mosey: pire f To Bs R: Lavissrox, $3 Bay ee I 383.: pote) ds 
fiviy “eewiieinl OD: Leese to tnotadiniaos 9d) aignd- yrome 


SAB a i st eriehs iat | cdgear veolle Passy July. 97.1880 
geil 8 7 colts ine the dave 'belliz 
gerent powers, are none. of : them) :yet> com pleted. ~ Ours 
has gone on’ slowly, owing partly’ to! the necessity Mr, 
Hartley (successor of /Mn. Osivald) thinks himself. ander 
of. sending every proposition; either his‘own or eurs) ‘to 
his Court for their approbation, and :their delayiih'answer- 
ing, through negligence perhaps, since they have! heard-our 
ports are open, or through indecision occasioned by igno- 
rance of the subject, or through want of, UBION, among the 
ministers. We send you herewith copies, of. several papers 
that. have: passed between us.) Mr. Hartley has for? ‘some. 
time assured us that he is in hourly expectation of ansivers, 
put they do not arrive. The British proclamation respecting 
the commerce appears to. vex, him a good . deal... We 
enclose. a “copy, And we, are of opinion. sath alles we 
shall find it best. to. drop. all commercial: articles: in our 
definitive treaty; and leave every thing: of that kind ‘to a 
future ‘special: treaty to be made’ either. in “América or in 
Europe, as Congress shall thinik fit to order. “Perhaps it 
may be best to give powers for, that purpose. ‘to. the mninise, 
ter that probably . will, be, sent; rae, ts vt The opinion, 
here is, that it will be becoming in us to take’ the: first 


* 
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step |towards the mutualbexchange of ministers ; and we 
have been assured by the English minister who ‘treats: ‘with 
us heré,'thatvours will be well received. 9 ono 
The Dutch preliminaries: are not yet agreed on, and it 
seems to be settled that: we are to sign all together, in the 
presence of the ministers of the two imperial courts who 
are to be complimented with ‘the. opportunity of signing 
as mediators, though they have not yet, and‘ perhaps will 
not be consulted in the negociations:’ Mr: Adams is gone 
to- Holland for three weeks, but will return sooner if 
wanted. ‘The propositions you mention as made to us 
from that state, we suppose he has given you an account 
of. Nothing was or is likely to be done upon them here, 
and therefore it was-less necessary to say any thing con- 
cernmg them. A minister from that country has been gone 
some time to Congress, and if he has those propositions 
in charge, they will best be: considered there... With great 
esteem we have the honour to ai oe Xe. : 
-frildeica-oi.. od iw anette BB: ieiaiailatia 
geukil Oo} dskad it > owl v6 tody TAyge: th Ad) “Kg 
igi ouieol4 ods. gi Qagirilied ots Hy LAURENS. o4) 


“Davi Harrey, Eso. TO. THE Asien iéan bps 


Ministers. 


_ GENTLEMEN,, . Paris, pretinay }2,. 1783... 
Thiave the le of transmitting to you a copy 
of a letter which I have received from Mr. Fox, contaim- 
ing an account of the Queen having been happily deli- 
vered of a princess, and that her Majesty and the young 
princess are as well as can be expected. 
Since the reconciliation which has happily taken. place 


*% 


! ' : 
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between our two countries, I am happy in the oppor- 
tunity of communicating to you such an occasion of our 
joint congratulations, as to the first token, of that satis- 
faction which your country (and you, as the ministers of it 
in the present, case) will receive from this, and from every — 
eyent which may contribute to the happiness: and honour 
of the King, the Queen, and all the royal family of Great 


Britam. I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect and 


consideration, your most obedient servant, 
2 D. Hartiey. 


To D. Harttey, Eso- 
SIR, 

‘We have received the letter which you did us 
the honour to write on the 12th instant, and shall take 
the first opportunity of conveying to Congress the agree- 
able information contained in it. | 

The sentiments and sensations which the re-establish- 
ment of peace between our two countries, ought to diffuse 
through both, lead us to participate in the pleasure which 
the birth of a princess must naturally give to the royal 
family and people of Great Britain; and we sincerely 
congratulate their Majesties on that addition to their 
domestic happiness. We have the honor to be with great 
regard and esteem, Sir, your most obedient and very 
humble servants, . J. ADAMS, 

: eh . B. Franxuiy, 

J. SAYIN. we 
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To nis ExceLnency M.1z ComrTe pp VERGENNES. 
SiR, Passy, Aug. 16, 1783. 


I bate the honour to inform your Excellency, 
that the English ministry do not. agree to any of the pro- 
positions that have been made either by us, or by their 
minister here; and they.have sent over a plan for the 
definitive treaty, which consists merely of the preliminaries 
formerly signed, with a short introductory paragraph, and 
another at the conclusion, confirming and establishing 
the said preliminary articles. My colleagues seem in- 
clined to sign this with Mr. Hartley, and so to finish the 


affair. J am, with respect, Sir, your Excellency’s, &e. 
B.F RANKLIN. 


Nox NS. DE RAYNEVAL, (under Ses iey of State for 
Foreign Affuirs) a Mons, FRANKLIN. 


A Versailles, le 29 Aott, 1783. 


J’ai rendu compte 4 M. le Comte de Vergennes, 
Monsieur, de la difficulté que fait M. Hartley de signer a 
Versailles, et ce ministre m’a chargé de vous mander que 
rien ne devoit vous empécher de signer A Paris Vieicredi 
prochain, j jour désigné pour la signature des autres traités : 
mais il vous prie d’indiquer 4 Mr. Hartley 9 beures du 
matin, et d’envoyer ici un exprés, immédiatemeut apres 
votre signature faite. M. de Vergennes veut étre assuré 
que votre besogne est consommée en méme tems que la 
sienne. Vous recevez pour Mercredi un billet d’invitation, 
ainsi que Messieurs vos collégues et Mons. Hartley; je 
présume que celui-ci n’y trouvera aucune difficulté, 
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J’ai ’honneur d’étre avec un parfait attachement, Mon- _ 
‘sieur » votre trés humble et trés obéissant serviteur, i 
| De RayNevaL. | 


Lt 


Dlevri Hartiey, Eso. ro THE  aisecschinilh 
i Ministers. (hi. 9 


_ GENTLEMEN, — is Paris, Aug. 29, 1788. 


» As the day i is ROW fixed fer the signatures, “s 
the aetianieg treaties between Great Britain, France and 
Spain, I beg leave to inform your Excellencies, that Iam 
ready to sign the definitive treaty between Great, Britain 
and the United States of America, whenever it shall, be 
convenient to you. I beg the favour therefore of you-te 
fix the day. . My instructions confine me to Paris as the 
place appointed to me for the exercise of my functions, 
and therefore whatever day you may fix upon for the 
"signature, I shall hope to, receive the honour of your 
company at the Hétel d’ York. 1 am, gentlemen, with 
th~ (ogeatest respect and consideration, your most obedient 
servant, ioe . oto. WD. HARTLEY. 


The ‘American Ministers, plenipotentiaries’ for 
making peace with Great Britain, present their ‘compli- 
ments to Mr. Hartley. They’ fegret that Mr. Hartley’s 
instructions will not permit him to sigh the definitive 
treaty of peace with America at ‘the place appointed for 
the ‘signature of ‘the others. ‘They will nevertheless have 
the honor of waiting upon Mr. Hartley at his’ lodgings at 
Paris, for the’ purpose of signing the treaty in question, on 
Wednesday morning at 80 wink oy arrgiees Mou te 

Passy, Aug. 30; 1783. #2’ iio sup gene 
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The Davthitivs TREATY between cbabat Britain and 
the United States of Améri ica, signed at Paris the Third 
+ Day of September, 1788. RCS Waa k's 


In the N ame of the most Hol y eal ativan, Tri Bil 


It having pleased the Divine Providence to dis- 
pose the ‘hearts of the serene and most potent Prince 
George the Thitd, by the Chace of God, King of Great 
Britam, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke 
‘of Brunswick and Lunenbourg, Arch Treasurer and Prince 
Elector of the Holy’ Roman ‘Empire, &c. and’ of the 
United States of America, ‘to forget all past misunder- 
‘standings and differences that have unhappily interrupted 
the good correspondence and friendship which they mu- 
tually wish to restore, and’ to establish such a beneficial 
and ‘satisfactory intercourse between the two countriés 
upon the ground of réciprocal advantages and mutual 
‘conventence, as ‘may promote and secure to both per- 
— ataepin and Rooney > and oe for’ this desirable 
Hy ih oobi tan articles signed at Paris on He 30th of 
November, 1782, by the Commissioners empowered on 
each part, which articles were ‘agreed to be’ iiser ted in 
and to constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be 
concluded between the crown of Great Britain and the 
said United States, but which treaty was not to be con- 
cluded until terms of peace should be agreed upon between 
(Gréat Britain and France, and his Britannic’ Majesty 
should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly ; and 
the treaty between Great Britain and France having since 
een conclided ; his Britannic Majesty and the United 
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States of America, in order to carry into full effect the 
provisional articles above-mentioned, according to. the 
tenor thereof, have constituted and appointed, that. 1s to 
say, his Britannic Majesty on his part, David Hartley, 
Esq. Member of the Parliament of Great Britain: and 
the said United States on their part, John Adams, Esq. 
late a Commissioner of the United States of America at 
the Court of Versailles, late Delegate in Congress from 
the State of Massachusetts, and Chief Justice of the said 
state, and Minister Plenipotentiary of the said United 
States to their High Mightinesses the States General of 
the United Netherlands; Benjamin Franklin, Esq. late 
Delegate in Congress from the State of Pennsylvania, 
President of the Convention of the said state, and Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the United. States of America at the 
Court of Versailles; John Jay, Esq. late. President of 
Congress, and Chief Justice of the State of New York, 
and Mimister Plenipotentiary from the said United States at 
the Court of Madrid, to. be the Plenipotentiaries for the 
concluding and signing the present definitive treaty; who 
after having reciprocally communicated their respective 
full powers, have agreed upon, and confirmed the follow- 
ing articles : . ene. : | 
Rede ate 3 7 The nine first pera were the same as the 
PRreLiminany Articies signed with Mr. Oswald, 
Nov, 30, 1782, , (See page 301.) ' 


Article xX. 


The iene aaitfigation, of the idcdatat cual dermditel 
in good and due form, shall be exchanged between the 
contracting parties In, the space of six months, or sooner 
if possible, to be computed from the day of the signature 
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of the present treaty. In witness whereof we the under- 
signed, their ministers plenipotentiary, have in their name 
and virtue of our full powers, signed, with our hands, the 
present definitive treaty, and caused the seals of our arms 
to be affixed thereto. | 

Done at Paris this third day of September, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. 


(Joun Anpams, (L. S.) 
) B. Franxuin, (L. 8.) 
Joun Jay, (L. 8.) | 


(Signed) 
Davin Hartrtey, (L.8.) 


‘ei 


At the end of this treaty were added Mr. Hartley’s and 
the American Ministers’ commissions, and certified thus ; 


We certify the foregoing copies of the respective 
full powers, to be authentic. 
ord Grorce Hammonp, 
Gi a) Secretary to the British commission. 
Signe : nat 
ey 6 . Won. Tempe FRANKLIN, 
! Secretary to the American commission. 
Davin Harrtey, Eso. To THE AMERICAN 
MINISTERS. 


GENTLEMEN, ~ _ Passy, Sept. 4, 1788. 


It is with the sincerest pleasure that I con- 
gratulate you on the happy event which took place yes- 
terday, viz. the siguature of the definitive treaty between 
our two countries. 1 consider it as the auspicious pre- 
sage of returning confidence, and of the future intercourse 
of all good offices between us.’ I doubt not that our two 
countries will entertain the same sentiments, and that they 
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will -behdld with satisfaction the period which ‘terminates 
the memory: of ‘their, late unhappy dissension’, and which 
leads tothe renewal of all: the ancient ties’ of amity and 
peace. >lcan assure you that his Britannic Majesty, and 
his confidential servants, entertain the ‘strongest desire of 
‘@ cordial good uriderstanding with the United» States of 
America. And that nothing may be wanting on our parts — 
to perfect the great, work of pacification, I shall propose 
to you jin a very short, ime,” ‘to renew the discussion of 
those points of amity; and intercourse, which have been 
_ lately suspended. to. make -way for the signature of the 
treaties between all ‘the late belligerent powers, which 
took place’ yesterday. | We have now ‘the fuirést prospects 
before ‘us, ‘and an unémbarrassed field for the’ exercise of 
every beneficent disposition, and for the accomplishment 
of every object of reciprocal advantage between: us, Let 
us then j join our hearts and hands together 1 in one common 
cause, for the reunion of all our anciént affections and 
‘common interests. By ain, geiitlemen, with the: “greatest: 
respect and consideration, your most obedient servant, 


teak 


D. Harttey. 
To Davin Hartiey, Eso. 
Re 4@2 gewkh 6 Passy, Sept. 5, 1783. 


-o. | imi o.o/We have received tite none which you did 
-us the: bisiis to write yesterday. o1) oh co po otel 

+ Youf friendly. congratulations on vein signature of. the 
definitive ‘treaty, meet with cordial returns on our/part ; 
and: we sincerely rejoice with you in that event) by which 
the Ruler of/ nations has been: aa a ae to’ al 
peace to ‘our two countries. nishotns fiw seri 
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We are no less ready to join our endeavours than our 
wishes with yours, to concert such measures for regulating 
the. future imterconrse between Great, Britain and_ the 
United States, as by being consistent with the honour and 
interest of, both; may tend to encrease and perpetuate 
mutual confidence aud good. will. We must ‘nevertheless 
candidly inform you, that we ‘consider our commission as 
terminated, and therefore without. further authority from 
congress, will not be abie to sign and conclude. All we 
can at present dois to confer with you, and recommend 
to congress such propositions, as may appear to us to 
merit their assent. And we shall propose to them to send 
a commission to Europe without year for these impor- 
tant purposes. e ; : | 

The unrestrained course already given by the States t to 
‘the British commerce with themi, and the unconditional 
liberation of prisoners, at a time when more caution would 
not have been singular, ave marks of liberality and confi- 
dence, which We flatter ourselves will be equalled by. the 
magnanimity of his. sain and, the . hare: of Great 
Britain, , | on 

We have communicated to congress the warm and re- 
bak’ assurances with which you have officially honoured 
us on these subjects, and we are persuaded that the period 
of their being realized, will have an auspicious and conci- 
liatmg influence on all the eure im the late unbappy dis- 
sensions. : ) ale 

_ We have the bdntiest to hd i sith, ‘eae sealed anid 
esteem, yout most obedient and humble servants, 

| JoHN ADAMS,. 
110 wthinied oink yoilie* ‘nid FRANKLIN; | 
of ell 2 gid to demthoda vu 
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To Day eure. Esq. 
My pear Frienp, i Passy, Sept. 7, 1783. 
The enclosed letters to you and to Mr. 

Fox, were written before I saw you yesterday. 

On my return home last night 1 found dispatches from 
congress, which may remove the difficulties we were en- 
tangled with. Mr. Adams will be here this morning, 
when you will hear from us, I am ever, yours sincerely, 

vs eer B. Frankuin. 


To Davin Hartiey, Eso. 


My pear Frienp,  Passy, Sept. 6, 1783. 
| | Enclosed is my letter to Mr. Fox. I beg 
you would assure him, that ! my expressions of esteem for 
him are not mere professions. I really thmk him a great 
man; and I would not think so, if I did: not believe he 
was at bottom, and would prove himself a good one. 
Guard him against mistaken: notions of the American 
people... You have deceived yourselves too long with vain 
expectations of reaping advantage from our little discon- 
tents. We are more thoroughly an enlightened people, 
with respect to our political interests, than perhaps any 
other under the heaven. Every man among us reads, and 
1S SO easy in his circumstances as to have leisure for con- 
versations of improvement, and for acquiring information. 
Our domestic, misunderstandmgs, when we have them, 
are of small extent, though monstrously magnified by your 
microscopic’ newspapers. He who judges from them, 
that we are on the point of falling mto anarchy, or return- 
ing to the obedience of Britain, is like one who being 
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shown some spots in the sun, should fancy that the whole 
disk would soon be overspread with them, and that there 
would be an end of day-light.. The great body of intelli- 
gence among our people, surrounds and overpowers our 
petty dissensions, as the sun’s great mass of fire diminishes 
and destroys his spots. . Do not therefore any longer delay 
the evacuation of New York, in the vain hope of a new 
revolution in your favour, if such a hope has indeed had 
any effect in occasioning that delay. It is now nine 
months since. the evacuations were promised. You ex-, 
pect with reason that the people of New York should do 
your merchants justice in the payment of their old debts; 
consider the injustice you do them in keeping them so 
long out.of their habitations and out of their business, by 
which they might have been enabled to make payment. 

- There is no truth more clear to me than this, that the 
great interest of our two countries is, a thorough recon- 
ciliation. Restraints on the freedom of commerce and 
intercourse between us, can afford no advantage, equiva- 
lent to the mischief they will do by keeping up ill humour 
and promoting a total alienation. Let you and I, my 
dear friend, do our best towards advancing and securing 
that reconciliation.’ We can ‘do nothing that will in a 
dying hour afford us more solid satisfaction. 

I wish you a prosperous journey, and a happy sight of 
your friends. “Present my best respects to your good bro- 
ther and sister, and: believe me ever, with sincere and great 
estecin, a. most ee eae 3 as) “Be FRAN KEIN, 
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Py, | He ye f fy } vert big; iyi fy sf11E ® 4h) ri rp ttt % y . 
sh dna ni (heads in the. pedo bs 2 bisowr telb: 
6 THE p Riewt ‘How! C! J. ‘Fox, wef oer 
iv Hite? OD et te ha 

«ite tit Yor nnanesy 2 asain Sent. ra 17830. 
1 wk siaitaiil incite tite the letter you'did ne 


the meer writing to’ mé: by Mr. Hartleys:oAndoT 
cannot let him depart without expressing my satisfaction: 
in his conduct ‘towards: us, ‘atid ‘applauding tlie ‘prudence’ 
pf that choice-which sent’ us'a man’ possessedof such a 
spirit of conciliation, and of all: that ‘frankness; sincerity, 
and candour, which naturally | produce’ ‘confidence, ‘and 
thereby!' facilitate the most difficult negociatiors.) Our 
countries aré now happily atipeace, on. which Teongra 
late. you: most cordially; and“ I beg you to be’ assured, 
that as long as' I have‘any concern in ‘public affairs, TE shall 
readily and heartily concur ‘with’ you, ‘in’ promoting every 
measure that may tend to promote the common felicity. 
.» With great and sincere ‘esteern and respect" have’ the 
honour: mes Sir, (youn ‘most ‘obedient and most geet 
servarit, | Hoy 4 EOI HET Be FRANKHIN, 


ft} ofy hy earrl 
t 


on D. Hanrcey, Es. 3 teh 
My DEAR FRIEND, i pin Passy, Sept. 7 1783. 


; ake ) 
we a % 34 * 
+s @ wa 


fi, Enclosed i send you. an extract Sy a letter 


to me. ig Bee 9 President of. Congress, in. which you will 
observe the moderate disposition of that body. tow ards the 
loyalists, with the causes of aggravation in the people’s 
resentments against them. I am always invariably, yours 


most sincerely, | B. FRANKLIN. 


* 
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(Enclosed:i in. the foregoing:) \ 

Extract of a ‘Lerrer from E. Bounpinor, Esq. 
President of Congress, to B. F RANKLIN, dated June 
18, 1783. (Private. . 
“oyT 1 yo You will receive herewith a number of 

eur, newspapers, in, which are inserted many resolves, asso- 

-ciations, .&¢. from | all‘ parts, of the: country, which» L 

earnestly wish-had not-been| made ;,,but :the/truth is, that 
the|cruelties, ravages, and, barbafities.of the refugees.and 


- loyalists, have left the. people so sore that it isnot yet time, 


for them to exercise their good sense and.cooler judgment 3 
and this cannot take place while the’ citizens of New York 
are kept out of their city, and despoiled daily of theig pro- 
perty, by, the sending off their negroes by hundneds,in: the 
face of the treaty... It has beénéxceedingly. il-judged in 
the British to-retain New York so long, and to/persist’ in 
sending; away, the negroes,-as it. has irritated) the) icitizens 
of Amefica to an alarming degree. J amy, &e.2 eof) 5 


To Davin Harrury, Eso. I 
Se" woenwmon Tl ears Pussy, Sept. re 1783. 

’ We have the honour of transmitting here- 
with ‘enclosed, ‘a ‘resolution of” ti pe Of: tlie ist’ May 
last, which we have just’ ‘received. 

You will perceive from, it..that,we may daily expect a 
commission in due. form for the purposes mentioned in it, 
and we assure you of our readiness | to enigt ‘upon the 
_ Business whenever you may “think proper. 


“We have. ‘the honour ‘to! be, with great respect — and 


nee fs 

esteem, Sir, your most obédignt and ‘bumble servants, 
a4 jie Nid’ AAS 6 

arson Stelutereros viilsbies b 


' Ff 
i Pegg “pe rea Week” . 
| : Ab ‘JAY. - rile 


r 
My ro Verena Sit! Oo 
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‘By tue Unitep States 1n ConcGRess— 
ASSEMBLED. | 
“May 1, 1783. 
On the report of a committee to whom was 
referred a letter of Feb. 5,'from the Hon. J. Adams ; 
Ordered, That a commission be prepared to Messrs. 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay,’ autho- 
rising them, or either of them in the/absence of the others, _ 
to enter into a treaty of commerce between the United 
States of America and Great Britain, subject’ to’ the re- 
visal of the contracting parties, previous. to its final con- 
clusion: and m the mean time to enter intoa commercial 
convention to continue in force one year. | 
That the secretary for foreign affairs lay before con- 
gress without delay a plan of a, treaty of commerce, and 
instructions relative to the same, to be transmitted to the 
‘said commissioners. | 
Cuarces ; THowrson, Secretary. 
To. HIS Evueatewer Buide Boupinot; Eso. , 
President of feat 


il Ute (Exreatry Hig, Lge ag 

SIRs |  Passy, Sept. 10, 1783. 

i rh the Srd- instant, definitive treaties of 

peace were concluded between all the late belligerent | 

powers, except the Dutch, who the day before settled and 
signed preliminary articles of peace with Britain. — 

We most. sincerely and cordially congratulate congress 

and our country im general on this happy event, and we 
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hope that the same kind Providence which has led us 
through a rigorous war to an honourable peace, will 
enable us to make a wise and moderate use of that 
inestimable blessing, : . 

The definitive treaty being in the terms of the provi- 
sional articles, and not comprehending any of the objects — 
of our subsequent negociations, it is proper that we give 
a summary account of them. | ¢ 

When Mr. Hartley arrived here, he brought with him 
only a set of instructions signed by the King. We ob- 
jected to proceeding with him until he should have a 
commission in form. This occasioned some delay. A 
proper commission was however transmitted to him; a 
copy of which was shortly after sent to Mr. Livingston. 

We having been instructed to obtain, if possible, an 
article for a direct trade to the West Indies, made to Mr. 
Hartley the proposition No. 1. (see page 360.) 

He approved of it greatly and recommended it to his 
court, but they declined assenting to it. 

Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No, 2., (sin 
376. and 379.) but on being asked whether he was autho- 
rized to sign it, in case we agreed to it, he answered us In 
the negative. We therefore thought it improper to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of it, until after he should have 
obtained the consent of his court to it. We also desired 
to be informed whether his court would or would not 
comprehend Ireland in these stipulations with us. 

The British cabinet would not adopt Mr. Hartley’s 
propositions, but their letters to him were calculated to’ 
inspire us with expectations, that as nothing but parti- 
eular local circumstances, which would probably not be of 
long duration, reStrained, them from preferring the most 
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liberal system of commerce with. us, the ministry would 
take the earliest opportunity of gratifying their own wishes 
as well as ours on that subject. | | ety 

Mr. Hartley then made us the proposition No. o. 3. 
(py: BSBs€t seq. cad rid, i oyna +h quel . 

_ At this time we were informed. that elon lie us had 
arrived in France from Philadelphia. We expected to 
receive instructions in them, and told Mr. Hartley that this 
expectation induced us to postpone giving him an answer 
for a few days. na hed Oa 

The vessel by which we eaneded these sansa it seems, 
had pot'brought any for us. But at. that time informa- 
tion arrived from America, that our ports were all opened. 
to British vessels. Mr. Hartley thereupon did not think 
himself at liberty to proceed until after he should commu- 
nicate that. intelligence to his court, and receive their fur- 
ther instructions. ‘a Pe 

Those further instructions never came, (Patt ghssds our 
endeavours as to commercial regulations proved fruitless ; > 
we had many.conferences and received long memorials 
from Mr. Hartley on the subject, but his zeal for systems 
friendly to us constantly exceeded his authority to concert 
and agree to them. | | 

, During the long interval.of. he alin inetrocsnanio’ for 
Les expectations were permitted to exist almost to the last, 
we proceeded to make and receive propositions for perfect- 
ing the definitive treaty. Details of all the amendments,, 
alterations, objections, exceptions, &c. which occurred: in 
the course of. these discussions would be voluminous.. 
We finally agreed that he should send to his court the 
project or draft of a treaty, No. 4.’.. He did so, but 


1 Not inserted, fEND LOH ry 
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after much time, and when pressed by France who ‘in- 
sisted that we should all conclude together, he was 
instructed to sign a definitive treaty in the terms of the 
provisional articles. . 

Whether the British court meant to avoid a definitive | 
treaty with us, through a vain hope, from the exaggerated 
accounts of divisions among our people, and want of 
authority in congress, that some revolution might soon 
happen in their favour, or whether their dilatory conduct 
was caused by the strife of the two opposite and nearly 
equal parties in the cabinet, is hard to decide. 

Your Excellency will observe that the treaty was signed 
at Paris, and not at Versailles. Mr. Hartley’s letter, 
No. 5. (p. 422.) and our answer, No. 6. (p. 422.) will 
explain this. His objections, and indeed our proceedings 
in general were communicated to the French minister, 
who was content that we should acquiesce, but desired 
that we would appoint the signing early in the morning, 
and give him an account of it at Versailles by express; for 
that he would not proceed to sign on the part of piss 
till he was sure that our business was done. | 

'The day after the signature of the treaty, Mr. Hartley 
wrote us a congratulatory letter, No. 7. (p. 425. ) to 
which we returned the answer, No. 8. (p. 426.) — 

- He is gone to England, and expects soon to retarn: 
which for our parts we think uncertain. We have taken 
care to speak to him in strong terms on the subject of the 
evacuation of NewsYork, and the other important sub- 
jects proper to be mentioned to him. We think we may 
rely on his doing every thing in his power’to influence his 
court to do what they ought to do, but it does not appear 
that they have as yet formed any solid system for their 
conduct relative to the United States. We cannot but 
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think that the late and present aspect of affairs in America, 
has had and continues to.,have an unfavourable influence, 
not only in Britain, but throughout Europe. recst 

In whatever light the article respecting the Tories. may 
be viewed in America, it 1s considered in‘Europe as very 
humiliating to Britain, and therefore as being one which 
we ought in honour to perform and fulfil with the. most 
scrupulous regard to good faith, and in a manner. least 
offensive to the, feeling of the King and Court, of Great 
Britain, who upon that point are extremely tender. 

The unseasonable and -unnecessary resolves of various 
towns on this subject, the actual expulsion of Tories from 
some places, and the avowed implacability of almost all 
who have published their sentiments about the matter, are 
circumstances which are construed not only to the preju- 
dice of our national magnanimity and good faith, babi 
to the prejudice of our governments... nites 

Popular. committees are considered here as vain us, 10 
the light of substitutes to constitutional. government, and 
as being only necessary in the interval between the re- 
moval of the former, and the establishment of the. present. 

‘The constitutions of the different States have been 
translated and published, and. pains have been. taken to 
lead Europe to believe that the American States not only 


made their own laws, but obeyed them. . But the conti- | 


nuance of popular assemblies convened expressly to deli- 
berate on matters proper only for the cognizance of the 
different legislatures and officers of government, and their 
proceeding not only to ordain, but to enforce their resolu- 
tions, has exceedingly lessened the dignity, of the States in 
the eyes of these nations. 

To this we may also add the situation of the army, the 


_— 
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reluctance of the people to pay taxés, and the circum- 
stances under which congress removed from Philadelphia, 
have diminished the admiration in which the people of 
America were held among the nations of Europe, and 
somewhat abated: their ardour for formimg connections 
with us, before our affairs acquire a greater saat of 
order and consistence. OTe 

Permit us to observe, that, in our opinion, the recom- 
mendation of congress promised in the 5th article, should 
immediately be made in the terms of it and published, 
and that the States should be requested to take it into 
‘consideration as soon as the evacuation by the enemy shall 
be completed.’ It is also much to be wished that the 
Jegislatures may not involve all the: Tories’ in banishment 
and ruin, but that such discriminations’ may be madé as to 
entitle their. decisions to the approbation of disinterested 
mien, and dispassionate posterity. | 

On the 7th inst. we received your Excellency’: s letter of 
the 16th June last, covering a resolution of congress of 
the Ist May, directing a° commission to us for making a 
treaty of commerce, &c. with Great Britain. This intel- 
ligence’ arrived’ very opportunely to prevent the anti- 
“American® party in England, from ascribing any delays on 
our part to motives of resentment to that country. Great 
Britain will send a minister to congress, as’ soon as con- 
gress shall send a minister to Britain, and we think ae 
good might result from that measure. | 

‘Much, we think will depend: on the success of our 
negociations ‘with England. If she could’ be prevailed 
upon to agree toa liberal system of commerce, France, 
and perhaps some other nations will follow her example ; 
but if’slie' should prefer an exclusive monopolizing plan, it 
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is probable that her neighbours will continue to, adhere to 
their favourite restrictions. | 

Were it certain that the United States bould be broupht 
to act as a nation, and would jointly and fairly conduct 
their commerce on principles of exact reciprocity with all 
nations, we think it probable that Britain would make 
extensive concessions. But on the contrary, while the 
prospect of disunion in our councils, or, want of power — 
and energy in our executive’ departments exist, they will 
not be apprehensive of retaliation, and consequently lose 
their. principal motive to liberality. Unless with regard 
to all foreign nations and transactions, we uniformly: act 
as an entire united nation, faithfully executing and obey- 
ing the constitutional acts of congress on those subjects, 
we shall soon find ourselves in the situation in’ which all 
Europe wishes to see us, viz. as unimportant consumers 

of her manufactures and productions, and as_ useful 
labourers to furnish her:with raw materials. 

We beg leave to assure congress that we shall apply 
our best endeavours to execute this new commission to 
their satisfaction, and shall punctually obey such imstruc- 
tions as they may be. pleased to give us relative to it. 
Unless congress should have nominated a secretary to the 
commission, we shall consider ourselves at liberty to appoint 
one, and as we are well satisfied with the conduct of Mr. 
Temple Franklin, the secretary to our late commission, we 
purpose to appoint him; leaving to congress to make such 
compensation for his services as they may judge proper. 

With great respect, we have the honour>to be, Sir, 
your Excellency’s most obedient and humble servants, 
| Joun Apams, 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Joun Jay. 
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sisi Davip Harriey, Eso. M. P. ro Dr. 
FRANKLIN. ; 

My pear Frienp, Bath, Sipe 24, 1783. 
parce 1 aay Iam at present at Bath with my dearest 
sister, whom [ have found as well as I could have ex- 
pected, and [ hope with reasonable prospect of recovery 
in time. I have seen my friends in the ministry, and hope 
things will go well; with them I am sure all is right and 
firm. The chief part of the cabinet ministers are out of 
_ town, but there will be a full cabinet held im a few days, 
in which a specific proposition in the nature of a tempo- 
rary convention will be given in instructions to me. I 
pik nearly upon the ground of my memorial of May 

1, 1783, which I delivered to the American ministers ;* 
viz. “ American ships not to bring foreign manufactures 
into Great Britain, nor to trade directly between the 
British West Indies and Great Britain,” all the rest to be 
as before the war. I expect that something to this effect 
will be their determination, in the offer, and if it should 
be so, I shall hope not to meet with difficulty on your 
parts. a want to see some specific beginning. As to 
any further proposition respecting the trade between Great 
Bnitain and the British West Indies, 1 doubt whether any 
such can be discussed before the meeting of parliament. 
LT wish to look forward not only to the continuation of 
peace between our two countries, but to the improvement 
of reconciliation into alliance ; and therefore I wish the 
two parties to be disposed to accommodate each other, 
without the strict account by weights and scales as be- 


tween rept and strangers, actuated towards each other 
—————————_———————  _—— 
* See pages 376 and 379. 
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by no other principle than cold and equalizing indifference. 
Friendly dispositions presumed have their fairest chance 
of being realized, but if we should set out presuming 
against them, the good which might have happened may > 
be prevented. Pray remember me to your three col- 
leagues, and to all friends. Yours ever most affec- 
tionately, 3 Cpe taiptitel A ah i) 8 ey ta 
Pp. S.. I have put in a word for our Quaker article,’ 
and I hope with some impression. 


“Davin Hantizy, ey: M. P. ro Dr. FRANKLIN, 


Bath, October 4, 1783. 
_ My, Dear FRIEND, 

py i only write one Tine to you to let you know 
that Ta am not forgetful of you, or of our common. con- 
cerns. I have not heard any thing from the ministry yet: 

I believe it is a kind of vacation with them before the 
meeting of parliament. _ I have told you « of a proposition 
which I have had some thoughts to make asa kind of co- 
partnership i in commerce. I send you a ‘purposed tempo- 
rary convention, which I have drawn up. You are to 
consider it only as one I recommend. The words under- 
lined are grafted upon the proposition of my memorial, 
dated May 21,1783. You will see ‘the principle which I 
have i In my thoughts to extend for the purpose of restoring 
our ancient co-partnership generally. I cannot tell you 
what event things may take, but my thoughts are alway S 
employed in endeavouring to arrange that system upon 
which the China Vase, lately shattered, may be cemented 
together, upon principles of compact and connection, in- 


* To prohibit privateering, see page 332. 
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stead of dependence. | “3 have met with a sentiment in this 
country w hich gives some alarm, viz. lest the unity of go- 
vernment in America should be uncertain, ‘and’ the States 
reject the ‘authority of Congress.» Some passages in Ge- 
neral» Washington’s’ letter have, given ‘weight to these 
doubts. 1 don’t hear of any tendency. to this opinion; 
that the American: States will break to pieces, and then 
we may still conquer them. 1 believe all that folly is ex- 
tinguished.» But many serious and: well disposed persons 
are alarmed lest this shou/d be the ill-fated moment fer 
relaxing the powers of the union, and annthilating the | 
cement of confederation (vide Washington’s letter), and 
that’Great Britain should thereby lose her best and wisest 
hope. of being re-connected with the American: States 
unitedly. 1 should for one, think it the greatest misfor- 
tune. Pray give me some opinion upon this. You see 
there is likewise another turn which may be given to’ this 
sentiment by imtemperate and disappointed people, who: 
may indulge» a passionate revenge for their own disap= 
pointments, by endeavouring to excite general distrust, 
discord, and dis-union. I wish to be prepared and 
guarded at all points. I beg my best compliments to 
your colleagues; be so good as to show this letter to 
them. I beg particularly my condolence (and | hope 
congratulation): to Mr. Adams; [bear that he has been 
very dangerously ill, but that he isagain recovered. 1. 
hope the latter part is: true, and: that we shall all survive 
to set our hands. to some future compacts: of common in-: 
terest, and common affection, between our two countries. 
Your ever affectionate, a} . D. Hartuey. 
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“To Davi Hanriry, Esq. 


My DEAR Frienp, ) | Passy, Oct. 16, 1783. 
I have nothing material to write to you 

respecting public affairs, but I cannot let Mr. Adams, 
who will see'you, go without a line to enquire after your 
welfare, to inform you of mine, and assure you of my 
constant respect and attachment. , Steaks 

[think with you that our Quaker article is a 2 ould one, - 
and that men will im time have sense enough to pies it,. 
but I fear that time is not yet come. OA 

~ What would you think of a proposition if I ‘pista. 
make it, of a family compact between England, France, 
and America? America would be as happy as the Sabine 
girls, if she could be the means of uniting in perpetual 
peace her father and her husband. What repeated follies 
are those repeated wars? You do not want to conquer 
and govern one another. Why then should you be con-: 
tinually employed in injuring and destroying one another ? 
How many excellent things might have been: done to pro- 
mote the internal welfare of each country ;_ what bridges,’ 
roads, canals, and other useful public works and. institu: 
tions tending to the common: felicity, might have. been: 
made and established, with the money and men foolishly 
spent during the last seven centuries by our mad wars in 
doing one another mischief? You are near neighbours, 
and each have very respectable qualities. Learn to be’ 
quiet and to respect each other’s rights. You are all 
Christians. One is the most Christian king, and the other: 
defender of the faith. Manifest the propriety of these 
titles by your future conduct. “ By this,” said Christ, 
« shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love 
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one another. Seek peace, and ensure it.” Adieu, yours, 
&e. a iB. ge bhpalgady 


‘To Davip Hanrusy, Ese. 


Passy, Oct. 22, 1783. 


T received my dear friend’s kind letter of 
the 4th instant from Bath, with your proposed temporary 
convention, which you desire me to show to my col- 
leagues. They are both by this time in London, where 
you will undoubtedly see and converse with them on the 
subject. ‘The appreliension you mention that the cement 
of the confederation -may be annihilated, &c. has not I 
think any foundation. There is sense enough in America 
to take care of their own china vase. I see much in your 
papers about our divisions and distractions, but L hear 
little of them from America; and I know that most of 
the letters said to come from there with such accounts 
are mere London fictions. I will consider attentively the 
proposition above mentioned against the return of my col- 
leagues, when I hope our commission will be arrived. I 
rejoice to hear that your dear sister’s recovery advances, 
and that your brother is well ; please to present my affec- 
tionate iid ae By to them, and believe me ever, yours, Xe. 

i B. Fi RANKLIN. 
Extract or a Lerrer tro THE Hon. ee 
| Morris. 
Sg erceensane of Finances, United States,) 


Passy, Dec. 25, 1783. 


_ "The remissness of our people in paying 
taxes is highly blameable, the unwillingness to pay them is 
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still more so.. I see in some. resolutions of town meetings, 
a remonstrance against giving congress a power to take, 
as they call it, the people’s money out of their pockets, 
though only to pay the interest and principal of debts duly 
contracted. ‘They seem to mistake the point. Money 
justly due from the “people i is their creditor’s money, and 
no longer the money of the people, who, if they withhold 
it, should be compelled to. pay by some law. All pro- 
perty, indeed, except the savage’s temporary cabin, his. 
bow, his matchuat, and other little acquisitions absolutely 
necessary for his subsistence, seems to me to, be the crea- 
ture of public convention. Hence the public, has ‘the 
right of regulating descents, and all other convey ances of 
pr operty, and even of limiting the quantity and, the uses 
of it. - All.the property that is necessary to a man for the 
conservation of the individual and the propagation of the 
species, is his natural right, which none can justly deprive 
him of 3. but-all property ‘superfluous to such purposes is 
the property of the public, who by their laws have created 
it, and who may therefore by other laws dispose of it 
whenever the welfare of the public shall desire such dis- 
position. He that does not like civil society, on these 
terms, let him retire and live among savages. | He can 
have no right to the benefits of society who will not pay 
his club towards the support of it. 

‘The Marquis de la Fayette, who loves to hs employed 
in our affairs, and is often very useful, has lately had 
several conversations with the ministers and persons con- 
cemed: in forming new regulations respecting the com- 
merce between our two countries, which are not yet con- 
cluded. I thought it therefore well to communicate to 
him a copy of your letter which contains so many sensible 


PART III. |» OF BENJAMIN FRANKLING 445 


and just observations on: that subject. He will make a 
proper use of them, and perhaps they may have more 
weight as appearing to come from a Frenchman, than they 
would have if it were known that they were the observa- 
tions of an American. I perfectly agree with you in all 
the sentiments you have expressed on this occasion. 
. Lam sorry for the public’s sake that you are about to 
quit your office, but on personal considerations I shall 
congratulate you. For I cannot conceive of a more happy 
man, than he who having been long loaded with public 
cares, finds himself relieved from them, and enjoying priz 
vate repose in the bosom of his friends and family. 

_ With sincere regard and attachment, [ am. ever, dear 
Sir, yours, &c. , B. Frankuinx.” 


Extract or a LETTER To His ExcreLLEeNncy 
) Tuomas Mir.in, Esgq., 
President of Congress. 
Passy, Dec. 25, 1783. ps 

“ It was certainly disagreeable. to the 
English ministers, that all their treaties for peace were 
carried on under the eye of the French court. This be- 
gan to appear towards the conclusion, when Mr. Hartley 
tefused going to Versailles to sign there with the other 
powers, our definitive treaty; and insisted on its being 
done at Paris; which we in good humour complied with, 
but at an earlier hour, that we might have time to acquaint 
le Comte de Vergennes before he was to sign with the 
Duke of Manchester. The Dutch definitive was not 
then ready, and the British court now insisted on finishing 
it either at London or the Hague. If heretofore the com- 
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mission to us, which has been so long delayed, is still 

intended, perhaps it will be well to. instruct us to treat. 
either here or at London, as we may find most convenient. 

The treaty may be conducted even there in concert and in 

the confidence of communication with the ministers of 
our friends, whose-advice may be of use to us. 

~ With respect to the British court, we should I think be 

constantly upon our guard, and impress strongly upon our 
minds, that though it has made peace with us, it is not in 
truth reconciled to us, or to its loss of us; but still flatters 
itself with hopes that some change of the affairs of Europe, 

er some disunion among ourselves may afford them an op- | 
portunity of recovering their dominion, punishing those 
who have most offended, and securing our. future depen= 
dence. It is easy to see by the general turn of the mimis- 
terial newspapers ; (light things indeed as straws »and fea- 
thers, but like them they show which way the wind blows) 
and by the malignant improvement their ministers make in 
all foreign courts, of every little accident at Philadelphia, 
the resolves of some town meetings, the reluctance to pay 
taxes, &c. &c. all which are exaggerated to represent our 
governments as so many anarchies, of which the people 
themselves are weary, the Congress as having lost its in- 
fluence, being no longer respected: I say it is easy to see 
from this conduct, that they bear us no good will, and that 
they wish the reality of what they are pleased to imagine. 
They have too a numerous royal progeny to provide for, 
some of whom are educated in the military line. In these 
circumstances we cannot be too careful to preserve the 
friendship we have acquired abroad, and the union we 
have established at home, to secure our credit by a oo. 


y 
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tual discharge of our obligations of every kind, and our re- 
putation by the wisdom of our councils; since. we know 
not how soon we may have fresh occasion for eagi for 
credit, and for reputation. 

The extravagant misrepresentations of our political state 

in foreign countries, made it appear necessary to give them 
better information, which I thought could not be more 
effectually and authentically done than by publishing a 
translation into French, now. the most general language in 
Europe, of the book of constitutions which had been 
printed by order of congress. ‘This I accordingly got well 
done, and presented two copies handsomely bound to every 
foreign minister here, one for himself, the other more ele- 
gant, for his sovereign. It has been well taken, and has 
afforded a matter of surprize to many who had conceived 
mean. ideas of the state of civilization in America, and 
could not have expected so much political knowledge and 
sagacity had existed im our wilderness ; and from all parts 
have the satisfaction to hear that our constitutions in ge- 
neral are much admired. I am persuaded that this step 
will not only tend to promote the emigration to our coun- 
try of substantial. people from all parts of Europe, but the 
numerous copies | shall disperse, will facilitate our future 
treaties with foreign courts, who could not before know 
‘what kind of government and people they had to treat with : 
as in doing this, I have endeavoured to further the appa- 
rent views of Congress in the first publication, I hope it 
may be approved, and the expence allowed. I send here- 
_with one of the copies. Yours, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN.” 
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To CHAR LES Tuomson, Esg., Secretary of | Congress. 
Dear Sir, 3  Passy, May 13, 1784. 

tas > Yesterday evening Mr. Hartley met 
with Mr. Jay and myself, when the ratifications of the de- 
finitive treaty were exchanged. I senda copy of the Eng- 
lish ratification to the president. Thus’ the great and ha- 
zardous enterprize we ‘have been engaged in, is, God be 
praised, happily compléted: an event [ hardly expected I 
should live to see. A few years of peace, well improved, 
will restore and increase our strength : but our future safety 
-will depend on our union and our virtue. Britain will be 
long watching for advantages, to recover what she has 
lost. If we do not convince the world that we are a na- 
tion to be depended on for fidelity in treaties; if we ap- 
pear negligent in paying our debts, and ungrateful to those 
who have served and befriended us; our reputation, and 
all the strength it is capable of procuring, will be lost, and 
fresh attacks upon us will be encouraged and promoted by 
better prospects of success. Let us therefore beware of 
being lulled into a dangerous security ; and of being both 
enervated and impoverished by luxury : of being weakened 
by internal contentions and divisions; of being shame- 
fully extravagant in contracting private debts, while we are 
backward in discharging honourably those of the public ; 
of meglect in military exercises and discipline, and in pro- 
viding stores of arms and munition of war, to be ready on 
occasion: for all these. are circumstances that give confi- 
dence to enemies, and diffidence to friends; and the ex- 
penses required to prevent a.war, are much lighter than 
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those that will, if not § aaiapiiiaran be absolutely necessary to 
maintain it. 

Lam long kept i in suspense without being able to learn 
the purpose of Congress respecting my request of recall, 
and that of some. employment for my Secretary W. Tem- 
ple Franklin. If I am kept here another. winter and as 
much weakened by it as by the last, I may as well resolve 
to spend the remainder of my days here ; for I shall hardly 
be able to bear the fatigues of the voyage in returning. 
During my long absence from America, my friends are 
continually diminishing by death, and my inducements to 
return lessened in proportion. — But I can make no pre-- 
parations either for going conveniently, or staying comfort- 
ably here, nor take any steps towards making some other 
provision for my grandson, till I know what I am to ex- 
pect. Beso good, my dear friend, ‘to send me a little 
private information. With great esteem, I am ever ycurs, 
EAM “at 3 ‘B. Frank. 


Davip, Harriey, Ese. to Dr. Franxuin._ 


Sir, | Paris, June 1, 1784. 

I have the honour to inform you, that I 
ee transmitted to London -the ratification on the. part of 
Congress of the definitive treaty of peace between. Great 
Britain and the United States of America, and I am order- 
ed to represent to you,* that a want of form appears in the 


: Copy of a Letter from Lorp CarMarTHEN to D. Harttey, Esq. 
Sia, 6.45 St. James's, May 28, 1784. 

| [received this morning by Lauzun, your dispatch 

No: 5,. and the private letter of the 24th instant, together with the ~ 

Vou. Hn. | : 2°F 
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first paragraph of that instrument, wherein the United 
States are mentioned before his Majesty, contrary to the 
established custom in every treaty in ‘which a crowned 
head and a republic are parties. It is likewise to be ob- 
‘served, that the term “ definitive articles” is used instead of 
definitive treaty ; and the conclusion appears likewise de- 
ficient, as it is neither signed by the President, nor is it 
dated, and consequently is’ wanting in some of the most 


vk 


battheatitin of the tocaby. between ams Britain:and the United 
States of America; and I own it was with the. greatest surprize 
that IT perceived so essential a want of form as appears in the very 
first paragraph of that instrument, wherein the United States are 
‘mentioned ‘before his Majesty, contrary to the established custom 
observed in every treaty in which a crowned sali aiid 
are contracting parties. — : 

The conclusion likewise appears extremely deficient, as sit is nei. 
ther signed by the President nor is it dated, and consequently i is. 
wanting’ in some of the most essential points of form necessary to- 
wards authenticating the validity of the instrument. — 

I should think the American ministers could make no: objec- 
tion to.correcting these defects in the ratification, which, might 
very easily be done, either by signing a declaration in the name of 
Congress for preventing the particular mode of expression, so far 
as relates to precedency, in the first paragraph, ‘being considered 
‘asa precedent,’ to ‘be adopted on any future occasion, or else by 
having anew copy made. out in America, in-;which these:mistakes 
should be corrected, and which might.be done without.any preju- 
dice arising to either of the parties from the delay.. I am, with 
great truth and regard, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, i: 
da ‘CARMARTHEN, 

‘PS. Isendiyouenclosed'a copy-of the ratification—part of the 
treaty, which it is.also to be observed were ‘previously: —,, 

“ definitive articles.” 
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-essential. nn of form necessary towards payhenticating 
_the validity of the instrument. 

Iam ordered to propose to you, Sir, that these defects 
dn the ratification should be corrected, which might very 
easily be done either by signing a declaration in the name 
.of Congress for preventing the particular mode of expres- 
_sion so far_as relates to precedency in the first paragraph 
_being considered as a precedent to be adopted on any fu- 
ture occasion ; or else by having a new copy made out in 
_America,in which these mistakes should be corrected, and 
which might be done without any prejudice arising .to 
_either of the parties from the delay. I am, Sir, with great 
.Tespect and consideration, your most .obedient humble 
_servant, D. Hartwey. 


To His Excellency B. Tipit Boy 


To His :Excertency Davip Hart ey, Eso. 

Sir, - | | Passy, June 2, 1784. 
[have considered, the observations you 
did me the honour of communicating to me concerning 
eertain inaccuracies of expression and supposed defects. of 
formality in the instrument of ratification ; some of which 
are said to be of such a nature as to affect “ the validity of 
the | instrument.” The first is, “that the United States 
are named before his .Majesty, contrary to the established 
eustom observed in every treaty in which a crowned head 
and a republic are the contracting parties.” With re- 
spect to this it seems, to me that we should distinguish. be- 
tween the act in which both joi, to wit, the treaty, and 
that which is the act of each separately, the ratification. 
It is necessary, that all the modes of expression in the joint 
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act, should be agreed to by both parties; though on their 
separate acts, each party is master of, and alone account-_ 
able for, its own mode. If the mimisters of the United 
States had insisted, or even proposed naming in the treaty 
the States before the King, it might have been deemed in- 
jarious to his dignity, as requiring him to acknowledge by — 
that joint act their superiority. But this was not the case ; 
on inspecting the treaty it will be found that his Majesty 
is always regularly named before the United States. How 
it happened that the same order was not observed in the 
‘ratification Iam not informed. Our secretaries'are new 
in this kind of business, which methinks should be fayour- 
ably considered if they chance to make mistakes. They 
may have been led by some precedent; or being republi- 
cans, and of course preferring that kind of government as 
in their opinions more excellent than monarchy, they may 
naturally have thought it right, when the two kinds were to 
be named in their own mstrument, to give théir own kind 
the precedence; an effect of that sort of complaisance 
which almost every nation seems to have for itself, and of 
which the English too afford an instance, when in the title 
of the King they always name Great Britain before France. 
The Congress however adopted the form presented to 
them, and it is thus become an act of theirs ; but the King 
having no part in it, if it is improper, -it reflects only upon 
those who committed the impropriety, and can no way 
affect his Majesty. Whatever may have occasioned 
this transposition, [ am confident no disrespect to thé 
King was intended in it by the Congress. ‘They as little 
thought of affrenting his Majesty by naming the States be- 
-fore him, as your ministers did of affronting the Supreme 
Being, when in the corresponding first paragraph of their 
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ratification they named the King before the Deity. .'There 
cannot be a clearer proofof this than what is to be found 
in the ratification itself. In the treaty the King, as I said 
before, is always first named. Thus the established cus- 
tom in treaties between “‘ crowned heads and republics ” 
"contended for on your part was strictly observed ; and the 
ratification following the treaty contains these words: 
“« Now know ye, that We the United States in Congress 
assembled, having seen and considered the definitive arti- 
cles, have approved, ratified, and confirmed, and by these 
presents do approve, ratify, and confirm the said articles, 
AND. EVERY PART AND CLAUSE THEREOF, &c.” 
Thus all those articles, parts, and clauses, wherein the 
King is named before the United States, are approved, ra- 
tified and confirmed ; and this solemnly under the signa# 
ture of the President of Congress, with the public seal 
aflixed by their order, and countersigned by their Secre- 
tary. No declaration on the subject, more determmate or 
more authentic, can possibly be made or given, which 
when considered, may probably induce his Majesty’s mi- 
nister to wave the proposition of our Signing a similar de- 
claration, or of sending back the ratification to be cor- 
rected in this point, neither appearing to. be really neces- 
sary. I will however, if still desired, transmit to Con- 
gress the observation | and the difficulty occasioned by. it, 
and request their orders upon it. I can have no doubt of 
their willingness to give every reasonable satisfaction. 

If the words definitive treaty had been used, instead of 
definitive articles, it might have been more correct, though 
the difference seems not ‘great, nor of much importance, 
as in’ the treaty itself it is called the present definitive 
treaty 
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The other objections are, “ That the conclusion like- 
wise appears deficient, as it is neither signed by the Prési- 
sident, nor is it dated, and consequently is wanting in some 
of the most essential points of form necessary towards au- 
thenticating thé validity of the instrument.” © It is true that | 
the signature of the Président is not’ placed at the end of 
the piece. Among the infinite number of treaties and ra- 
tifications that have been made ‘in different ages and coun- 
tries, there are found a gréat variety in the forms, and in’ 
the manner of placing the seals and signatures, all how- 
ever equally authéntie and binding. Which of the prece- 
dents we have followed, I know not ; but I think our ra- 
tifications have genérally been sealed in the margin near 
the beginning, and the President's namé’ subscribed by 
him, as it ought to be, néar the seal. Thi8' is then’ our 
usage. And it has nevér hitherto beét objected to by aly 
of the powers with whorn' we have tredted, not évét by 
yourselves in’ ow ratification of the préliminary artiéleés 
exchanged in 1783. And I observe that your own’ me- 
thod is not always uniform, for in your last ratification the 
King signs Only at the end, in the first at both the end anid! 
the béginning. If wé had, like older nations, a Gréat Seal, 
the impression of which, froin its bulk and weight, could 
‘ouly be appended, the signature might properly be placed 
above it at the end of the iristrumént. Probably the want 
of an able artis prévented our having hitherto such @ seal. 
In the mean time as all the parts of the mstrument are 
connected by a ribband whose ends are secured under the 
impression, the’ signature and seal wherever placed rélate 
to, and authenticate the whole. This is éxpréssly declared 
by the Congréss in‘ the doncluding senténcé, viz. Dr tes- 
timony whereof, “ we have caused the Seal of the United 
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States to be hereunto affixed. Witness, His Excellency 
‘Thomas Mifflin, Esq. President, this fourteenth day of 
January, m the year of our Lord one thousand’ seven hun- 
dred.and eighty-four.” It is thus that the duplicate be- 
fore me is dated, in these words at length, and [ appre- 
hend. the original exchanged must be the same, so that the 
‘essential article of a date was not wanting as supposed, 
but hasbeen overlooked: by the person who made the ob- 
jection. 

The ratification was passed m Congress: unanimously, 
and the treaty will I firmly believe be punctually and faith- 
fully executed on their part; we confide that the same 
will be done on yours. Let us endeavour on all sides to 
establish the “ firm and perpetual peace,” we have pro- 
mised to each other, and not suffer even the prospect of it 
to be clouded by too critical an attention to small forms 
and. immaterial circumstances. With great esteem and 
respect, [ have the honour to be, Sir, your Excellency’s 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To Davip Hantiey, Eso. 


My Dirak Frienp, | Passy, Jan. 3, 1785. 
I received your kind letter of December 1, 

from Bath. I am glad to hear that your good sister is in 

a fairy way towards recovery ; ; my ikl and best wishes 
attend her. | 

[ communicated your letter to Mr. Jefferson, to remind 
him of his promise to communicate to you the in- 
telligence he might receive from America on the subjects 
you mention ; and now having got it back, I shall ee 
vour to answer the other parts of it. | 
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What you propose to draw'up of your opinions on Ame- 
rican negociation, may be. of great. use, if laid, as you in- 
tend, before administration, in case they seriously intend to 
enter,on it. after the meeting of parliament: for 1 know 
. your ideas all tend to a good understanding between the 
two countries and their common adyantage ; and in my 
mind too, all selfish projects of partial profit are the effects 
of short-sightedness, they never producing permanent be- 
nefits, and are at length the causes of discord and its con- 
sequences, wherein much more ‘is spent. than,all the tem- 
porary gains amounted to. Lai ver oe ioe 

I do not know that any one is yet appointed by your 
Court to treat with us. We some time since acquainted 
your minister with. our powers and disposition to treat, 
which he communicated to his Court, and received for an- 
swer that his Majesty’s ministers were ready to receive 
any propositions we might have to make for the common 
benefit of both countries, but they thought it more for the 
honour of both, that the. treaty should not be in a third 
place. We answered that though we did not see much 
inconvenience in treating here, we would, as soon as we 
had finished some affairs at present on our hands, wait 
upon them, if they pleased, in London. We have since 
heard nothing. | (sie | 

We have no late accounts from America of any impor~ 
tance. You know the Congress adjourned. the beginning 
of June till the beginning of November. And since their 
meeting there has been no account of their proceedmgs. 
All the: stories in your papers relating to their divisions, 
&e. are fiction, as well .as those of the people being 
discontented with Congressional Government... Mr. Jay 
writes to me, that they were at no time more happy or 
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more satisfied with their: government, &c. than at present, 
nor ever enjoyed more tranquillity or prosperity. In truth 
the freedom of their ports to all nations has brought inva 
vast plenty of foreign goods, and occasioned a demand for 
their: produce, the consequence of which is the double 
advantage of buying what they consume es and 
satiny what they can spare dear. Led 

If we should come to London, I bie, 3 it may still be 
with you that we are to do business. Our already under- 
standing one: another may save on many points a good 
deal of time in discussion.. But I doubt whether any 
treaty is mtended on your part, and I fancy we shall not 
press it, It may perhaps be best to give both sides time 
to ‘enquire, and to feel for the interests they. cannot: see: 
With sincere and great esteem, 1 am ‘ever, my dear 
friend, yours most affectionately, = B. Franxurin, 


To THE Hon: Joun Jay, Esq. 
— Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


; Sir, ~ Philadelphia, Sept. 19, vee! 

| I have the honour to acquaint you, that 1 
left ee the 12th of July, and agreeable to the permission 
of Congress am returned to my country. Mr. Jefferson 
had recovered his health, and was much esteemed and re- 
spected there. Our joint. letters have already informed 
you of our late proceedings, to which I have nothing to 
add except that the last act I did as Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary for making treaties, was. to sign with him two days 
before I came, away the treaty of friendship and com- 
merce that. had been agreed on with Prussia, and which 
was to be carried to the Hague by Mr. Short, there 
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to be signed by. Barom Thulemeyer on the part of the 
King, who. without the least hesitation had approved: 
and’ conceded. to’ the new humane articles proposed 
by: Congress,’ which articles are considered as doing 
that body great honour. Mr. Short was also togo to 
London with the treaty for the signature of Mr. Adams, 
who I learnt (when at Southampton) is well received at the 
British Court. The Captain. Lamb, who in a letter of 
yours to Mr. Adams, was. said, to be coming to us with 
instructions respecting Morocco, had not appeared, nor 
had we heard any thing of him.; so nothing has been done 
by us in that treaty. JI left the Court of France in the 
same friendly disposition towards the United States that 
we have-all along experienced, though concerned to find 
cur credit 1s not better supported in the payment of the 
interest money due on our loans, which in case of another 
war must. be, they think, extremely prejudicial to us; and 
indeed may contribute to draw on a war the sooner by 
affording our enemies the encouraging. contidence that a 
people who take so little care to pay will not again find it ~ 
easy to borrow. received from the King at my depar- 
ture the present of his picture set round with diamonds, 
usually given to Ministers Plenipotentiary who have signed 
any treaties with that Court, and it is at the disposition of 
Gongress, to whom be pleased to present my dutiful re- 
spects. [ am, Sir, with great esteem, your most obedient 
and mosthumble servant, B, FRANKLIN. © 


P.S. Not caring to trust them to a common convey- 
ance, I send by my late Secretary, W. Temple Franklin, 


* Against privateering. 
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who will have the honour of delivering them to you, all the 
Original Treaties | have been concerned in negociating 
that were completed. Those with Portugal — Den- 
mark continue in cae ne 


To ** * 


Str, Philadelphia, Jan. 19, 1790. 


I received the letter you did me the ho- 
nour of writing to’ me respécting the construction of the 
eleventh article of the treaty of commerce between France 
and the United States.. | was indeed one of the Com- 
missioners for making that treaty, but the Commissioners 
have no right to explain the treaty. Its explanation is to 
be sought for in its own words, and in case it cannot be 
clearly found there, then by an dpplication to the con- 
tracting powers. 

I certaimly conceived that when the droit @aubaine was 
relinquished in favour of the citizens of the United States, 
the rélingquishing clause was meant to: extend to all the do- 
minions of his most Christian Majesty, and [ am of opi- 
nion, that this would not be denied if an explanation were 
requested of the Court of France, and it ought to be done, 
if any difficulties arise on this subject in: the French Islands, 

which their Courts do not deter mine in our favour. But 
before Congress’ is petitioned to make such request, I ima- 
gine it would be proper to’ have the case tried in some of 
the West India Islands, and the petition made’ in conse- 
quence of a determination against us. I have the honour 
to be, &e. . | B, FRANKLIN. 


peceitren a 
send x" : 
PRIVATE CORRESPON DENCE. 
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[The two Letters from William Carmichael, Esq. (Secre- 
tary of the American Legation at the Court of Ma- 
_ drid,) to Dr. Franklin, of which the following are 
_ Extracts, were acctdentally omitted in their appropriate 
place in the ConRESPONDENGE, together with the 
_subjoined curious Memoir of Sir John Dalrymple, re- 
ferred to by Mr. Carmichael; a Copy of which was 
requested by Dr. Franklin in his Letter to that 
| iy aba ih i Mg 1780. ee Vol. 1, p. 62. hae 


Eames ce OF A i mine From W. CarMicHAEL, 
Esg. To His. EXxceL.ENcy Dr.’ FRANKLIN, 
Paris. ris jawed 

| Madi, iene 27, 1780. 
' © Sir John Dalrymple, who perhaps you 
know personally, has been here near three weeks, under 
the pretext, or in reality, of travelling with his lady, who 
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is im a bad state of health. I have been able to trace 
‘most of his motions here, which wear a suspicious appear- 
ance ; and having some reason to think that he means to 
proceed hence to France, J thmk it my duty to inform 
you of it, not from any apprehension of what he may be 
able to effect, (because we have too many proofs to doubt 
now) but that the servants of our country should not neg- 
lect to give you that advice, which I know you will re- 
ceive from the Count de Vergennes, in case this Philoso- 
phical Traveller should visit Paris, for his health or that 
of his family, at this crisis.” 


[From the Same to, the Same.] 
Madrid, July 18, 1780. 

“ JT thought, until the receipt of your let- 
ter (of the 17th June *) that Mr. Jay had sent you Sir 
John Dalrymple’s Memorial, and other papers while I 
was at Aranjuez. He sends them, however, by this 
courier, and I think you will be. amused in reading Sir 
— John’s Reveries.” 

“Mr, Cumberland, a former Secretary of Lord Ger- 
maine, succeeds Sir John. His residence gives no uneasi- 
ness. to the Count de Montmorin,’ which with the assu- 
rances that we receive from the Count de Florida Blanca,? 
ought to remove our apprehensions.” 


* See Private Correspondence, Part I. page 62. 
* The French Ambassador. 
3 The Spanish Minister. _ 


- MEMOIRE 
SIR JOHN DALRYMPLE — 
(ON 


PRosJET- DU LorpRocuerorp, pour EM- 
PECHER LA-GUERRE. 


2: mgesal Historique.) 

(Not to diminish from the OniGINALITY of 
this DocumENT, neither the Phraseology, - 
‘Grammar, or ila SS have been cor- 
rected.) | 


Confédération Avant que la Feanee: se fut deci pour 
lancet l’ Amérique, | Lord Rocheford, autrefois Ambas- 
_sadeur en Espagne. et en France, formoit un 
Projet pour empécher la guerre. C’étoit que 
VAngleterre proposeroit un grand traité de 
confédération entre Ja France, Espagne, 
le Portugal et P’Angleterre, qui. devoit avoir | 
Trois Objets trois objets. Le premier, une garantie mu- 
regan tuelle entre ces quatre Puissances de leurs,pos- 
sessions dans. PAmérique et dans les deux 
Indes, avec une provision qu’une guerre dans 
I’Europe ne seroit jamais une guerre dans ces 
rémotes régions sous quelque pretexte que ce 
soit, et fixant le nombre des troupes et des 
vaisseaux que les puissances contractantes de- , 


voient fournir contre la puissance contreve- 
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nante la paix dans ces régions remotes, »Le 
second objet étoit a donner une participation 
de commerce del’ Amérique a la. France, I’ Es- 
pagne, etile ‘Portugal, -autant qu’une telle. par- 
ticipation ne seroit incompatible. avec les anté- 
réts communs et sans rivalité de ner 
«Angloise et del’ Angleterre. © 

Le troisiéme objet étoit Vajustement des 
Priviléges contestés des Américains sur des 
principes justes et honorables ‘pour eux. 
Lord -Rocheford étoit pour lors Secrétaire 
J’ Etat. Il me disoit que la premiére personnne 
.A qui il communiquoit ce projet étoit le feu 
-Prince de Mazerano Ambassadeur d’ Espagne, 
et que, quoique vieux et malade, il \se leva, 
Vembrassa:; et dit, ah ! Milord, quel Dieu vous 
ainspiré ? Lord ‘Rocheford le cominuniquoit 
aussi.a un de ses amis qui étoit alors etiest a 
présent un des ministres du Roy de la Grande 
Bretagne, qui l’approuvoit beaucoup : mais 
bientét aprés, Lord -Rocheford quittoit ‘le 
mivistére, se retiroit a la Campagne, et par 
cet.accident le projet n’étoit pas _presenté au 
cabinet-du Roy. 


J’ai donné la relation de cette anecdote, | 


parceque je suis un des quatre ou cing per- 
sonnes qui seules en connoissent la vérité ; et 
parce que je pense qu'il n’est_ pas encore trop 
tard pour faire revivre un: projet qui sauvera un 
imillion de Chrétiens d’étre: faits veuves et Or- 
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phelins. Quant.au premier objet d’une telle Observations 


confédération, Lord Rocheford.pensoit.que la 


sur le prenuer 
objet de la 
conféedération. 


mt 
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‘Proposition seroit acceptée par toutes les 
‘pulssances, parceque:c ‘etoit ee de toutes 
de. Vaccepter. ni i sapiraata, 4 ninos eb 


-) Les pertes de la eaneke aie tis Hess Skin 


pa la derniére guerre, et leurs pertes dans les 
Indes Orientales dans la derniére guerre, et ses 


pertes dans les Indes Orientales: de la guerre 


da. présent, ot ils: ont perdu en six semaines 


tout ce qu’ils y avoient; les pertes des Es- 
pagnols dans'la guerre derniére dans les deux 
Indes, et méme le coup donné [autre jour 
dans la baye de Hunduras . ‘par un jeune Capi- 
taine 3 -) -avec une poignée de sol- 
dats, la facilité avec la quelle le Portugal per- 
dit V'isle de Ste. Catherine dans le Brézil; et 
le malheur des armes Angloises dans l’Amé- 
rique depuis trois ans, tout prouve, que la 


France, l’Espagne, le Portugal et Angleterre 


ont leurs parties tendres dans VAmérique et 
dans les deux Indes, et par conséquent. qu’ils 
ont tous un intérét dans une mutuelle garantie 
de leurs possessions dans ces trois parties du 


Considérations Monde, Quant au second objet de la Confé- 


sur le second 

objet de la 
Aes hd > eo ° : f « 

_ Confédération.yne participation du commerce de Amérique 


dération : je suis sensible que l’idée de donner 


aux autres trois nations sous la limitation que 


cela ne soit pas incompatible avec les intéréts 
communs de l’Amérique Angloise et de l’An- 
gleterre, est une idée un peu vague, et sujette 
aux disputes, mais heureusement pour Phuma- 
nité il y a’cing petsonnes dans’ ces cing pays, 
d’un earactére singulier, et’ qui les:rend pro- 


s 
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pres a faire la-dessus des. réglements précis, et 


\ 


sujets a nulles. disputes, / qi enrichiront la. 


France, Espagne et le Portugal sans appauv-— 


rir l’ Angleterre et ses Colonies. Pour l’Amé- 
_ rique, il y a le ‘Docteur Franklin, peut @tre Te 
premier génie de l’Age présent et qui connoit 
bien les liaisons entre ’ Amérique et P Angle- 
terre. Pourla France, il y a le’ Contréteur- 
Gévéral,' qui a été élevé dés sa jeunesse dans la 
pratique du commerce. Pour l’Espagne, il y 
a Monsieur Campomanes, qui. a employé la 
maturité de son ge en des études qui lui don- 
‘ment une superiorité en de telles discussions. 
Pour le Portugal, elle aura l'aide des conseils 
du Duc de Braganza qui a cueilli les connois- 
sances dans presque tous les Camps, les Cours, 
les Bibliothéques, et mémeé les places. des 
marchands d’Europe: et pour T’ Angleterre, 
elle a un Ministre qui connoissant les. vrais 
intéréts du commerce au fond:ne refusera pas 


a PAmérique ce qu'il vient-de donner a 1’Ir- 


Observations | 


; sur le troisiéme 
dération, l’ Angleterre qui se vante tant de sa objet de la 


lande. Quant au troisiéme objet de la confé- 


propre Maena CHARTA accordera avec faci. Consédéra- 


tion, 


lité une ‘Macna Cwarra. aux libertés de 


TAmérique. Peut étre, le meilleur moyen 


dabrévier cet article seroit de donner carte ~ 


blanche: au Dr. Franklin. Une confiance gé- 
néreuse est le moyen le plus sir de s’assurer 
dun homme généreux. L’Espagne a deux 


sa <1 M. Necker. | 
VoL. I. 2G 


2 
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Premier inté-intéréts trés solides dans le succés d'une telle 
rét de lEs- , 

pagne dansune confédération, et contre Pindépendance de 

ive agg ha l’Amérique Angloise. Le premier est que, si 

Amérique Angloise devenoit indépendante, 

l’ Amérique Espagnole et ses isles seroient abi- 

mées par la contrebande des Américains indé- 

pendants d’Angleterre. 1. L’Angleterre est 

liée par les traités avec |’ Espagne a ne. faire la 

-  contrebande. , 2. Elle est liée par la peur que 

cette. contrebande, ne tirera une guerre sur elle 

dans Europe, ce qui. fut l’effet dans le tems 

du Chevalier Robert Walpole. 3. La cherté 

des commodités de I’ Angleterre et de I’ Europe 

met des limitations. maul a la quantité de 

contrebande. | 

Mais si les Américans étoient icici, 

ie diroient quils n’étoient liés par les. traités 

des Anglois. 2. Ls ne seroient liés par la 

peur, parce qu “ls sont loin de l’Espagne ; .et 

s’étant défendu contre quatr e-vingt-dix mille 

~ soldats et marins Anglois, ils se moqueroient 

des forces, de l’Espagne ; et. 3.. Le bas prix 

des commodités Américaines. couvrira les Co- 

- lonies. Espagnoles> de contrebande.. Il y a 

_méme une cause, nécessaire pour forcer les 

_ Américains, ou de faire la contrebande. ou de 

faire la guerre sur l’Amérique Espagnole et 

Portugaise et leurg [les ; ils n’ont ni or, ni ar- 

gent chez eux, mais ils. ne peuvent cultiver 

leurs terres, ni faire leur commerce sans ces 

métaux precieux. | Ils. n’auroient que quatre 

sources dont ils pourroient les tirer. Le pre- 
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mier est le commerce avec l'Europe; le se- 
cond, pétsions de France et d’Espagne ; le 
troisidme, la contrebande avec les’ Provinces 
d’Espagne et de Portugal dans le nouveau 
Monde ; et le quatriéme, la guerre dans ces 
provinces. Autant que les Américains conti- 
nuent dans un état que les Anglois appellent 
une Rebellion, leur commerce avec Europe 
sera interrompu par les Corsaires Anglois ; | 
ainsi ils ne tireront que trés peu de métaux 
précieux de cette premiére source.» 

Les pensions de la France et de I’ Espagne 
ne seroient qu’une bagatelle pour soutenir 
Pagriculture et les manufactures d’un si vaste 
pays... Ils. n’auroient donc. aucune ressource 
pour les métaux précieux, que dans la contre- 
bande ou les guerres avec les provinces Espag- 
‘noles et Portugaises. Pour empécher cette 
contrebande, les traités de confédération pour- 
roient faire. des provisions contre la contre- 
bande et des Anglois et des Américains, C'est 
un point délicat pour un Anglois a suggérer 


les moyens ; mais si les deux nations vouloient Second intérée 
de ’ Espagne 
t- 
dans une telle 
d’heure suggérer des moyens infaillibles. Il y Confédération, 


a un autre intérét que l’Espagne a contre Vin- 
dépendance des Américains et par conséquent 
pour le traité de conféd@ation qui est peut- 
étre encore plus grand. Les Américains ne 
pourroient voler avec leurs voiles partout, fe- 
roient des établissements dans’ la Nouvelle 
Zélande, les Isles d’Otahiti, ou quelques au- 
tres Isles dans la Mer du Sud; et méme les 


sincérement la pais, je pourrois dans un quart 
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Anglois, les Frangois, les. ‘Portugais, et les 
Hollandois dans les mers des Indes Orientales, 
étant indépendants, nul traité ne les empéchera 
de faire de tels établissements : ils pourroient 


les faire selon les droits des: gens. Le Capitaine 


Cook dit dans son dernier voyage. imprimé, 
quiil ya 47,000 gens de mer dans les. seules 
Isles d’Otahiti, et le Capitaine Wallis qui 
faisoit la découverte de ces Isles, m’a dit a Lis- 
bonne, il y a quelques jours, que les habitans 


- dOtahiti montoient au haut des mits Anglois 


et couvroient par les morceaux du bois crois- 


sant les mats auxquels les voiles sont attachées, 


aussi bien, en trois jours, que les marins Anglois; 
et il me donnoit deux raisons pour cela, La 
premiére €toit que, vivant de poisson, tous les 
habitans sont gens de mer, et le second, que 
les peuples qui ne portent que. des _souliers 
sont lavas, plus propres pour monter les 


parties supérieures des vaisseaux. Le Capi- 


taine Cook aussi, dans son voyage imprimé, 
donne une description dans la Nouvelle Zé- 
lande d’une poste pour une flotte et une ville 


qui pouvoit en quelques semaines étre faite 


imprenable: et on n’a qu’a regarder la forme 
des Isles de la Mer du Sud dans les estampes 
qui en ont été. faites, pour se satisfaire que ces 


sles sont pleines de postes imprenables. Je me 


montre aussi bon ami a |’Espagne, a la France, 
au Portugal, et 4 la Hollande qu’ a l’Angle- 
terre, quand je développe l’idée suivante, quia 
peut-étre échappé aux autres. Autrefois on 
ne pouvoit aller avec sureté aux Mers du Sud, 
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que dans le mois de. Décembre et de Janvier, et 


par les terribles latitudes autour du Cap Horn: 


mais lés découvertes du Capitaine Cook et des. 
autres Anglois:ont nouvellementdemontré qu’on 


y peut aller par le Cap-de-Bonne- Espérance, 
dans tous: les mois, par les belles latitudes du 
Cap-de-Bonne-Espérance et de la Nouvelle 


Zélande, et dans presque le méme espace de 


tems, ’un étant un voyage de quatre mois et 
Vautre de cing, paree que le méme vent d’ou- 


est qui souffle presque toute l’année dans les: 


autres latitudes et. qui retarde les vaisseaux en 
passant’ par le Cap Hom, les porte avec rapi- 
dité par le Cap-de-Bonrie-Espérance et la 
Nouvelle Zélande; de-la il suit, que quand les 
Américas querelleront avec les Espagnols 


peut étre sur le chapitre de contrebande, ils 
enverront leurs vaisseaux sur les cétes de Chili. 


de leurs établissements et dans les Mers du 
Sud. par les: latitudes de la Nouvelle Zélande, 
et par les vents d’ouest qui soufflent toujours 
dans ces latitudes, ce qui n’est qu’un voyage 


de; cing Semaines. Car le Capitaine Cook 
dans. un voyage, et le Capitaine Fourneaux — 
dans:un autre; alloient de la Nouvelle Zélande 


au Cap Horn en moins de tems, et le jour- 
nal des vents annexé, au voyage du Capitaine 
Cook, montre que les vents d’ouest ‘dans ces 


latitudes’ sont au vent d’est’ dans la’ proportion 
de dix a un. Quand leurs vaisseaux seront: 


sur les cétes du Chili, ils prendront avantage 
du vent’ de terre qui souffle éternellement du 
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Sud, au Nord pour les'porter a suivre les:cétes: 
du Chili et du Pérow Le vent les portera 
dans quatorze jours jusqu’a la’ Baye de Pa- 
namia, et dans le cours de ce voyage ils ravage- 
ront les cétes et feront prises’ de Vaisseaux 
partout. La» force navale de’ ’Espagne a. 
Lima ne pourra pas les empécher, parce que le’ 
méme vent du Sud qui poussera les Américains. 
en avant, réndra les flottes d’Espagne incapa+ 


bles Waller 4 leur rencontre. De: la: Baye de 


Panama ils retourneront par le grand vent des: 
Tropiques de lest a’ Youest, qui ne: change: 


jamais, et a leurs établissements’dans les: Mers 


du Sud, ou a vendre leurs prises: ‘dans'les‘Mers 
de la Chineou de l’Inde; d’ow ils retourneront 
encore peut-étre avec de nouveaux’ vaisseaux 
et de nouveaux équipages des hommes; ‘faire 
la répétition ‘de leurs ravages. Leurs retours 
seront encore par la ‘Nouvelle Zélande, venant 
des Indes ou par Ja latitude de 40 Nord, venant 
de la Chine, et dans. ce dernier -cas ils tombe 
ront sur le Méxique et prenant avantage des 
vents de terre qui soufflent toujours‘du Nord 
jusqu’a:la Baye de Panama, ils ravageront le 
Mexique comme auparavant ils avoient ravagé 
le, Ghili'et Pérews ui: eh oa mol quart 
+ De'la’ Baye de Panama, ils retourneront' par 
le grand’ vent dus Tropique, ou chez eux dans’ 
les Mers ‘du Sud, ow aux Mers.de.l’Asie a re- 
nouveller ane. guerre insultante, tourmentante 
et sans -reméde. » De’ l'autre cété, quand ils 
sontien guerre avec Angleterre, la France, Je 
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Portugal, ou la Hollande, ils tourneront en 
arriére de leurs établissements dans les Mers 
du Sud sur les; Indes Orientales del’ Angle- 
terre, la France, le Portugal ou la Hollande. 
lls-auront deux grandes routes a aller et a re- 
tourner; Tune a l’ouest dela Nouvelle: Hol- 
lande et l’autre par les: Isles. entre la Chine et 
la Nouvelle Hollande; et dans cette derniére 
route, ils auront autant de routes qu'il y a 
Isles, d’od il suit qu’il sera presqu’impos- 
sible ‘a attrapper leurs vaisseaux, ou en allant, 
ou en revenant. ‘Toutes ces conséquences 
pourroient étre empéchées: dans: le traité de 
confédération que Lord Rocheford proposoit ; 
dans ce traité ou pourroit stipuler que ces 
Isles. appartiendront.. pour toujours a leurs 
anciens habitans ; car assurément la nation qui 
la premiére en prendra possession commandera 
le-commerce des Mers du Sud et.des Mers 
d Asie... 1’?Europe voulant faire les Amé- 
ricains indé pendants, est dans la situation d’un 
homme gui dort sur la glace et ‘n’est pas sen- 
sible que la glace se dégéle, et. pour cette 
raison, pour donner plus de poids a la considé- 
ration, on pourroit inviter. Ja. Hollande et le 
Danemark qui ont des intéréts dans tous les 
deux nouveaux .mondes, d’étre parties contrac- 


tantes a ces articles du traité,,qui regardent la Traités 


garantiemutuelle. La raison pourquoi les traités 
sont rompus si souvent est. quils: ne font. pas 
provision pour les :intéréts réciprogues pour 


" 
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Pavenir des nations, contractantes.. Les seuls 
que je connoisse qui font attention a cet objet. 
sont les traités entre, le | “put et PAngle- : 
rfp pour. ia seinlal bli ses 5 vins en ‘Anales: 
terre et l’Angleterre gagne une préférence 
pour la vente de ses draps en Portugal : la con- 
séquence est qu’il n’y a jamais eu, et, en appa- 
rence, il n’y aura jamais une guerre entre le 
Portugal et l’Angleterre. _ Il ne seroit pas dif- 
ficile, ou dans la méme considération générale,, 
ou par les traités séparés de commerce. entre, 
Angleterre d’un cété, et les trois royaumes, 
l Espagne, le Portugal et la France respective- 
ment des autres cétés, de servir infiniment les 
intéréts de. commerce de tous les trois dans, 

leurs. liaisons avec. PAngleterre. Comme — 
Espagne: a les vins, I’huile, les fruits, le sel, 
les. laines: fines et quelques autres articles que 
Angleterre n’a, pas, et comme |’Angleterre a 
le fer et le Charbon dans les mémes champs 
pour ses manufactures de fer, qu’elle,a, par 
Vhumidité de son climat la. laine longue pour 
les draps d’un prix bas, qu'elle a l’étain, le 
poisson, et quelques autres articles que l’Es- 
pagne n’a pas, la conséquence est que, quand 
Vv Angleterre est riche, elle achetera plus des 


. artickes de? Espagne, ‘et quand lV Espagne est 
~ riche elle achetera plus des articles d’Angle- 


terre, et par conséquent) que c’est impossible 
pour l’un)a:s’enrichir sans enrichir l’autre. Le 
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méme raisonnement's’applique aux liaisons na- 
turelles entre Angleterre et le Portugal. Il 
y a méme une liaison naturelle eritre l’Angle- 
terre et la France sur beaucoup d’articles de 
commerce, si la jalousie des :foux et des gens 
mal instruits ne Vinterrompoit  perpétuelle- 


ment. Je lentendu d’une main sfire, que si 


Y Abbé Terray avoit continué dans le minis- 
tére de la France, il y auroit eu un tarif entre 
la France et l’Angleterre, pour /’entrée, sur des 
conditions plus favorables, des vins et des ar- 
ticles des modes d’une nation, et les manufac- 
tures de fer et des bleds de l’autre ; et l’Angle- 
terre pourroit avoir procuré le consentement du 
Portugal pour la diminution de son commerce 
de vins avec |’Angleterre, par d’autres dédom- 
magemens. L’Angleterre, en faveur de la 
France, VEspagne et le Portugal pouvoit 
méme permettre l’exportation de ses laines 
payant un droit a l’exportation, sans se nuire. 

L’exportation de superfluité de laine feroit 
du bien aux propriétaires des terres en Angle- 
terre, au Roy en lui donnant une nouvelle taxe 
et a ses trois nations étrangéres en leur don- 
nant un article nécessaire pour leurs manufac- 
WUPESiony us | 1 aes | 

Malheur pour ’humanité! L’Abbé Ter- 
ray n’est plus: mais bonheur pour l’humanité, 
le Docteur Franklin, le Contréleur-Genéral 
de la France, Mr. Campomanes, le Duc de 
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ar ys et i Lord North sont’ tous: encore | 
hy Wie Hh ay ED yy eal PR Poheishoah Pam 

Crest le Roy: a’ Bipays Ae ne Comte ‘de 
Florida Blanca qui peuvent mettre tous les 
cing €n mouvement. Pour moi je n’ai nulle 
autorité des niinistres: Anglois’a présenter ce 
projet, mais vivant en amitié avec Ja plupart 
deux et avec les amis des autres, je suis sir 
qu'il y a‘des sentiments dans ce mémoire 
qui sont Jes leurs. © J’avoue que: je regu une 
lettre en Portugal, quatorze jours avant que je’ 
partisse pour Espagne, de Milord Rocheford, 
qui n’est pas a cette heure dans le ministére, 


| mais qui entété- dun projet qui ‘lui fait tant 


d’honneur, ‘me conseilloit de tater le poux' sur 
la possibilité de le faire réussir: - 

Et que j’ai une lettre sur le méme sujet, du 
Duc de® Braganza qui entroit dans les vues 
de projet de Milord Rocheford, non pas en 
politique, mais.en ami de Phumanité. 

Encouragé* par de tels hommes ‘et, encore 
plus par'mon propre ceeur, j'écris'a ‘un des 
ministres du Roy d’Angleterre que si je ne 
trouvois pas les esprits trop échauffés et si je 
ne trouvois pas que je ne donnois ‘pas offense, 
javois intention de faire justice au projet de 
Milord Rocheford et en Espagne et en France, 
et je le prie de m’envoyer une réponse a Paris, 
si le ministére d’ Angleterre approuvoit ou dés- 
approuvoit ce que j’allois faire. . Je n’ai qu’a 
ajouter que mes vues étant a uniret non a 
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séparer les nations, je.n’ai nulle objection que 
les ministres de la France et le Docteur 
Franklin ayent chacun un exemplaire de ce 
mémoire. 


A true Copy from the Original. 
Attest... . 


Wirisam CarMICHAEL, 
Secretary of the American Legatio 
at Madrid. | 
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